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lar view of the FiGURES, the TYPES, and the PRE=- 
XZ p1CT10Ns of ſcripture, is obvious. In the vixs r, ae ab 
2 ferve the ſurpriſing eloguence of Heaven, and diſcern ali 
ma every form in nature, a guide to, and an illuſtralor 
> of inſpired truth. By the sscoxb, aue perceive the whole- 
'* Sub/tance of the goſpel of Chrift, truly exhibited in ancient 
* /hadows, perſons, and things ;—in laws apparently carnal. 
and trifling. In the 1h, we obJerve how aftoniſhing- 
by inſpired predidtions properly arranged, and compared: 
auith the hiſtory of nations and churches, do illuftiratt each 
ether ; and modern. events, as with the evidence of mi - 
racles, confirm our faith in the oracles of God. The: 
»/efulneſ; of what I have attempted, with reſpuct to all 
the THREE, muff be left to the providence of God. 
The ſubſequent u DTrATrions, relate to the F1GuREs of. 
ſacred writ. To avoid too peremptory parallels, and to 
awaken devotion, they are. caft into the preſent form, he 
EMBLEMS, the fignifieation of which appeared uncertain 
or diverſified, are repeated under different heads. To: 
= ſun interfering with Tvpzs, many rich EMBLEMS, as of 
Zion, yRIE8Ts, &c. are wholly. omitted, or but flightly: 
touched. To ſhun a tireſome length, and-a ſinking dul- 
neſs, that which nwas juſt before hinted an a fimilar E- 
LE M, it not ſelder paſſed over; and the- hiſtory of EN. 
BLEMS 75 left to be. collected from the account ef the on-- 
JECTs which they repreſent ;. nor on 1nis are ought but 
hints effered, and the enlargement:is left to the: reader's: 
own meditation. What friendly indulgence is requiſite to 
pardon miſlakes, the peruſer muſt judge. Meanwhile, it: 
is hoped he auill remember, that the c/pial of faults jr: 
much eaſier work than ta aveid them. © 
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SCRIPTURE - language in general. 


J' the manner of the Eaſt, the language of inſpira- 


.. tion abounds with the moſt ſtriking and inſtructive 
775 E figures. In noble and candid ſimplicity, in bold 
wy XZ alluſion, not all the writings of men can vie with theſe. 
1 oracles of God. Here, — as one would expect in the 
I idiom of Godhead, the principal truths are brought 
+ 3 down to the weakeſt capacity, that ignorance may have 
oy nothing to plead for excuſe ; others, chiefly predic- 
mir tions, are often wrapped up in figures, obſcure, and 
irſe, hard to be underſtood. Thus, till the fulfilment,” the 
* learned are forced to acknowledge their ignorance, and 
— malicious oppeſers rendered incapable to ſtop the pre- 
— XX diced event. c „ 
+= I be figures of ſacred language are either siurIE or 


= comeLex. The former, without changing the native 
ſenſe of the words, embelliſh-the ſtile, enliven the re- 
EE preſentation, or illuſtrate the ſubject: the latter, while 
they ennoble the ſtile, and illuftrate the ſubject, do alſo 
convert the terms, from their ordinary ſignification, to 
another connected with it. | - 
Simple figures are, 1. A REPETITION of the ſame 
rm or phraſez whether in the ſame, or in different ſen- 

| © tenc(s 


Lord, &c. Pſal. viii. 1.9. 2. DieRRSITTIxd of the 


2 A BRIEF VIEW OF BookT- 


zences of a chapter, or ſection; as of my, Pal. xviii. 1. 
2. 3.3 7%) God, Pſal. xxii. 1. and cxviii. 28. ; my help, 
Pal. exxi. I. 2.;—whatſcever things are, Phil. iv. 8.; 
his mercy endureth for cover, Pſal. cxxxvi.; Lord our 


ſenſe, while the ſound is nearly retained. Thus, Walk 
in the fleſh; and war after the fleſh; agree pretty much 


of : 


in found, but differ vaſtly in ſenſe. 3. Cyancixg of 
the ſenſe of a word in the ſame ſentence. Thus good, 


in Matth. xix. 16. ſignifies, firſt, what is good and 
uſeful, in a limited ſenſe; and then, what is infinitely 
and originally good: fruit of the vine, Matth. xxvi. 29. 


both ſignifies natural wine, and eternal happineſs, 
ConFoRMATI10N of the ſound of the terms, to the 
mournful, the joyful, the terrible, deteſtable, or ami- 
able nature of the ſubject. Thus: the portion of the 
wicked is deſcribed in words ſounding forth terror, 
Pſal. xi. 5. 6. ; the laſt day, in moſt dreadful language, 
2 Pet. iii. 10. 12. 5. OorcRiEs of admiration, ab- 
horrence, deriſion, commendation, wiſhing, pity, joy, 
grief; as, Hob great is his goodneſs | Zech. ix. 17. 
wretched man that I am] &c. Rom. vii. 24, O woman 
great is thy faith! Matth. xv. 28. 6. CorRECTIONS 
of what was juſt before afferted ; as, Ter not I, but 
Chriſt liveth in me, Gal. ii. 20. Tet not I, but the 
race of Got, 1 Cor. xy. 10. 7. In promiſes, the re- 


ward; ald eſpecially that which is terrible in a threat - 3 | 


ening, complaint, or oath, is ſometimes partly sur- 


#RESSED e as, He ſhall be chief and captain, 2 Sam. v. 


8. 7 will drive bim cut, Gen. in. 22. Wilt thou caſ} 
ane of 2 Pal. vi. 3. Let me ceaſe to exif), if I lie, Pal, 
Ixxxix. 35. 8. Interrupting ADDRESSES : as, of Ne- 


hemiah to God, chap. iv. 4. f. ; of God, by Joel, to 


the Hebrews, chap. ii. 12. 13. 3 of David to the moun- 


tains of Gilboa; to the daughters of Iſrael; to Jona-' 
than, 2 Sam. i. 21. 24. 25. 26. g. INTRODUCTION of RW 
ſpeeches, real or feigned: as, of the choſen ruler of 
udah, If. iii. J.; of their women, If. iv. 1.; of the 
fr-trees, and of the dead, If. xiv. 8. 9.; of hell and 
deſtruction, Job xxviii. 22. When theſe ſpeeches are 
wicked, they are ſometimes expreſſed, not as uttered 
by the author, but as they truly meant. Thus, finful 
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Chap. I. ScnryTuURE METAR HORS $ 


means of relief are called 2 covenant with hell, and a= 
greement with death, If. xxviii. 15. : flattering prophe- 


cies are called deceits, WH. xxx. 10. : falſe witneſſes are 


called /ons of Belial, i Kings xx1. 10. 10. 98 
expreſſive of abſurdity, wonder, doubt, lemonftra- 


tion, expoſtulation, anger, inſult, grief, negation, pity, 
defire, refuſal, prohihition : as, How can a man be 
born when he is of4 ? John iii. 4. How excellent is thy 
27 loving kindneſs ! Pſal. xxxvi. 7. Shall Sarah, that ＋ 
= rn; years old, bear? Gen. xvii. 17. 1s anything tos hard 
or the Lord? Gen. xviit. 14. Oc. HH: ArpeALs to 


thoſe who are argued againſt: as, of the apoſtles to the 
Jewiſh rulers, Acts iv. 19. ; of Paul to the Galatians, 


& chap. iii. 2. 12. ReTorT10N,-or throwing back an 
= zccufation or objection, on the ſtarter of it. So God 
XZ throws back the charge of 77z7/7zce on the Jews, who 
charged bim with it, Ezek. xviii. : the Syrophenician 
* woman pleads the character of a dg, thrown out a- 


gainſt her, — as an argument for mercy, Matth. xv. 26. 


27. To repel the queſtion, By what authority he act- 


ed? jeſus poſed the inquirers, Whether the baptiſm of 


Fohn was from heaven, or of men? Matth. xxi. 23.—25. 
13. PREvENTION of objections, by anfwering them be- 


2 fore they be ſtarted: Thus the object ion, of God's de- 
ſerting his chureh, is prevented, If. xlix. 14. 15. 14. 


1 An apparent vIEL DISG of that which an oppoſer pleads, 
in order to ſhew its abſurdity ; or its infufficiency to 
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7  eftabliſh the point in diſpnte. So Paul grants the Jews 
= to have great Enowledge of the law, and a capacity to 
aſtruct others ;—in order to ſhew them, how their fin 


in breaking the law was aggravated, Rom. ii. 17.— 24. 


james grants the ungodly profeſſor, that he had faith; 
but ſhews that the devils alfo believed and frembled, Jam. 
ii. 19. 15. As$1GNATION of the reafon of an action, 
or name. Thus, Paul was not aſhamed of the goſpel, 
becauſe it was the power of God for ſalvation to believers : 
and it was ſo, becauſe therein the righteouſneſs of God 
guat revealed, Rom. i. 16. 17. The law ſilencetk and 
= condemns all men, becauſe by it i the knowledge of n; 
and therefore, by the deeds of it ſhall no fleſh be juſtified ; 


Rom. ni. 19. 20. No man can be ſaved by the law; 


becauſe it worketh wrath in our corrupt nature againſt 
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before, and another what follows. Thus, Covet ear- 


Ag the beſt giftr, reſpects what precedes; and, 1 


" ſhew you a more excellent way, that which follows, 


i Cor. xii. 31. 19. CoNTRASTS ; in which ſubjects diſ- 
imilar are compared, in order to mask clearly the na- 


ture, value, or unworthineſs of the one: ſo the cond- 
tion of the wicked is contraſted with that of the righ- 
tous, Pial. i. God's kindneſs, and mens unfruitful- 


neis and wickednels, are contraited, If, v. 1. 4. Men 


and the Holy Ghoſt are contraſted, Acts v. 4. 26. Cox | 
PAR1SON of things, like or unlike, in order to argue 
from the one to. the other. Thus Chriſt argues from 


the leſſer to the greater, Matth. vi. 30. and vii. I1.; 
and that God is to feared rather than men, Matth. 
x. 28. 21. InDucrtion; by which compound things 
are repreſented in their various parts. And here there 
iz, generally, an aſcending, as to the object, or the lan- 
guage. Thus the deſolation of a country is deſeribed 
{rom the caſe of the fields, the inhabitants, people, 


prieſt, ſervant, maſter, ſeller, buyer, Oc. If. xxiv. 1. 


2. 3- God's juſt judgment is repreſented in his reward- 
ing the righteous, and puniſhing the wicked, Rom. ii. 
6. 9. The reſurrection is defcribed, as partly to hap- 

ineſs, and partly to. damnation, John V. 28. 29. 


Chriſt's Rate is deſeribed, from the debaſed and exalted 
circumſtances of it, Phil. i. 6.— 10. Thus the fin or 
the judgment. of men is often deſcribed, in a variety of 
particulars, Eck. xkii. and xxili, 22. C]] ’ , of 
various qualities or things into one ſentence: as, of ſa- 
erilices, rams, bullocks, lambs, he- goats, vain oblations, 


vew: moons, ſabbaths, aſſemblies, If. i. 11. 13« 14. ; of 


{crc knowledge, 
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ZZ foreknowledge, predeſtination, calling, juſtificati n- 
gilorifieation, Rom. viii. 29. 30. 23. Repousr: Þ 
"*Z xEPRESENTATIONS ; in which objects are repreſent d, 
XZ frft more obſcurely, and then more plainly ; as, M ar 
tte right ; attend to my cry: give ear ts my prayer, Pfals 
XZ xvii. 1.; Water, and the Spirit, John iii. 5. Thy ftlver 
X 3s become drofs ; thy wine is mixt with mater; thy prin- 
tes are rebel 'ivus, and companions, of thieves, Il. i. 22. 
X23. 24. CrxcumMLocuT10NnS; in which, for modeſty, 
or to ſweeten or heighten the language, the proper 
name of an object is avoided, and an indirect deſerip- 
tion is given in its ſtead- So a chamber- pot is called 
= a veſſel wherein there is no pleaſure, Jer. xxii. 2.8. Urine 
is called the avaters of the ſeet, 2 Rings xviii. 27. Heb. 
Death is called 2% Ling of terrors, Job xviii. 14. 25. RB. 
rkkexezs; in which the words, or ſenſe of another 
2X ſpeaker, or writer, are quoted, or alluded to. Here 


h- tde words are ſometimes quoted, in a ſenfe which they 
ul- did not originally ſeem to bear; and ſometimes the 
cn terms or the ſenſe of divers paſſages are conjunctly quo- 
ted into one.—Quotations or alluſions abound in the 
ue New Teſtament, Matth. i. 23. aud xxi. 4. 5. Acts vii. 
m 43. Tc. Sc.: concerning which, many excellent obſer- 
xy = vations may be found in Carpzow's Defence of the Bible. 
gs Complex figures are, metonymy ; ſynecdoche; meio- 
ere ſis ; byperbole; irony 3 metaphor. 

mn By NmgTox vu, the name of ere objet? is given to 
l. « another, becauſe of ſome connection, not fimilitude, be- 
es 'X twixt them, Thus, 1. The name of the matter, the 
an author, the cauſe, or inſtrument, is given to that 


which is produced from, or by it; or the name of the 
effect is given to the author, cauſe, or inſtrument. 


'P” 7 Thus the wood in the houſes and furniture of Jeruſalem 
9. is called a foreſt, Jer. xxi. 14. Ezek. xx. 46.; the tem- 
ted ple, for its plenty of eedar-wood that grew in Leba- 

2 non, is called Lebanon, Zech. xi. 1.; a heavenly frame 
wt is called the Spirit, Rev. i. 10. ; the name of a father, 
"4 as of Jacob, Moab, Gc. is given to his poſterity, II. 


iii. 22. and xvi.; a teſtimony is called the math, 
Deut. xvii. 6. ; ſpeech is called the tangue, Prov. xxv. 
15. ; the benefits God beſtows are called bis /cve, x John 


„ „ 0 


4 3 n. 


A BRIYFT VIEW OF Book, | 


31+. 1. Comrariwiſe, Chriſt is called falvattori, becauſe 

he is the author of it, Gen. xlix. 18. ; Eſau's, takin 
Canaanitiſh wives.1s called a grief, i. e. 2 eauſe of price 
Gen. xxvi. 35. 3 the goſpel is called the power of God, 
2. e. the iaſtrbment of exerting it, Rom. i- 16. victory. | 
over the world is called Faith, as faith obtains it, 1 John 
„ . ; the. tranſgreſfion of Iſrael is called Samaria; 
and the high- places of Judah, Feruſalem; becauſe theſe 
eit ies chiefly promoted veickedneſs and idolatry, Mic. 4 | 

i 5 3; Wicom and knowledge are called | Jlability, be— 4 
cauſe they are the means of it, If. xxx11. 6. 2. The | $ 
name of a ſubject is given to its adjunct; and of an ad- 
junct to its ſubject. Thus a city, a country, the earth, 4 
the world, is put for the inhabitants of it, Jer. iv. 29. | 1 
Gen. vi. II.; a cup, for that which is contained in it, NF 
1 Cor. xi. 25. This cup, &c.. Pſal. xxxiii. 4.3 a welt Wi 
for the pullets in it, Deut xxii. 11. ; the heart, for . 
the defires, or other thisgs, contained io it, Pſa]. li. 3 
8. ; Pour cut your hearts. The name of a poffeſſor, is 
given to. what is pofſciied ; fo Chritt's people are Sed: | | 
himſelf, Matth. xx», 35.—45. Acts x. 4 1 Cor. xii. 12; 
Lo the Lord, i. e. what offerings belonged to him, is call? 
ed Levi's inheritance, Deut. x. 9. The name of che thing 4 
Hgnified is given to the ſign; ſo the wine in the Lords 
ſupper is called Chriſt”; thed, or the New Teftament in I 
it, Matth. xxvi. 26. ; and of the ſign to the thing i | A 
nified ; the ſovereign rule is called a ſeeptre, Gen. xIix. | 

10. The name of the quality is given to its ſubject; 
fo a ſcarlet and crimſon coloured thing is called. fark 1 
and crim for, II. i. 18. The name of that which is con- 2 
tained, is given.to that which cantains-it ; ſo fields are 
called * upper and nether ſprings, Joſh. Av. 19. 
3. Names are put for the perſon or thing named; ſo the 
name of Chrift, or of God, often ſignifies preciſcly Ge. 
"Chriſt, or God himſelf, Acts iv. 12. / 95 xxviii. 58, 
4. Perſons and things are named according to appear- of 
ance, not reality: ſo angels are called men, Gen. xviii. ; 
Satan is called Samuel, 1 2 xxviii. 14.— 20.; error 
is called a goſpel, Gal. i. A 

By SYNCEDOCHE, I. * univerſal terms are put "TY 
far ſuch as are more reſtricted ; as-ALL, for many; ; for 

az]. kinds; for the greater or better part, Matth. iii. 5 : - 
2nd | 1 


838 — - 


* 
— 


* 23- 
— > — 
— =, 0b 6 Ar Ä 1 


— ET bon ns * _—_— 


— 


— 


—— . — — ——— ͤÜ 


5 ee MT 


h 
| 
| 
i 
| 


D 
. IS % 1 


ehe- 


r . ]⅛ à—ö II on. 
— 
* - . 2 


Chap. I. ScxiyTune-METiPHORS. 7 


= and xix. '28. ; the world, for the Roman empire, the 
= Gentiles, the wicked, the Antichriſtians, Luke ii. 1. 
1 John ii. 2. and v. 18. Rev. xiii. & ; every creature, 
for men, Mark xvi. 15.; or the plural number for the 
ſlingular, as children, for child, Gen. xxi. 7. 2. More 
> reſtricted terms are put for ſuch as are more extenſive ⁊ 
as, one for all of the kind, Pfal. i. .; ye/terday, for 
time paſt, Heb. xiii. 8,; a limited number, as 7hrices 
= "even, or ten times, for frequently, 2 Cor. xii. 8. Pſa}. 
* cxix. 164. ; a thouſand, five thouſand, for an uncertaia 
number, If. xxx. 17. 3. A whole perſon, thing, place, 
or time, is put for an adjunct er part of it. So Chriſt 
is ſaid to die ; to begþuried ; when only his body died, 
and was buricd, John x1x. 42. and ii. 13. ; world is put 
for Canaan, Rom. iv. 13. ; north for Caldea, Jer. i. 13. 
for ever, for a long time, Dan. ii. 4. 4. A part of 
a perſon, thing, place, or time, is put for the whole 
of it. So ſouls denote human perſons, Acts ii. 41; re- 
is. faurredim is put for Chriſt's whole appearance in our 
ed nature, Acts i. 22.; hour for a period of time, John 
.; v. 23. | | ; FO uf 

ll. By Moste, a great deal leſs is expreſſed, than is 
ng really ſignified. Thus, in the negative precepts, much 
I's more is intended than is literally expreſſed, Exod, xx. 


in 3.17 | . 

9g— 5 By HYPERBGLE, things are repreſented, as far moze 
I. iaſignificant, great, glorious, or numerous, than they 
* really are. So the Hebrew ſpies are repreſented as 
et © graſrhoppers, Numb. xiii. 33. ; the top of a tower or 
n- wall is ſaid #9 reach to heaven, Gen. xi. 4. Deut. xi. 1.; 


re the hiſtories of all Chriſt's works could not be contained, 


9. rather peruſed, by the world, John xxi. 25. ; the II- 
he raelites are repreſented, as in number lite o the ſand 
ly en the ſea ſhore, or duſt of the earth, Gen. xiii 16. aud 
8. xxii. 17. 3 {to contentions are called wars, Jam. iv. 1. 
r- * plenty of milk, honey, and butter, or oil, is repreſen- 
+3 - ted as rivers of it, Job. xxix. 6. ; Saul and Jonathan 
or are repreſented as /wifter than caglrs, and ſtronger than 
lions, 2 Sam. i. 23. The terms of this figure mult al 
ut ways be underſtood with due limitation, x.) OM 
rr Buy igexv, words are uttered with ſuch an air, or 
5. ether circumſtance, as makes them bear a ſigniſication 
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quite contrary to their common one: as, Let them, the 


falſe gods, r2/e up and help you, Dent. xxxii. 38. Bleſi 


God, and die, job. ii. 12. Regoice, O quung man, &o. 
Eccl. xi. 9. Sleep on now, & c. Matth. xxvi. 45. Cry a+ 
loud; fer he is a God, &e. 1 Kings xviti. 27. Go up and 
profper ; for the Lord ſhall deliver it, &e. 1 Kings xxii. 
15. When the irony is extremely ſharp and reproach- 
ful, it is called a /arcaſm, as a goodly price, &c. Zech. 


ki. 13. How giorions was the King of Iſrael to day! 


2 Sam. vi. 20. Ile truſted in God, Plal. xxii. 8. 

By Merarhos, the names, qualities, and actions, 
proper to ſome perſons or things, are aſcribed to other 
periens or things, becauſe of ſomeſileneſi between them. 
Theſe of rational beings, are aſcnbed to other rational 
beings; fo Satan is called a gad; miniſters angels, &c. 
Theſe of inanimate things, to other inanimate things; 
ſo, God's purpoſe, or goſpel, is called a foundation, & o. 
Thele ef living creatures, to things without life: fo 
the creation is faid to groan, to travail, to will, &,. 


Thoſe of things without life, to ſuch as have it; fo 


Chriſt is called a way, a door, the truth, &c.—That, by 
comparing the volumes of nature with the oracles of 
God. we may be alway, and every-where, ſurrounded 
with ſpiritual monitors. No figure is more frequent than 
this: nor is there almoſt any thing in nature, from 
which it is not drawn. Particularly, 1. From AArio- 


AL BEINGS: as God, baly angels, devils; ehiefly frem 
men, in their PARTS, foul, body, fßesb, blood, bones, head, 
Jace, eyes, cars, noſe, mouth, cheeks, locks, hair, necks 
ſhoulder, back, belly, hands, lein!, bowels, aavel; beſomy 


knezs, legs, feet ; in their kELATIONS, marriage, huſband, 
ſpouſe, men, women, Virgins, young men, fathers, mo- 
ther, fonsr, daughters, children, babes, widows, maſters, 


- ſervants, kings, judges, captains, ſubjedts, ſoldiers, army, 
| ds, teachers, merchants, Caananites, Arabian, 


Sodom, Gomorrah, Babylon, Egypt; in their aDjuxcrs, 


life, health, firength, beauty, wound, fickneſs, leanneſs, 


lameneſs, blindneſs, plague, confumption, death, burial; and 
in their SENSATIONS, of cerrp, bearing, ſmelling, taſting, 
feeling hunger, thirſt; with their RELATIVES, comely, 


"green, red, white, black, ugly, ſweet, bitter, kathſomte, 
' bard, ſaft; in their cos, to cat, drink, flay, Nau, 


walk 7 
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the walk, run, gird, care, fight, ſteal, rob, beget, &e. 
% 2. From me AsTs, Gault, birds, eagles, pelicans, owls, dovesy 
vo, ens, ſparrows, flies, bees, locuſts, graſshoppers, lions, 
as © wnicorns, leopards, bears, boars, wolves, foxes, hinds, 
1 © harts, roes, poats, kids, horſe, bullscks, Kine, heifers, aſſes, 
ii. 7 wild afſes, dromedaries, dogs, ſauine, ſheep, rams, lambs, 
. 5 dragons, ſer penis, aſpe, vipers, ſeorpions, worms, ſpider.y 
bh, =® f/hes; with their aDJUNCTS, fail, horny, teeth, wings, 
s £71 ſcales, fling, fat, mill; and AcTioNns, to bite, ing, 


- fwallsw, tear, fly, &e. 3. From THINGS CE LESTIALy 
23 heaven, firmament, light, ſun, moon, flars, clouds, vapour ; 


wi 3 ſhadow, darkneſs, rain, dew, wind, bail, ſnow, thunder, 
n. tempeſt, lightuing, rainbsw, &c. 4. From fire, flame, 
at cal, brand, feel, furnace, ſmoke, light, heat, burning. 
2. F. Frem LiquiD $UBSTANCES, water, ſea, fountain, 
3 3 rivers, flreams, brooks, cifterns, channels, banks, flowing 
= overflowing, breaking out, dropping, ſwelling, honey, 


= =wine, oil, & 6. From THINGS LARTHLY, duft, ſand, 
mountains, hills, Carmel, Lebanin. Sharon, Bafhan, 
earth, rocks, dens, deeps, - pits, willeys, fields, "gardens, 
= mays, deſarts, dirt, dung, ſlouet. gold, ſilver, brafs, iron, 
= tin, lead, carbuncles, agates, adamaits, fardine, ſap- 
= phire, jaſper. emerald, jewels, nitre. brimfione, ſalt, 
pearl woods, trees, cedurs, firs oaks, thles, Shittahs, 
palm, a; pie-trees, pomeprantis, myrtles, olives, vines, 
thorns, briers. flowers, myrrh, camphire, ſpizenard, cin 
namon, lilies, u, mood, nettles, grals, corn, feed, root, 
leaves, branches, bun, plants, fruit, mandrakes, apples, 
grapes, wheat, bariey, chaff, plowing, ſowing,. planting, 
reaping, threſhing, innowing, ſifting, grinding, hare 
veſt, vintage, grape treading, leaven, bread, earthquake, 


EE Eh ike Ol Pi PB a. 3 ws WH ©. = 8 


= <&c. 7. From human accoMMoDAaTIONS and UT enSILS, 
= M#ingdom, nation, country, city, houſe, chamber, founda- 
—_ tion, wall, pillar, corner, <window, gate, door, bed, 


"| þ bar, beam, rajter, gallery, fort, priſou, grave, food, 
Fal, ſupper, morſel, table, veſſel, cover, garment, girdle, 
yoke, bond, cord, rope, mirror, rod, armour, fword, 
sheath, ſbield, fpear, helmet, bew, arrows, quiver, ſtaff, 
chariot, bridle, race, prize, price,  ſfcil, meaſurs, ba- 
lances, weights, ſcales, wealth, treaſure, inheritance, debt, 
wages, hand-writing, teftament, crown, ſceptre, throne, 
guard, ſbip, nail, hammer, net. 8. From pus TION 


of 
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of time, year, month, week, day, nights, watch of the 
night, morning, noon, evening, hour, moment. 9. From 
Old- Teſtament TY?ES, and New-Teſtament INSTiTU= 
TIONS 3 as from Adam, David, Salonun, Iſtael, pricfts, 
Levites, Canaan, Feruſalem, Ziun, tulernacle, temples 
haty of holies, altar, mercy: feat, ſacrifices, fiuſtſruits, 
cireumcifien, ſprinkling of tlaod, anointing with oil, new 
moons, paſjover, feaſt of tabernacles, baptiſt, &c. ; 

To nnderitand Metaphors, it mutt, be obferved, that 
the foundation thereof is LIK ENSSSG between the things 
from which the metaphor is drawn, and that to which 
it is applied. When this likeneſs is exhibited in one 
or a few expreſſions, it is a $1MPLE METAPHOR, When 
it is purſued with a variety of expreſſions, or there is a 
continued aſſemblage of metaphors, it is called an Ar- 
LEGORY. When the reſemblance is harſh and far fetch- 
ed, as to /ee à vice, it is a CATACRRESIS. When it is 
couched in a ſhort ſaying, obſcure and ambiguous, it 
is called a r1»DLE. When it is coucked in a Kore ſay= 
ing commonly uſed, it is termed a PROVERB. When 
the metaphoric repreſentation is delivered in form of a 
hiſtory, it is a PARABLE. 2. Becauſe every thing has 
various qualities and operations, one thing may be the 
metaphorical emblem of perſons or things different, or 
contrary: ſo a Liox is the emblem of God, of Chriſt, 
of Satan, and of men, good and bad. 3. The diffe- 
rence between the emblem, and the object of the meta- 
Phor; that is, between, that from which the metaphor 
is drawn, and that which it exhibits, renders it impoſ- 
ble for any metaphor fully to reprefent its object, and 
abſurd to expect, that an univerfal ſimilitude betwint 
the emblem and the object fhould ever be found. 
4. Hence it ſollows, that to ſqueeze metaphors, by run- 
ning the parallel further than truth and decency, with 
reſpect to the emblem and object, will admit, is not to 
illuſtrate, but to diſcredit and darken the myſteries of 
God. 5. Nay, in the ſacred metaphors, one particular 
is generally the principal thing thereby exhibited. 
Tuts, by the attentive reader or prracher, ſhould, from 
the circumſtances of the text or context, be eſpecially 
eugaired after, aud coulidered | 

| 3 85 500K 


Chap. I. ScCRIFTURE METAPHORS 12 


BOO Ki AL. 
Metaphors repreſenting Perſons. 
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z. 0D is compared to a Max, becauſe of bis 
5 wiſdom and prudence; his manifold ex- 
cellency 3 his extenſive ſovereignty ; his dominion 
over, and tender affection towards his creatures. 
Fhings reſpecting man, almoſt innumerable, are divinely, 
conftituted the emblems of his perfections and works. 


He is called the near of Chriſt; to him, as man and 


Mediator, he is the undoubted ſuperior-; and he ſup- 


ports, rules, and dir ects him, as ſuch (a). His countenance 


and? face, when repreſented as ſet againſt any, denote 
the manifeſtation of his indignation and wrath (55. 
In other circumſtances, they ſignify the diſcovery of 


of his glory, his favour and grace (c). Commonly his 
.. eyes import his knowledge; his eare; his ſavour, and 


regard; but ſometimes they mean the diſplay. of his 
wrath (4%. His ears denote his perfect knowledge 
his exact obſervation, and favourable regard e. His 
*oftrils and noſe ſignify his anger, his approbation, and 
his exact judgment (//. His m:9uth and lips denote 
kis will; his authority; his word; his command; his 
wrath {g). His back imports his anger and diſregard (5). 
His back-parts denote diſcoveries of his glory and 


goodneſs ;—but ſuch as are ſcanty and obſcure, 


10 reſpect of our immediate vifion of him, face to face, 
in heaven Ci). His arms, his hands, his fingers,” denote 


(.) 1 Cor. zi. 3. John iv. 26. 65. Pal. Ixviii. r. EZek. 


Xtv. 28. 1 4) Daa. ix. 17. | (d) Heb.-av- 13. Deut. xi. 12. 


Pſal. xxxi- 8. and xvii. 8. Amos ix. 4. If. iii. 83. (e) James 
v. 4. Pſal. x 17. and xxx. 2. )] Pal. xvii. 8. I.. Ixv. 5. 
4%) Deut. viii. 3. If. xi. 3. and xxx. 27. (Þ) Jer. xviii. 27. 
Af. XXVViii. 17> (i) Exod. Xxziii. 23. 5 . 
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his almighty power manifeſted in acts of ſovereignty, 
juſtice, bounty, and grace (4). His right band im- 
ports a ſignal diſplay of his almighty power, his love, 
mercy, or wrath {/).. But, as relating to the exalted 
ſtation of Chrift, it imports che. higheſt power, autho- 
rity, glory, and dignity m. The hollow of his hand, 
denotes his eaſy comprehenſion, protection, and ſup- 
port of all things (u). His ſoul is his nature, his holi- 
neſs, and love (ov). His Heart is his eſſence; his will; 
purpoſe ; pleaſure ; and grace (p. His bowels are his 
moſt ardent love; his tender mercy; and unbaunded 
compaſſion (%. His boſom imports ſecrecy ; ſafety ; 


eminent nearneſs; amazing intimacy ; and endeared 


love {r }). His feet are the leſs glorious manifeſtations 
of his preſence ; the exerciſe of his power and previ- 
dence, for the relief of his people, and the overthrow 
ef his enemies (/. 15 


His ey imports his divine pleaſure; approbation; 
and delight (7). His hatred; anger, wrath, fury, de- 


note his fixed, high, and holy difpleaſure with fin, and 
ſinners; and his awful diſplays thereof, in his righteous 
judgment (u)). His ſadneſs and grief import, his juſt 


diſpleaſure, and righteous withdrawment of favour {v). 


His grief for the miſery of his people, denotes his ten- 
der mercy; his infinite compaſſion toward them (ww). 
His repertance imports the changing, not of his mind 
and purpoſe, but of the courſe of his providential 


work (x). His jealouſy, denotes his diſtruſt of his 


creatures; his tender regard of his honour ; his love to 
his people, and his indignation againſt his enemies 0). 
His 47owledge imports his clear view of all things 
his diſcovery of ſecrets ; his approbation and love (x). 
- (4) Jer. xxxii. 17. Exod. xv. 16 Pal. ITY 6. Y Pal. 
XXX. 6. Song ii 5 Exod. xv 6. ( Pſal. (x. 1. 3. () IG 
Xl. 12. Prov. xxx 4. (o) Lev. xxvi. 11. Jer. xxxii. 39. 40. 

(p) Gen. vi. 6. and viii 21. Jer. xix. 5. and xxxii. 41. (7) II. 
lxiii. 15 , Pſal. Ixxiv. 11. John i 18. (/) If. Ixvi. . 
and Ix. 13. Pfal. lxxvi 3. (.) Pial. civ. 31. Deut xxviii. 9. 
() Pal. v. 4.6. and vii. 10. Jer. ix. 9. (v If. Ixiii. 20. 
Ezek. vi. 9. (u) Judg x. 16. (x) Gen. iv. 6. 1 Sam. xv. 26. 
- (9) Exod. xx. 6. Zech. i. 14. 15. (2) Juha xxi. 17. Matth. 

vii. 23. Gen. xXxii. 12. | =o 
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His /42ughts, are his purpoſes; and his judgment con- 
cerning things (a). SS . 

His cnguiry and ſeurch, imports the perfection and in- 
fallibility of his knowledge; his patient and convincing 
procedure againſt tranſgreſſors; and his diſcovery of 
things that are hid (5). His remembrance, denotes his 
extenſive knowledge and obſervation ; with the fignal 
diſplays of his pity, favour, or wrath (c). His remem- 
ering fin, imports his puniſhing men on account of it: 
his not rementbering it, denotes his gracious forgiving 


el ir (4). His forgetting perſons, imports his diſre- 


garding and expofing them to affliction and miſery (v). 
His hijing for men, denotes his eaſy and ſudden aſſem- 
bling, and bringing them to execute his judgments (/). 


* His breath or breathing ſignifies the exerciſe of his pow. 


er, in the eaſy formation of man; in the ready deſtrue- 

tion of his enemies, or the deliverance of his people (g). 
His mocking and laughing at men, denotes his plea- 
ſure in their juſt puniſhment ; his full fecurity fron 

and diſregard of their wicked attempts againft his in- 
tereſts; and his contemning the prayers which they 
preſent to him in their affliction (4). His crying out, 
imports bis earneſt invitation of ſinful men to accept 
his favours, and return to their duty; and his ſevere cor- 
rection and puniſhment of thoſe that obſtinately offend 
him (/). His ſpeaking, fignifies the virtue of his will; 
his forming a voice in the air; his declaring his mind 
to men, by his Spirit, his word, or his providence (5). 
His rebukes, imports his convincing men of fin; his 
correcting and puniſhing them for it; and his reſtrain- 
ing of things J). His calling things, ſignifies his eaſy 
forming, exciting, and managing of them: his calling 
perſons, imports his authoritative ſending them to an 


(a) Jer. xxix. 11. If. liz. 8. (5) Gen. iii. 9.—13. and iv. 10, 


and xviii. 21. (c) Pal. cxxxvi. 23- and xxv. 7. Rev. xviil. 35. 
© (4) Pſa). Ixxix. 8. Heb. viii. 11. (e) Pſal xiii. 1. and ix 18. 


(f) If. v. 26: and vii. 18. (g) Gen. ii. 7. Ezek. xxi. 31. 
I xi. 4. () Pſal. ii. 4. Prov. i. 26. (i) Prov. i. 22. [C- 
xlii. 13. Mic, vi. 9. {4) Gen, i. 3. Exod. xx. r. Pſal. Ixxxv. 
b. 2 Sam. Xxxiii. 3. Pſal. ii. 8. (1) Jchn. xvi. 9. If, xvii 198 
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office ; and earneſt inviting and drawing them to their 
duty and privilege (). | 

His commanding things, imports his making them do 
whatſoever he plcaſeth (2). His being commanded by 
his people, hgnifies his ready fulfilment of his gracious pro- 
miſes, whenever they are pled by the prayer of faith (o). 
His hearing, his giving ear to, and anſauering of prayer, 
imports his gracious regard to and acceptance of it, and 


his readily granting the benefits therein requeſted (7). 5 
His /elence to men, denotes his ſovereign delay to com- 


fort or relieve them (4). His fHutting out prayer, 
and caſting the dung of their ſacrifices iuto mens faces, im- 
ports his contempt and diſregard of them : and, by his 
terrible judgments, ſhewing himſelf greatly diſpleaſed 
therewith (7). His numbering of things, ſignifies his 


exact knowledge and perfe& management of them ; his 


regard to, or wrathful deſtruction of, them (/). His 


eliing of men, imports his apparently renouncing of 


his favourable claim to them; and giving them up into 


the hand of their enemies, for the vindication of his ho- 
lineſs, and ſatisfaction of his juſtice (7). His /c/ling 
his. favours, denotes his open offer, his deliberate and 
gracious beitowal of them on Chriſt's account (. His 
buying men, ſignifies his delivering them from miſery ; 
His bringing them into an outward church-ſtate of 
nearneſs to himſclf ; or his bringing them into a new- 
covenant ſtate through the blood of his Son (v). His 
redeeming men, is his recovering them, by price or by 
power, to former felicity ; chiefly his recovering them 
from fin and miſery through the price of his Son's blood, 
and the power of his holy Spirit, to everlaſting holineſs 
and happineſs (w). His labour or wsr#izp, is his al- 
mighty, bis wiſe preduQion, upholding, actuating, 
and ruling of all things (x). His ring, imports his 
ceaſing from his work of creation; his taking pleaſure 
in his creatures ; his forbearing ſignally to interpoſe 


(en) Pfal. cv. 16. Rom. iv. 17. Heb. v. 4. and iii. 1. (5) If 
v. 5. (o) If. xlv. 11. (b) Pfal. iv. 2. and v. 1. (q) Pſal. 
XXviii. 1. (7) Lam. ili. 5. Mal. ii. 3. (/) Pſal. loi. 8. 
Dan. v. 28. (f) Judg. ii. 14. Pfal. xliv. 12. (4) I. lv t. 


{v) Deut. XXIIi. 6. 2 Pet. ii. r. 1 Cor. vi. 19. () If. xlviii. 


41. 1 Pet. i: 19. 6) John v. 17. 
between 
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between contending nations ()) His reſting in the 
tabernacle or temple, or in Zion, imports the laſting 
continuance of the cloud of his glory there: and the 
fixed continuance of his gracious influences and good 
will in the church (z). : 

His wiping aua; mens tears, denotes his removing 
all occafions of grief, and filling them with comfort 
and joy (a). His aw7p77:7 out perions or things, imports 
his“ angry, his eaſy, and ſudden deſtruction of them 
from off the face of the earth (6). His binding. angels, 
or men, ſignifies his ſeverely affficting them; his 
powerful reſtraint of their motions and work (c). His 
tea, ing men, his wounding and making them ſore, im- 
port his ſevere, ſhocking, and painful afflicting of them 
in ſoul or body (4). His binding men up, imports 
his kindly redreſſing their grievances, and healing the 
plagues, the griefs, the diſeaſes, of their ſoul (e). His 
girding men, denotes his fitting and preparing 
them tor their work; his rendering them powerful and 
active therein (). His logg, imports his taking off 


reſtraints; his conferring liberty, eaſe, and felicity, 


temporal and ſpiritual (g). But his /oo/ing the bands 


cf kings, denotes his depriving them of their power, 
their honour and authority (). His opening his bana, 
imports the ready, the free, the large, the liberal, com- 
munication of his favours and influence (7). His opening 


| @ door to the apoſtles, imports his giving them great op- 


portunity to preach the goſpel with ſucceſs (4). His 
epering the door of faith ta the Gentiles, denotes his of- 
ering them Chriſt, and his ſalvation, in the preached 
oſpel; and giving them faith to receive the ſame (. 
His opening the bea t, imports his convincing the con- 
ſcience; his enlightening the mind ; his renewing 
the will, and ftiriing up the affections, to embrace 
Chriſt, his unſpeakable gift, in the word (). His 


$ knccting at the door of mens heart, implies his inviting 


aud commanding them by his word, his alarming them 
(y) Exod. xxxi. 17. I.. xjix. 4. (2) Pſal. xxx. 14. 
(% Rev. vii. 17. () 2 Kings àxi. 13 (c) Job. xxxv. 8. 
(1) Job. v. 18. (e) Hoſ Vi. 1 (f) Pal. viii. 92 (C Pi, 
cxlvi. 7. (b) 11 xlv. 72 Job. xii. 18. 2 Pſal. cle. 
16. (4) 1 Cor. 2%. 9. (/) acts xiv. 29. (] Acts xvi. 14. 
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by his providence, and exciting them by the ſtriving 
of his Spirit, to receive himſelf in his Sen into their 
heart (=). His Holding one's hand, implies his directing, 
upholding, and ſucceeding him in his work (). His 
comciuding men in fin, ſignifies his permitting them to 
harden themſclves in it; his ſolemn declaration of their 


being guilty of it, and by nature fixed in a ſtate of it(p). ' 


is ſhutting men up, denotes his bereaving them 
of their liberty, and laying them under ſore affliction (g). 


His trying men, imports his making a diſcovery of A 


their ſtate and quality ; his purging them, by means of I | 


trouble, from their corruption; his deſtroying them in 


his juſt indignation (7). His breaking men, imports his 
awfully chaſtiſing, or wrathſully puniſhing them (J). His 
Hiting his people, denotes his toſſing, affficting, and cor- 
rect ing of them, while he wonderfully preſerves them (7). 
His Ming the nations, ſignifies his ſeverely puniſhing R 
and ſcattering them (2). His ring men, and na- 
king them bald, imports his depriving them of their num- 
ber, their wealth, their glory (v). His ſtripping men | 
naked, implies his bereaving them of their ſafety, their 
rickes; and expoſing them to trouble, ſhame, and re- 
proach (ww). His blotting mens names fromm under hea- 
ven, imports his deſtroying them utterly, and 2 


their remembrance to ceaſe (x). His devouring an 


fwallswing up, ſignifies his eaſy, his ſudden, his terri- | 
ble, his utter deſtruction of an object (y). His pouring Þ 
out, imports the heavenly, the gradual, the regular, 
the abundant communication of his ſpiritual influence, 
his merciful favours, or wrathful judgments (z). Eis 
tewing men, implies his alarming their conſcience, er | 
his hardening their ſoul, and ripening it for deſtruce | 
tion (a2). His /fretching out the line of confufion upon a 
land, impoggs his giving it up to deſolating judgments, | 
to the perplexing of the inhabitants, and the putting of | 
every thing in it out of due order (50% His bearing, 


(a) Rev. it 20. (o) If. xlii. 6. and xlIv. I. (p) Gal: | 
iii. 22. Rom. xi. 32. (7) Job Xii. 14. (+) Pial. xvii. 
* (s) If. xxxviii. 13. (f) Amos ix. 9. (4) II. 
Xxx. 28. (v) If. iii. 17. and vii. 20. ( Fzck. xxiii. 26. 
(x) Deut. Xxix 2. ()) If. xav. 8. (2) Prov. i. 24. If | 
iv. 3. J. 5. Pla), IXxzix. 5. 6. (a, Hoſe vi. 5a. (6) If. xxxi v. 11. 
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carrying, and upbolding, implies his preſerving in exiſtence, 
or life; his beſtowing ef refreſhful comfort; his pro- 
tecting from injury; and his porernngs directing, and 
drawing in a right way (c). His binding up mens ſouls 
in the bundie of life with himſelf, imports his kindly ſe- 
curing and promoting their life, their health, their 
proſperity, and comfort (4d). His Ainging out mens 
ſouls, implies his cutting them off by a ſudden, a violent, 
a wrathful exit (e). | | | 8 

His making a way for his anger, ſignifies his provi- 
dential ordering of events, to promote the execution of 
his righteons judgments (/). His making mountains his 
away, and exalting his high way, imports, that, to the exal- 
tation of his gracious deſigns and methods towards his 


1 | people, he makes ordinances, and even obſtructions, 


ſubſervient to further his work (g). His weighing the 
mountains in feales, and comprehending the waters in 4 
meaſure, implies his full Knowledge; his eaſy ſupport ; 
and management of all things, even the greateſt (5). 
His weighing mens ſpirits, imports his comprehenſive 
knowledge of their ſtate, their frames, their qualities, 


and thoughts (2). His weighing mens paths and prayer ; 


his conſidering their meditation; implies his moſt perfect 
acquaintance therewith, and his conſtant readineſs to 


render a due reward and proper anſwer to it (4). His 


fearching Fe uſalem with lighted candles, imports his 
open diſcovery, and puniſhing of the molt fecret fins 


| thereof (/); His blotting out fin, is his full and final 


pardon thereof, through the blood of his Son (n). His 
blotting men out of his book, ſignifies his cafting off his 
providential care of them on earth; his cutting them 
off by death; and his manifeſting, by wrathful events, 
that they were never written in his book of life, (u). 
His cutting men of from his hand, imports his taking 
them away by death, ſo that their temporal life is no 
longer the object of his care or providence (e). . 


- 


His writing things, in à book, denotes his perf, 


1 PC). Alvi. 4. Pfal. crlv. 14. (d) 1 Sam. xxv- 29. (e) ibid. 
(7 } Pſal. II xviii. 50. (2) If. xlix. 1. (5) If. x}, 12. (i, Prev. 
vi 2. (%) If. zxvi. 7. Pſal. v. . Job xxxi.6. (I) Zcph. i. 12 
( If. xliv. 21. () Ex0Od. xxzii. 32. Rev. xxii. 18. (8, Pal. 
IIZZviii. 5. 2 
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knowledge, exact remembrance, and continued juſt re- 
gard to them (p). His <vriting bitter thing; agninjt one, 
ſigniſies his gradual affſicting of him with ſevere andlaſting 
t:oables(4). His writing of his law in mens feat, and ſeal- 
ing them with his Spirit, imports his applying his word, 
by his Spirit, to their heart; that they may be conformed 
to his image and law; and comforted by his influence (7). 
His writing mens names in heaven, in his 665k of life, evith 
the living, or abith the righteous, imports his particular 
and fixed chniee of them, with the reſt of the eleQ, to ob- 
tain everlaſting life (5). His auriting his name in their 
foreheads, imports his rendering them like him in holi- 
neſs ; and enabling them to make an open profeſſion of 
his truth (7). His putting their tears into his battle, and 
marking them in his boot, imports his kind obſervation, © 
and careful rewarding of them (42). His exgraving of | 
Chriſt the one corner ſtone, implies his forming of his 
human nature g his furniſhing it with all beautiful gra- 
ces; and his ſeverely bruiſing, and deeply wounding 
him with the ſtrokes of his wrath (v). His breahizg mens 
teeth, arms, or box, ur ports his depriving them of abili- 2 
ty, of courage, of opportunity to oppreſs and do vio- 
lence to others; or defend themſelves (ww). His. putting 
Eis hook in their noſe, and bis bridle in their jaws, de- 
notes bis checking their fury, and thwarting their pro- 
jects (x). His Funing men, imports his trying, his 
ſeattering, and deſtroying them 6). His cutting of 
their /pirit, ſignifies his taking away their wiſdom, their 
ſtrength, theirceurage,or life (z). His ſebecpinga land with} 
the beſom of deſtrudtion, imports his cutting off the inha- 
bitants by death, or giving them up for captivity. and 
ſpoil; his overturning the buildings, and. rendering it 
deſolate (a). His brufſing Satan under the feet of bis 
people, implies his reſtraining, his conquering and tri-# 
umphing. over hum, 1n and by. them (2). His Bruiſing, 
ſmiting, ſtriking, wounding, of men, umports his laying! 
heavy afflictions on them (c), | : 
His ſealing up mens hands, denotes his forbidding, 
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(p) Iſ. xv. C. and'xlix..16. (4) Job xii. 26. r] 2 Cor. ii. 34 
Jer. xxzi. 33. (5) Luke x. 20. Rev. xiii. 8. Pſal. Ixix. 28. 16h 
IV. 3. (7) Rev. xiii. 12. and xiv: 1. (a) Pial. lvi. 87 (v) Zech 
zii 9. (w Pſal. x. 15. and vin 6. Heſ. i. 5. (x) If. xxxvii: 29. „ 
0) Mitth. iii. 2. Jer. xv. 7. () PC). Ixxvi. 1. (a) If, x 


23. (5) Nom. xVi. 20. (c II. ii. 4. 10. * 


want (1) 
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kis hindering them to act (4). His /ealing or ſewing up 
iniguity in à bag, imports his exact knowledge of it;. 
kis continued remembrance of it, and readineſs to re- 
venge it (e). His /e-:{izg up his people, denotes his 
particular protection of them in danger; his confirming! 
and marking them by his Spirit; his alluring them of 
his ſpecial love (). His ſealing of Chriſt, imports his 
ſending him intq the world with ſufficient authority and 
furniture to be the Mediator, Saviour, Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King of his church (g). His draw/rg af men, im- 
ports his freeing them from trouble; his bringing them 
from a ſtate of ſin and miſery ; enabling them to receive 
his Son; and giving them more and more intimate fel. 
lewſhip with himſelf (4). His purſuing men, his dri- 
ving them away, imports his bringing fudden and hea» 
vy judgments upon them, notwithſtanding whatever 
they can do to prevent or eſcape them; his quick and 
wrathful bereaving them of their outward property, 
eomfort, or life (i). His ſetting a hedge about men, de- 
notes his favourable protection of them; or his angry 
ſurrounding of them with manifold grievousafflictions (4). 
His removing the hedge, implies his expoling them to 
danger and ruin (J). His treading men under his feet, 
imports his ſevere puniſning of them; his reducing. 
them to the loweſt plunge of contempt, miſery, and 

His ſceing or loeting to perſons or things, implies 
bis exact knowledge of them ; his gracious fayour and 
approbation ; the execution of his righteous indigna- 
tion (2 Before him; before his eyes, or in his 55 ht, 
18 openly, boldly, well known to him. Out of his fight, 
18 out of his fayour, deprived of his peculiar — 
of his love and and eare; out of his peculiar land and 
church (o). His hearing, denotes his fixed attention to, 
and exact knowledge a all things; chiefly his gracious. 
acceptance, and kind anſwering, of his people's pray- 


ers (). His /mellingand taſling import his unerring judg - 


(4) Job xxxvii 1. {(e)} Job xiv. 17. 2 Cor. i. 22. 
Rev. vii. 3. (£8) Jcha vi. 27. ( Pia). xviii 16. John 
Vi. 44. Song i. 4. (7) Lam. iii. 66. Prov. xiv. 32. ( Job. i. 
10. Lam. iti. 9. (J) Pſal. 1xxx. 12. and Ixxxix. 40. (n) Lam. 
8 £. (*] Pſal. x. II. and Ixx siv. g. Numb. xvi. (@) Gen. 
x. 9. 2 Kings xvi. 20. Gen. iv. 16, (e) Pſal. x. 16. 
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ment, and gracious approbation of things (). His 


touching, denotes his eaſy change and removal of things; 


his affficting of perſons (7). lis fleeping, denotes his 
apparent indifferency about his cauſe and people; his 
delaying to comfort or help them (J). His awating 
and riſing up, imply his manifeſtation of his power, 
mercy, and wrath, in favours of his people, and for 
the ruin of his enemies (2). His coming to men, his 
vifiting and meeting them, imports his freely granting 
them his comfortable preſence, deliverance, or help; 


or his ſeverely puniſhing and aflifting them (2). His 


going, or waiking with men, fignifies his pleaſure to 


grant his comfortable prefence, abide with, do good to, 


uphold, and defend, and direct them (v). His walking 


contrary to men, imports his deliberate crofling of their 
defigns, and his executing his terrible judgments upon 
them (w). His ſhewing bimfelf froward, or a wreſtler, 


with the froward, fignifies his heaping of the moſt dif- 
agreeable and irrefiiiible troubles upon them (x). His 
coming down, denotes his condeſcenſion; his manifeſta- 
tion of his peculiar preſence on earth, to favour and 


bleſs his people; and for the puniſhment and deſtruction 
of his enemies (y). His going up ſignifies the aſcent, 


or removal, of tome viſibſe- token of his-preſence (2). 
His returning to his place, imports the withdraw- 


ment of his favours; and his coming out of it, denotes 
his beginning to diſplay his perfections, in executing 


judgment upon his oppoſers (a). His returning on high, 
imports his open difplay of bis glorious and tremendous 
excellencies, and fovereign dominion, in helping and 
comforting his people, and in avenging himſelf of his 


adverſaries (6). His returning to men, denotes his 


ſhewing them his glory and grace; and beſtowing his 
favours on them after a ſignal hiding, or withdrawment 
thereof (c). His Yiaing himielf, his covering himſelf 
with a cloud, his Handing afar off, import his refufing 


( Exod. xix. 18. 25. 47. Hoſ. ir. 4. (r) Pal. civ. 32 and 


exiv. 5. (, Ptal. zliv. 23. 24. Numb. x. 36. Pfal. Ixviii. 1. 
(eic) Exod. xv. 24. Gen. xxi. 1. Pſal. xvii. 3 If. xxvii. 1. (v) Lev. 


2Xvi. 17. Gen. Xloi. 4. (W) Lev. Ixvi. 24. - (+) Pla). xui. 26. 


- (3) If. iv. 1. Gen. xi 5. 7. (2) Gen. xxxv. 12 (4) Hoſe 


v. 15. Iſ. xxvi. 21. (6) Ptal. vii. 2. (c) Pſal. vi. 4. 5. 
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to diſcover his glory and grace; and denying to beſtow 
ſenſible favours, to regard or grant mens requeſts, or 
to help them in a time of need (4). His riding on che- 
rubims, repreſents his majeſtic employment of angels 
in the adminſtrations of his providence (e). His riding 
en ſwift clouds, imports his awful and majeſtic, ſpeed in 
executing his manifold, his aſtoniſhing judgments (/). 
His running, his flying, denotes the quick, the eaſy 
progreſs of his wrathful, or merciful providences (g). 
His a by iniguities, imports his forgiving them; 
and forbearing to puniſh men on their account (4). 
His paſing through, or cver a people or land, fignifies 
his forbearing to afflict them, or his humbling them 
by lighter ftrokes (7). : SY 
His ſearching out a land, implies his wiſe allotment 
of it to a people; and his preparing it for them (#4). 
His ſeeling and finding of men, imports his delight in 
zen; and his delivering them from their fallen fate ; 
or from the depths of apoſtacy, diſtance, diſtreſs (%. 
His /ceting, finding out, and viſiting iniquity, denotes 
his diſcovering it, and puniſhing men for it (n). His 
friding cut his enemies, implies his exact knowledge of 
their perſons and erimes; and his irre ſiſtible and eaſy 


execution of his vengeance upon them (2). His finding | 


out Chriſt, imports his infinitely wiſe choice of him to 
be our Mediator (). His anointing of perſons, der ot es 
his calling and furniſhing them for an office ; or his gi- 
ving them the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctify, comfort, and 
ſtrengthen them (p). His feuipting a perſon, imports 
his trying his obedience; and calling him to make a- 
clear diſcovery of his real grace (2). His 3 into 


temptation ; his hardening, deceiving, blinding, or flecpen- 


ing men, imports his righteous expoſure of them to-ſuck 
things as may ianoeently occaſion their fin ; his with= 
holding his preſerving, ſoftening, directing, and awa- 
kening influences from them; and his permitting Sa- 
tan, wicked men, and their own luſts, to entice them 


(d) Pſal. xiii. 1. Lam. iii. 44. Pſa). x. 1. (e) Pſal. xviii. 
10. (/) If. ix. 1. (C) ! uke xv 20. Pſal. Xriii. 16% 
(54 Mic. vii. 18. (i) Amos vii. 3. and viii. 2. Hole z. It. 
(#) Ezek. xx. 6. (/) John iv. 23. Pſal. cxix. 176. (mm) Gen. 
Xi1y. 16. Fxod. xx. 6. (n) Pial. xxi. g. % Plal. lxxxix. 
20. (e) Pal. xiv.. 7. 2 Cor. i. 21. (g) Gen. xxli. 1. 
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to ſin, and render them ſtupid and obſtinate, miſtaxen, 
ignorant, and careleſs- therein (7). His being di/- | 
jointed from his profeſſing people, implies how very 
diſagreeable it is to him, to be provoked to withdraw 
his Petal favours from them (s). His being made to 
ferove with mens fins, ſignifies that his goodneſs, his 
mercy, his patience, his ordinances, words, and works, J 

ö 

| 


© 2 


— 


cr a Te een I ren 


r ” — — 
* — * 4 > 8 
c ̃ A” — — * * — — 
= ; — — en — — — IRE 0 


are, by them, rendered occaſions to, and iuſtruments 
of iniquity (7). His being wearied with, grieved by, 
and preſſed unter tin and finners, import, his being long. 
and fingularly provoked by their courſe of iniquity; | 
and his purpeſing ſpeedily to puniſh the guilty tranſ- 
greſſors (4). | | N | 
God's place, or preſence, denotes his being every 
where; his ſpeeial friendſhip, intimacy, and favour ; 
or that part of creation, as Eden, the tabernacle, temple, 
heaven, Oc where ſome ſymbol of his glory is ſeen (v). 
His /ea? or throne, is Chriſt ; his ordinances ; hea- 
ven; or whatever he difplays his eſpecial preſence, 
majeſty, and authority, in (w). His dwelling in Chriſt, P. 
in eternity; in heaven; in the hearts of his people; in 
the temple, imports his abiding and delightful connec- 
tion with them; and his ſhewing forth, and exerting 
the riches of his glory and grace in them (x). His 
feotftocl is the earth, where he vouchſafeth but imper- 
fe& diſplays of his excelleney and brightneſs; and 
where he cruſheth down and afflicts his adverſaries: and 
his tabernacle, temple, or ordinances; where he abides 
with imperfect ſaints, and beſtows but ſcanty views of 
his glory (). His „landing imports his fitneſs to go- 
vern, and his readineſs to help, comfort, correct, or 
puniſh men (2). His /7/izg, denotes his ſupreme au- 
thority ; his unlimited power; his ever fixed happineſs, 
and undiſturbed repoſe (4). His /ifting up his hand, 
imports his ſwearing, his giving the moit ſolemn, firm, 
| | i 25 


PPP —— — 
aero won ts —— — 


——— ——— r —- 
— — autiaarcs * 
— —ͤ— —— 8 — ——— 


. 
1 
. Naw ag 


22 


Cr) Matth. vi. 13. Fxod. vii. 3. Ezek. xiv. 9. Rom. xi. 8. 
(s) Jer. vi... (ft) If. xliii. 24. few) If. xliii. 24. Gen. vi. 6. 
Amas ii. 13. (v) Pfal. cxxxix. 7. Pal. xxiv. 3. Gen. iv. i6 {(w) Heh, 
is, NMatth. v. 34. (4 2 Cor. v. 19. Iſ. Ivii. . 
. ixvi. 1. Fial. ca. (<} Plal. Cix. 31. 
£4) Pal. ii. 4. and. xXx x. 10, 4 | 
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trouble; or his exerting of his power (5). 


A or his all-conquering and protecting love, promiſe, and 


E vidence, and grace (7). His rod, his aff, and ſceptre, 
a8 repreſent the direction, ſupport, defence, and correction of 
his people, according to his promiſe; and the deſtruction 
Jof his enemies, according to his threat ning: red too de- 
notes the inſtruments of God's e (4). The cup. 
en his hand, is anger, wrath, ripe for execution; which 
is /ull of mixture, as the judgments contained are nu- 


riot, are elouds, angels, and providences (2). His chariot. 
wheels are the wind, flames of fire, awful judgments, 
er rolling clouds (o). His riches are his fulneſs of 


majeſty, glory, and grace, with all the bleſſed effects 


| (5) Devt. xxxii. 40. Fzek. xx. 5. 6. (c) Pſal. xviii. 46. Jer. x. 
10. (4) Dan. vii. 9. Pfal. Ixxvii. 10. (e) Pal. xciii. i. and 
civ. 1. 2. If. li. 9. and lix. 23. (f) If. lix. 17. 18. (g Pal. 
xxxv. 23. Lam. ii. 4. Deut. Xxxii. 41. Hab, iii. 11. Pſal. xv. 3. 5. 
(% Pfal. xvii. 13. 14. (2) Pſal. xxx v. 2. and Ix. 4. ( Pfal. xxiii. 
a. Mic. vii. 14. Pſal. ii. 8. 9. 16. x. 5. (J) Pſal. Ixxv. 8. (]) Rev. 
XIV. 10. N. B. In Canazn wine was mixed with ſpices, to ren- 
er it ſtrong, Song viii. 2. In Greece, wine was mixed with water, 
to render it weak. (2) Pal. lx viii. 17. If. 19. 1. (, Pal. Ixv. 17. 
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and evident ſecurity for a thing ; his threateniag of 


A His lie, denotes the eternal exiſtence, activity, and 
* happineſs of his nature (c). His days and years, ſigni- 
fy his everlaſting and unſucceſſive duration; with the 
ZZ diſtinguiſhed ſeaſons of his mighty works (4). His bing 
"= clothed with light, with majeſty, with honour, zeal, &c. 
22 imports his divine pleaſure in his conſtant and glorious 
M diplay of his wiſdom, holineſs, power, greatnels, au- 
2& thority, righteouſneſs, kindneſs, or wrath (e). His be- 
ing armed, denotes his full ſufficieney; his perpetual rea- 
dincſs to conquer and protect his people, and to puniſh. 
his enemies (J). His bow, his /?rizgs, and arrmvs, his 
WF word, his ſpear, and helmet, are his power and juſtice, 
uith the threatnings and inſtruments of his vengeance :_ 


grace (g). Wicked men are called his fevord, and hand, 
=# becauſe by. them he executeth his afflictive deſigns (5). 
His buctler and banner denote his all- powerful help, and. 
protection of his people, by means of his word, his pro- 


merous, various, and bitter (/). And without mixture, 
as no mercy is mingled therewith in hell (zz). His cha- 


thereof 
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thereof (0. His treaſures, are his power, ven- 
ance, juſtice, gooodneſs, patience, or the clouds 
and heavens (27). His furnace is the execution f 
his juſt judgments, for the refining of his people, and 
the ruin of his enemies (9). His let and portion, is his 
cheſen people, whom he eſteems, delights in, and from 
whom he receives a revenue of glory (7). The Moſaic ſa- 
criſices are called his bread, and the wine-ofterings re- 
preſented as chearing his heart: they were food dedica- 
ted to his ſervice; and he accepted and dclighted in them, 
when offered in the faith of his promiſed Son (s). His 
hook, is his predeftining purpoſe ; his infinite know- 
ledge ; his unfailing remembrance ; and exact providen- 
tial care (2). His /fgnet and ſeal, are what is very dear 
to him: chiefly his /eal is his holy Spirit (uv). My 
ſoul, Is every thing in me, every thing about me, an em- 
blem of God? why then are not the thoughts of him 
innumerable, and precious to me? why, when I walk 
by the way, when I lie down or riſe up, am not I till 
with him? Why doth not my God? my Art, meet me 
in every view ? 85 
2. God is called the Axcient of Days (v): he is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting: when empires are over- 
turned, and nations deſtroyed, he continues ever the 
fame. His garment white as ſnow, 4s the purity of his 
nature; the brightneſs of his glory and majeſty ; and 
His-uncorruptneſs in judgment. His hair like pure wool, © 
denotes his pom Le gravity, wiſdom, and fitneſs 
for judgment. His fiery throne, denotes his awful na- 
ture; his ſevere, irreſiſtible, and piercing judgments : 
its fery wheels, may ſignify his clear and diſtinct view of 
all things, and the ſpeedy, and terrible execution of his 
ſentences. , | 1 _ 
3. God is compared to a Far HRK (w). In the firſt 
perſon of the adorable Godhead, he, from eternity, be- 
got our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He is the contriver, pur- 
poſer, former, and preſerver of all things. He is the 


(% Phil. iv. 1. ) Deut. xxxil. 34. and zxviii. 12, BY 
%) I, axxxi. 9. (r) Deut. xxxii. 9. (6) Numb. xxviii. 2. 
ia]. civ. t) If. iv. 3. Dan. Xii. I. Pſal. exxxix. 16. Exod. | 
XXXif. 33 · (A) Jer. xxii. 24. Eph. i. 13. (v Dan. vii. 


Ye (w) Jer. Ii. 4. 
| author 
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author and ſource of all light, knowledge, glory, mer- 


cy, and goodneſs. From eternity, he choſe into the 


number of his children; in time, he fpiritually begets 
all his ran ſomed people: he bears, preſerves, and com- 
fuorts them; he nourifheth them with the fleſh and blood 
of his Son; with the fulneſs of his love; the influence 
of his Spirit; and the fincere milk of his word: he 


clothes them with the imputed righteouſneſs of his Son ; 


3 the robe of implanted grace; and of a glorious goſpel- 


converſation. Never is he judicially wroth with any of 


his ſaints; but, to aſtoniſhment, loveth and delights 
ins their perſons, their graces, and good works: never 
doth he hurt; but faves and defends them from ſin, 
Satan, and the world. He is efpecially tender of them, 


when they are weak and afflited. Himſelf he propo- 


ſeth for their copy and pattern: in every point of due 


behaviour, in all ſpiritual knowledge, godlineſs, and 


| 3 honeſty, he trains them up and inſtructs them; readi- 
ly he hears their requeſts; grants them every good thing; 
XZ preſerves them from evil, that it may not defile, hurt, 
or grieve them: his honourable name he puts upon them 
his holy Spirit within them; and appoints his angels and 
= miniſters to guard, direct, and ſupply them. In all their 
ways, he leads them, takes them by their arms, teaching 
them to go: his word is their rule.; his Spirit their com- 
2 forter, inſtructor, and guide: his church and ordinances 
are his chamber of fellowſhip with them; his heavenly 
manſions he aſſigns for their habitation ; affectionately 
2 he remembers and cares for them, even while they ſeem * 
to be calt out ef his ſight ; graciouſly he forgives their 
2X tranſgreſſions ; he bears with-their-infirmities ; and ten- 
derly he ſympathizes with-them under their troubles ; 
he is exceedingly grieved and. diſhenoured by their 
offences ; and he wiſely and kindly corre&s them on ac- 
count thercof; every one of them he enriches with his 
ffulneſs, and makes heirs of his kingdom. In the pro- 
miſes of his word he diſpones; in due time, he actually 
I beſtows ſalvation, endleſs, unſearchable glory; nay, his 
infinite Self, for their everlaſting inkeritanee.— Be thou, 
enevan, my father, and the guide of my youth, my Fa- 


her of glory, mercies, and comforts. | 
4. God is compared to a MASTER and HOUSEHOLD- 
| Ex. 
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ER. By him every manſion of heaven and earth was 
erected and furniſned; by him is the whole family of 
angels, men, and every creature, ordered and ſettled. 
To every one he hath aſſigned his proper law, his ſtati- 
on, and work. Angels and men he hath peculiarly 
connected with himſelf; and, by lay ing before them the 


moſt enriching and agreeable rewards, and the moſt 


ſhocking and fearful puniſhments, he engageth them to 
be faithful in their reſpective rank and ſervice. His fa- 
mily ke inſtructs and protects. Every thing neceſſary 
for their peace, their health, and happineſs, he richly 
provides. Thoſe who are unruly, he corrects and pu- 
niſheth. Wicked angels, and incorrigible men, he ex- 
pels from his houſe. He hath appointed a day, in which 
he will call every rational fervant to account, for his 
truſt and conduct. His peculiar family is his church 
among men: to this he gives peculiar laws : this he 


governs, protects, and corrects ; and rewards or puni- 
ſheth every member according to his work. —Lord, may 


1 dwell in thy houſe, aud be ſtill praiſing thee. Every 
where 1s a hell, if I am abſent from my God. 

5. God is compared to a xinG. How infinite is his 
dignity ; extenſive his renown ; great his pewer ; ab- 
ſolute his authority! To every reaſonable creature he 
gives laws and wiſely governs, righteouſly rewards, or 
puniſheth them. Heaven 1s his palace and throne. An- 
gels and faints are his honorary guards. All creatures 
are his armies, Divine glory and greatneſs are his crown. 
Infinite power, juſtice, and love are his ſceptre. Eve- 
ry lawful court on earth, every man's breaft, and the 


general judgment, are his courts of judicature : conſci- 


ence, magiſtrates, and minifters, are his deputies. The 
faved nations of mankind are his queen, his children. 
The ancient, the everlaſting council of peace is the Ri- 
v, the governing ſource of his whole adminiſtration. 
Our adored Mediator is his Secretary, his Miniſter of 
ſtate. The ſcriptures of truth are the ſtatutes of his 


kingdom, and the authentic records of his reign. The 


ſentences of free forgiveneſs, of undeſerved happineſs, 


or of eyerlaſting damnation, are the momentous” edits 


which procced from his throne.—“ Thou art my King, 
© God, command deliverance for Jacob.“ 
| 6. God 
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6. God is compared to a jupGr. With infinite wif- 
dom and prudence; with unblemiſhed equity, terrible 
majeſty, unbounded authority, power, and courage, he 
maintains the honour of his facred laws. Effectually he 
filts every man and devil at his bar: ſolemnly and con- 
vincingly he chargeth them with their proper deeds: 
authoritatively he pronounceth, and infallibly he exe- 
cuteth upon them, the moſt righteous ſentences, correſ- 
pondent to the precept and the fanction of his law. It 
is at the higheſt peril, if I, if any creature, deſpiſe him; 
pretend to appeal from him; or find fault with his de- 
ciſions.— Lord, “ enter not into into judgment with 
10 upon his own works 3 « for in thy fight 
no living can be juſtified.“ 

5. God is a ſwift wir Ess. How exact is his knaw- 
jedcge of all things! he is infinitely true and faithful. 
Solemnly, by ſubſcription and oath, he atteſts the in- 
ſpired declarations of truth; the glad tidings of great 
joy; ; the record concerning his Son, — That in him there 
is eterual life for ſinners of mankind, even the chief. 
In oppoſition to my wretched unbelief, ke teſtifies to 
my heart, I am God, even thy God. At the tremen- 
dous peril of calling, of attempting to make the God of” 
truth a har, a perjured perſon, as J, and do you chi I. 
dren of men, heſitate a moment to believe the Joyful 
found? Your whole conduct he knows ; and according 
to his remembrance of it ſhall-you be quickly judged, 
and your eternal ſtate fixed. Even now, ye wicked, 
he teſtißes of your guilt by his judgments upon yau 3 
by his word unto yon: but fuddenly he fhall declare it to 
your face; publiſſi it to the world; and haſten your end- 
leſs ruin. If God be my witneſs, what manner of perſon 

_ I to be © in all holy converſation and godlineſs ? 

God is compared to a CAPTAIN, and called the 
F.oxp or nosrTs. It is his to levy, to march, to muſ- 
ter, and manage every army upon earth. Tt 1! is his to 
appoint, to arm, to ſtrengthen, direct, and make all 
his creatures te fight againſt his enemies; aud to pro- 
tect his choſen fubjede He enliſts his people under 
his banner of truth, and of love. He teacheth them 
the ſpiritual warfare ; gives them the whole “ armour of 
righteuuſacſs, on the right hand and on the left 7? and 
8 * | 2 
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directs, encourageth, and enableth them to uſe it aright. 


Jo every one he preſcribes his proper ſtation and work; 


chuſeth for them the field, and manner of conflict; ſafe- 
ly he leads them on; ſceures them from death ; heals 
their wounds; procures them complete victory; and be- 
tows og ee an everlaſting reward. — Let me alway 
follow him, and fight under his protection. ä 

9. God is ſtiled a man or way, or expert warrior. 
With unbounded wiſdom, equity, power, and courage, 
he manageth every temporal, every ſpiritual warfare on 
earth. His choſen people he conquers by the ſword of 
lis Spirit, and the power of his grace. His, and their 
tnemies, he ſcaſonably, ſecretly, ſuddenly, boldly, and 


furiouſly attacks, routs, and deſtroys. Thus he advan- 


ceth his honour ; extends his pecuhar dominion ; pro- 


tects his friends; and enricheth them with his ſpoil. — 


Againſt my corruption, Lord, draw out the ſpear and | 
ell; rain all thy raiment with their blood. | 


10.. God 13 likened to a GIANT ; becauſe of his un- 


bounded might, bold courage, and awful terror. No 


creature 1s able, nor without infinite peri] dares to op- 


poſe him. With caſe he diſmays, diſcomfits, and rains | 
His enemies. Fcarfully he often corrects his friends, and | 
makes them to tremble under his hand. “ Stand in 
awe, my ſoul, © and fin not Fear him. that is able | 
to caſt foul aud. body into hell-fire ; yea, I -fay, Fear 
_ kim?” And be thou ſtrong in ye Lord, and in the # 


power of his might. 


11. God is compared. to an . By the invi- 
tations of his word, and exerciſe of his providence, he 
wooeth his choſen people. He enters into-marriage-cove- # 


nant. with them, and they. become bis. He dwells with, 


and in Hem, acco ding to his infinite &29w/edge and love. 


Other members of the vitible church are united to him 
by external relation, and ſhare of his common favours : 


but thote he peculiarly provides tor, counſels, cemforts, | 

wrotcs,, and cheriſhes: nor doth he ever leave them, 
or foriake them.—Is my Maker my huſband-! is the 
Lord of hoſts his name? the God of the whole carth | 


Max he be called. 
I2 God. is compared. t0-an.HUSBANDMAN (a) The 


(, John xv. 1, I. v. 3,—6, 
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_ univerſal frame of nature, the whole vineyard of his 


church, and outfield wilderneſs of this world, is of his 
plantation; andis under his care and management. This 
he divideth, hedgeth, defends, plants with men, good 
or bad, as he pleaſeth. According to the benefits he 
beſtows, is the fruit he requires. In the rich paſtures 
of proſperity are many finners, through their own cor- 
ruption, fed for the ſlaughter of endleſs ruin. His 
own Son he planted in the barren foit of our nature; 
raiſed him up a plant of remaun, the growth, the branch 
of the Lord: in death he cut him down; and trode 
him to duſt, in the wine-fat of his indignation : he raiſed 
him again, and gave him glory; that our faith and 
hope might be in God. At infinite expence of power, 
love, care, meritorions ſuffering, and divine interceſſion, - 
he plants, he manageth, the vineyard of bis church. 
The fones of Heatheniſm, Popery, and like abomina- 
tions, he gradually digs out. The wine-preſs of ordi- 
nances, he graciouſly erects. Her members he divides 


Y into their proper place and ſtation, With rules of go- 


vernment, and with his ſpecial protection, he hedgeth 
her abeut. He ſows her with the good ſeed of his word, 
and plants her with his precious faints. Every one of 


* theſe he forms into a fruitful field, and delightful vine- 


yard for himſelf. By breaking, by“ melting, and re- 


; moving their hardnefs and obdoracy, he digs out the 
ffones of their heart: by convincing, enlightening and 
renewing influence, he ploughs up its fallow ground 


and ſows therein the good ſced of his grace. It is thine 
O Jexovan, to weed, te prune thy vineyard, by ſanc- 
tined affhation,- and ſin-killing influence: to water it 
with the heavenly' dew; the bleſſed rain of thy word 


and Spirit: thine to purge the world, by rooting out, 
by lopping off the noxious, the luxuriant tranſgreſſors; 


and to water it with the drops of proſperity. Angels, 
miniſters, and magiſtrates, are employed to labour in, 
cultivate, and protect thy buſhandry. Thiae all-ſceing 
eyes are ever on it, to ſhew thyſelf ſtrong in the behalf 
of them that fear thee. But ſuch ws 5 not forth 
good fruit, wilt thou give up to the ſtroke of thy 
wrath, and at laſt to the vengeance of hell fire. Ma 
J, Lord, be thy * plant me in Chriſt; ſow 
: 3 | 4 
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0 me, in his righteouſarſ+ ; fo ſhall 7 reap in mercy. 


13. God is compared to a SHEPHERD (a). He 
forms his people te be the ſheep of his paſture: By his 
providence, by his word, and chiefly by his Spirit, he 


thers them out from an evil world that lieth in wwicks 
ediieſt ; and feeds, refreſheth, leads, heals, and protects 
them.—The Lord is my fhepherd, Iẽ Hall not want. 


14. God is compared to a GUIDE (5). The proper | 


eourſe of every creature he fully underſtands; and di- 


rects them in their reſpective motions. His conduct is 


the moſt perfect pattern. It is his to recover his be- 
wildered choſen; to bring them into the way that lead- 


'eth unte lift; to comfort, direct, defend, and keep: 
them in it; to reduce them from every wandering ; and. | 
at laſt uſher them ſafely into everlaſting glory and hap» | 
pineſs.—Is this, my. ſou}, thy God, and thy guide 
eben unto death? Shall he mrs me with his counfel ab’ 


heres and afterward bring me to glory? 


15. God is compared to a HUNTER (c). How | 
great is his activity; he ſſumbers not, nor ſleeps ;. | 
quickly his vengeance overtaketh his entmies; nor can | 
any eſcape out of his hand. His chaſtiſements of his | 

eople are ſevere, terrible, and diſturbing— How often, * 
by. inward-terrors, and outward troubles, has we: pang 5 


my ſoul as a lim! 


16. God is compared' to a BUILDER (%. To his e- | 
texnal purpoſe he wiſcly planned; in time he fkilfully 
formed, the whole ſtructure of heaven and earth, and 
alk that is therein. Upon his own power and will he 
laid the foundation. Gradually he finifhed, and mar- 

vellouſly he connected, and. adorned: his work. Wiſely 
he rears up the body of every animal for its particular 
uſe. In a gradual, a well- connected, comely, and mar- 
vellous manner, he faſhions the bodies and e ee of 


men. By increasing their number and proſperity, he 


builds up particular families on earth. According to 
his eternal. purpoſe, he raiſeth up, ſtrengthens, and 
embelliſheth the nations: and when they are corrupted 
and wafted with ſin, he pulls them down, and rears up 


5 (a) Pal. Nil- 1. (©, Pſal. Aviii. 14. 0 Job. * 16. 
5 : Rad | 
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ethers in their ſtead. In his everlaſting love, in the 
blond of his Son, he lays the foundation of our ſalva- 
tion, and of his ehurch, and of the work of grace in 
his people's hearts. Gradually he carries forward the 
erection, till it be perfected in that endleſs felieity, that 
houſe eternal in the heavens, which he hath prepared and 
furniſhed for them that love him. | 
17. God is compared to a POTTER, (e). With in- 
finite care and ſkill ke fermed all things according to 
his purpoſe and pleafure. In the moſt different forms, 
and for the moſt different ends, he faſhioned his creatures. 
Many of them he formed out of the clay and duſt of 
the earth. Some angels and men he ſovereignly ap- 
D0inted to everlaſting honour ; others, for their fin, ta 
everlaſting ſhame and contempt. At his pleaſure, he 
diſpeſeth of things, of perſons, and nations; and won 


derfully he preferveth them. amidit their native frailty 


and weakneſs — Never, my foul, ſay te him, Why halt 

thou made, why haſt thou uſed me thus? - 
18. God compares himſelf te a TrRAavaitmo wo- 

man (H). In infinite tenderneſs te, and care for his chil- 


dren, he, after a while*s patient reſtraint of the breath, 
the blaſt, of his judgments, cries aloud in his terrible 


providenees; and to the confuſion. of his enemies, 
brings-forth great deliverance to them, and rejoiceth 


; therein, —Lord, how excellent is thy loving kindneſs ! - 


19. God is compared to an EAGLE (g). How high 


his excellency and ſovereign dominion over all things! 
How infinite his knowledge, and exact his obſervation ! 
How great his ſtrength ! how eminent his duration, 
and care to previde for, uphold, cherifh, and prefer ve 


his people! By the exerciſe of his wiſdem, his power, 


his geodneſs and truth; by the agency of his provi- 
A4 ence, and the accompliſhment of his promiſe, He, as with 
feathers and wings, bears, covers, protects, and warms 
them. My God thou haſt borne and carried me from the 
. womb, and from the belly; and even unto old age thou art 


uE: thou wilt bear, thou wilt carry, and wilt deliver me. 
20. God is compared to a 10x (5). How terrible 
(e) If. Ixiv. 8. Vir Ai. 14. 7g) Deut. xxuii. 11. 12 
6% Hoſ. xiti. 2. and v. 14. x | 
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O JEnovan, is thy majeſty ! How unlimited thy ſove- 
Treignty ! How unbounded thy might to deſtroy thy 
foes, and to fave thy children! How ſhocking ! how 
alarming the voice of thy roartng in the threatemings 
of thy word, or the judgments of thine hand! How 
unblemiſhed thine equity, towards every creature! How 
watchful! how ever-open thine eyes, ts obſerve all 
our goings, and advert to thine intereft ! He that keeps 
Tjrael neither ſtumbers nor f{ceps. Ho perfect thy ha- 
tred te thoſe who indulge themſelves in wolviſh ty- 
ranny ; apik flattery ; or ſquint looks of hypocriti- 
cal diſſimulation! O thy attoniſhing patience ! thy un- 
matched generoſity ! thy unbounded mercy, to ſuch as 
fubmit themſelves to thy fovereign' will! thy infinite 
readineſs. to reward the ſervices done ts thee! But, ah 
thy hatred! the terrible, the unrelenting rage of thy | 
wrath, againſt thoſe who dare to oppole thee! who | 
dare to oppreſs, to injure thy chofen ſeed ! Confider | 
now, my ſoul, leſt he tear thee in pieces, while there 
is no deliverer. | 3 
21. God is compared to a LEOPARD (). How in- 
finitely comely and glorious in himſelf, how diverſified | 
bis appearences to creatures! How fierce, eſpecially 3 
after a long ſleep of exerciſed patienee, is his wrath a- 
gainſt his enemies! how he obſerveth their goings! | 
watcheth for the evi to bring it fipon them!] how often 
his judgments: break forth on them before thy are a- 
ware ! and what ſpiritual blindneſs and everlaſting dark- 
neſs are their remedilcſs-doem!-— With me, Lord, wait 
that thou mayeſt be gracious ;-be exalted that thou may- 
| eſt ſhew mercy : and, becauſe thou art a God of judg- i *© 
' ment, let me wait for thee. L 1 
11 22. God. is compared to a BEAN bereaved of hr ® 
14 ' qwhelps, and lying in wait (4). How terrible, though i# * 
| often flow, are his judgments! how wiſely his provi- . 7 
| dence decoys theſe, who hate him, into deſtruction and b 
ruin! How aſtoniſhing his love to, and care of his I 


people, whom, by the application of his infinite kind- | a 
neſs in his promiſe, he forms inte new, into perfect © 
men! How fearful his vengeance againſt thoſe that | hi 

(% Ho. xiii. 3. ( Hof. xiii. 8. 0 ( 


hurt | 


ring, and directing influences, of his 


* f grace! Walk, my ſoul, for ever wall, in tbe light of 
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hurt them, or ſeck to draw them from him ! In hell 
his mercy 1s clean gone, and he will be faveurable no 
more! Behold, my ſoul, the goodneſs and ſeverity of 
God ! on others that fell, ſeverity ; towards thee, good- 
neſs, if thou continue in his goodneſs ; otherwiſe thou 
ſhalt alſo be cut off. | | 

23. God compares himfelf to a moTH and RoTTEN= 
xEss (J). Secretly, inſenfibly, and gradually, he often, 


| by his judgments, waſtes mens ſpirits; _ their gifts; 


their privileges; and property; and renders them uſe- 
leſs and contemptible. | | 
24. God is called Love (). O the incomprehen- 
fible and unbounded love of the three divine perſons, 
one to another! O his kindneſs to all his creatures! 
How full of love his heart, his purpoſe, his word, his 
work; chiefly, the giving of his Son for and to ſinful 
men! How kindly he wills good to them! doth 


them good! and delights in them! — How high! how 
ZZ extenſive! how free | how powerful and ccnquering 
his love to my foul ! may it ever be ſhed abroad in my 


heart by the Holy Ghoſt ! 

25. God is compared to L1GaT (2). How infinitely 
glorious, pure, holy, pleaſant, and incomprehenfible, 
1s his nature ! how clear and unbounded his knowledge + 
how unlimited his omnipreſence! O the quick ap- 
proaching, the refreſhfu}, the illuminating, diſcove- 
oodueſs and 


the Lord. . 
26. God is compared to the sux (). O his unſpeak- 


able greatneſs! his dazzling glory ! his tranſcendegt high- 


neſs! He is the reſtful centre of all things; the father 
and ſource of all light, natural, gracious, or glorious: 
all things are naked and open to him: and it is his to 


. refreſh, quicken, and ſupport, his creatures, chieffy 


his choſen ; and to render them fruitful after their kind. 
Ee is always the ſame, and uſeful to the whole world: 
all his influences are beſtowed without money, and with- 
out price. Vet, O your unhappineſs who live far from 
him! ye who live in the toriid zone of a natural, an 


(1) Hoſ. v. 12. (z) 1 John i. 5. 


( John. iv. 8. 
(a) Fil. IXXxXiv. 11. 18 
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infernal ſtate, what tremendous power hath he to ſcorch 
you with fire! Uncreated Sun, now during our tem- 
porary night, we but ſee thee by the reflected rays 
of thy glory in creatures, in ordinances, in werds, in 
works; and, though it be a day of grace to our ſoul, 
how clouds of guilt, deſertion, dark providences, ſhear 
thy rays, and hide thee from our. view !—Q for that 
eternal noen, when my ſun ſhall no more go down, no 
more be hid! hut I ſhall fer ever ſee thee as thou art; 
ſhall for ever, enlightened and dazzled with thy bright- 
neſs, baſk and melt in the rays of redeeming. Godhead ; - 
till my ſoul be kindled into a pure, an endleſs flame ef 
love! 1 | 
27. God is compared to Fire (þ). O the infinite 
pureneſs, power, and awful, majeſty of his nature! 
How heart- warming, purifying, and foftening, his in- 
fluence! He is a conſuming fire : how terrible the na- 
ture of his juſtice and wrath ! how righteous, holy 
tremendous, irrefiftible, quick, ſpreading, and deftruc- 
tive his vengeance ! how ſuddenly his judgments breaks 
forth in an inſtant ! how effectually they purge away 
his people's droſs, while they fill their hearts with 
terror! how tearfully they conſume the wicked! and, 
as in ex ſolemn day, ſurround them wich horror. | 
28. God is compared to a CLEAR HEAT after rain; 
and a CLOUD OF DEW in harveſt (3). How refreihfut 
bow nouriſhing, comforting, and fructifying the ſaving 
influences of his goodneſs and grace, during, or after, 
our trouble; how refreſnful, ye Jews, was your deli se- 
rance frem Sennacherib, after the fearful judgments 
of God on Egypt and Ethiopia? 19 15 
29. God is compared to a FOUNTAIN (7). O the 
purity ; the perpetmiy ;. the ſelf exiſtence of his nature 
and influence! O the myſtery, not of his orgin, but of 
his unoriginatien! How {weet the fulneſs! the refreſſi- 


ful, cleanſing, and fructifying virtue of his influences 2 


How free! how common how patent eur accefs to re- 
ceive of his goodneſs, redeeming or natural! O Fountain 
of living waters, it is thine to poſſeſs an infinite fulneſs 


(4) IC x. 17. Deut. ive 24 (7) If. xvii 4+ © (#) Jer. 
of- 
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(2, Pſal. xxxii. 7. 
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of lifes and of ever-freſh influence, in thyſelf: thine, 
to be the ſource'of all created life, natural, ſpiritual, 
or eternal; thine to be ever communicating ſuch virtue 
as begets, maintains, reſtores, increaſeth, and perſects 
life in bis creatures; chiefly thy redeemed. -O 
Fountain of life, becauſe thou liveft, I ſhall live alſo. 

30. God is compared to BROAD Rivers (5). By 
him, ye ſaints, are you, your fituation, your bleflings, 
adorned and beavtified : by him the air, your fouls 
dreathe in, is rendered pure and wholeſome : by him 
ye are completely defended from every foe.: by him ye 
have full acceſs to the profitable commerce of the cele- 
tial country: in him, how wide your proſpect into e- 
ternity ! into things in heaven and on earth! How in- 
exhauftible his fulneſs to quench your thirſt ! ſatisfy 
your defires ! refreſh your foul, and purge away your 
filth! Art thou Lord, my God, that ſatisfieth, that, 
fanctifieth me! af 1 
31. God is compared to a xock (7). How tranſcends 
ent his height ! how immoveable his firmneſs ! Though 
inviſible in his nature, how viſible in all his works! 


Y clearly ſeen by the things which he hath made! What 


a refreſhful and protecting ſhade to his people! what 
herbs of precious bleſſings and healing promiſes preceed 
from him! what unſearchable and enriching mines of 
grace and plory, better than gold, are in him ! what 
ſprings of comforting, —of nouriſhing virtue, flow from 
him !—Be thou, JeHovan, my wen 4 to which I may 
ever reſort : what time mine enemies are in pewer, I 
will truſt in thee. ; | | 

32. God is compared to a $HABow {u). How ſweet 
the ſafety, the refreſhment, the ſecret happineſs, which 
ins people find in him, and in the exerciſe of his perfec- 
tions towards, and the accompliſhment of his promiſes 
to them !—Here may I hide myſelf, till all calamities 


be overpaſt. 


33. God is compared to a HIDIXG-PLACE, (v). How 
invifible is his nature! how hidden and myſterious are 
his methods of protecting his people! how great their 

'(5) If. xxxiii. 21. () Deut. Xxxii. 4. (x) Pfal. lvii Is 
; - ſecret 


— 
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ſecret comfort and happineſs in him ! how fully his de- 


fence of them preſerveth them from every danger, en- 
courageth their fainting heart, diſpels their fears, and 
diſappoints their foes — Lord, I flee to thee to cover 
me hide the outcaſt, the criminal that flies to thy re- 


fuge. * 


34. God is compared to a REFUGE (w). In his per 


fections, his covenant, his promiſe, kis providence, 


what unlimited fulneſs of ſure protection from every 
danger, every enemy! With what ſpeed, aſſurance of 
welcome, ouglit every man to flee to him, through 
Chriſt, the new, the ſole, the plain, the patent way! 
In him we may boldly defy ouradverſaries ; and in him 
we muſt for ever abide: for O the fearful, the eternal, 
the unavoidable danger of thoſe, who, in the moments 
of death, of judgment, are found without him ! Lord, 
-all that are far from thee ſhall periſh. When all refuge 
Fails me, when no man man cares for my ſoul, then be 
thou my refuge, my portion in the land of the li- 
ving.“ | | „ | | | 

35. God is compared to a STRONG- HOLD and FoR- 
TRESS (x). In him is all fulneſs of ſpiritual defence, 
armour, and proviſion. It is impoſſible to batter down, 
ſcale, or undermine, the ETERNAL; and with infinite 


hazard do any attempt it; or to hurt theſe who are in 


him. It is only his to be the protector of his people. 
Only thoſe who flee to him, ſhare of his full ſecurity, 
and fafe reſt: and it is theirs to boaſt and glory of him; 


and by his influence to fight againſt, and annoy their 


_ Ipiritual enemies, fin, Satan, and the world. + 
36. God is called his people's REREwarD (py). While 

they are unfit, unready, to defend themſelves againſt 

the ſecret, the ſudden attacks of their enemies, he Ki 

ly protects their perſon, and maintains their cauſe.— Cry, 


my ſoul, unto God, unto God, who performeth al 


thin gs far me.“ 


37. God is compared to a SHIELD: his love, favour, 
and truth, to a SHIELD and BUCKLER (2). His perfec- 


tions, his promiſe, his providence are eſpecially uſeful 


(u) Pl. xlvi. 1. (x) Pfal. xvii. 2. 3. ) If, Nin. 12. 
te) Gen. xv. 2. Pſal. 5. 12. and xci. 3. 4. "Wh : 
* | 14 


ind- 
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Hold, and fearleſs, amidſt their brutiſh and outrageo 


of ſpiritual deafneſs, and ftorms of trouble; and enjoy 
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in danger: they protect the whole man, chiefly, what 


15 — expoſed; and from the moſt eminent enemies, 
temptations, and troebles, we are thereby protected: 
By God's exerting his favour, and fulfilling his truth, 
his faithful word ; he not only defends from dangers, 
but emboldens and enableth us, unhurt, to contend with 
our ſpiritual foes. Let me ſay of the Lord, He is my 
ſhicld and buckler, my God in whom I will truſt : tho? 
an hoft encamp againſt me, I will be confident in this.“ 
38. God is compared to a waALL, and wALL or 
FIRE (a). He is the great ſupport, beauty, and pro- 
tector of his people on every ſide: he ſurrounds them 
with his promiſe, perfections, and preſence ; and on 
kim do all their chambers of ordinances, and worſtup- 
ing aſſemblies depend : with his benign influence, he 
enlightens and warms the hearts of his people: with 


his complete, his awful protection, he renders them fafe, . 

us 

enemies. N „ 
39. God is compared to an HABITATION and pWELL - 


ING PLACE (5). We enter into his favour, by Jeſus, as 


our door, our way: In him are contained all our choice 
riches, and e e In a ſtate of union to, and fel- 

lowſhip with him, we are ſafe from the ſcorching heat 

of divine wrath, the fiery darts of temptation, the cold 
complete pleaſure, and reſt to our ſoul ; with every thing 
comely and uſeful : here we have ſweet fellowſhip with ; 
divine perſons, holy angels, and ranſomed men, —Thrice, 


thrice unhappy is our caſe, if we be without him! we 


want every thing good; and are expoſed to endleſs dan- 


ger, wandering and wo. 


40. Ged is compared to a PORTION and INHERI- 
TANCE (c). In infinite kindneſs, and through our re- 
lation to Jeſus as our father, he is freely beſtowed upon 
us: In himſelf he comprehends every thing neceſſary, 
uſeful, precious, or comely: The enjoyment of him ſup- 
ports, ſatisfies, enriches, ennobles, enables to uſefulneſs ' 
in our ſtation; and how highly, O Jerovan, are we te 
eſteem, love, delight in, and boaſt of thee, O thou in- 
corruptible, ſweet, ever-preſent, infinite, neceſſary, all- 


(a) Exck. ai. 42. Zech. ii. 5. (6) Pſal. xc. 1. (c) Pfal. xvi. 5. 6. 
/ D comprehending 


4. 
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comprehending, unmixed, unmatched, and everlaſting 
| portion of our ſoul ! —© Whom have I in heaven but 
„ thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides 
| thee !”” | 
1 41. God is called an EXCEEDING GREAT REWARD 3 
4 and EXCEEDING Joy (4). Our enjoyment of him is | 
| the proper reward of Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed ; 
| and the gracious reward of our holy obedience : He. | 
[ infinitely ſurpaſſeth every other privilege. Nothing, | 
my ſoul, is worth thy joys, or lovely as thy God : He 
infinitely tranſcends our comprehenſion, and deſert. He | 
is the cauſe and object of ſuch ſolid, pure, and ſpiritual 
S | Joy, as in ſweetneſs, uſefulneſs, and duration, far exceeds | 
the joy of child-birth, of marriage, of harveſt, of vic= 
tory, of friendſhip, or of recovery of what had been loſt. 
— Rejoice, my ſoul, in the Lord, and again rejoice. | 
42. God is compared to GoLD and s1LvER (). How | 
infinitely pure, precious, glorious, defirable, durable, 
uſeful, and enriching ! How glorious and honourable- | 
he renders every one that enjoys him ! how to them he | 
anſwereth all things! how he emboldens them towards: | 
himſelf ; toward their conſcience ; toward Satan; and e 
toward a preſent evil world! Be thou, O Almighty, my MW 2! 
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gold, and I ſhall have plenty of filver. - | Ja 
43. God is compared to a Ja48PER STONE (/), which h 
is either white; or green, and ſpotted with red or pur- h 
ple. O the excellency ! the glory! the brightneſs ! the | In 
majeſty ! and the refreſhful influence of his nature, and fe 
countenance ! He is light itſelf, dwelis in, and is-clo- bl 
thed with it. How ſweetly, how myſteriouſly, are all - 
w 


his perfectious connected together, and contained in ene 
another ! Thrice fair Original of all that is lovely, be ft. 
thou mine, my God, and my ALL IN II. 


= | 44. God is likened to a red sax DIE STONE (g). How in 
I terrible his majeſty ! How fiery his indignation againſt | hi 
4 his enemies! how ſevere his correction of his people]! No — 

a 


wonder my ſoul be, with Moſes, afraid to look on God. 

45. God is called the 8TRENGTH 3 SALVATION ; 
HOPE ;z and GLoRY, of his people (5). He is the au- 
thor, the ſubſtance, the maintainer, perfecter, and end 


: (d) Gen. xv, 2 Pfal. xliii. 4. e) Job XKii. 2 "hg J) Rev. 
iv 2. (g) Ibid. (5) If. xii. 2. and IX. 19. Joel iii. 16. | 
Fl 1 . 0 
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of their glory, ſalvation, and ſtrength; and the ground, 
the object, the cheriſher, preſerver, and perfecter of 


their hope. Is Jenovan now my firength and ſong ? 


Is he alſo become my ſalvation ? 

46. God's juſtice is called his sworp (i). By it, 
with aſtoniſhing pain, he ſlaughtered the Sen of his 
love: It reached even to his heart. Eis foul was ama- 
zed and very heavy ; troubled till he knew not what to 
ſay ;, ſorrowful even unto death. By it, with torment- 


ing pain, and ofteu ſuddenly, he cuts off his enemies. 


Thou bloody flaming ſword, how waſt thou ſheathed in 
a Saviour's heart for me I for poor, — for finful, — 
worthleſs, —wretched me 


n + 
Metaphors reſpecting Chriſt. | 


1. CHRIST is compared to an ANGEL (4 As 
Mediator, he is his Father's ſervant, his prin- 


cCipal attendant ; fits at his right hand; is admitted into 


ineffable nearneſs and intimacy with him; Clearly he 
alway beholds, and with infinite pleafure and delight is 


he always beheld by, him; God's heart and eyes are en 


him continually. It is thine, O Jeſus, to excel in ho - 
lineſs, in actisity, wiſdom, and ſtrength: thine to be 
fent on the prineipal errands of Heaven; and to pu- 
bliſh the moſt important meſſages of God to men. He 
is the great MichAgL, who 1s as the mighty God; 
who ſaves, protects, and delivers his people; and re- 
ſtrzins and conquers his foes: the Angel that appear- 
ed to the ancient patriarchs ; and was with the Hebrews 
in the wilderneſs. His having power over fire, imports 
his abſolute dominion over all the judgments of God, 


and the angry contentions of men; and his coming in 
{flaming fire, to take vengeance on :hem who know net 


God, and who obey not the goſpel. His /ightening the 


whole earth with bis glory, imports his diſplay of his 


ſhining excellencies in his righteous and fearful judg- 


(i) Zech. viii. 7. (i) If. Iaizi. 9. Dan. zi. 1. Rev. xii. 
7. and xiv. 18. and xvii. . 4 
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it ſignifies his dwelling in our nature (7). His #dy, | 


Bikers, is united to him, directed, and nouriſhed by 
him (). He is avbite, glorious, pure, and comely, 


- 3. 4. 27. (Pp) Ezek. i. 28. () Ezck. i. 27. (7; Dan. X. 6. 
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ments; and in the ſpread of his glorious goſpel. ls it 
not thine, bleſſed Angel, to miniſter to me; to encamp 
about me? Am not I ſanQified by God the Father, 
preſerved in Chrift Jeſus, and called? br 

2, Chriſt is compared to a man (J). In the new co- 
venant - tranſaction, he repreſents only men; under the 
Old Teſtament he often appeared in the likeneſs of man; 
in his incarnation he partook ef the common nature of | 
man: To repreſeat him are the parts, the actions, the 
adjuncts, and relations of men, uſed; in ſcripture, times 
almoit innumerable. His whole body, ſignifies his per- 
fon, God man; or his obedience and ſuffering in his 
human nature (2). His having the appearance of braj7, 
imports his firmneſs, ſtrength, purity, and brightneſs (2). 
His likeneſs to amber, or rather a metal mixed of geld 
and ſilver, imports the precioufneſs and ſhimng glory of | 
his perſon ; and the union of his two natures in it: or, 
if the word ſignifies a burning coal, it denotes his infinite 
purity; his being the brightneſs of the Father's glory; 
his flaming love to his people; his burning zeal for 
their good, and his Father's honour ; and his fiery in- 
dignation againſt his enemies (). His having the ap- 
pearance of a rainbow, ſignifies that he is the ſurety, 


the mediator, the head, the meſſenger, the ALL of the 


new covenant (). His having the appearance of fre, 


imports his awful and unſpotted Godhead ; his warm- | 


( 

| 

: 

; 

0 

ing, and enlightening his people; his being a wall of . 
fire to protect, and pular of fire to. direct and guide 

them (g). His.Lody being like the azure beryl, denotes | E 

his excellency, preciouſneſs, heavenly glory, and bright- WM . 

neſs : or, if the ſardonyx, a fleſh-coloured ſtone be meant, 4: 

fe 


as diſtinguiſhed from his head, denotes his church, which, | 
by the neck of covenant union, of ſcripture, and of mi- 


in bis divinity, his holinefs, his exaltation, and love; 
and ruddy in bis manhood, his bloody ſuffering, his 
low abaſement, and his tremendous vengeance (72). His 


) Zech. vi. 12. (n) Dan. x. 5. () Ezek. xl. 3. (o) Ez k. 


(a) F ph. "A 22. , 500g V. 10s 
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head as the 9z2/7 fine, the moit ſolid and ſhining gold, is 
his all comely, exalted, precieus, and durable God- 
head, high dignity, and royal dominion over all (2). 
But the fling of his head with the dew, and his locks © 
with the drops of the night, imports his manifold, his 
ſhocking, and perplexing iufferings for our fins ; and his 
enduring our inuumerable and provoking affronts (x). 
His white hairs, denote his wiſdom, his majeſty; and 
his being from everlaſting God ()). His buſhy and 
black locks, import his unchangeableneſs; his perpe- 


| tual vigour, freſhneſs, and beauty; with the ſhining 


wiſdom of his appearances and counſels (z). His eyes, 
denote his knowledge of ajl thiags; his tender care and 
affection towards his people. Theſe, /ike the eyes of deves 
waſhed with milk, and fitting on fulneſs, are pure, elcar, 
comely, condeſcending, and fixed on his choſen bride; 
are ever fixed on his own fulneſ7 of Godhead, and com- 
municative grace; on the fulneſi of time appointed by 
the Father; and on the church, which is the fulneſi of 
him that filleth ALL in Aa1L (a). Theſe, like a flame 
of fire, are piercing, irreſiſtible, and terrible to his ene - 
mies (5). His lips and mouth, denote his authority 
and word; which, like //ies dropping ſweet-ſmelling 
myrrb, are pure, pleaſant, ſavoury, glorious, majeſtic, 
and condeſcending ; and do gradually, powerfully, con- 
ſtantly, and gentiy, communicate his ever- freſh, his pre- 
cious, his purifying, his ſoul-refreſhing, and perfuming 


E grace and glory (c). His cheeks like a bed of fpices, 


are the comely, dehghtful, refre{bfu] Teſtaments of his 
word; and the ordinances of his grace; the manifefta- 
tion of his glory to us; or his humiliation and fſuf- 

fering in our ſtead (4). His mighty voice li le ma 
waters, like the roaring of a lion, or the voice of a mul- 
titude, is the awful, the important language of his word 
and providence; which extends to every end of the earth; 
reacheth the heart of men; brings manifold particular 
meſſages; is terrible to his enemies, and threatens them 
with ſudden and fearful deſtruttion (e) His whore 
ace and countenance, are his manifeſtations of himſel a 
(4) Song v. 11. (4) Song v. 2. (5) Rev. i. 14. (z) Song 
v. 11. (a) Song v. 2. () Dan. x. 6. Rev. i. 14. c) Song 

Y. 13. (d. Ibid. (e) Rev. i. 15. and x. 3. Dan. . Go, , 
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in his perfon and office; which, /zke ligbining, are ſur- 
priſing, majeſtic, and awful: [ike the fun Shiming in his 


frrength, are enliglitening, warming, glorious, dazziing 


and pleaſant : are as Zebunon, excellent as the cedars, 
ever freth, firm, comely, and delightful. But his face 
and viſage as marred more than any man, import the 
dreadful ſuffering and ſhame which he endured in his 
human nature (/). | 

His ſhoulders, denote his almighty power, his infi- 
nite wifdom, care, and love, which qualify him to bear 
our fins in his own body on the tree; to bear our per- 
fons to glory; and to bear the charge of government 
committed to him by the Father 755 His arms like 
poliſhed braſs, are his powerful, his glorious ſtrength, 
providence, mercy, and love (4). His hands, are his 
power, his operation, and bounty; which, like gold- 
rings ſet with the beryl; are pefect, celeſtial, comcly, 


and every way excellent; and by which he apprehends 


and holds faſt his jewels, his choſen feed (7). Eis paps 
denote his communicative, his all- neuriffling, fulneſs 


of grace and glory (1). His boſom is his love, his care, 


kis ſpecial protection; his beſtowal of eminent fellow- 


faip with himſelf (J). His belly or bowels as bright 
ivory overlaid with ſapphires, are his tender ſympathy ;. 
his boundleſs eompaſſion; which, O how valuable! how 
pure and unmixed! how conſtant, firm, and durable ! 
how reviving, refrething, and love-exeiting ()! His. 
heart, denotes his meft endeared affectien, and tender 
regard (2). His /oins, are his firm purpoſes, and al. 
mighty power (0%. His legs like pillars of marble ſat 
in ſockets of gold, denote his everlaſting ability, to ſup» 
port the weight of creation ;.the weight of the new. 
eovenant eoneerns; the weight of the perſons, the ſins, 
the puniſhments, the care, and falvation of his. people; 
and the weight of the glory beſtowed on him by the 
Father; and his ſuffieieney to travel the whole journey, 
and run the whole race of our redemption, ſet before 
bim; and to tread down his oppoſers with fury and 
Dan. x. 6. Rev. i. 16. Song v. 15. If. Hi. 14. () Luke 
Av. 3. II. ix. 6. (6) Iſ. xłI. 11. Dan. x. 6. (7) Song v. 14. 
6) Rev. i. 13. (J) If. xl. 11. (i Song v. 14. (2) Song viii. 

6. (ov) Dan. X. 5 | . . 1 
tc ale 
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eule (). His feet, are his providence; his various 
mom ions, in coming to this world, in travelling throngh 


fuf ring and wo, in treading the wine-preſs of his ven- 


ear ce, and trampling down his obdurate foes; which, 
tike poliſhed braſs, are firm and determined, glorious, 
and pure; and like fre or braſs burning in à furnace, 
are awful and majeſtic to all, but deſtructive and ter- 
ribl- to them that oppoſe him (q). His heel, is his 
holy, but created manhood, which Satan bruiſed and 
afflicted during his humbled debaſement ; and his peo- 
ple and followers, whom, while on earth, Satan bruiſeth 
and afflicts by his manifold temptations (7). His eps 
and goings, are his various approaches, towards incar- 
nation in the likeneſs of ſinful fleh ; his conduct, in 
fulflling all righteouſneſs, and receiving his glorious 
reward : his manifold approaches towards our perſons, 
in the influence of his grace; his operations innume- 
rable in managing the world (5). His one font on the 
fea, and the other on the earth, ſignifies that all the ere - 
ation, every thing troublous, or reitful, is ſubject to his 
will, and under his care (t-). | 1 

His having a rainboau round about bis head, imports 
bis high eſtimation of the new covenant ; his being ever 
mindful of it; and in his whole conduct acting accord» 
ing to the tenor of it (4). His power, his NES 
zeal for our falvation, and his Father's honour, are his 
beautiful garments, which adorn his perſon, and render 
him fit for his work (x). His linen garment down to the 
foot, is the univerſal 2 of his adminiſtration; and 
the finiſhed righteouſneſs, which covers both him and 


4 


his ſeed (y). His being c/sthed with a cleud, import 


his tremendous majeſty ; his incomprehenfible nature; 
and his gloomy and unſearchable providence (z). His 


| glorions, his pure, and everlaſting power, faithfulneſs, 


equity, and love; and his Father's commiſhon, to be 


our prieſt and ſovereign, are his golden girdle, by which 


he is adorned and qualified for his mediatorial work (a). 
His /ife, is his uninterrupted activity, with the fulneis 


.d. Song v. 15. . 1. Re v. i. 15. and x. 1. ) Gen. 


iii. 15» (8) Pſal. Jxxxix. 51. and laviii. 24. (f) Rev. x. 2. 
(#) Rev. x. 1. (x) If. Iix. 17, () Rev. i. 13. (2) Rev. x. i. 


of 
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of grace and of glory, lodged in him, for us (5). His 


meat, is the infinite pleaſure he takes in honouring his 
Father, and ſaving bis choſen (c). ; 
His /i#ting at God's right hand, imports the firm ſe- 
curity, the unceaſing continuance, of his high dignity ; 
his extenſive authority, and his undiſturbed reſt (4). His 
fitting on a cloud, or white cloud, denotes the myſteri- 
ous, the awful, but pure, righteous, and glorious na- 
ture of his procedure eg. is landing at God's right 
hand, and appearing in his preſence, ſigniſies his con- 
ſtant, zealous, and ever-prevalent interceſſion for us (VJ. 
His fanding among the myrtle-trees in the bottom, and 
at the right hand of the poor, and at the door of our heart, 
denotes his favourable preſence with the Jews in their 
captive and diſtreſſed condition; his preſence with his 
people in their deepeſt afflictions; and his readineſs ts 
help and relieve them; and his readineſs to enter into 
our foul, and his deſire to be received by us {eg}. His 
evalking among the golden candleſticks, imports his pecu- 
Har prefence and delight in his churches ; his conftant 
operations in them ; his unceaſing ſupply of them with 
the oil of his ſpiritual influence ;/ and his unwearied 
fouffing off their corruptions (/). His walting with 
perſons in a fiery furnace, repreſents his diſting uiſned 
nearneſs to, comfort, and ſupport of his people, un- 
der their heavieſt and ſharpeſt trials (2). His read. 
ing in the wine-preſs, and flaining his garments with red, 
imports his terrible and bloody victory over all his op- 
poſers, fin, Satan, the world, or death (&). His tra- 
velling in the greatneſs of his firength, imports his gra- 
cious preſence in every part of his church; and his dif- 
play of the exceeding greatneſs of his power and love, 
to fave his people, and ruin their foes (%). His having h. 
a writers inkhorn by his fide, to mark for ſafety the | 
mourners in Jerufalem; and his being cher the men with } 
#he flaughter-weapons ; import his Beke power to -. 
ſave alive or deſtroy; his tender and exact preſervation 
of his mourning ſaints; and his ſupreme direction and 


| [ (5) John v. 36. Gal. ii. 20. (c) John iv. 33. (dy Pfal. ex. I. 
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„ * 8 28 
66 


— — 


| (e) Rev. aiv. 14. (/ Ads vii, 56. (g) Lech. i. 8. Plat. eis. © 
| 31. Rev. ni. 20. 6) Rev. ii. 1, (2) Dan. iii. 23. (I) Hf. Ixiii. i 
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management of the bloody ruin of his enemies C. 
His meaſuring the vitionary temple and city before Eze- 
kiel, and ſnewing him the parts and ordinances thereof, 
import his prerogative to appoint every form and ſta- 
tute of the church; and to give men the true know- 
ledge thereof n. His holding the flars in his right 
hand, imports his giving minifters their commiſſion, and 
his ſupporting them in their work (. His having 
the ſeven Spirits of God, implies his full poſſeſſion of 
the divine Spirit, in his diverſified gifts and graces (. 
His having a /:tt/e book in his hand, which he delivered 
to John to eat; and his opening the ſeven ſeals of God"s 
boos, import his manifeſting of the ſecrets, the purpoſes, 
and mylteries of God, to men . | 
His hou/e, is his church; which he planned; which 
he built and furniſhed ; which he rules, protects, and 
with pleaſure dwells in (+). His chambers, are his or- 
dinances; his worſhipping aſſemblies; and his beſtowing 
of intimate communion with himſelf (). His AH 
is his ever-pleaſant, flouriſhing, and refreſhful church, 
covenant, word, and ordinances (). His table may de- 
note heaven, where he was before his incarnation, and 
where he now 1s ;—Judea, where he reſided during maſt 
of his debafement; — orrather the ordinances of the goſpel, 
wherc he delights himſelf, and nourifheth his friends (u). 
His proviſion on it, of bread, of He/h, of honey, milk, aua- 
ter, or wine, is the ble ſſings of the new covenant ; him- 
felf, and his righteouſneſs ; his Father and fulneſs ; his 
Spirit and grace (x). His ointwente, are his fnineſs of 
Spirit and grace, which ſoftens our heart, and renders 
us pleaſaut and comely to God (%). The. kiffes of his 
2:01th, may denote his coming into our nature and world: 
rather the promiſes of his goſpel, and manifeſtations of 
his love; which mark his kindneſs and reconciliation 
to us; inexpreſſibly delig hi our ſoul, and enkindle our 
love to himſelf (Z). His chariot af the aucod of Lebanon, 
is his pure, his firm, his fragrant, and incorruptible 


(72) Ezek. ix. nd x. (n) Ezex. xl.—xlviij. chap. (o) Rev. 
Nv. 1. Rev. iii. 1. (7) Rev. x. and v. and vi. chzp. 


(7) Song i. 17. ) Song i. 4. (t) Song i. 16. ] Song 
1. 12. (x) Prov. ix. 5. If. xxv. 6 Song v. 1. (3) Song 
1. 3. (z) Song i. 2. | ; 
manheod: 
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manhood : its //ver pillars, are precious, comely, pure, 
and durable graces: its golden bottom, is his glorious, al- 
mighty, immutable, ineſtimable, and everlaſting God- 
head: its purple covering, is his bloody ſuffering, and 
royal exaltation: its mid- pavement of love, is his un- 
bounded favour to his choſen, that infpired him to un- 
dertake for, obey, and ſuffer in their ſtead ; and which 
is the foundation of all their comfort and reſt ;— or his 
chariot may denote his new covenant, his goſpel, or 
church (a). His awhite borſe, is his pure, pleaſant, and 
glorious goſpel of peace; by means of which he marks | 
out his greatneſs, marcheth through his church, conquers, | 
and enters the hearts of his people (5). His bow, his | 
arrows, and ſword, are his powerful word, and almighty 3 
influences, whereby he convinceth his choſen, and ſub- « 
dues them to himſelf. - His zaking his bow ; ſhooting his 1 
arrows ;. aud girding his ſword on his thigh, denotes his 1 
irited exertion of his ſoul-conquering grace (c). His N 
key of David, is his royal authority over his church, to f 
rule and correct at his pleaſure; and his inſpired word, t 
by which he opens our heart to himfelf, and opens for | 
us an eſcape from every, danger, and an entrance into the 
houſe eternal in the heavens (d). His ſharp fickle, is his 
unlimited and irreſiſtible power, by which he puniſheth ic 
and cuts off the nations, and gathers them to his bar, and p. 
to their eternal ſtate (e- my adored Redeemer he 
ſo reſemble a man? call him then, my ſoul, no more Baali; G 
but call him Iſhi, My Man, MY HUSBAND. Go thou th 
with this Man. Hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh. fy 
3. Chriſt is called the man of God's right hand (,). bl 
By folemn oath, JzHovan conſecrated him to his of- — 
ice. By his infinite ſtrength he ſupports him in it. 
Through him he manifeſts the exceeding greatneſs of Hof 
his power in the f(alvation of men. And to his right gr. 
hand he hath exalted him, to itt thereon, till he make 
all his enemies his footitool. - O thou Man of God, let cal 
my life be precious in thy fight. Thus ſaith my ſoul, Come of 
down quickly ; be thou ever at my right hand, that [ lib! 
may never be moved. | 
(4) Song iii. 9. 10. (bh) Rev. vi. 2. (c) Rev. vi. 2. Pſal. 
xIv. 3. . (d) Rev. iti. 1. If. Axii. 22+ (e) Rev. xiv. 14. 
VYPial. Ixzxx. 17. | | 1 
4. Chriſt 
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| of God? Kiſs, receive, my ſoul, the Son, leſt he 
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4. Chriſt is often, eſpecially by himſelf, called the 


SON OF MAN (g); to denote the reality of his human 
nature; his aſtoniſhing debaſement ; and his amazing 
delight in it. But did God indeed dwell with man 
well in manhood upon earth! Was he indeed the car - 
penter's ſon ! Was his mother called Mary! and were 
his brethren and ſiſters here with us | O what is this 
that God hath done for !—hath done to us! - | 

5. Chriſt is compared to an EAD (/). His people, 
like hairs, are rooted and grounded, and do grow up 
in him. In the purpoſe af God, they were choſen in 
him; in the new covenant, they were repreſented by 
him. He 1s the great honour and beauty of, and di- 
res, governs, and conveys:nouriſhment to, all his ſaints; 
—who-are joined to him by faith. It is his to add ho- 
nour and dignity to, and to rule over his church, which 
is united te him by his word, his erdinances, and mi- 
niſters.— Is this GCarmel-like head, this lofty, pleaſant, 
fruit ful, and all- exhibiting Immanuel; this crimſon like, 
this fin- bearing, this otleving, this royally-exalted' Je- 
ſus, my one head? my Lord, and my God? 

6. Chriſt is called a MEpiaTor, or DAays-Man- (7). 
He is God and man in one perſon ; a truly middle per- 
ſon between God and us. How infinitely wiſe ! how 
peaceful and condeſcending | how juſt * how mereiful !- 
how impartial, faithful, and well affected towards both 
God and men! Neceſſarily choſen to reconeile his Fa- 
ther's honour with our happineſs, he effects it by ſatiſ- 
fying his offended juſtice with his righteouſneſs and 
blood; by ſtaying our enmity by his Spirit and love. 
If I refuſe his mediation, am I not infallibly left to 
the ſeverity of the broken law, and incenſed NOOR 

e an- 
gry. Obey his voice; beware of him; provoke him not. 

7. Chriſt is called a sua TY (4). At his Father's 
call, he, from eternity, became one with us in the eye 
of the broken law : kindly he undertook for us: infal- 
libly he ſecured the full payment ef that obedience and 
ſatisfaction which we owed to his Father's law and ju- 
ſtice. Kind to aſtoniſhment, he took our whole debt 

(2) Rev. xiv. 14. (% Col. 1. 18. (% 1 Tim. ii. 3. 
( Heb. vii. 22. | > 3 
AM upon 
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upon himſelf, and eraſed our name from the bond: 
kindly he ſaid, If thou, Father, if thou, juſtice, admit 
me, Jet theſe go their way: what they owe thee, put it 
on mine account. —Never, my ſeul, ge about to eſta- 
bliſh thine own righteouſneſs 3 never thus attempt to 
_ thruſt Jeſus's name from thy debt-bond, to inſert thy 
own: never repine, that when I had nothing to pay, he 
frankly undertook all; and in due time gave his life a 
ranſom for many. © £2261 
8. Chriſt is compared to a FaTHtr (/). By his ſuf- 
ferings, the travel of his ſoul ; by his reſurrection from 
the dead; by the influence of his Spirit; by the incor- 
ruptible ſeed of his grace and word ; he, in our regene- 
ration, begets us again to a lively hope: his image he 
uts on us, and calls us by his new name. By his word 
and Spirit he teacheth, and guides us in the way where- 
in we ſhould go. By his power, his angels, and mini- 
ſters, he guards and protects us from danger. With his 
© robes of righteouſneſs, and garment of ſalvation,” he 
covers our nakedneſs, aud adorns our perſon. With 
his fesh and Blood, his perſon, obedience, and atonement, 
he refteſheth and nouriſheth eur ſoul : aud for drink, 
he giveth us his love, auhich i better than auine. Thrice 
bleſſed Father of the fatherleſs, Ray of the orphans ! 


when both father and mother forſake me, do thou take oh 
me up. FEE 15 N 
oy Chriſt is called a 1ESTATeR (2). In his unbound. MF. y 
ed affection to his poor kinſmen, he, as our dying Re- 7 
deemer, irreverſibly diſannulled our obligation to the ra 
broken law; and before witneiles, before God, angels, an 
and men, he, in the latter - will of his bleſſed word, ſo- "4 


lemnly bequeathed to us his whole fulneſs, his purcha- 
ſed bleſſings. By his death he confirmed; with his name 
he ſigned; in the inſpired records he regiſtered; in 
the ordinances of the goſpel he publiſheth; in the ſa- 
craments he ſeals, his donation: He himſelf, his Fa- 
ther, his blefled Spirit, are the faithful executors 
thereof. Search, my foul, the Scriptures, they are the 
Teſtament of a divine Father, of a bleeding Redeemer ; 
let them be fweeter than honey to my taſte: Can I, 


(7) 1. ix. 6, (22 Heb. ix, 15. 16. 425 
| | withdut 
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without aſtoniſhment, without enrapturing love, with- 
aut rage againſt my ſins, his murderers, think what he 
chere diſpones in legacy to me ! | 
10. Chrilt is compared to a BRIDEGROOM and HUS- 
348D (a). With his Father's conſent, he, with infi - 
nite wiſdom and prudence, fixed his love on finful men. 
His friends and ſervants, the prophets, and bleſſed Bap- 
tiſt, he ſent before him to-intimate his gracious deſigns. 
In the fulneſs of time, he aſſumed our nature. To pay 
eur debt; to diſannul our marriage with fin, Satan, and 
the broken law: to conquer and ſlay our ſpiritual foes ; 
to prepare for himſelf and us a wedding garment of e- 
verlafting righteouſneſs ;--he laid down his life. — In the 
goſpel he demands and wooeth our heart. Notwithſtand- 
ing our baſe birth, ourg froward temper, our lothſome 
appearance, our brutiſn ignorance and folly, our po- 
verty, weakneſs, unworthineſs, our infamous character, 
and the affronts aud injuries without number, we do 
him, he, to the endleſs admiration of angels and men, 
intimates his love to us, offers and preſents himſelf for 
our ſpiritual huſband. In the promiſe he proclaims his 
intention of marriage: with unmatched earneſtneſs and 
patience, he invites, he antreats, he urgeth. our heart 
to accept him. With the motives, of our abſolute 
neceſſity; of his own excellency; his high dignity ; his 
unfading comelineſs; his unfearchable riches ; his dying, 
his giving, his almighty love, — he enforecth his ſuit. 
The love tokens of ordinances, of common ſpiritual ope- 
rations, being given, he, in the moment fixed by his 
ancient purpoſe, breaksour union to the broken covenant, 
to our Juſts, to Satan, and to a preſent evil world. 
With pleaſure and joy he unites, he eſpouſeth us to him- 
{elf ; he giveth us an intereſt in his perſon, and all that he 
bath ; he arrays us with the robes of his righteouſneſs and 
grace; he forgiveth our offences ; he covers our infirmi- 
ty; and ſupplies our need. Kindly and prudently he 
abides with, cheriſheth, delights in, defends, enricheth, 
ennobles, and favours wh due direction, warning, re- 
proof. At laſt, with ſolemn pomp, and with amazing 
JOY» he tranſports us, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing, into his celeſtial manſions, that we ney oy | 


Math. xxy. 6. 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
ever 
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ever with him, to behold his glory, and become per- 
fectly like him, by ſeeing him as he is. Liſten, ye 
children of men, « all things are ready, come ye to 
the marriage. See that ye refuſe not him that cometh,” 
that wooeth, „from heaven. My beloved is mine, 
and I am his.” , 

11. Chriſt is compared to an Heir, or FIRsT- 
 BoRN (a). He is the eternal Son of God. He hath 
the moſt honourable, full, and unchangeable right to his 
Father's whole, property. He is the ſupport, the ho- 
nour of his family, in heaven or in earth. Him hath 
his Father ſolemnly infeoffed in all that he hath, and 
bleſſed him above all bleſſing and praiſe. It is his to 
portion out every creature, chiefly his ranſomed bre- 
thren and fifters of men + and out of his fulneſt do we all 
receive, and grace for grace.—For ever, in all things, 
Jet him have the pre- eminence. Ah! alas! that he 
was ſo lately born in my heart! | 
12. Chriſt is compared to a BROTHER (5). He is a 
true deſcendant of Adam, and wears the ſame human 
nature with us. O how he loveth, how bound, how 


ready to teach, to help, relieve, and protect us! Nor, 


however worthy, exalted, and honourable he be, is he 
aſhamed to own his fraternal] relation to us. How,plea- 
ſed in converſe, in fellowſhip, in familiar intimacy with 


us! He is a brother born for adverſity « in days of tribu- 


lation, he ſhews the moſt diſtinguiſhed kindneſs ; he at- 
fords the moſt ſpeedy and ſignal relicf.- Never, O Poſſe fi- 
or of all fulneſs, ſnall thy bowels ſuffer me, thy baſe, thy 
ſinful, thy indigent brother, to periſh for want! Jeſus, 440 
art he whem thy brethren ſhall praiſe; thy Father's chil- 
dren ſhall bow down before thee. When I find thee with- 
out, in this evil world, let me kiſs; let me embrace; 
let me openly avouch thee; let me bring thee to my mo- 
ther”s houſe, to the chambers of that church that conceived 
Wes 

13. Chriſt is compared to a faIENYD (c). In no wiſe 
can his people be without him. Infinitely he loves 
them; tenderly he ſympathizeth with them. O the count- 
leſs, the aſtoniſhing, the gracious words, and deeds, 
(a) Heb. i. 12. Col. i. $.—18, (5). Song viii. 1. (c) Song 

Ve 16. 
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by which he ſheweth them his kindneſs! How wiſely 
he confiders their caſe ! With his love, that thinketh 
no evil; with his imputed atonement ; he covers our 
. nakednefs, and conceals our infirmity. It is not thine, 
adored Redeemer, to ſay, Be warmed and filled; but 
to give what is neeedful, even above all that awe can aſe 
or hint. It is thine, to warn us of out danger; te re- 
prove our miſtakes: ſyrely thy ſmiting ſhall nat break 
my head, but be a precious oil to me. It is thine, to 
help us in trouble; to turn all our bed in eur ſickneſs ; 
to comfort us when caſt down. In death, and at the 
| awful bar, it is thine. to ſtick cloſer to us than a bro- 
ther: though all men forſake us, yet wilt not thou. It 
is thine, rather to die for us, than to deny us in any 
| = wiſe zit is thine to ſolve our doubts; to give us coun- 
. ſel in perplexity; to allow us frequent meſſages of thy 
t love; to impart to us, the ſecrets of thy providence, 
thy covenant :—thine to delight in our, ah thrice - un- 
worthy company: It is thine always to ſeek our true 
welfare ; to be highly grieved when we ſlight thy fa- 
vours; to count them, who hate us; thine enemies, and 
avenge them as ſuch. —*© This is my beloved and my 
friend, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem.” Let me fhew 
myſelf friendly; mine own friend, and my Father's 
friend, my ſoul, forget, forſake thou not. | 
14. Chriſt is a LAWwWE WER (2). He gives law to eve» 
ry creature in heaven and on earth. All the. laws of in- 
ſpiration derive their origin from him. It is only his 
to enact ſtatutes of doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and go-—- 
vernment, for his viable church. It is his to give us 
the law of faith, fulfilled not by doing, but by belie- 
ving on him that juſtifieth the ungoilly; to give us be 
moral law, without an annexed ſanction of eternal life 
or death; to give us the new commandment, to love 
one another. And from regard to his authority, muſt 
we ranſomed ſubjects obey ; for, though dead ts the law 
as a Covenant, we are not wit/h9ut [aw to Gad, but un- 
der the law t Chriſt. O Jeſus, © how love I thy law! 
it is my meditation all the day. | | 
15. Chriſt is called a xinG (5). As God he hath a 
natural right to rule over all; as Mediator, he hath gi- 


(4) Rev. I. 21. (6) Pſal. cx. 5. Rev. xv. 3. and xix. 16. 
- 4 A ven 
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ven to him © all power in heaven and on earth.” It 
is his to preſeribe rules for his kingdom of the church, 
and ſee to the execution thereof. It is his to erect, 
maintain, and order his kingdom; his to ſubdue to 


himſelf, to pardon, to rule, honour, reward, and pro- 
tect, his people; and to obſerve, reſtrain, conquer, and 
puniſh,, his and their enemies, as is goed in his ſight. 
In his hands is the power and diſpol, 

death, ſpiritual, temporal, or eternal. His ſpecial -4ing- 
4m is the church viſible and inviſible, militant or tri- 
umphant. His palace is the celeſtial manſions, the goſ- 
pel-church, nay, every ſanQified heart. The new co- 


venant, the true church, the ordinances of the goſpel, 


are his royal chariot and bed of ſtate. The Father's. 
right hand, the airy clouds, the ordinances of his wor- 


ſhip, the bearts of his people, are his ſtately throne. 


The oracles of inſpiration, are his uſe ful, his unblemiſn- 
ed, his binding /aavs. The promiſes and threatnings,, 
with the execution thereof, are his golden and iron 
ſfceptre, whereby he manifeſts his favour and wraths 
The Holy Ghoſt is his royal e, which diſtinctly marks 
and ſecures. what is his. The high dignity, the ama- 


zing glory, the various offices beſtowed on him by his 


Father, the honours aſcribed to him by his. mother the 
church, are his everlaſting, his gelden, his many crowns 
Fhe fervice of every creature, the praiſes of angels and 
men, are his revenue royal. Goſpel miniſters are his 


abalchmen, deputies, ambaſſadors, and heralds. Every 


creature, chiefly angels and ſaints, are his army and: 
bonorary guard. Truly, O Jeſus, many kings © have 
done virtueuſly, but thou excelleft them all.“ It is 
this to form thy ſubjc&s in creation 3 to make them 
anew in regeneration ; to need nothing from them ; to: 
be anointed by God himſelf ; to poffeis an univerſal] do- 
minions. It is thinc to be infinitely wife, mighty, mer- 
eiful, patient, peaceful, honourable, unchangeable, im- 
mortal. Have I, my foul, feen this King in bis beau- 
ty? Have I beheld his goings in the ſanctuary? Have L 
felt bis powerful voice, and mighty arm, in my heart? 
do I think, do I © ſpeak, of the things that concern the 
 Kivg ?” Is my tongue © as the pen of a ready writer!“ 

: i nz 16. Chriſt 
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16. Chriſt is a coosssLNTOR (a). O his infinite 
dignity, wiſdom and prudence! He is the high favour- 
ite of Heaven; entirely acquainted with all the divine 
ſecrets. | Nor is any thing tranſacted by his Father, 
without his expreſs concurrence. In harmonious con- 


cert, with his adored Father, and bleſſed Spirit, he 


_ deviſed, he fixed, the whole plan of our redemption, and 


every concern thereof, without ever needing aſſiſtanes 
from the wiſdom of creatures. His whole conduc is 
infinitely reaſonable and wiſe in itſelf, though often 
dark and my ſterious to created, chiefly to carnal, reaſon. 
Tt is thine, O Jeſus, to adviſe and direct us in every 


hard and intricate cafe; to acquaint us ſavingly with 


the laws, the ſtatutes, the goſpel-edifts, of Heaven. 
It is thine to ſhew us the weakneſs or validity of our 
claim, and of our evidence of right to the inheritance 
above ;—thine to manage every important concern of our 
ſpiritual marriage, our peace, or proſperity, to thy honour 
and our endleſs advantage.—Shall 7 blefs the Lord, that. 
gave me counſel, and made my reins to inſtruct me, in 
the ſecret watches of the mght! _. W 

17. Chriſt is repreſented by the r E in Exzekiel's 
laſt viſions (3). By his own righteouſneſs, and as the 


| ſovereign head of the church, he alone enters into the 


temple, the preſence of God. How extenſive is his 
dominion, and redoubled his glory in heaven and earth! 


Under his evangelic, his millennial reign, magiltrates, 


miniſters, and people, do juſtice; work righteouſneſs, 
and cheerfully exert themſelves, and their | pho to 
promote his honour. It is his to bear the whole expence 
of offerings for his choſen ſubjeRs :— His to offer him 
ſelf an atoning ſacrifice; and to enable them to offer 
their perſons and fervice, living and acceptable ſacrifis 
ces to God: His to cauſe his own perſon ſacrifice, and 
fulneſs, to be duly exhibited, and ſpiritually received, 
on every proper and ſolemn occaſion. .. He is alway in 
the midft of his people, to protect them from every — 
ſympathize with them in every trouble ; ſupply them 
with every neceſſary grace; aſſiſt them in every holy 
ſervice ; and to be conſtantly ſeen and enjoyed by them. 
He goeth in with them to the throne of grace, to in 

la) II. "5 HE (5) Ezek. xlv. 1. 2. 3. and xly. 225. aud 
Alvi. 1.—18. ; 
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troduce and preſent their petitions ; in to the honſe of 
God, to lead them into green paſtures ; in to the fearch 
af their hearts, to ſhew them what and whoſe they are. 
He goeth ov? i lle, from ordinances, to give them 
his Spirit, to bring to their remembrance what he ſaid 

to them; to preſerve them from an evil world, and keep- 
them from falling : and to go out 12th them at death, to 
uſher them into the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
Whatever he beſtows, is out of his own immenſe fulneſs. 

What is given to ſtaviſn and formal profeſſors, he will 
in wrath take from them: But what is beſtowed on his 

renuine children, ſhall abide with them for ever. 

18. Chriſt is compared to an ams:3s4D0R (a). In 
the name of Jen ovan, the g eat King, whole name is 
dreadful among the Heathen, he came perfonally iz the 
feſh; and, in the goſpel, ſtill comes ſpiritually to our 
world. With infinite wiſdom, . vntainted faithfulneſs, 
unſpatted integrity, and tender affection to God, and 
to men, he ſolemnly propoſeth the terms, lays the foun- 
dation of, and completes the bleſſed treaty oFecverlaſting - 
peace and friendffip; of ſpiritual marriage and traffic, 


etween his almighty Father, and us ſinful, rebellious, 


and ſelf. ruined men. Think, my ſcul, hew it grieves 
him, when his propoſals are ſlighted! how he leaves the 
deſpiſers to wonder and perifn, under the fury of his 
Father's juſt vengeance ! to whom, at the end, he will 
deliver up the kingdom, and render an exact aecount of 
his management and ſucceſs. — If this Aiubaſſador of peace 
eweep bitterly ; if by tears, by groans, by blood, by 
death; he beſeech me to be reconciled unte God; O my 
foul, beware of him; obey his voice; provoke him not; 
he will not pardon my wilful, my final, tranſgreſſions; 
for my Father's name is in him. . 
19. Chrift is a zupce (5). In his Father's name and 
authority, he, with unlimited wiſdom, impartial equity, 
almighty power, and undaunted courage, maintains the 
honour of the divine law, and rhe peace and order of his. 
fubjects. By paſſing and executing proper and ſeaſon- 
able ſentenees, he renders himſelf. infinitely terrible to 
offenders. It is his to recognize every man's deeds, and: 
(4) I. xlix. 3.—8. 2 Cor. v. 18. 19. 20. If, iii. 13. 14. 13 
8 (6) John v. 22. 3 Tim. iy. 8. | ; 1; Y 


— 
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to reward or revenge, as they are good, or bad. Now; 
every coaſcicuce, every church ruler, is deputy under 
kim. At the laſt day, every man, every apoſtate angel; 
ſhall be publicly fiſted at his deeiſ ve tribunal. By the 
teſtimony of God and of their cenſcience, ſhall he fully 
eviace ; and openly ſhall he declare, what they have been, 
or done. According to his righteous law, ſhall he pro- 
nounce and execute their ſentence ; diſmiſſing the wiek- 
ed into everlaſting puniſhment, but the rightecus inis life 
eternal. — Meditate terror, ye obſtinate tranſgreſſors, 
& behold, he cometh with clouds; every eye ſhall ſee him, 
and they alſo which pierced him: all the av/-fed kindreds: 
of the earth ſball wail becaufe of him. Now, Pow 19 
the accepted time; 0 u, is the day of ſalvation 2% nov, 
embrace him as your offered, your all- ſufficient Saviour; 
ſo ſhall ye be fœ ever delivered from him, as your angry 
Judge. If you neglect this, how ſhall you ** abide the 
day of his coming, in flaming fire, to take vengeance 
on all them that know not God, and who obey not the 
| bach Lift up thine head, my foul ; none elſe is judge 
ut Chriſt. ill he, who bare my fins, plead againſt me 
in judgment? No; but he will put ſtrength i in ms. 


5 T know in whom have believed; and that he is able to 


keep that ſalvation of my foul, which k have IH ny 
to him, againſt that day.” 
20. Chriſt is an apyocareE (a). ene e his 7a. 
ther's appointment, he openly invites finful men, parti- 
eularly kis children, to eommit their ſpiritual cauſes into 
his hand. Kindly, freely, readily, and often undeſired, 
he undertakes them, as far as equity permits. Wich in- 
finite fill, integrity, ſaithfulneſs, boldneſs; eare, and 
'fuceeſs, he lends them at his Father's bar, notwithſtand- 
ing all that a broken law, a malieieus devil, or guilty 
confeience, can alledge to oppoſe him. Infiſting on the 
unanſwerable plea, of his finiſhed righteouſneſs, of his 
down and his Father's honour, love, promiſe,” his inter- 
_ecſhon alway prevails, obtains the gracious Pardon of 
every crime, the full claim to, and perfect poſſeſſion of, 
all that grace, and that glory, — — eft Aabliſhed by 
the laws of the new covenant, Hail, my foul, - Jeſus 
is able to ſave me to the n: being he 170 li- 
OW 1 Joba ii.. . . z 271 
| Yak 
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veth to make interceſſion for ne. Let me intercede 


for myiclf, and others, with grsanings which cannot be 
&ttered. | | 

21. Chriſt is the carTam sf /alvation (a). By his 
Father's cammandment, he, in the diſplay of his ho- 


nour, his valour, his wiſdom, faithfulneſs, and ſtrength, 


cheerfully, openly, and boldly proclaimed war with fin, 
Satan, and a carna} world. Armed with zeal, with righ- 
tcouſneſs, with power and wrath, he, in his incarnation, 
his death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, his ſpiritual and ſe- 
cond coming, fights with, conquers, and ſpoils them; 
enriching his friends with the prey. It is thine, O Jeſus, 


with he /word of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
with the goſpel-arrows, of deep conviction, of ſaving il- 


lumination and heart-melting influence, to ſubdue thy 
people, and make them auzlling in the dgy of thy power. 


It is thine, to cauſe them enliit under they banner, and 


take hold of thy covenant :—Thine to teach their hands 
to war, and their fingers to fights with principalities, 
powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places; and to 


mortiſy the deeds of the body, and crucify the fleſh, that 


they may live :—Thine to array them with the military 
robes of thy righteouſneſs, and grace, and to equip them 


with the whole armour of God. It is thine to appoint 


each his particular ſtation and work, and direct them to 
watch, march, attack, or retreat; to watch againſt 


temptation ; lu/# againſt the fleſh; reſiſt the devil; or 
flee youthful Juſts. It is thine to encourage their heart, 


with the hopes of victory, and of an exceeding great re- 


dard. Thine to provide their ſpiritual proviſion ; to ſhew 
them the enemy; prudently diſcover their force, and 
point out their ſtratagems. It is thine to protect from 
the fiery darts of the devil, and keep from evil, that it 

may not grieve them. Thine to lead on to the attacks; 
and to ſucceed, prefer, reward, or correct, as is good in 


thy fight. It is thine to purchaſe, to beſtow, to pro- 


mote, and maintain our everlaſling ſalvation; and to pu- 
niſh with unſupportable ruin, ſuch as refuſe thy terms of 
peace, or decline to enliſt in thy bands. In all my ſpi- 

ritual warfare, let me {ct the Lord continually before me: 


.) Heb. ii. 10. Rev. Aix. 12.—21. Iſ. Iv. 4. 1 
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tet me ſtand ſtill, and fee his falvation; 66 nod follow- 
after him, only to ſpoil.“ 
22. Chriſt is a LEADER and GUIDE (a): By hd divine 
providence he directs all things. In the wilderneſs of a 
natural ſtate, and of a preſent evil world, he meets witk 
his choſen. In their regeneration, he converts them from 
the error of their way; makes them to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate; and brings them into himfelf, the way that 
leadeth unto life. He abides with, comforts, athits, goes 
before, and ſhews a pattern to them; and hy his word: 
and Spirit directs them in every caſe, till they enter into 
the joy of their Lord. Rejoice, my ſou}, — he ſnall 


vide me in a right way; by way to him commit; he 


Jhall bring it to paſs: with him I ſhall walk, and not be 


aveary ; 1 thall run, and not be faint. 
23. Chrift is called a yrorHErT and TEACHER (5)- : 
In conſequence of divine appointment and furniture for 


his work, he, by his word and Spirit, faichfully and 


infallibly reveals to men his Father's will . chictly, what 
relates to à future ſtate, and the way to it. How un- 
bounded, and exact, is his knowledge of the divine mind. 
It is his to have © compaſſion on the ignorant, and on: 
them that are out of the way:“ with aſtoniſhing pa- 
tience and care, freely to teach them the myſterĩes of the 
kingdom. lt is his to inform his people, how tocleanſe 
themfclvesfrom iniquity ; how toavert divine judgments 3, | 
kow. to war with their 1 piritual foes, and ts aſſure them 
of {ſucceſs therein. It is his ta ſolve all their doubts 5 
and ſpeak a word in feaſon te them that are weary. ' It 
& his to confirm his miſſion with miracles, obvious to the 
world; and with almighty influence, felt by the heart. 
It is his to appoint and qualify' every true teacher in his 
church. . And ah the fearful: doom, that awaits ſueh as 
neglect to attend his inſtructions! O ye fons of men, 
whether you hear, or whether yeu forbear, you ſhal}.know 
that a prophet was among you - God forbid that our 
Prophet ſhould be without honour in his own ecuntry« 

24. Chrift is the INTERPRETER, one among a thous 
fand (5). To his children he explains the ſecrets of his 
covenant ; the myſteries of his word; the deeps of his 


{9 If. lr. 4 (5) AQs ith, 22, Jobs iii, (e) Job ui. 23. 
; l | 7 nature, 


| . 25. Heb. Ville . Rom. AV. 8. 


58 A BRIEF VIEW OF Book II. 


nature, perſon, and purpoſe ; the wonders of his provi- 
dence. By him they are made to underſtand, when, and 
what, the Lord ſpeaks to them ; and taught to expreſs 
the language of heaven in prayer, praiſe, and holy con- 
ference. — When, O Jeſus, wilt theu privately explain 
every parable to me ? When wilt thou unteach me this 
Aſhdod-like jargon of carnal and unknown words? and 
turn to me a pure language? O when ſhall this Ba bel- 
like ſtrife about words entirely eeaſe in the church and 
world; and men “ ſerve the name of the Lord with 
one conſent.“ : 5 10 
25. Chriſt is called the faithful and true wirxxss (2). 
Being divinely called, he, with the utmoſt fidelity and 
clearneſs, declares to men the whole truth of God, ne- 
ceſſary to be known, and nothing elſe. Solemnly he 
confirmed it, by his own, and his prophets and apoſtles 
miracles, almeſt innumerable. Solemnly he confirm- 
ed it, by his own ſuffering and death. Solemnly he 
confirms it, by his oath and facraments ; by the teſti- 
mony of. his Spirit to mens conſcience, and by the 
atteſting courſe of his providence in the world. And 
according to thy declarations, O Jeſus, ſhall we be judg- 
ed at the laſt day.— Shall I reje& the atteſted promiſes 
of God ?—My ſoul, doit thou now believe? | 

26. Chriſt is called the ayosTLE; or miſſionary of our 
profeſſien (b). Solemnly hath God called thee, O Re- 
decmer; and wonderfully hath he qualified thee, to 
make a clear, complete, and infailible revelation of his 
will to men, as the ftandard and rule of their religious 
profeſſion. It is truly thine to confirm thy miſhon and 
doctrine with miracles, benevolent, great, and many; to 
confer the Holy Ghoſt, by laying on of thy hands; to 
be equally concerned with all the churches ; and to be 
properly ſucceeded by none in thy office, It is thine to 
frame, to found, and order the goſpel- church; and to 
be the author, matter, and end, of our whole Chriſtia- 
nity. — My ſoul, confider him; let him be thy medita- 
tion all the day. . 

27. Chriſt is called a Bis Hor, overſeer, and Mix i- 
8TER (c). For the welfare of his church, he overſeeth, 


(a) Rev. iii. 15. If. Iv. 4. (5) Heb. iii. 1. (c) 1 Pet. 


watcheth 


r 
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watcheth over, preacheth the goſpel to, inſtructs, go- 
verns, and intercedes for, his people. He is the bishop 
of fouls ; he ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins ; 
he inſtructs, governs, and corrects the ſouls of men; nor 


doth, a viſible profeſſion, but real inward grace, conſti - 


tute any the ſheep of his paſture. He is called the i- 


niſter of the ſanctuary. How near he approacheth to 
God ! intercedes in the holy place above ! and at lait 
will, for ever, remain the only miniſter of the church,” 
He is called the iniſter of the circumciſion. In his de- 
baſed ftate, he preached to few but circumciſed Jews, 
—Am ! ink. to this ſhepherd and bishop of fouls ® 
Am I of the true circumciſion, who worſhip God in the 
ſpirit, rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in 
the fleſh ? 7-861 e V2 eie, DEW 
28. Chriſt is called a yaEsT (a). Taten from a- 
mong men, with reſpe& to his humanity, he is ſolemn- 
ly called of God, and furniſhed with all neceſſary gifts 
and grace, to give himſelf a ſacrifice of infinite value, 
to ſatisfy divine juſtice, and reconcile us to God; and 
to make continual interceſſion for us. His golden altar 
is himſelf, his own precious and divine nature. The 
much incenſe, where with he offers up the prayers of all 
ſaints to God, is his own merits and interceſhon His 


taking fire from the altar, or from between the che- 


rubims, and caſting it on the earth, imports that the 
contempt of his perſon and finiſhed righteouſneſs, is the 
great cauſe of vengeance z and he hath the manage- 
ment of all the fiery judgments of God ſent upon a- 
poſtate churches. He is made prięſt ith an oath : for 
his encouragement, aud for our comfort and ftedfaftneſs 


in the faith of his ere eee and interceſſion, God 


hath, in the moſt ſolemn way, aſcertained the eternal 
duration of his prieſthood. He is a prie/t of good things to 


come: his purchaſe and interceſſion chiefly relate to the 


good things, the ſpiritual privileges enjoyed in the e- 
vangelic and eternal ſtate of the church. He is the 


High prieſt of our profeſſion,” our only Mediator whoſe 


facrifice and interceſſion are the whole ſum and ſubſtance 
of the goſpel. He is a great High prigſi altogether un- 
Parallelled in the dignity of his perſon office, and work. 
(, Heb. ui. 1. and vii. 2 1. Rev. viii. 3.4. J. Fack. x. 7. 
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29. Chriſt is called the BxEaxe Hat is gone ur (a). 
In the greatneſs of his wiſdom and power, he, in the 
counſel of peace, came ur, and engaged for us. In his 
2ncarnatien, he came vp, and aſſumed our nature. In 


his life, and in his death, he came vr, and obeyed the 


law, and ſatisſied the juſtice of God in our Read, In 
dis reſurrection, in his aſcenhon, he went vr, and took 
poſſeſſion of everlaſting felicity in our name. In his in- 
terceſſion, he ſtands ur, as our advocate, to appear 
in the preſence of God for us. At laſt he will break 
through and come in the elouds. Even now he breaks through, 
and comes vr, in the offer and application of his grace 
Having, through manifold impaſſable- like paths, broker: 


up a new and living way, to eternal happineſs, he breaks 


the head of Satan, by deſtroying his power breaks ; off 
our chains of darkneſs; removes our guilt and corrup- 


tion; brings us out of our ſpiritual priſon of blindneſs 
and bondage. By conviction and illumination, he breaks 
zþ the fallow-ground of our heart. By the almighty 
influence of his love, he breaks the power of our emnity 
and rebellion. With heavy chaſtiſements, he often 


- breaks the ſpirits of his people. And with uvrelenting 


ſtrokes, and unceaſing ſtorms of wrath, he breaks to pieces 


his iucorrigible foes. — Rejoice, my ſoul, for I ſhall geg 


and paſs through ; and the Lord on my head. Break all 


things as they will, never ſhall I be broken off from him. 
30. Chriſt is compared to a MASTER and LoRD (5). 

With infinite expence, tenderneſs, ſlcill, and authority, 

he erects his church; and provides fer her every thin 


neceſſary. He inſtructs, admoniſheth, and corrects his 


people; aſſigns them their reſpective work and reward. 
It is his to 2 heartily choſen, highly feared, loved, 
honoured, and ſerved with faithfulneſs, and ſingleneſs of 
heart. Let, me call no nan maſter; for one is my ma- 
ſter, even Chriſt: he is ny Lord: O my foul, worſhip 
thou him. |; | 
31. Chriſt is compared to a MINISTER OF STATE, à 
TREASURER, and STEWARD (c). To him hath the Fa- 
ther committed all power in heaven and earth; and 
given him to be head over all things to the church. Inte 
(a) Mic. ii. 13. (C) John xiii. 13. (c) John iii. 35. Col. i. rg. 
Pla}, Ixviii. 18. Heb. iii. a3. . 11 
| | 18 
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his hand 1s given all the fulneſs of grace and glory, te- 
be diſtributed by him to finful men, according to the 
manner preſcribed in the pony and covenant of God. 
On him the happineſs of creation, chiefly of 5 body 
the church, doth depend: and to him we mult apply ia 
every time of need. With infinite prudence, with un- 
ſpotted fidelity, he manageth and diſpenſeth every thing 


committed to his charge. In the end, he will render to 


God an honourable account of it; and be rewarded 
with everlaſting glory and | para ee. ſoul, caſt 
all thy © care upon him; for he careth for thee;“ and 
will give thee thy portion in due ſeaſon. 5 

32. Chriſt hath the key oF David (a). He © open- 
eth and no man ſhutteth; and ſhutteth, and no man 
openeth. He hath the 4% of Anoauleage; he knows all his 


people's perſons, caſes, and cares: he underſtands the 


ſcriptures, and appoints others to explain them. He 
hath the key of authority, and government in his church; 
he fixeth ordinances, beſtows gifts, and diſpenſeth bleſſ- 

ings as he pleaſeth. Maugre all oppoſition, he opens 
the ſcripture ; ſpreads the light and knowledge there- 
of: he opens a door of opportunity to preach the go- 
ſpel, and gives miniſters a door of utterance therein; 
and opens the heart to receive the ingrafted word, to 


the ſaving of the ſoul. It is his to open the door oF 


the church, and admit his choſen ſheep, adding daily 
“ ſuch as ſhall be ſaved.” It is his to cen the door of 
heaven by his blood, and bring his ſaints into that gls- 
rious place. Notwithftanding every contrary attempt, 
it is thine, O Jeſus, to Shut up the ſcripture, and render 
it a ſealed book; to hut out the goſpel, by forbidding 
to preach it; to hut the heart, by giving it up to the 
power of its corruptions ; or having entered thyſelf, to 
shut out thy rivals in hell or in earth; and at laft to 


baut the gates of happineſs againſt thine obſtinate de- 
7 t 


ſpiſers. is thine to hut up men in trouble, ſpiritual 
or temporal; and to relieve them therefrom, at thy 
pleaſure. —* O bring my ſoul out of priſon, that I may 
glorify thy name. Shut be my heart to every tempta- 
tion; to every vanity; to every luſt. | 
33. Chrift is compared to an HUSBANDMAN, Or ma- 
(a Rev. iii. 7. Iſ. xx. l. 21. | | 
Fer 
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ter of a field, or vineyard (a). With the ineſtimable 


price of his blood, he purchaſed the field, the vineyard 
of his church. He hedgeth it about with diſcipline 
and government. Every one in, or about it, he placeth 


in his preper ftation. All his people, chiefly his mini- 


ſters, he appoints to labeur in, and watch over it. By 
convictions, he digs and ploughs it. By goſpel-offers 
and voracious influences, he fattens it. With his full 
flood of divine doctrines, and ſpiritual grace, he waters 
it. By cutting.off unruly profeſſors, — death, or by 
church cenſure ; by purging out unruly luſts, and irre- 
gular practices; by means of ſanctified afflictions, good 
laws, and gracious influences, he prunes and weeds. it. 
With infinite pleaſure he reviews, walks in, watcheth 


over it, and patiently waits for the fruit of it. His ripe 
ſaints he cuts down, tranſports them to his celeſtial 


barns, and ſtore-houſe; while he caſts the wicked tares 
into unquenchable fire. —The chief honour of the whole 
management, he-claims for himſelf ; but allows a pro- 
portionate reward to his minifters, his people. —Be thou, 
my ſoul, the vineyard of the Lord of hoſts ; and be my 
graces his pleaſant plants. 
34. Chriſt is compared to a sower (5). With infi- 
Nite care and ſkill, he caſts abroad the good ſeed of his 


Word in the viſible church. Partly it falls upon inat- 


'tentive ſinners, who, like the way-/ide, give it no recep- 
tion, not ſo much as into their memory and judgment : 


part of it upon //ony ground, upon obdurate and hard- 


hearted ſinners, who, though at firſt ſomewhat affected, 
quickly wither and return to their wonted unconcern : 
part of it among thornt, upon finners under the power of 
carnal cares, which choke and render it unfruitful: part 
of it upon good ground, upon renewed hearts, which, in 


different degrees, bring forth abundant fruits of righte- 


ouſneſs, to the praiſe and glory of God. After plough- 
ing our heart by conviction and trouble, it is thine, O 
Jeſus, to caſt into it the good ſeed of thy grace; thine, 


by repeated influence, to water and harrow the ſoil. — 


Juftly doſt thou call, and look for our precious fruits ; 


juſtly doſt thou reckon thyſelf honoured, when evange-. 


lical truths, gracious influences, and ſpecial providences, 
() Luke xiii, 69. (5) Matth. xili. 3.—8. 24.—32. 


make 


— 
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make us to abound in the work of the Lord. O thy 
bong ſuffering patience, and kind waiting for our re- 
h pentance — But ah the vengeance, that ſhall at laſt 
Z overtake fuch as are obſtinate and barren ! Alas! what 
ry ares of hypocrites, Satan ſows in thy church! What 
8 Z trares of ſinful inclinations and practices are in our heart: 
] 3J and life! But we look for a time, when theſe diſſem - — 
gs blers ſhall be utteriy deitroyed. — Haiten, my foul, unte- : 
7 the coming'of this day of God. 
, : 35. Chriſt is compared to a SHEPHERD (a). The Fa- 
J ther hath appointed Him to overſee his people, the 
flock of his paſture, to ſeek and fave them when loſt. 
In the wilderneſs of a natural ſtate, on the mountains of 
vamity and guilt, he ſeeks them out, follows after, and 
'> apprehends them by the word and power of his grace: 
with joy and gladneſs, he lays them on the ſhoulder of 
his almighty love; bears them into a new-covenant ſtate ; 
carries them through a preſent evil world; and, not- 
withſtanding their weakneſs and frowardneſs, bears them 
at laſt to his heavenly fold. Exact, O Saviour, is thy 
knowledge of them, in their perſons, their ſtate, and 
caſe. It is thine, to mark the ſheep of thy outer pa- 
ſture, thy viſible church, with a ſemblance of ſanctity; 
and thoſe of the inaer, the invifible church, with thy real 
image aud Spirit in the hidden man of their heart. It 
is thine to feed them with knowledge and-underitand- 
ing, upon the green paſtures of thy perſon, thy relations, 
covenant, righteoufneſs, and love. It is thine to pre- 
ferve them from the uawholeſome paſtures of falſe doc - 
triue, finful corruption, and carnal care. It is thine to 
ather the weak lambs with thy arms, and earry them 
in thy boſom ; and gently to lead thoſe who are bur- 
dencd in fpirit, and are with young, concerned to con- 
vert others to thy way. It is thine to-gather thy cho- 
fen into the fold of the viſible church, and of intimate: 
nearneſs to thyſelf. In the ſcorching noon tide of per- 
fecution, of temptation, or of prevatent corruption, it is 
thine to give them reſt, under the ſhadow. of thy power- 
fa] protection and love; to cauſe them lie down in the- 
green paſtures, and befide the /lill waters of refreſhful 
erdinauces, redeeming kindneſs, and gracious iufluence.. 
(4) II. XI. 11. Heb. ili. 29. PZ 
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By expoling, by giving thy life for them ; by applying 
thy righteouſneſs; and by exerting thy providence, in 
their defence; it is thine to ſhelter them from every ftorm ; 
to {fave them from every devourer ; and preſerve them 
from deſtruction: It is thine, tenderly, and with infi- 
mte exactnefs, to obſerve their condition, watch over, 
and keep them, that none may ever be loſt: It is thine 
to follow after, and by power and love reduce them from 
every wandering ;—kindly to pluck them out of every 
fearſul pit, and miry clay, and waſh from their filthineſs 


in the ſtreams of thy bloed, thy Spirit. It is thine, to 


beal their grievous, their unnumbered diſeaſes; to re- 
ſtore their ſoul when faint; and lead them in a way that 
is right. By church; cenſure, he now feparates the in- 
fected with ſcandal, that the reſt be not partakers in 
their ſins, or their plagucs: at laſt, he will fully ſepa- 
rate the goats, the unclean; and preſent the reſidue be- 


fore God, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 


The Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne ſhall for 
ever feed them, in a good paſture ; he ſhall guide them 
voto fountains of living water.— Pleſs the Lord, O my 


| foul, that he © brought again from the dead, the great 


Shepherd of the ſheep,” by the fintſhed price of our re- 
demption, the blood of the everlaſting covenant.” 
36. Chriſt is compared to a earysiclan (a). Him 
the Father hath ſent, ſealed, and furniſhed, to heal our 
iritual ailments. Every man, whoſe ſoul is affected 
with the blindneſs of ignorance, the deafneſs of ſpiritual 


unconcern, the fever of cencupiſcence, the jaundice of 


malice, the ſwelling tympany of pride, the vertigo of in- 
conſtancy, the quinzy of curſing and blaſphemy, the 


dropſy of covetouſneſs, the palſy of Rupidity, the pleu- 


riſy of euvy, the rheumatiſm of diſcontent, the delirium 
ef conſtant levity, the moon. ſtruek madneſs of paſſion and 
rage, or with legality, unbelief, hardneſs of heart, the 


temptations of Satan, the flings of conſcience, or any 


other plague, hath full warrant to apply to him for a 
eure. In the word of the everlaſting goſpel, he exhibits 
his ſign, pub}1ſheth his all- compreheuding ſcill, and the 
unfailing cfflcacy ot his preſcriptions. He fully under- 
Lands our diftem pers, and their proper, -their infallible 

O Match. x. 12 13. If, Ixi. 1. ExOd. V. 26. 


remedy, 
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remedy. By day or night, he is iufinitely ready to vifit 
the diſtreſſed! how he rides on cherubs, on wings of 
everlaſting love, to attend them! O his infinite concern 
for the welfare of his patfeuts! All of them, poor and- 


_ needy, he heals witkqut money, and without price.“ 


How often, while inſenſibility, ſelf- naughtineſs, unbe- 
licving fear, and ſhame, reftrain us from calling him, 
comes he, of his own accord, and faith to our foul, Wilt 
oe nos be made white ? O the large aſſortment of his. 
ſpiritual medicines, contained in the promiſes of the 
new covenant! When he applieth them, how thorough- 
ly he examines our caſe, not that he, but that we may 
know it ! How thoroughly he ſearcheth our wounds, by 
convictions and trouble! The poiſonous marſels we had 


fwallowed, he makes us, by pemtent grief, to vomit up: 


our ſinful, our inward filth, he purgeth away. Every 
means of cure he applieth in its proper order and time. 
Tenderly he binds up our painful wounds; and by his 
promiſe applieth His blood, his righteouſneſs, and grace 
to our ſoul. To prevent, or recover from, fainting fear 
and deſpondency, he pours out his Spirit, ſneds abroad 
his encouraging, ſupporting, and refreſhful love in our 
heart, by the Holy Ghoſt. How often he viſits: ho- 
Eindly he ſympathizeth with us in our affliction! How 

eatly he rejoiceth in our recovery ! How wifely he 
preſcribes ſuch ſpiritual exerciſe and. diet, as infallibly 
tend to reſtore and promote our inward health! Nor do- 


any ever periſh under his hand. — Is he the Lord my 
God, that healeth me? My all- diſeaſed ſoul, what 
wouldſt thou that Chrift ſhould do unto thee?! | 


37. Chriſt is the ſpiritual miRacLvE-woRKER (2). 


Such as were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, he raiſeth to 
ſpiritual and everlaſting life. To the 3/ind and igno- 
rant, he giveth ſaving inſtruction. The deaf, the ſtu- 


* 


(a) Matth. xi. 5. John ii. 179. Matth. xxi 12. Johne 


44. Mark i. 21.—46. Luke viii. 42 43. 44. John v. ;.9' 


Mark iii. v. Luke iii 49.—55. 40d vii. 11.— 1. 1 


39.—44. John ix. Mark vii. 22.— 26. Matth. xx. 34. Maui“ 


viii. 24. — 33. Mark v. 1.— 20. Matth. xiv. - and xv. Matth 


; viii. 3.— 12. and xv. 21.—28. Luke xx i. 50-51. Matth. xxi. 


18. 19. Juke v. 1.— 10. John xxi. 6. It is here ſuppoſed, 


| N Teal cutward miracles were emblems of his ſpiritaal 
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pid, he cauſeth to hear his melting, his ſtill, his ſmall, 


his goſpel voice. The dumb, he enableth to expreſs 
themſelves in prayer and praiſe. He cleanſeth from the 
leproſy of indwelling fin, I'he goſpel of peace, the glad 
tidings of ſalvation, he preacheth to ſinful men, poor, 
wretched, miſerable, blind, and naked, In conſequence 


of our happy marriage with him, he turns our water of. 


adverſity into comfort and uſefulneſs; he ſwectens it, 
enableth to rejozc2 in it, and cauſeth it to work for us 
2 far more excceding and eternal weight ef glory. The 
Jewiſh confined and carnal] facrifices he threw out of his 
charch, and made her a ſanctified houſe of prayer for all 


people. Many Gentile finners, many Roman ſubjccis, 
notwithſtanding all their aſtoniſhing ignorance and un- 


belief, he reſtored to everlaſting life. Satan he cjects 


from our heart. By a word, a touch of his power, he 
cures our ſpiritual fever, our long- running i//ues, our 


aged impoten'y 5; and determines us, when we are heal- 


td, to honour him with the beft that we have, and to: 
ſpread abroad the good favour of his fame, Along with. 


his command, he enables the awithered to ſtretch out the 
hand of faith for a cure. Such as are. not only ſpiri- 
tually dead, but by repeated acts of horrid tranſgreſſions, 
ſeemingly deſperate; or by long cuſt om, /tinking and 
utterly lothſome in luſt, he reſtores to eternal life; and 
makes the diſtinguiſſied tranſgreſſors the chief of his 
ſaints. By de ſpiſed odinanees and promiſes; by con- 


viction of our blindneſs; by the waſhing of his blood: 


and Spirit, he opens our 6/zzd underſtanding: graduab- 
ly he increaſeth our ſpiritual knowledge, till we ſee every 
thing claarly in the immediate vifion of God. The enra- 


| ged, the torn by Satan, he kindly delivers, and makes 


ound in the faith. The terms of trouble, out ward or 


inward,. bis word changeth into a catn:of peace. By 


2 ſeau de ba ſed apoſtles, he nouriſhed the ſouls of ſinners 
unnumbered in the wildernefs of the people: by a few 
deſpiſed truths, be nouriſheth his people in this wilder - 


neſs - world, without diminithing the virtue thereof: nay, 
the more of his proviſion we receive, the more we be- 


hold to remain. How ready to do any thing expected 


by a vigorous, a courageous faith! How many, of his 


betrayers and murdgrers, did he heal by his ſaving touch! 
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How fearfully, amidſt their lazy, their fair pretences 
to holineſs, did he curſe the Jewiſh church into barren- 
neſs; and, quickly after his aſcenſion, make them to 
ewither away! But witneſs, ye apoſties, when you caſt 
the goſpel-net on the right, on the New- Teitament fide 
of the church, what thouſands of fouls were caught in 
it! —“ Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent 
things; this is known in all the earth. Is any thing 


too hard for the Lord?“ 


38. Chriſt is compared to a MERCHANT (2). How 
infinite is his aſſortment of all neceſſary, and uicrul hleſſ- 
ings, temporal, ſpiritual, ancteternal.. In the goſpel he 
publiſheth his fulnefs, and his gracious terms of fale, 
Hom there he conſtantly exhibits his manifold bleſſings, 
to attract our affection, and excite our ſouls to buy; 10 


receive them as the free, the unſpeakable, the offered 


« gift of God, wirhout money and without price, 

without righteouſneſs preſent, and without engaging to 
render a requital ! How earneſt his 1avitations! How 
enraptured his joy, when numbers apply for his benefits, 
and humbly ſubmit to his terms of grace! How grieved, 
when we will have none of him! will not come to him, 
that we may have life! How diſpleaſed, when, by pre- 
fenting our baſe, our counterfeit, our ſelf-r 1ghteouineſs,. 
we aver that his gifts may be purchaſed with our money 


and when we try to raiſe his price !—Alwzy he under- 


ſtands the whole ſtate of his affairs; ; what bleſſings he 

hath on hand; wh: are his merchants; and what debts 

they owe: ! at the laſt day, he will 4 every man to 
an account. — Trade with him, my ſoul, for thy Ged, 
thy glory, and thy all in all. 

39. Chriſt is compared to a REFINER (* Finding 
his choſen in a. ſtate of corruption and miſery, he breaks 
them with the hammer of his word, melts them in the 
furnace of a fiery law, of fiery troubles, and eſpecie ly, 
of his redeeming love contained in the promiſe, and ſhecl 
abroad in their heart by the Holy Ghoſt, Ze Spirit of 
burning. Thus he purgeth away their corrupt droſs, 
and nothing more; and forms them into glorious veſ- 
ſels of eternal mercy and happinefs. By periecution and. 
ae nſure, he purgeth his church from Feen and 


(e) Iſ. Iv. 1. Rev. iii, 18, - (6) Mal. iii, 2. 3. 
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naughty perſons, till at laſt he preſent her before God 
without droſe, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch: 
thing. Bleffed Refiner, O when wilt thou purge away 
all my droſs, and take away all my tin! 

40. Chriſt is cempared ts a 8U1LDER (a). Upon the 
foundation of his own infinite love, he, with his ever- 


laſting Father, and adored Spirit, Jaid* the foundation, 
and built up the whole ſtructure of his new covenant, 


and of our falvation by it. The fabric of his human 
nature he built up, in aguming it: this temple being de- 


ſtroyed by death; he, in rifing from the dead, reared 77 
up in three days. By his birth, his life, bis death, his 
reſurrect ion, bis aſcenſion, tore and ſecond co- 
ming; ; by his word, ordinances, and influences, he 


builds up the church and temple of God. On his own 


marvellons perſon he founds it: with his blood, | \iqrid 


and truth, he cements it: myſteriouſly he connects all 
the parts and concerns thereof: according to his ancient 


purpoſe and plan, he frameth every thing relative to it: 
— It is thine, O Jeſus, to dig us, thy choſen, out of the 


quarry of our natural ſtate; to hew and form us by re: 


generation and ſanctification; to bind us to thyſelf by 
myſtical union; to rear up a ſtructure of grace in each 
of our hearts; build-us up in our moſt holy faith; and 
to adorn and finiſh the work, „with ſhoutings of grace, 


grace unto it.— Mercy ſhall be built up fer ever.“ 


41. Chriſt is compared to a TRAVELLER (6): In the: 
greatneſs of his ſtrength, in the diſplay of his love, he, 


as it were, goeth about in the ordinances, and influen- 


ces of his grace, to ſeek and fave ſinners even the chief; 


and to viſit his people, How often he endurcs the ſack 


deft injuries! By his word, his providence, and Spirit, 


how he knocks at the ok of our heart | How wick 


edly how ſhamefully is he often-refiſted; and excluded“! 
What raviſhing feaſt of ſpiritual delights he beſtoweth 


on thoſe who receive him! He and his Father enter in, 


and manifeſt to them the glory One Fweetnels of their. 


perſon and love. 
42. Chriſt is compared to a sR VAN (e). 7. Cheat- 
fully he engaged to his Father in the ſervice of our fat- 


vation. With amazing diligence, faithfulneſs, humble 


ts Zech. vi 13. (6). 1h Ixili. 2. 0, I.. AI 3 
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condeſcenſion, and fingle regard to his father's honour, 
he aſſumed our nature, and obeyed and ſuffered in our 
ſtead. By his word he publiſheth, by his Spirit he 
applicth, his purchaſed redemption to our ſoul. In all 
mediatorial procedure, he promotes our everlaſting hap- 
pineſs; glorifieth his Father to the higheſt, performs 
the work which he gave him to do; and ſhall receive 
from him, a tranſcendent, an eternal reward of perſo- 


nal glory, and a numerous ſeed. What, O Redeemer, 


ſhall I reader unto thee for thy ſervice for me! Tru» 
ly I am thy ſervant; I am thy ſervant: thou haft loo» 
led my bonds.” 

43. Chriſt is called a FoeRUNNER (a). His goings 


forth for us were of old, from everlaſting. With what 
ſwiftneſs, ſtrength, and courage! with what patience, 
chearfulneſs, and joy, did he run the race ſet before him; 
go about doing good, healing diſcaſes, preaching the 

oſpel, obeying the law, and ſuffering death for us! 

lorious Jeſus, how much more excellent than all 
runners ! How haſt thou outrun and exceeded all! how 
haſt thou firſt entered into heaven by thy blood; and 
8 the gates thereof for us; and taken poſſeſſion 
of it in our name! How haſt thou at ence paved our 


way, and given us a complete pattern ! Lord, draw 
me; we wil run after thee. 


Chhriſt is compared to a BURDEN-BEARER (6). He 
bare our fins and the puniſhment thereof, in his own bo- 


dy upon the tree. He bears the care of all his churches. 
On his ſhoulders of power, mercy, aud love, he bears. 


the perſous of all his ſaints, and carries them fate to. 
the manſions above: he bears their cares, in lightning 


their preſſure, and caring for them: he bears their trou- 


bles, in ſympathizing with, and ſupporting them under 
them: he bears their burden of ſervice, their work and 
labour of love, in performing it in and for them, wor- 
King in them * to will, and ta do, of his good plea» 
ſure.“ It is thine, O Jefue, to bear me up under e- 
very preſſure: bear me out, againſt every oppofition 3 
bear ine on, in the way of holineſs; bear me home, to 
glory; and bear me in to thy immediate embraces, 


(a) Hb. vi. 20. (6) Pal ls. 2. | 
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that where thou art, I may be there alſo, to beheld 
thy glory. | | 

45. Chriſt reſembles the x1xD SAMARITAN (a). Hows 
ever much hated, reproached, and abuſed by our race; 
yet finding us fallen among thieviſh and murderous de- 
vils and eorruptions, and by them rendered dead in treſ- 


paſſes and ſins ;—when neither broken, nor ceremonial 


law, nor any thing earthly, could ſhew us the leaſt pity 


or relief, he tenderly turneth aſide to us, binds up our 


wounds, applieth the moſt effectual medicine, com- 
mands his angels and miniſters to take care of us, com- 


fort, and help us with the doctrines of his werd; and 


romiſes to them a proper, an abundant reward. Blef- 
ed Redeemer, paſs by me, who am more than half dead; 
let my time be @ lime of love; and fay unto my ſoul, 
Live. 5 


46. Chriſt reſembles Lazarus of the parable (5). 
In his debafed eſtate he was exceeding poor, had no- 


help but in God alone: was oppreſſed with griefs, for- 


rows, wounds, and bruiſes. As an humbled Saviour, 


he was divinely ſent to, offered, and laid at the door of 
the ſcribes, Phariſees, and other Jews ;—urged on their 


heart and conſcience. Theſe, being rich in the con- 
ceit of their own righteouſneſs, many of them rich in 
worldly honour and wealth, and every day refreſhe& 
and delighted with the views of their numerous admi- 
rers, wickedly refuſed and deſpiſed him. Mean while, 


numbers of deteſted publicans, unclean Gentiles, and 


notorious ſinners, affectionately applied his blood and 


ſuffering for the nouriſhment of their ſoul. In due time 
he died: quickly he roſe again: and thereafter, amidſt 
innumerable hoits of angels, aſcended to heaven. Soon 


#fter, God's flaming vengeance to the uttermoſt came. 


upon his Jewiſh deſpiſers. In a hell of trouble upon 
earth, they were partly awakened, and lifted up their 


eyes: partly convicted of his M. Mahihip, they earneſtly 


wiſhed further demonſtration thereof for themſelves, their 
various ſects, and their brethren of the ten tribes. But 
notwithitanding their requeſts, and their relation to 
Abraham, never ſhall any but ſcripture-evidenee be 
allowed them. If you belicve not this, ye children of 

() Luke x. 30.—3 . (C) Luke xvi 19.—31. n 
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men, neither will ye © be perſuaded, though one roſe 
From 104 BR” -. B | 
47. Chriſt is compared to a TRAVAILING WOMAN (2). 
Ah, how dreadful the pangs, the throws, the agonies 
which he underwent! How ſhocking the voice of his 
roaring! How neceſſary this, to accompliſh and bring 
forth our everlaſting ſalvation } How comely and plea- 
ſant the fruit of his travail; © glory!te God in the high» 
eſt, peace on earth, and good will towards men ! No 
more aſk, my ſoul, Doth a man travail with child? Where- 
fore ſee I him with his hands on his loins? But aſk, with 
aſtoniſhment aſk, Doth the God- man travail with child? 


Why, O Redecmer, ſee I thee © exceeding ſorrowful, 


even unto death, amazed, and very heavy?“ Why thy 
tears? thy cries? thine anguiſh ? Was ever ſorrow like 
unto thy ſorrow ? But now thou remembereſt it no more, 
for joy that men- children are born unto God: now, thou 
ſeeſt thy ſeed, the travail of thy ſoul, and art ſatisfied. 
48. Chriſt reſembles a woman with a candle fweeps 
ing an houſe, to find a left piece of ſilver (b). To ſearch 
out, and bring his choſen people to everlaſting life, he 
lights the cand/- of his inſpired oracles, and preached 
goſpel. Often he /w2zps nations and churches, with the 
beſom of fearful calamity. He faveeps and purgeth places 


and perſons, by the diſpenſation of his ordinances ; 


which, through the oppoſition of men, raiſe a mighty 
ſtir, when they enter a country or conſcience : Never- 
theleſs Jeſus continueth his work, till his precious, his 
ranſomed ones, are, to the praiſe of God, the joy of an- 

els and ſaints, recovered from among the reprobate 
world, and the droſs of their own corruption. O Re- 
deemer, how haſt thou condeſcended to ſeek and ſave 
me, who was loft! how precious have I been in thine 
eyes ! ſhalt not thou be infinitely precious in mine ! | 

49. Chriſt is compared to an EAGTE (c). Uncomely 
indeed were his debaſed appearances, but how infinite 1s 


Bis power! all piercing his knowledge! unbounded his 


duration and age ! ſpeedy his execution of his purpoſe !. 


deep rooted his enmity to Satan and his ſerpentine ſeed 1 


furious his conqueſt and deſtruction of them! powerful 


ang 
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and majeſticthe voice of his word and providence ! myſte- 
rious and incomprehenſible the track of his purpoſe and 
work ! royal and large his dominion over all things, eſpe- 


cially over the houſchold of faith! It is thine, adored 


Immanuel, with ſtedfaſt and comprehenſive view, to be- 
hold the uncreated Sun of Godhead : thine to inſtruct 
thy people, and enable them to apprehend it now, by 
faith; hereafter, by immediate viſion. It is thine to a- 
fceng on high far above all heavens, principality, and 
power ; and for ever fit down on the right hand of God ; 
that, with amazing love and vigour, thy Spirit may de- 


ſcend to take the prey from the mighty; that, with ama- 


Zing, but god · like fury, thou mayeſt make thine enemies 
thy footſtool. It is thine to love thy children with an infi- 
nite, invincible love; and, by kind application of thy- 
ſelf, to bring them into ſpiritual exiſtence. It is thine 
to protect them in danger, and hide them in the uni- 


tions of rocks ; bear them amidſt weakneſs; and, as is 


neceſſary, nouriſh them with thy blood. Rej oice, my 
ſoul; upon the fab abings of his word and providence, 
ſhalb I, ſhall all the ranſomed eſeape from our enemies. 
With the feathers of his love, his Eithfulncſs, his pow- 
er, and protecting care, he ſhall cover us; and his truth 
ſhall be our ſhield and buckler. | 

50. Chriſt compares himſelf to a nN gathering her 
chickens under her wings (a). How boundleſs his EE ! 
How tender his pity and compaſſion towards his people! 
How kindly, how 5 chiefly amidſt danger, he in- 


vites (em to himſelf! How readily he receives, hides, 


and protects them ! How tenderly he cheriſheth them in 
their weakneſs! Think, my ſoul, how, in our behalf, 


he ſubmitted to the ſword of divine juſtice, fought te the 
death with ſin, Satan, and the world; and through his 
own poverty and want, fecures our ſweet, our plentiful 


proviſion. —Bluſh, ye goſpel · deſpiſers, how often would 


the tender Jeſus © have gathered you, and ye would not!“ 


51. Chriſt is compared to a Lion (5). How royal is 


his power and dignity ! How great his terrible majefty ! 
How infinitely tender, even unto death, is his love to his 


ſeed ! How courageous, even towards Goet!, his boldneſs, 


£4) Matth. zxiil. 37. | th) Rev. v. 5. ; 
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in his ſuffering and interceſſion! How narrow and un- 


ceaſing his obſervation of, and how fearful his indigna- 


tion againft his enemies ; who preſumptuouſly oppoſe, 
guilefully difſemblg with him, wilfully hurt his intereſt, 
or wickedly injure his children! How unbounded his 
mercy to thoſe that wholly ſubmit to him] But, thy de- 
ipiſers, O Lrox, ſprung of the tribe of Judah, ſhall none 
deliver out of thy hand, How full is his death, like the 


carcaſe of Samſon's lion, of honey and ſweetneſs for us! 


filled indeed with all the ſavoury, the inexhauſtible l- 
gc, of God ! How effectually the ſprinkling of his blood 
heals the moſt malignant gangrenes of our corruption! 
How infallibly it prevents our deſtruction from thoſe 
wild beafts, ſinful luſts, a malicious devil, an evil world, 


aud a devouring death. | 


52. He is compared to an ox; FATLING ; FATTED 
calF (a). How unbounded. his patience ? his purity ! 


his ſtrength ! his nouriſhing fulneſe of grace and glory! 


How laborious in his work! Was, not he, my ſoul, by 
bloady ſuffering, ſlaughter, and ſacrifice, prepared to be 
thy ſweet, thy wholeſome and nouriſhing food ? His 
5s flcſh is meat indeed, and his blood is driak indeed. 
$53: Chriſt is compared to a ROE; anhin, or HART (b). 
How extenſive is his duration! How great his love! 
his lovelineſs! his gentleneſs! How quick his motions ! 


How quickly he diſcerns the caſe of his children! How 


readily he hears their prayer. How Kindly he helps 


them, when they paſs through the waters of affliction! 
How eminently he delights in fellowfhip with them! 
How ſpeedily, how triumphantly, he leaps over the 
mountains of diſtance, ſuffering, fin, ſeparation ; and 
on the mountains ef goſpel ordinances, to do them 
good ! How kindly he watcheth over, and careth for 


them, while they are young, tender, and weak ! How 


wiſely he teacheth them to walk in the way of his eom- 
mandments ; and where to flee in time of danger! How 
valiantly he fights with their enemies in their defence ! 
How ſtrong and irreconcileable is his hatred of the old 
ſerpent and his ſeed! In his debaſed ſtate, how theſe 
faſtened upon and tormented him! In devouring them, 


(a) Prov. ix. 2. Matth. xxii. 4. Luke xv. 23. () Song 
» 9. Pſal. xxii. title. | s 
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His © thirſt was great; and his throat dried as a pot- 
ſherd.” In deſtroying them, he was © obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs.” Hunted and pur- 
ſued by wo, from the morning to the end of his life, he 
418 was rendered the ſweet, the tender, the divinely-allotted 
Wil nouriſhment of our ſoul. Nor do his righteouſneſs and 
6 race ever fail to counterwork the rage and verom of 
hell. — Bleſſed Hind sf the morning, waſt thou carly hunts 
ed by Jenovan's wrath ! curſed be my ſi the cauſe ! 
54. Chriſt is the LAMB (3). How infinite is his inno- 
cence, meekneſs, purity, patience, reſignation, Joveli- 
Wl | neſs. How marvellous an oblation, a ſacrifice to God! 
= How expoſed to the wrath of devils and wicked men! 
b; How uſeful to cover our nakedneſs, with his robes of 
| righteouſneſs and ſalvation ! and to be the ſweet, the nou- 
| riſhing food of our ſoul ! He is the Lamb, which God 
begat, prepared, flew, raiſed up, received into glory, 
and ſet down on his right hand : the Lamb, which God 
loves as himſelf ; and in whom his ſoul delighteth. His 
Ci being in “ the midſt of God's throne,” imports his fixed 
* reſidence, his univerſal influence, his equal acceſſible- 
4 | neſs to all comers, and his having the Father's heart 
3} and eye on him continvally. His appearing there as 
Ct! he had been ſlain,” imports, that his honour and inter- 
| | ceſſion for us, are the fruit of his ſuffering, and reward 
of his death. His ſever horns, ſignify his perfect power 
: and authority over all things, particularly in the /ever- 
1 fold period of the New- teſtament diſpenſation, for the 
il good of his church. His ſever eyes, denote his perfect 
I knowledge of all things, paſt, preſent, or future; and 
{ his perfect fulneſs of the divine Spirit, in his various 
gi.ifts and grace, to beſtow upon his miniſters and people 

on earth.“ Behold, my ſon], this Lamb cf Ged, that 
| taketh away the fin of the world. The marriage of the 
| Lamb is come,” and himſelf hath made me ready. 
i Quiekly, O quickly'maylI meet him, © as a bride adorn- 
ed for her huſband ; and 1o be for ever with the Lord! 
on 55. Chriſt compares himſelf to a /car/ei-coloured 
l worm (5). He aſſumed our weak and earthly nature; 
| | he condeſcended to the deepeſt abaſcment ; our ſcarlet- 
"n like iniquites, our crimſon- crimes, were imputed to, and 
10 (2) Rev. v. John i. 29. (6) Pal. zxii. 6. Jai . 
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laid upon him; the puniſhment of them, the ſatisfactiom 
tor them was exacted, and he anſwered it. Ah, how 
he was expoſed to oppreſfion, ſuffering, deteſtation, 
contempt } In the garden ! on the croſs, how bedewed ! 


how redd-ned with his own blood! Take heed, my 
| ſoul; beware of trampling him under thy feet: crucify 


not the Son of God afreſh; nor put him to an open 
ſhame. O ſweet ! O ſhocking: - Why, great JzHovan, 
waſt thou made a worm, a bruifed, a bloody worm for 
Mg! Bread of life, why hungry for mg! Fountain of 
living waters, why thirſty for me ! Confolation of Iſ- 
rael, why a man of ſorrows for ME! Holy one, why 
made fin for xe ! Adored Immanuel, why deſpiſed, re- 
jected, and contemned for ms ! Gcd bleſſed for ever, 
why made a curſe for Me ! Plant of renown, why a re- 
proach of men for E! Brightneſs of the Father's glo- 
ry, why thy vifage marred! why abuſed with ſhame 
and ſpitting for me ! Omnipreſent, exalted God, why 
ſhut up in a table, nailed to a croſs, for E! Life cter- 


nal, why murdered by my fins ! why, love ſlain for me! 


56. Chriſt is called the name of God (a). In him 
the glory, the perfections, the titles, ordinances, words, 
and works, of God, do centre, and are illuſtriouſly and 
for ever diſplayed. By knowing him, I know the Father, 
who he is, the holy One of Iſrael, the Father of 
light,” glory, mercy, and grace; the God of all grace, 
patience, ſalvation, and comfort; n God, and mine 
exceeding joy. How ſweet ; how lofty his name ! How 


can they who know it forbear to truft in it ? 


57. He is called the image F God {b). In his di- 
vine fonſhip, he is a perſon diſtia& from, perfectly like 
to, and equal with the Father; the 5righ7ne/s, the bright. 
repreſentation pf his glory, and equally precious to the 
ſaints. As Mediator, he is the molt illuſtrious work of 
God. In his undertaking, his birth, life, death ; in his 
aſcenſion, interceſſion, ſecond coming, and unceafin 
glory; in his ſaving office of Surety, Mediator, Re- 
deemer, Prophet, Prieſt, and King; in his amiable 
relations, appearances, and works, the infinity, the e- 
ternity, uuchaageableneſs, wiſdom, power, holineſs, ju- 
tice, goodneſs, truth, ſovereignty, love,}mercy, and maje- 

(a) Pal. xxv. 11. Exud. xx1i'. 21. (, Hck. i. 3. 
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ity of God, with the ſubſiſtence of his undividedeſſence in 
three diſtinct perſons, are moſt harmoniouſly, clearly, 
and plorioully unfolded, and repreſented. Truly, O 
Jeſus, he that hath ſeen thee, hath ſeen the Father alſo. 


Fhrice wonderful! in one perſon, IE HOVAH's adequate 


image, and the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ! Turn aſide, my 
foul, ard behold this great fight. 

58. Chriſt is called the eoweER of God (a). In his 
divine perſon, he is poſſeſſed of the ſame infinite power 
with his Father and bleſſed Spirit, In the union of his 
of his infinitely different, his oppoſite natures ; in God's 
puniſhing him for our fin, and ſupporting him under it 
in his numerous miracles ; in his bearing our fins, and 
rendering full ſatisfaction for them; in his riſing from 
the fealed, the watched grave, as our quickening head 


in his aſcending to glory, and fitting down on the right 


hand of the Majeſly on high; in his eternal and ever- 


prevalent interceſſion; in his judging the world, and 


executing his deciſive ſentences ; in his removing our 
guilt, by juſtification ;. in his removing the power and 


jth of our fin, by regeneration and ſanctification; in 


His bearing with our unnumbered infirmities and provo- 
cations ; 1n his preſerying us from dangers, ſnares, and 


temptations, more than the hairs of our. head; in his 


bearing us to a Rate of unſpotted holineſs, and everlaſt- 
ing joy; is the almighty power of Ged, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, vigorouſly exerted, and illuſtriouſſy 


diſplayed. O to know, to feel, the exceeding greatneſs ; 


the heart captivating force thereof ! ; 
59. He is called the wisbom of God (5). As the 

Tccond perſon in the adorable Godhead, he is infi- 

nitely wiſe and prudent; As Mediator, he is the foun- 


dation of all the counſels of God. In the conſtitution : 


of his perſon ; in his ſaving offices, relations, and acts +- 


how clearly is the 9nanzoild wiſdom of God ma gifeſted! 
Here natures, infinitely diſtinct, are cloſely, are infe- 
parably joiced. Here, in the purpoſe, the promiſe, 
the purchaſe, and application of our redemption, mercy 


meets with truth, righteouſzgeſs and peace kiis each 


other. Here divine juſtice is fatisficd in the nature that 
fined. Satan is conquered in the nature which he cor- 
111 (b) 1 Cor. i. 24. Prov. viii. and x4. 
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rapted. Sin is condemned and. deſtroyed, while the 
finner is acquitted and ſaved. Sin, the worſt of all 
things, occaſions the higheſt honour to God, whom it 
had offended ; and the greateſt felicity to tranſgreſſore, 
whom it had ruined. The innocent, the holy One and 
the Juſt, is juſtly condemned, and puniſhed ; while un- 
godly criminals are righteouſly acquitted, accepted, and 
rewarded with endleſs and 1aconceiveable” blifs. Ever- 
laſting life to the betrayers and murderers, flows from 
the death of God. Sinners are faved according; to the 
riches of his grace, and yet in equity moſt ſtrict. 
Temptations and troubles are made to work for us, an 


. 
1 
- 


exceeding; and eternal weight of glory. And in thee, O 


| Jeſus, are © hid all the treaſures of wiſdom: and know- 


ledge,” to be communicated to men. Whatever there- 
fore thau art to Jews or Greeks, be to me the“ wiſe 
dem of God, and the power of God.“? | 

60. Chriſt is called Love (a). How aſtoniſhing his 
kindneſs to unworthy ſinful men! in nadertaking our 
debt f in aſſuming our likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ! in fulfil- 
ling our bond ſervice! in ſuffering and dying in our 
Read ! and rifing again for our juſtification ! imaſcend- 
zag to prepare celeſtial manſions for us! in appearing; 
m the preſence of God: for us, as our advocate! and in 
his coming. the ſecond time without fin unto our ſalva- 
tion! O his kindneſs in inviting, in ſeeking and ſaving 
tha: which was loſt ! in convincingy in enlightening 
in converting, and eſpouſing us to himſelf ! in forg:- 
ving our fin, accepting. our perſon, and cleanſing orr 
nature ! in ſupporting our ſpirit, cheering. eur heart, 
and allowing us the moſt familiar fellowſhip, and endleſs 
mtimacy with himſelf? O the love of God to him, ard 
to us, in giving him to us, our ſurety, our huſbai d, 
our portion O bleſſed channel of IE HOVYAH's love 0 
us, and of our's to him! bleſſed author, cauſe, and ob- 


ject of our love! and who, in thy perſon, thy natura 
thy names, thy qualities, thy office, relations, appea- 
rances, ſtates, words, and works, art altogether lovely l 


Deſpiſed, deteſted, be my leve, that is not fixed on 
thee. 5 I 3 ; 
61. Chriſt is called the Tx uTA (b). He is the ue 


God, and'the rue, the ſole Mediator between G d d 


(] Song ii. 7. (5). John 15 6. 
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man: the rue, the only way to the Father. In his 
zacarnation, fufferirg, reſurrection, and work, how 
clearly is marked the untainted faithfulneſs of Ged in 
every promiſe and threatning ! How plain, that he js The 
truth and ſubſtance of all the promiſes ;- of all the an- 
cient ceremonies ! the repoſitory, centre, mutter, chief 
preacher, and witnefs of all inſpired truth! the ſtore- 
houſe and diſpenſer of all ue holineſs and happineſs ! 
If I profeſs to be his, let truth be in my inward part; 
tet me © love the peace and the truth;“ receive inſpi - 
red truth in the love of it; and ſpeak alway the truth 
to my neighbour. | 

62, Chriſt is called the worD of Gop (a). He is 
the expreſs image of his Father's perſon and mind. In 
the council of peace he ſpoke for us; undertcok as our 
farety. In the beginning he ſpoke of all things out of 
nothing. In his interceſſion with the Father, he ever 
foeaks in our behalf. By his word and Spirit, he ſpeaks 


to our ear, our heart. He is the author, the interpre- 


ter, the witneſs, the ſubject- matter and ſcope of Ged's 


written word. Infpired page, if he is thy-all in all, 
be thou the darling of my heart. 
63. Chriſt is called the MERC premiſed (5). With. 


out controverſy, he is the greateſt bleſhng ever promiſed, 


offered; or given by a gracious Ged, to ſinful wretched 


men. He is the contriver, the purchaſer, the price, 


the repofitory, the diſpenſer, the centre, the ſobſtance, 
the glory, and end, of all the graciovs benefits of the 
new covenant.. Give thanks, my foul, to God, for he 
is good”; for his mexcCy endureth for ever. Thy mercy, 
Lord, is in the heavens ; the earth is full of thy mer- 
ccs. os a 
6g. Chrift is called the auſealuble Gir? af G (c). 
Freely, witheut conſtraint, without requeſt, without 
defert, without hope of any requital, without money and. 
ewithout price, God, in the councit of peace, and in his 
debaſed eſtate, gave him for us as our ſurety and ran» 
ſom. Now, in the goſpel invitations and promiſes, he 
giveth him as a complete, able, willing, and ready Sa- 
viour, a glorious huſband, and everlaſting portion to us, 

(J John. i. 1. Rev. xix. 13, (5) Luke i. 5B. 2. 73. (e) 2 Cor. 
IX. 15. | 
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as ſinners, even the chief. Is not unſpeakable love the 
ſole ſource and motive of the donation ? Is there not 
in him all #zexpref73/2, all inconceivable goodneſs, all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge ? is he not made of 
God to us uſpeatable fulneſs of wiſdom, righteoufneſs, 5 
ſanctifcation, and redemption. How unſpeakably pre- 


cious and. uſeful is he in his perſon, office, and work ! 


From what unſpeakable corruption andmiſery ; and to what 
znſbeakable holineſs and felicity doth he ſave us! How 

unſpeakably. his entrance into our heart endears God to 
us; maketh room for him in our ſoul; and worketh in us 
gladneſs, and joy unſpeakable, and full 6f glory! And 
through what unſpea table, inconceivable duration, ſhall * 
he abide with us as our God, and our all!“ Thanks be 


to God for his unſpeakable gift.“ 


65. Chriſt is called the cor nN given to the- pe- 
ple (4). Fe is the foundation, the framer, the finiſher, - 
the fulfiller,- of the mew covenant. He is the ſurety, - 
the Mediator, the prieſt, the truſtee, the teſtator, the : 
prophet, interpreter, meſſenger, witneſs, and king of 


it. Its condition he undertook and performed: its 


bleſſings he purchaſed; and is the ſubſtance and glory 
thereof. All of them were primarily promiſed to him, 
and lodged m his hand. According to the terms of it, 
he beftows them upon finful men, who, being clothed 


with his righteoufneſe, and quickened by his Spirit, 
do, in his ſtrength, lay hold on it, enter into the bond 


of it, and perform the Fratitude required by the law of 
it. Bleſſed eovenant, thou art “ all My lalvations” and- 
all my deſire.“ 

66. Chriſt is called our pract (a). From eternity- 


ne deviſed the matter, the means, the meaſure-of our 


peace with God; with our conſcience; with neighbours; 
with angels; with animals; with creatures unnumber- 
ed. With his blood he purchaſed it. His continuance 


in our nature is the unceaſing pledge and ſecurity of it. 
His advocacy before God procures and maintains the 


actual poſſeſſion of it. In the blefſed goſpel he preach- 


eth it to them © that are far off, ey to them that are 
near.“ In our new birth, our pardon, our acceptance, 


our adoption, ſanRification, and endleſs felicity, he, 
(a) II. * 6. and Alix. 8. (6) Mic. v. 5. * . „%% 


by 
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by his Spirit, ſupplies it; flays our enmity ; and con- 
firains us to love God, who frft loved us. By his in- 
-earnation and death, he made of F-ws and Geatiles 
ene new man, fo making peace. Blefledreconciler of all 
things, author, means, and end, of all true peace in the 
church, militant or triumphant ; ; thy peace thou haſt 
left us; peace thou haſt given us; not ſparingly, not 
revecably, as the world giveth. In the world we ſhall 
have tribulation ;. but in thee we ſhalt have peace. n | 
covenant of peace ſhall not be broken. 
67. Chriſt is called the sarvaT10Nn of God (4). 

our great deliverance from fin and wo, to nig 
holineſs and happineſs, his love is the ſource, the mo- 
ving cauſe; his wiſdom the deviſer; his blood the price; 
kis perſon and folncfo the ſubſtance, the repoſitory ; ; his 
word the publiſher ; his Spirit the applier and confirm- 
er; his glory the end. — Blefs the Lord, O my foul, that 
he remembered us in our low eftate. He * hath devi- 
| Ted means, that his baniſhed. ſhould not be expelled from 
kim.“ He hath delivered my ſoul from the loweſt bell. 

The Lord Js nhovan is my ſtrength and ſong : he alſo 
is become my falvation.. 

68. Chrift is called the cox sol ATiox of Ifrael (5). 
He is the deviſer, the procurer, the price, the diſpen- 
ker, the matter, and ground, the end of al} our true jay 
and comfort. In his undertaking, his perſon, his office, 
his acts, paſt, preſent, and. future, how our ſpirit: ræjoi- 
cetb in God our Saviour] In every divine perſon, cha- 
: rater, word, and work, as manifeſted in him, how ex- 

eeedingly we rejoice, and. nod glad ! how comfortedi 
when caſt down! In him ſhall I be juſtified, preſerved, 
and ſanctified; and in him will I glory. Nor principa- 
 Hities, nor powers, nor fin, nor trouble, nor death, ſhall: 
ſtop me of this boaſting. | Rejoice, my ſoul, in the 
Lord; and again rejoice: Ræjoice evermore. | 

69. Chriſt is called the xEsURRECTION: (). By his: 
carnation, his death, his reſurrection, and ſpiritual in- 
fluence, he recovers us from the ſting of a natural, and' 
from the power of ſpiritual-and eternal death. The ho- 
nour of the divine perfectious, and broken law, man's 


4 


(a) IL. zlix. 6. (6) Luke ii. 255 (6) John xi. 25. 
: - primitive- 
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primitive integrity, knowledge, righteouſneſs, holineſs, 
peace, friendſhip, and intimacy with God, he recovers 
from death, rubbiſh, and ruin. He is the life- giving 
ſource, and author of our faith, our hope, our repent- 
ance, love, and new obedience. It is his to revive our 
langmſhing graces and comforts; to reftore the expiring 
life, beauty, and order of his church; to quieken the 
dead, and bring them out of their graves; © ſome to 


* everlaſting life, and ſome to everlaſting ſhame and 


contempt.” He that belicveth on him, though he were 
dead, yet ſhall he live. 

7e. Chriſt is called the LIE (a). He is the laing 
God, who giveth life and breath unto all things. In 
his wiſdom and love he deviſed; by his obedience, fuf- 
fering, and death, he purchaſed; in himſelf he exempli- 
fieth ; by his interceſſion he praocures; from his fulneſs- 
he giveth ; by bis word and Spirit he conveys and 
maintains; and himſelf and fulneſs are the matter, and 
his glory the end of- our life of juſtiſication, holineſs, 
comfort, and endleis felicity. It is his to revive us 
again; rellore our fainting ſoul; and render us lively 
and active in the ſervice of — my lilſe hid with 
Chriſt in God, that when he u ho is my life ſhall appear, 
I may alſo appear with bim in glory? Am Ecruciſied 
avith Chriſt, and yet live; and yet not 1, but Chrift libveth 
in me? Is the liſe that J live, by faith on the 1 
auho leved me, and gave himſelf for mne. 

71. Chriſt is called L1Gn'T (4), He is the r e 
cy, the influencer, the director, the glory of all things. 
Being cocval with his eternal Father, that divine Sun, 
how ſweet, pleaſant, incomprehenſible, bright, and glo- 
rious ! He giveth the power of viſion; is the cauſe, 
means, and firſt object of ſ\pt: ritual knowledge; is ſeen 
in his own influence, and by his o. light. It i bis, 


O /i3ht of life, to ditfufe beauty, cheerfulneſa, joy, aud 


he, 1 — thy people. It is thine, by thy preſence, 
to chaſe away the ſhadows: and darkneſs of 1 1gnorance, 
corrupt ion, and wo. Without thee, every thieg ap- 
pears to loſe its beauty and comelineſs; and exiſtence, 
enjoyments, creation, nay, Godhead, . an unſight- 


. 1 John v. 20. John i. 4. 9. ys Vilk 18 5} 
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Jy, an awful ſpe&re to my ſoul. How free, common, 
acceſſible, and uſeful, art thou! and yet only re ported 
of, to multitudes of blind ſinners, who never beheld thy 
brightneſs! It is thine to diſcover things in their true 
nature: and hence how hated, how ſhunned by men, 
whoſe fooliſh heart is darkened; whoſe deeds are evil ! 
It is thine, without contracting any defilement, to pe- 


netrate, to ſhine into, defiled churches and fouls. How 


ſwift thy approaches to, and thy motions in our heart ! 
And as the lightning cometh from the eaſt, and ſhineth 
unto the weft, ſo ſhall thy coming, O Son of man, be. 
Bleſſed author, purchaſer, price, repoſitory, be- 


ſtower, fubſtance of all our light, ſpiritual and eternal; 


wwhen 1 fit in darkneſs, be thou @ light unto me; my 
-everlaſtiag light, my God, my glory. 

72. Chriſt is called the Day-s2RING from en high (a). 
He is the Moſt High, God over all, bleſſed for ever, 


amen. How neceffary ! how choice ! how refreſhful a 


bleſſing to men! Breaking up and appearing for us 
in the council] of peace; breaking forth towards us 
in ancient promiſes and types ;—in his æctual incar- 
nation —in his obediential life, bloody death, and glo- 
rious reſurrection; viſiting us in the goſpel- revelation; 


manifeſting himſelf to us in the moment of converſion, 


of renewed diſcoveries of his love, of death, and at the 
laſt day, he, after a fad, cold, and dark night of igno- 


rance, corruption, trouble, or death, doth in a moſt fo- 
vereign, certain, free, gradual, and irreſiſtible manner, 


rouſe, refreſh, quicken, and enlighten his peeple or 
church; and manifeſt his own glery ; and introduce a 
pleaſant, a happy day, of love, of grace, of power, of 
falvation, of ſpiritual eſpouſals, of life, of liberty, 
of everlaſting fehcity, reſt, admiration, and praife. — 
Dawn, O Day-sprING, on my foul, on the world. Let 
thy glory fill the whole earth. Amen, and amen. 

73. Chriſt is called the ux of righteouſneſs, with heal. 
ing in his wings (b). All things are obvious, naked, 
and open tohim. He is the only fountain of ſaving li 


and knowledge. From him do angels, miniſters, and 


faints, derive their whole inſight into the myſtery of our 


() Luke i. 786. (A Mal iv. 3. 5 1 
| ſalvation. 


— 
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ſalvation. How wonderful! how unbounded ! how high! 


how ſovereign ! how comely ! how glorious . how pure, 
undefiled, and undefileable4. how pleafant! how uſeful 
is this our bleſſed Sun! How cheerfully ! how freely! 
how regularly * how conſtantly l how unweariedly ! how 
powerfully ! how extenſively ! he communicateth his con - 
vincing, his enlightening, his heart-penetrating, warm- 
ing, and melting; his ſoul-quickening, healing, refreſh- 
ing, directing, and fruQtifying ; his ſin- withering, and 
conſuming influence! How truly is he the reſtful centre 
of all things, chiefly of you redeemed, and of all your. 
concerns! How faſt fixed in his ſphere! _ No principa- 
pality nor power, nor fin, nor trouble, nor death, ſhall 
ever pluck him from his ſtation, in the new covenant,— 
in the third heaven, in the church, — or in my heart; 
nor ever arreſt his eodrſe. Not ten thouſand lamps of or- 
dinances, miniſters, or graces; not ten thouſand oon, 
of creation, but his countenance alone, can give day to 
my ſoul. It is thine, O bleſſed Sun, to bring life and 
immortality to light; to guide our feet in the way of 
peace. Oh, how ſweet to walk in thy light, and work 
out our ſalvation with fear and trembling ! It is thine, to 
warm my cold affections, to melt my 3 heart, to 
enkindle my ſoul into an unquenchable flame of love. It 
is thine to diſpel my clouds of ignorance, guilt, deſertion, 
temptation; and to chaſe theke ſnadows as far as eaſt is 
diſtant from the weſt. It is thine to gild my clouds of 
trouble, and make my darkneſs, my death, my grave, to 
ſmile. It is thine to cheer my heart, call forth my flowers 
of grace, make them caſt out their roots, and ſpread their 
ſme!) as Lebanon. None, O Jeſus, remain in darkneſs, - 
but thoſe who ſhut their eyes to thy illumination. Ye 
ſons of ſloth, you offspring of darkneſs, awake from your 
cep; ariſe that Chriſt may give you light. It is high 
time for you to awake; the day of Your life is far ſpent ; 
now is your damnation, if mercy prevent not, nearer than 
when you were conceived. How different, Lord, the 
tendency of thy ſolar, thy goſpel- light! how it operates 
according to the nature of thoſe on whom it ſhines [ 
Some are inſtructed, melted, fructified, and mpened in 
grace; others are blinded, offended, hardened, ſcorched, 
and fitted for endleſs fire. Bleſſed Sun, how diverſified 
| 15 


— — 


is thy appearance! thy perceived influence ! Now, the . 
clear ſhine of thy incomprehenſible brightneſs, makes all 
my heart to leap, and all my lot to ſmile, with joy and 
ladneſs. Viewed, 1n the firm faith that thou art mine, 
the deſart of adverſity, the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
bloſſoms as the roſe ; the excellency of Carmel and Sha- 
ron is given to it; I account myſelf, above all, loaded 
with loving kindneſs, and tender mercies. Dazzled with 
thy glory, that excelleth, my eyes lofe fight of created 
comely ſcenes ; I tread the moon of this world under my 
feet: I count all but loſs, but dung, for the excellency of 
Chrift Jeſus my Lord: all my powers cry out, O Lord, 
who is like unto thee? Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none on earth that I deſife beſides thee.” 
Axon, how beclouded with blackgdefertion, towerin 
guilt, ſlaviſh fear, and raging corruption How eclibfe | 
ö by our earthly moon! Her cares, her comforts, come be- 
| tween thee and my heart! Ah, how they hide thy face, 
fear thy rays, and blot out the day from my foul ! How 
often is my ſen put down at noon ! Now, bleſſed Lord, 
thy near approach, thy high elevation, create the ſum- 
mer of my foul : I baſk, I melt, below thy warming 
rays; and am love-ſickened with thy genial heat. Axox, 
thou doſt withdraw, aud ſtandeſt afar from me; ſure 
cauſe of inward wintry wo! What then ſucceeds? A 
withered, fruitleſs, miry life ; a faint, a frozen, carelefs 
heart! Have I forgot the ſhocking period, when the 
ſun kimſelf was darkened; the apy of ſummer was be- 
wintered! Bright Sun! brightneſs of the Father's glo- 
ry! how watt thou turned into blackneſs, and into blood! 
how fall from heaven! lie groaning on the ground! hang 
fixed to a croſs! deſcend to the fides of the pit! dark- 
neſs thy curtain, and thy bed the grave | The aſtoniſhed 
carth on trembling fell! created fun was.ſhocked to ſee 
thy ſhame ! How I ſaw! ten thouſands ſaw thee ſet in 
darkneſs, and in purple gore! Vile, rocky, ſhameleſs 
heart, didſt thou ſee and fat unmoved at the fight ! Cur- 
fe& be my fins, my luſts, the guilty cauſe. But happy 
morn ! by faith I faw him burſt the bonds of death; I 
ſaw him riſe; — riſe with ten thouſand charms ; my fi- 
niſhed ranſom ; my endleſs light; my God; my glory; 
and my ALL IN ALL! I ſaw him rife with thouſands of 
i once 


1 
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once fallen, but. now rifing ſtars. I felt the 1aifing 
power, and ſtraight with him did mount, to plant the 
new-framed heavens of grace. How, bleſſed Jeſus, by 
rifing in the ancient promiſe, didſt thou diſpel the mid- 
night i ignorance, and utter hopeleſſneſs of men] By ri- 
ſing in thy birth, thy death, thy reſurrection, and aſcen- 
fon, how. didſt thou diſpel the darkneſs, and chaſe away 
ihe ſhadows of Hebrew ceremonies !. By ariſing in go- 
ſpel ordinances, how didſt thou aboliſh the winter of 
Heatheniſm, error, and. deluſion! By riſing in thy ſpi- 
ritual influence, how thou turneſt our darkneſs into light; 
makeſt our darkened-ſouls become light in the Lord 
By rifing to judg m * how thou wilt totally, finally, 
diſpel the darkneft s of ignorant? and error! baniſh the 
cold of fin, trouble, temptation, er death 1 chaſe far off 
every ſhadow of imperfection, of vain imagination! ex- 
tinguiſh every candle, of miniſter, ordinance, or ſcripture! 
anduſherintheeternal noon of perfect viſion, and uncloud- 
ed glory! Eternal Sun, whoſe morning meaſures all our 
temporary periods of duration, how gradnally haſt thou 
riſen all along; and gradually thou riſeſt in my ſoul! O 
when wilt thou attain thy bleſſed meridian, that in my 
fleſh I may ſee God; ſee him as he is, and know him 
even as I am known! Art not thou the Sur of righteouſ- 
neſe? Thine it is to bring in an everlafling righteouſneſs. 
It is thine to declare and preach the . righteouſneſs. of. 
Cod. It is thine, by the imputation ef thy life, thy 
death, and by the influence of thy grace, te render all 
thy people righteous. O the healing in thy wings! If I 
but ſee thy countenance ; if I but feel thy rays I am 
made whole of whatſoever diſeaſe J had. 

74. Chriſt is called the mornixG STA (2). Io : 
greatneſs, and conftancy, how far his height, his glory, 
| his benign influence, tranſcend thoſe of angels and mi- 
niſters! Who, O Jeſus, among gods, or ftars, is like 
unto thee? O great ornament in the firmament of the 
creation and church, it is thine to guide thy choſen in 
this world, chiefly in the winter of their affliction. It 
is thine to be the ſure pledge of an approaching, an 
everlaſting: glory. Thou art the firſt and the laſt; the 
Alpha and Omega of all« our Ge and all our deſire :. 


(+) Reveii, 28. | 3 2 
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the author and the finiſher of our knowledge, our faith, 


our hope, our repentance, love, and new obedience ;- 
our evening and our morning comforter and guide. No- 
thing can pluck thee from thy office and ſtation, No- 
thing can arreſt thy courſe, or retard thy coming to 
ſuffer or ſave. To the adulterous and thiteviſh ſons of 
obſcurity, how unwelcome and terrible is thy bright- 
neſs! But how deſired of thoſe who hate the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſs! Thy coming in the fleſh 


. uſhered in the day of the goſpel-period. Thy ſpiritual 


coming uſhers in the day of effectual ſalvation. Thy 
coming in the clouds ſhall introduce a day of univerſal 


account, and of endleſs glory.—lIs this day far, O my 


ſou), riſen in thine heart ? 

75. Chrift is compared to xAIV and DEw (a). IE Ho- 
van alone is his Father. He is at once the Lord from 
heaven ; and the virgin's ſon, the fruit of the earth. 
From the vaſt ecean of redeeming love, his offices, his 
relations, his promiſes, and influences, proceed; and to 
the glory thereof they return and redound. O how ſo- 
vereign! how ſeaſonable! how gradual ! how comely ! 
how numerous and neceſſary! how refreſhful! how re- 


viving, and nouriſſting, and fructifying, the applica- 


tions of them to our heart. 


76. Chriſt is a ro nn or WELL (3). In the 
council of peace, and in his incarnation and death, he 
was digged by his Father. In his perſon, his office, his 
relations, his righteouſneſs and grace, what a marvel- 
Jous, a deep, an abundant, a dee, er of all 


neceſſary, free, plentiful, pure, pleaſant, refreſnful, heart - 


cooling, comforting, cleanſing, enge and fructi - 
fying influence to men! and which axe eſpecially con- 
veyed toſthem, while they are abaſedſin his fight? Thrice - 
blefſed, that, by purifying millions of polluted ſouls, he 


Himſelf can never contract deftilement ! He is a Vuntain 


of gardens, for the uſe of his churches: in theſe, in his 
worſhipping aſſemblies, and in the hearts of his people, 
his influence breaks forth, and is effectual. He is a 


fountain of living waters. The ever-freſh influence of 


his werd, his blood, his Spirit, begets life in dead fin- - 
ners, maintains it in faints, reſtores it when languiſhing, 


(e) Pſal. Ixxii. Hof. xiv. (5) Song iv. 15. Zech. xiii. a 
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and perfects it into life eternal. He is a fountain opened. 
He is publicly and freely exhibited to every finner in 
the goſpel: and how conſtant is our acceſs to apply his 
word, his blood, his Spirit, for our purification! So, 
Jeſus, ſprinkle thou many nations. Except thou waſly 


me, I can have no part in thee. 


77. Chriſt is compared to rivers of water in a dry 
place (a). To you, ſons of men, who live 1n the dry, 
the barren, the blaſted, withered wilderneſs of this 
world; to you who are in the barren, ſapleſs ſtate of 
nature; to you who are in a ſcorched, withered, and 
lifeleſs condition; there is in him, an open, free, com- 
mon, a perpetual, pure, freſh, ever · running, and abun- 
dant ſulneſs of cleanfing, comforting, firengthening ; af 
fructifying, adorning, enriching, protecting power, 
grace, love, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption. Thrice-bleſſed River, whoſe ſtreams make 
glad the city, the church of God. Here drink, here 


bathe, my foul ; drink, yea, drink and waſh abundautly,. 


O beloved. | 
78. Chriſt is called 8TzEams em Lebanon (6). From 
the bowels of Godhead, his mediatory office and ful- 
neſs proceed. From the high mountain of his divine 
perſon, his influences ſtream. How various their forms 
and effects! How powerfully they bear down, conquer, 
and remove every impediment, of fin, unworthineſs, or 
guilt ! How free! how cooling! how pleaſant ' how re- 
treſhful, nouriſhing, and * Ho every one that, 
thirſteth, come ye to the waters; whoſoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely: come to him, and. 
drink, Never, ye chief of finners, ſhall you be able to 
exhauſt and draw up this overflowing Jordan into your: 
mouth. Ye leprous Syrians, waſh here; waſh Hs 
times, and be clean. Will men leave this ſnow of Leba- 


non, that cometh from the Rock of ages, the rock of the” 


field, the free, the common, the obvious Saviour? Sh. 


the cold flowing waters, that come from the heavenly. 
| place, be forſaken? 


79. Chriſt is compared to a TREE (e). How deep- 
roeted in ſelf exiſtence, abſolute independeney, and im- 
mutability, is his divine perſon! How ttrong ! how du- 

(8) If. xxxli. 2. () Song iv. 15. (e) Ezek. xviie 22. 23. 24. 

5 | H 2 | rab 


88 A BRIEF VIEW OF Book II. 


rable, exalted, and glorious! How firmly rooted in the 
_ everlaſting, and infinite love, in the unchangeable per- 
fections and purpoſes of God, are the conſtitution of his 
erſon as God- man, and his mediatory office In his 
humble birth, how, in his manhood, he grew up, as a 
root out of a dry ground! In his life, afflicted and ſor- 
rowful; how he grew up * how he increaſed in grace, 
and in favour with God and with men! In his ſuffer- 
ings, how the axe of his Father's wrath was laid to the 
root of the tree! In his death, how hewas cut down ! 
Three days and three nights, he lay proftrate in his 
grave. In his reſurrection, and in his aſcenfion, how 
ne grew up to aſteniſhing height, tranſcending both 
angels and men! Now he is planted, he grows on the 
high mountain and eminent of his Father's right hand 
on the lofty ordinances of the gofpel-church. In him 
there is abundant ſap, — a never- failing fulneſs of grace 
and glory. Among the branches, and under the ſha- 
dow of his excellencies, offices, and relations, do the 
ranſomed birds of paradiſe fix themſelves, and ſing forth 
his praiſe. May I fit there triumphant, and ſhout the 
Redeemer. e on | | 
__ © 80. Chriſt is called the TREE oF II E (3). He pre- 
pared, he purchaſed, he offers, he beſtows, he reftores 
maintains, and perfects our life, ſpiritval and eternal. 
He is the food on which we now live by faith : the cer- 
tain pledge that we fhall live for ever; becauſe he liveth. 
we ſhall live alſo: and when HE who is our life ſhall. 
appear, we “ ſhall alfo appear with him in glory. He 
grows in the ſtreet, and on either fide of the river :?* In 
every gcſpeFEordinance, he is exhibited: to men in ge- 
neral, wicked, or gracious, Jews, or Gentiles, he is of- 
fered : every where in his church militant or triumphant 
is he preſent; and is the-life, the open refreſnment, the 
fubſtance, the ſupport, and glory thereof. And by 
the influence of bis bleſſed Spirit, that river of lie, 18 
he apprehended and enjoyed. He © bears twelve man- 
ner of fruits every month :?? by him an angry God is 
#ppeaſed and recoreiled: juſtice is ſatisficd; the bro- 
ken law is magnified! an everlaſting righteouſneſs is. 
brought in; the covenant of grace, confirmed? Satan 


5 (a, Rey. XXii. 25 F 22 
os conquered; 
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conquered ; our fin pardoned and ſubdued ; our perſons 
accepted; our hopes of glory recovered ; our victory 
over fin, Satan, death, and an evil world, ſecured ; 
minifterial gifts beſtowed ; the - goſpel publiſhed ; the 
Holy Gholt ſent to fanctify, preſerve, direct, and eom- 
fort us; the manſions of heaven prepared for us; freedom 
from a broken covenant, a ceremonial law, and ſatanical 


temptations; boldneſs towards God; familiar intimacy 


with him; a full and ready anſwer to _ charge, 
that can be laid againſt us, before him; the fa ourable 
acceptance of our good works; the conſtant hearing 
and ſeaſonable granting of our requeſts; a believing 
aſſurance of all new-covenant beſſings, are infallibly ſe- 
cured. All are ever ripe and ready, for the enjoyment 
of his people in every caſe, delightful or grievous. His 
« leaves for the healing of the nations,” are his word, 


his ordinances, and ſpiritua linfluences, which communi- 


eate ſpiritual healing to the nations of them that are 

ſaved, in every age, place, and condition. 
81. Chriſt is compared to an APPLE-TREE Ca). In 

aſcfulnefs, for honouring his Father, and ſaving his 


people; in comelineſs and beauty, he infinitely tran- 


ſcendeth angels and men: he is the darling, the chief, 
care of Heaven. His honour is eaſily injured; he is 
readily touched with the injuries, done to his children. 
For us, he bears the wholeſome, the ſweet, the ſavoury, 


ting, apples of everlaſting righteouſneſs, of pardon, ac- 
ceptance, regeneration, adoption, ſanRification, of ſpi- 
ritual, peace, comfort, and endleſs happineſs. How 
favoury! how medicinal, are the very laue, and bloſ- 
ſoms of his word and ordinances, to thoſe who labour 
under the ſenſe of their ſpiritual emnity, ignorance, 
pride, hypocriſy ; malice,” envy, unbelief, legality, 


- cooling, the refreſhing, the nee the love exci- 


earthly mindedneſs; of heart- wandering, deadneſs, or 


other inward plagues ! If by faith we touch the hem 
of his garment, we ſhall be made whole. But if the 
-FOMECITRON TREE be here meant, Chriſt compared 


to it, for his greatneſs and excellency. In the produc- 


tion, how bitter taſted to him were his fruits, which are 


o fragrant to us! and amidſt what bitter tribulations | 


a] Song ii 3. | . 0 
. H 3 8 by Wwe 
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we now experience their delightful ſxectneſs ! How 
eonſtantly ripe j how effectual a remed * againſt the pai- 
ſon of fin + How they ſtrengthen, and perfume our ſpi- 
ritual breath!— Sit, O my ſoul, under his ſhadow with 
great delight, and Jet his fruit be ſweet to my taſte. 

82. Chriſt is compared to a cgDAR- TREE (a). How 
infinite the depth, the firmneſs of his root; his Godhead, 
and even the eftabliſhment of his Mediatorial perfon and 
office * How high! bow exccilenr* how ttrong, firm, 
and incoruptible ! how ever flouriſhing and comely ! In 
His incarnation, he grew as a root out of dry ground. 
In his humiliation, how expoſed-toftarms and ſuffering ! 
How complete! how extenſive and refreſhing the ſhadow 
of his protection and righteoufneſs! How abundant his 
Fulnefs of ſap !- of grace and: virtue ++ How manifold 
his uſe in erecting the temple ! the church! the news 
covenant-building-of mercy !'and the frame of grace. in 
our heart! How ſweet: how fragrant to our foul, his 
perſon, his office, his relations, his names, his ordinan- 
des, lighteenſneſs, and grace — Is he to me as Le- 
banon, excellent as the cedars!““ A 1 
83. Chriſt is compared: to a FIR-TREE: (a): In his 
debaſement, he fprang up in a barren ground, from a 
degenerate nation, and from a de baſed family, and an 
impoveriſhed virgin; and grew up in the cold, the barren 
ſoil of a blaſted world, a low, an afflicted life. How in- 
finite his excelleney and comelineſs! How untainted his 
integrity and uprightneſa! Being exalted tos the right 
hand of the Majeſt y on high, how he bendsdownward his 
boughs of promiſes and inffuences, that he may del 
with, and be apprehended and held fait by the debaſed 
'trav{greffor, the humble ſoul! how perpetually verdantg 
4 the ſame yeſterday, to-dzy, and for ever! How un- 
fading his glory! How-free from every knot uf corrup- 
tion! How uabounded his ſap, his fulneſs of grace and of 

lory! In him it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs 
Hould dwell. How completely he protects his choſen - 
from the heat, the ſtorm of almighty. vengeance, and 

of the temptations of; Satan! How-he expoſed his head, 
his heart, for our ſake! How ſweet! how open! ho- 
abundant the accefs of unclean ſtorks of polluted ſin- 
(e! Song. v. 15. LKK xvii- a3. () Ho. Av. 8. 


Ders. 
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ners to enter in, aud abide. under, the ſhadow of his: 
braaches,' My ſoul, make him Ok bene thy ſafe, 
thine endleſs 3 | 
84. Chritt is compared to an OLIVE: TREE, or two 
OLWE BRANCHES (4). How infivite is the fulieſs of 
grace, which refides in his complex: perfon. And how 
infiflite is his readineſs to communicate it to his people. 
And what a ſure emblem of perfect peace between God 
and my ſou] ! If I hear of him. in the goſpel, it is the 
voice of the Lord, ſaying, 5 Peace, peace to him that 
is afar off, and to him that is near, It I believe; if I 
feel him in my heart; God keeps me in perfect Heets 
his covenant of peace ſhall not be broken 
85. Chriſt is compared to a CLUSTER. OF, COPHER,. 
in the vineyards. of Engedi (). If corner mean the 
cyprus bins; Chriſt i N it in his abundant, his 
nouriſhing, his ſtrenghthening, and comfortin virtue; + 
If it mean the cypreſs-tree ; Chriſt reſembles it in his. 
ſweetneſs, his Purity, his healing, and anointing virtue; 
his ever appearing as our dying, our crucified deem- 
er. If it ſignify the cypirus, or. ſward-graſs; Chriſt 
; reſembles it in. his fruitfulneſs, his ſavourineſs, his mar- 
vellous virtue to ſtrengthen our ſoul, and to heal the 
bites, the ſtings, the wounds made by the old ſerpent. 
If it mean dates, the fruit of the palm - tree; Chriſt re- 
fembles them in his wide ſpread renown, his infinite 
ſweetneſs, and nouriſhing virtue. If it denote balſam.;. 
Chriſt reſembles it in his preciouſueſs, his acceptable- 
neſs, his ſweetneſs and fragrancy, his preſerving, his all- 
healing, and nouriſhing virtue. If it be camphire,z 
Chriſt reſembles it in his good favour, his healing, his 
reviving, and exhilarating virtue. He is compare * a 
CLUSTER: for, Othe fulneſs, the ſweet, the firm, the 
myſterious. connection of his unnumbered e 
graces, bleſſings, promiſes 
806. Chrift calls himſelf the ra uE vive (c). In bis 
humanity, how tender, weak, debaſed! expoſed to 
contempt and ſuffering ! how foailed by foxes, by Sa- 
tan, by Jewiſh. ſeducers ! by Gentile perſecutors ! but 
how honourable in his perſon, his character, and office 
how eaſily; how much injured! how ſenſible, and. ob- 
e Zech. iv. 11.—14. (5) Song. i. 14 (e) Jobn xv. i. | 
ſervant 
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ſervant of it ! how quickly he grew up in favour with 
God, and with men! How early was he about his Fa- 
ther's buſineſs ? how he abounds with quiekening, with 
heart-warming, and enlightening virtue! What ſweet, 
what profitable, AS: and medicinal grapes of 
righteouſneſs, of p-ace, of pardon, acceptance; of ſpi- 
ritual ſonſhip, ſanctification, perſeverance, conffort, 
and eternal glory, he brings forth ! what extenſive and 
refreſhful ſhadow of protecting perfections, offices, pro- 
miſes, and providence, he affords to his people! Bleſſed 
Vine, why, after thy fruitfulneſs, waſt thou cut down! 
why burnt. in the fire of thy Father's wrath! not for 
thine, but for our barrennefs, our unprofitablenefs. Why 
waſt thou trodden in the wine- preſs of his indignation ? 
why was thy foul troubled, ſqueezed, and preſſed ont of 
meafure * Was it, that I might for it for ever drink nen 
wine with thee in the Father's kingdom 1 Arie, ye fin- 
ners, ye companions of ſorrow ; take this cup of ſalva= 
tion, and call on the name of the Lord. With plea- 
fure, fit every one under the ſhadow of Jeſus, his on 
vine, his own fe —_ 

87. Chriſt is compared to 2 Re (a); ! is the 
hidden, the inviſible God: on earth his glory was vail- 
ed: now we ſee him not, but believing we rejoice. How 
infinitely ſafe, firm, and unchangeable! how full of 
fap, of communicative virtue! how he fupports ! how 
myſteriouſly he conveys exiſtence, life, and nouriſhing 
virtue to his people! In the winter of fpiritual indiffe 
rence, deadneſs, darkneſs, deſertion, and in the ſtorms 
of perſecution, temptation, and trouble, how effectually 
he preſerveth them 855 total withering! Againſt him, in 
Bis perſon, office, righteoufneſs, and grace, do cur e- 
nemies with their axe of oppoſition prineipally ftrike, — 
Bleſſed Root of David, and of every other creature, ef- 
pecially of theſe of the houſehold of faith, neither 
ftorm, nor drought, nor axe, nor age, can defpoil thee 
of thy vigour, thy freſhneſs, When the earth and the 
works thereof are burnt up, thou ſhalt appear in all the 
"budding glories of the ſpring, and becauſe Wen liveſt, 
I fhall hive alſo. 
288. Chrift is called the BAN en or O 0% In: 
() If. liii 1. Rev. xzii. 16. + (6) II. xi. 1. Zech. iii. PF 
23 | * 
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his hamanity he foringe out of the root of Jeſſe. His' 
humanity. hath no root of itſcif, but ſubſiſts in his di- 
vine perſon. How comely, verdant, and fruitful is he 
as man and Mediator. With honour to God, and 
happineſs to men! He is a Toy BRANCH, ſprung of 
David's royal family; and in himſelf moſt excellent and 
| konorable; higher than kings of any land, He is the 
branch of the Lord, raiſed up by, cared for, and fruitful 
to the glory of, God. lic is a branch ef righteouſneſs 3 
for the diſplay of his rigliteouſneſs, God ſent him into 
the world, raiſed him up, and made him bring forth, 
an everlaſting righteouſnejs, for our juſtification 3 and 
by his influence are all his children made NTP. in 
gaod works. 

89. Chriſt is called the PLANT OF RENOWN raiſed- up. 
by Ged (a). In his ancient purpoſe, in his incarnation 
and death, God planted him: in his reſurrection and 
aſcenſion, he raiſed him up, and gave him glory: In 
the preaching of the goſpel, in the eſteem aud affecti on 
af his people, he continueth to exalt him: at the laſt 
day he will raiſe him up to judge the world, and thereby 
diſplay his aſtoniſhing height and grandeur. In his 
pedigree, his perſon, his natures, names, his qualities, 
offices, relations, and work, how iufinitely famous! for 
antiquity ; for deep humiliation z for excclleut beauty 
for never-fading verdure ; for nouriſhing and medicinal 
virtue; for refeſhful 1 and ſhadow ; for aſtoni- 
ſhing fruitfulneſs in every neceſſary, every uſeful bene- 
fit; 0 widely is he renowned ! O publiſh his name; 
declare his doings among the preple 5 aſeribe ye greatneſs. 
to our Chriſt ; let every one to another, © the fathers 
unto the children, declare his truth. My Soul, what. 
think I. of Chriſt, whom ane, 1 and Ale 
perſons, ſo much extol ? 

90. Chriſt is called the rosF or Sn ar ov, or field (3). 
In his birth, he grew out of David's withered root; he 
grew up in the field of this world, and was thereip ex- 
pond to contempt, trouble, and death. In the field of 
118 word and ordinances, he is to be found as the free, 
the common Saviour of men. In his perſon, God - man, 
how beautiful and glorious, —the hongur of creation! 


49 Dat ks ZXxix. 29. (4) Song ii. 1. . 
2 His. 
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His character, offices, his relations, righteouſneſs, and 


grace, how favoury and refreſhful ! how effectually, if 
applied, they cure our heart-burning enmity and ma- 
lice! our ſpiritual blindneſs, deſpondency, and con- 
ſumption in tin ! | 7 
91. Chriſt is called the LIIY oF THE VALLEY (a). 
Once he was planted in a debaſed ftate, in the low val- 
ley of our world. To the moſt wretched finners he is 
offered; and in the humble heart he takes up his abode. 
How infinitely ſavoury, pure, cemely, and fruitful! How 
high; yet how meek, lowly, and condeſcending ! What 


an effectual remedy are his influences, againft our ſpi- 


ritual pride, faintneſs, blindneſs, hardneſs of heart, or 


any like plague None of the diſeaſes of Egypt, O Sa- 


viour, ſhall come upon me; for thou art the Lord my 
God, that healeth me. Under my fooliſh, my ſinful at- 
tempts, every ailment is hopeleſs; but thou haſt power 
over all plagues ; when thou wilt, thou canft make me 
Hole | * | 
92. Chriſt is compared to a BUNDLE oF MYRRH (5). 
How unbounded and unſearchable! how well connected, 
and inamiſſible, his fulneſs of righteouſneſs and grace! 
how it endears him to kis Father, and to his people! 
kow it pleaſeth, refreſheth, beavtifieth, perfumes, puri- 
fes, prevents corruption, heats and anoints their ſoul ! 
Bitter indeed, O Redeemer, were thy ſufferings to thee! 
bitter is our croſs, which attends thy coming to our 
foul ? but, thyſelf, how precious an offering te God, 
and how precious a gift of God to men'—O, till the 
night of trouble, of time, be finiſhed, lie between my 
breaſts ; dwell near my heart: lodge amidſt the embra- 
ees of my faith and love! | 

93. Chriſt compares himſelf to a coxx oF wukAr, 
caſt into the ground, that it might die and bring forth 
much fruit (c). In himſelf how pure, precious, and 
ſubſtantial! how fweet and durable! In his incarna- 


oy 


tion he fell into the earth; in his ſuffering and exit he 


dicd ; but roſe again, and grew up to amazing heights 
of exaltation. Innumerable glories he brought forth, 
to himſelf and to his Father: innumerable bleſſings he 
brought forth, for the wholeſome nouriſhment of our 

(% Sung li. 1. () Song i. 13. (6) John xii. ue 
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ſoul : innumerable ſaints he brings forth, and renders 
the bleſſing and ſubſtance of the nations. — Feed, my 
ſoul, on this fneſt of the wheat. Let my uſeful life bear 
witneſs, that for me Jeſus died, and roſe again, according 
to the ſcriptures. | | | 

94. Chriſt is called the FigsT-FRUITS (a). Firſt in 
order of nature, and as the pledge of our reſurreQion, 
he roſe from the dead. How tranſcendent and incom- 
parable is his excellency ! How {ſolemnly was he himſelf, , 
and, by him, are his ſaints, conſecrated to the ſervice of 
God. On that day the firſt-fruits of barley were offer- 
ed, he roſe from the grave. On that, upon which the 
firſt-fruits of wheat were offered, he returned to bleſs 
the nations in the power of his Spirit. 

95. Chriſt is compared to a GREAT Rock (3). How 
infinitely high! how firm! unchangeable! and invin- 
cible! What a boundleſs mine of precious; of more 
than golden bleſſings ! What a ſource of living, of life - 
giving waters! What a furniſhed herbary of medicinal 
ſimples Hr the healing of the nations ! What a ſure foun - 
dation of our-hope ! our endleſs felicity! What a ſafe, 
a lefty, a curious refidence! where no enemy can annoy 
us! where we are ſheltered, protected, and refrefhed, 
with divine perfections and providences ! where we en- 
joy the moſt clear, extenſive, and pleaſant proſpect of the 
whole fulneſs and ways of God! Bleſſed Rack higher 
than I ; more excellent than mountains of prey; ſuffi- 
cient to overſhadow me! Lofty munitian of rocks, cauſe 
my foul to mount up, and reſide in thee ; fo ſhall I ſee. 
the King in his beauty, and the land that is very far 
off: bread fhall be given me, and my water ſhall be ſure. 
O Reck of ages, while I am in this weary world, this 
weary eſtrangement from my God, be thou my reſt and 
my refreſhing. Smitten by thy Father's wrath, pour 
me forth ſtreams of oil, of honey, and butter. Mower 
envy, O my ſoul, the portion of the wicked: their rock 
is not as my rock, mine enemies themſelves being judges. 

96. Chriſt is compared, perhaps, ta mount Car. 
MEL (c). As God, how infinitely high! As Mediator, 
how exalted ! In him, on the one hand, how wide our 

(a) 1 Cor. xv. 46) If, xxzii. 2. Match. vi. 18. Matth. wü. 


24. 25. (e] Song vii. 5. 
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proſpect of creation and time ! on the other, of the ſea- 
like perfections of God! of unbounded eternity! How 
fertile he, of grace and of truth! How productive of 
glory to God, and bleſſings to men! Planted in him, 
how we abound in the fruits of ee 7, to the 
praiſe of the glory of his virtue and grace] But if the 
word fignify Ius n, Chriſt reſembles it, in bearing 
our ſins, in ſuffering their puniſhment ; and in receiving 
his royal and glorious reward. Suppoſe, my ſoul, theu 
"ſhould reſiſt unto blood, firiving againſt fin, let thy 
converſation be in heaven, whence I look for the Sa- 
viour: let the fruits of the Spirit in all goodneſs be in 
me, and abound ; ſo ſhall I never fail, 

97. Chriſt is compared to LEBANON, that goodly * 
mountain on the north of Canaan (a). How infinitely 
higher than angels and men! How far aſcended above 
all heavens ! How great! how unfading his comelineſs 
and excellency ! how pleaſant to behold ! How fragrant 
and precious his product! his unfailing fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs and grace ! What unnumbered cedars of ſaints 
grow up in him! What cleanſing and refreſſiful ſtreams 
of mercy flow from his bowels! How fully he protects 
our promiſed land, our new-covenant ftate, from the 
northern blaſts of devouring wrath ! And happy! hap- 
py ! in him are no dens of lions, no lodging of leopards. 
Ze thou my rekdence, my dwelling place in all gene- 
rations. 

98. Chriſt is compared to a LITTLE STONE, Cut ou? 
ef the mountain without hands, which brake in pieces 
Daniel's fourth beaft, and became a great mountain, 
which filled the whole earth (b). In his debaſement, 
how low was his condition! How is he deſpiſed and re- 
jected of men! How much unknown to, and diſeſteem- 
ed by the ſaints! How ſovereignly ſent of God to ſave 

us! How: conceived ard born into human nature by a 
virgin, who knew not a man! To make way for bis 
ſpiritual kingdom, he overthrew the Heatheniſh empire 
of Rome, and ſubdued the nations to himſelf. A time 
cometh, when the knowledge of him ſhall cover the 
whole earth, as the waters cover the-ſea ; when the 
kingdoms of this world ſhall: become the Kingdoms. of 


Ly, Song v. 15. (2) Dan. ii. 34. 35. 
| - our 


__” 


_ to admire, depend, and wait on; worſhip, and ſerve 


(a) If. xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 8. ( Zech iii. 9. 
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our Lord, and of his Chriſt; and he ſhall-reign for ever 
and ever.— 0 bleſſed Mountain, fill my A my 
nouſe, my heart! | 

99. Chrift is called a Ssrovg, living, cler, preciour, 
and tried (a). How firm, ſtrong, e e and laſt- 
ing! He hath all 75/e in himſelf, and guicteneth whom be 
will! How infinitely valuable, and dear to God, angels, 
and ſaints! the defire of all nations! the gold that pe- 


riſheth not? the ineſtimable jewel; that maketh multi- 


tudes boaſt themſelves, becauſe they are become exceeding. 


_ rich!Jenovan choſe him to be our Mediator, and tried 
him in the fire of his indignation. The ſaints chooſe him 


for their huſband, their ALL; and try him, by depend - 
ence on him, in their n their temptations, and 
fiery troubles. | 
100.” Chriſt is called ow runs; auh which are Even 
eyer (5). How infinitely firm and durable! How di- 
ſtinguiſhed and unmatched! The chief among ten thou- 


ſand ! Of what perfect, what divine knowledge i is he 


poſſeſſed! It is his to know and direct all things; to 
obſerve, to pity, and regard his choſen in every ate and 
caſe. On him how fixed are his Father's eyz5! With 
what pleaſare he views his perſon! his undertaking! | 


kis incarnation ! his life! his death! his reſurrect ion; 


and aſcenſion! his interceſſion for us! How fixed on 
him are the chef of the bleſſed Spirit, to take of his, and 
ſhew it unto us! How fixed on him, the eyes of <a 

im! 
How fixed on hint were the cher of ancient believers; 
looking, and longing for his coming into the likeneſs 
of finful fleſh't- The ſaw his day afar off, and rejoiced 
to ſee it. How fixed on him are the eyes of all ſaints, 
looking to him for pardon,” for righteoaſneſs'and ſalva- 


tion; and longing for his ſeeond appearance! When he 
cometh with clouds; how fixed on him ſnall be the eyes 
of every rational creature ! Every eye ſhall-ſee him; and 


all the wicked kindreds of the earth ſhall wail beckbfe 
of him. With what burning love, raviſhing wonder, 


and enrapturing praiſe, ſhall holy angels, and ranſomed 


men, for ever gaze on his perſon, and fee him as he is! 
Look to him, my ſoul, that thou mayſt be S e 


Let 


* 
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Let my waiting eyes be ſet. on him. Beholding as in 
a glaſs, the glory of the Lord ; be thou changed into. 
the ſame image from glory to glory, even as by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord. He is the ſtone, of which God engra- 


veth the graving. Upon the palms of his Lands, are di- 
vinely engraven the names of all his choſen ; their ſalva- 
tion is put under his care and management. They are 
graven on his heart. He was divinely conſtituted their 
kind repreſentative and ſurety, and appointed to appear 
in the preſence of Ged for us. In reſpect of manifeſta - 
tion, how deep engraven, ou his perſon and office, are 
the perfections of God! How gloriouſly engraven on 
his humanity, the adorning graces of the Holy Ghoſt! 
In his debaſement, how was he marked with wounds 
and bruiſes! how divinely made perfect through ſuffer- 
ing! In his exaſtation, how divinely is he marked with 
glory and honour! 3 1 | 

101. Chriſt is called a ſane , funiling, and rock of 
offence (a). Provoked at his humble birth, his dehaſed 
life, his ignominious death, and ſorry retinue of diſciples ; 


at the holineſs of his law, the ſearching and evangelic 
nature of his doctrine; at the ſimplicity of his ordi- 


nances, the mearineſs and miſconduct of his followers ;— 
the Jews, and many others, to their ſpiritual hurt, to 
their everlaſting ruin, refuſe to embrace and obey him. 
Bleed, O Jeſus, is he, whoſoever is not offended in thee. 
02. Chriſt is compared to a way (b). By his Fa 
ther's royal appointment, he came into this world. IIe 
removed every impediment of our acceſs to God, and 
left us an example to walk in his ſteps. Through his 
mediation, his atonemeut, and interceſſion, we mult g 
out to our warfare with Satan, with the world, and our 
luſts; muſt ge for th to trade with heaven in the free re- 
ceipt of all the fulneſs of God; and to walk in holineſs 
towards the celeſtial bliſs. In the goſpel, his perſon and 
office are exhibited, as the ſole means of IEHOVARH“'s kind 
viſits to us, and of our paſſage from Satan to God; and 
from fin and miſery to grace and glory. In Eis, all 
who hear the goſpel, are fully warranted to enter and 
walk; and by him they are graciouſly received; freely 
ſupported, perpetually directed, and finally uſhered into 

(2) 1 Pet, it. 8. (6) John xiv. 6, If. xxxv. 8. 


endleſs 


** 
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endleſs felicity. O zew and living way of holineſs, in 
which men ſhall not remain unclean, though it be for 
'THwosE! O ſure, ſafe, eaſy, plain, pleaſant, heavenly 
path! O coſtly, free, divine way! may fooliſh I walk in 
thee, without erring4 United to thy perſon ; juſtified 
by thy blood; influenced by thy love; enabled by thy 
Arength; ſubject to thine authority; acting as under 
thine eye; alway intending thine honour ; let me fol- 
low thee, and go up and down in thy name, and walk 
humbly with my God. | 4 
103. Chriſt is compared to a care and Door (a). 
By the wiſdom, the power, and authority of God, he 


church, and the offices thereof: the only means of our 
acceſs into a gracious ſtate, or into the knowledge, fa- 
your, and prefence of God: the ſele means ef our de- 
fence from the ſtorm of divine wrath, or the violence of 
our ſpiritual fees. Through him alone, Jenovan be- 
ſtows his gracious alms of a full falyration, on thoſe de- 
ſtitute ſinners, who apply for the ſame: and in him 
alone, our prayers and ſervices are accepted. Now, in 
rde promiſes, the invitations, and offers of the goſpel, he 
is wide opened to men; him that cometh to him, he will 
ii no wiſe caſt out. At death, this exhibition will be 
| ſhut to us; and at the judgment, to all his deſpiſers: 
; i and for ever ſhall thoſe, who are found without him, be 
confirmed in their miſerable eſtate. He is repreſented 
as ſeveral, as favelve gates, three looking towards every 
airth: he is preached to ſiimers in all the ends of the 
earth; and O their free, their abundant acceſs to God 
dy him! He is repreſented as gates of pearl: for, O his 
= unbounded preciouſneſs aid excelleney, in his perſon 
and mediation! And, bleſſed be the Lord, he is open 
night and day; in every cafe, a ready means of acces 
to God. They that come to him, ſhall, in ſpiritual li- 
berty, go in and aut, and find paſture ; but ſhall zo more 
7 out from their gracious ſtate. By this gate of God, 
et me enter in, and bleſs the Lord. | 4 
104. Chriſt is compared to an HABITATION, and 
dwelling-pluce (b). How farniſhed with every neceſſary 
acconmodauon, all ſpiritual proviſion ! His righteouſ- 
| 49) John x. 9. (6) John vi. 30. Fs. 
| 1 2 neſs 


is conſtituted the proper means of our admiſſion to the 
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nels and ſtrength are the covering his love the bed to 
refreſh, and the fire to warm and melt our heart: his 
fleſh and blood, his perſon, righteouſneſs, and purchaſed 
benefits, are the nouriſfiing proviſion : he, his Father, 
and bleſſed Spirit, the delightful companions. With 
tranſcengert plcaſure and gladneſs, his people abide in 
their ſtate of union and communion with him. With 
familiar boldneſs, they receive and improve the righteouf- 
neſs, peace, pardon, acceptance, adoption, wiſclom, ſanc- 
tification, and redemption, which are lodged in him.— 
Where, my ſoul, dwelleſt thou? Is Chriſt thy home? 
Hail then thy happy ſtate ! No plague fhall come near 
thy dwelling. Charge me, my conſcience, to be a keep- 
er at home, that my #ovst may guide me: never let 
me be a bird wandering from her neſt. 

105. Chriſt is compared to a Covert and_nuiDixG- 
PLACE (a). Secretly and myſteriouſly, in his perſon, 
3 power, and love, are the perſons, the life, 
ſafety, happineſe, and comfort of his people, hidden and 
infalſibly {ccpred, fram the avenging fury of an angry 
God, and againſt all danger and hurt, frem fin, Satan, 
the world, death, or. hel.—Am 1 hidden in him? t 
rains come, and wiuds of temptation blow; n0 evil tall 
come near me. Quickly, O mine enemies, ſhall you ſeck 
me, and ſhall not find me; nay, even vo.. whither I $9» 
ye cannot come; for having entered 10% his. bearrs > Eis 
hand, the Lord hath fiut me in. 
166. Chriſt is called a sax cT UAA rade * (3 | 
What a ſufficient ſhelter and reſidence for guilty and he- 
ſtormed finners | How divinely prepared, aud allotted far 
them to- flee to, for protection from God's ayenging 
juſtice, from a broken law, a raging devil, and an evil 
world! And 1 in him we are to live, denying ungodlinefs,. 


* a 


ang WEriuly TUB, and Walking toverly, riphtcouſly, and 
- godly, offering the proper ſacrifice, and incenſe of * 
er, of praiſe, and of good works unto God. . + 

107. Chriſt is compared to a TEN and 200 (e). 
How divinely reared! By his imputed righteoufneſe, 
how ſweetly he faves his people from the fcorching teat 
"of God's wrath! By his power and love he protects them 
from the windy ſtoring: which are raiſed by Satan and 


(% If. iv. 6. and xxxil, 2. (2) Heb. vi. 19. (c) li. i. 
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wicked men, and gives them a ſweet, a refreſhful reſt in 
himſelf. This, my ſoul, is thy ref, and thy refre/bing. 

108. Chriſt is compared to a REST, or RESTING= 
rack (a). God hath prepared him for ſinful men, 
wearied with fulfilling their luſts, with bearing their 
troubles, with enduring the ſhocking views of their fin, 
and their puniſhmeat. The imputation of his righteoul- 
neſs removes our burden of guilt. The faith, the ſenſible 
perception of it, removes our burden of legal conviction. 
The effectual intimation of his love makes our heart to 
ceaſe from her ſinful and legal courſes ; and delivers it 
from its burdens of carnal care, The faith of his un- 
ſinging our trouble, our death, and of his fympathizing 
with us therein, and making them to work for us a ® far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” removes 
their oppreſſive load. The faith of his veracity pledged 
in his promiſe, diſpels every deſpondent fear, relative to 


our own or the church's true intereſt. In him we enjoy 


the firmeſt eſtabliſhment in grace; the moſt powerful 


ſecurity againſt fpiritual wandering ; the fulleſt ſatisfac- 
tion to all our defires ; and the ſweeteſt refreſhment, joy, 
and comfort to our foul. — Return to this reſt, O . 

for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee, | 


ou! 


109. Chrift is repreſented as God's HABIT AT to] his 


reſting place; his ThrONE of grace (. Not only is the 
Father in him, by mutual coexiſtence of nature; but he 


is eminently and eternally glorified by, fatisfied with, 


delighted in, and rejoiceth over him, as our Mediator. 
In him God is ever acceſſible to our humble requeſts, 
and ever found ready to beſtow his purchaſed mercy and 
grace.—Go therefore boldly, my foul, to his throne of 
| ' grace, that thou mayeſt “ obtain mercy, and find grace 
> to help in time of need.“ 1 


110. Chriſt is compared to a FounDATION (c), Firſt, 


in order of nat ure, his perfon, his office, his rightesuſ- 
neſs, aud intereeſſion, are placed by his Father, as the 
firm, the eternal principle, ſupport, fecurity, and erna- 
ment of his whole diſpenſation of mercy and grace; and 


of every doctrine, ordinance, and true member, of the 


church; and of all our religious worſhip and ſervice ; 


(% Matth. xi. 28. Pſal. cxvi: 3. (J) 2 Cor. v. 19. Heb. iv. 16. 
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men: may 1, wit 
thee, with Dt deſire, particular appropriation, and | 
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and of all our hopes of eternal felicity. * Auother four» 
dation can no man lay, than that which is laid, whi ch is 
Chrift Je ſus. — Be thou, my ſoul, grounded in him; 3 
nor do hoy build on him the hay and flubble of Tegal righ» 
teouſneſs, of farcitul opinions, or unwarranted Practices. 


1 Chriſt 13 ca ned the CHIEF CORNER STONE (4). | 


He was indeed deſpiſed and rejected by the Jewiſh 
builders, their rulers in chureh and fate ; but, by his 
perſon, his office, his relations, his righteouſneſs, his in- 
terceſſion, power, and love, — the whole new-covenant 
building of mercy, the whole temple of the church, 
Jewiſh or Gentile, militant or triumphant, the whole 


ſtructure of grace in every belicver's heart, is myſteriouf- 


ly and beautifully united, regulated, adorned, ſupported, 


ſtrengthened, and preſerved. — Bleed Corner ſtone, 
cement my foul to thee. 


112. Chriſt is compared to a nail ing fare FE (3): 


On him, aß irrevocably appointed of God, to be 25 


ſole, our all. ſufſieient Mediator, , doth every purpoſe, 
Tul, and-pravidence of God, relative to our, falva» 
tion, — and doth: the whole doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, 


and povernment, of the church; every office, o cer, 
and member, thereof; and every perſon, privilege, 


gift, and grace, of his people, firmly and ſafcly hang, 


and gepend. — — Here hang, my foul, thy life, My hope, 


thy work, thy care, thy AI. 

JJ 3-Chrilt i is repreſented as Foor pp, and DREAD 
or LIFE [26 ä Being broken and bruiſed' for our int; 3 
rrodden in the wine preſs of his Father's wrath ; 1 


in the flames of his indignation ; - Lis perſon, +, rig rhe 
teoufneſs, and Sow benefits, are the moſt excellent, 


the wholeſome, pleaſant, nouriſhing, the trengthenin 
and: medicinal, the univerſal, abſolutely peceflary,, and 


mever-farfeiting Provition of our ſoul, which, begets, 


reſtores, maintains, and perfetts our everlaſting hte. 
Bread that cometh down frem heaven,” 5 fuß- 
; Rantial proviſion, 8 'ven of God to us, ſtarving finfy I 


all ſaints, daily by faith ** 
in ward deli 8 mare gt re us: this bread. 


6% Eph. ii. 20. 7 If, 1 21.—24. (c) John vi. gg. 42 
114. Chriſt. 
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114. Chriſt is called the x1pPtxs manxa (a). Him- 
ff and hs fulneſs are the heavenly, the divinely pre- 


pared, the free, the all-furting proviſion, on which lus - 


choſen people are for ever nouriſhed and fed. How 
nvifhle and unknown to a carnal world! How muck 
at preſent uaknown to the ſaints?! Flow incomprehenſi- 
ble in any ſtate, to angels or men !—Ever may my foul 
Have. this bread fle eat, which the world knoweth not of. 
115. Chriſt is compared to ratmmEnT (5). How 
exac)y ſuited to our condition, are his imputed righ- 
teouſneſs, and imparted grace! How they hide, they re- 
move, our ſinful deformity, guilt, and pollution! How 
they protect from ſcorching heat, from freezing eold, 
and every other ſpiritual hurt! How comely and ae- 
ceptable they render us before God, angels, and good 
men! What ſpiritual health, what warmth of affection 
to good, they promote! How they qualify us for good 
"works, and diſtinguiſſ us from the reſt of the world! 
They are © white raiment, fine linen, clean and whiteV? 
"How pure add beautiful! Ho comely a badge, that ve 
are more than conquerors of tin, Satan, and the world; 
and do always triumph in bim; are at peace with God; 
are kings and prieſts, unto him; and always eahed to 
rejoice in him, as the God of our ſalvation! How they 
extract our corruption, and refreſh out heart They 
are a aredding-parment, apphed in the moment of our 
myſtical marriage to Chriſt- And how tranſeendent 
their richneſs, and beauty! © How ornamental to our 
perſon and nature. Ho far preferable eo any other 
covering! His righteouſneſs imputed, is the ground ef 
our joy; the foundation of our right to the preſence 
and favour of God. His grace imparted, is the ocea- 
Non of our ſpiritua]l joy; the mark of or union to Chriſt; 
and the ſubſtance of our meet neſs for his fellow hip asd 
of our becoming a joy ànd 16joicing te him Not tonly 
pro ſeſs but puiion; O my foul,” . the Lord Jeſus, and 
make no'provifien'for'the-fleſh "ito folhl the luſts thete- 
of:“ let my garments of a holy, cheerful eonverſation, 
be always white, and let my beau, my hearty: Jack ⁰ 


ointment of his grace.  * e bees”, 
; 4 I S 58 
(a) Rev. ii. 17. (5) Rom. xiii, 14. Rev, iii. 18. and zix 9. 
: Math. XIII, 1. n 8 po fo e 1; inn c 


116. Chriſt 
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116. Chriſt is compared to GOLD tried in the fire (a). 
Ho ſolid and ſubſtantial are his perſon and fulneſs! 
How comely, pure, and unmixed! How precious, in- 
corruptible, aud laſting! What an en riching, a fatis- 
fying treaſure and ornament! How tried in his Father's 
eſtimation ; in bis own fiery — ; and in his peo- 
ple's hot tribulation; and yet alway found ſufficient and 
genuine! Effectually counſe] me, O Jeſus, to buy this 
gold tried in t/s fire, thai I may be rich; and thy white 
raiment of imputed atonement, that I may be clothed; 
and that the ſhame of my filthy, my ſinful nakedneſs, 
do __ appear. 
. Chriſt is called the yzarL of great price (3). 
How e e his divine, his human generation ! Who 
can declare it? Not round in ſhape, but, the ever- 
- laſting God, he hath an abſolute fulneſs of ſpiritual ex- 
cellency ! How folid, ſubſtantial, comely, and glorious! 
How truly he reconcileth hearts, ale, peace by the 
' Blood of his croſs, and is the one Mediator between God 
and man! How adorning, preſerving, healin ſtrengik- 
ening !— How enriching, and ennobling, 155 virtue! 
What care; what diligence it requires to find him! 
How often, diving amidſt waves and floods of guilt, 
corruption, and trouble, are we in danger of being torn 
aſunder by Satan and his agents! How precious not 
millions of worlds; not the obedience oF ang! els or men; 
but only thine own bleeding righteo 2 *. 
chaſe our title to thee. Vet, 1 iy 
Aire, or know, thine. exetlleney Te” 4 5 . 
in the goſpel, let me deliberately confent to ſell all, 
diſeſterm all, forego all, to win Chriſt, and be found 
in him, ad he in me the hope of glory. Tread not, 
my ſou}, on him: turn not in to tear the Father 
bat giveth . 
118. Chriſt is called a TREASURE 115 in the eld ( 
; How: precious and inexhauſtible are his excelleney and 


fulneſs! How he ſatisfieth, enricheth; ennobleth, and, 


before God, devils, and men, emis ſuch. as poffeſo 
him! What bleſſinge, uſe ful, laſting, invaluable, unnum- 
bered, are comprehended in him ! in him all the promiſes 


benefits of the new covenant, are ſummed up! On him 4 


MV Rev. i iii. 18. (5) Matth. xili. 45. 46. * Matth. Xili. 1115 
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in the Old- T<ftameny promiſes and types; in his incay- 
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his ſaved nations for ever live; and of bim do they 
boaſt and glory! With infinite kill. he is ſecurely depo» 
ſited in the purpoſe, the power, the love, the faith kuf 
pefs of God; In the field of inſpiration he is divinely 
laid up, hid, and concealed, that . carnal, careleſs finy 
ners, behold him not. —-O "ot a: firm, a lively faith, to 
credit the Almighty: 's word, and call the treaſure all my 
own? Be it hid for ever in the treaſury of my heart, , 
119. Chrilt is compared to a TREASURY or STORE- 
.BovsE (a). In bim, as Mediator, God-man, God 
hath bid, lodged, and ſecured, all the rich innumerable, 
and everlaſtiug bleſſings of the new covenant, that they 
might be ever near to us; and none of them be loſt; and 
that he might be Ras in the conveyance of chem. 
Without receiving him, we obtain no faving bens fit; 
and in embracing him, we obtain all incxhauſtible ſtores 
of grace and glory. — Fear God, my foul, * there is 
no want to them that fear him. 
120. Chrift is compared to a refiner's 18, and ful- 
ler's sor (5). Ry the pure prea ching of bis N he 


removeth droſſy and ſpotted errors and hereſies. By 


the influence of his Spirit, he, purgeth out ſpots, and 
droſſy corruption from our heart. By common or ſpe- 

cia influence, he renders ſpotted perſons apparently, or 
really pure in his fight, y fear ful judgments, he re- 


moveth the! ſpots, | wicked pcilons, of 5 nation 


church, into endicks miſery. , v. Who SY ie the day 
1 his coming! — 1 Þ 
421. Chriſt is ee tp 5 STANDARD, In $168, or 


BANNER. (c). Tbe elevation of him in his perſon, hi 


faithfulnefs, and love, in the ancient council of Pe; 


9.92. - 0 a” 


nation, life, death, #efuir $308. an gert; end 
goſpel revelation, and faving difcoery « ot his excelleneytg 


is God's great ſig nal of war with u, with Satan, :and 
the world; and-of his victory over them; and of, our 
peace with God, with our conſeiei ce, with holy angels, 


and good men: it is the grand means of Sfp. Sa- 
tan and his allies; aud of gathering us to, and enliſting 


us under Jeſus Nimfelf the great means of exciting, en- 
couraging. and directing us in our ſpiritual coufficte, 
L (s) Col. i. 19. | 55 NIal. iii. a» (e) II. xi. 10. and Iix. 29. 
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and enabling us, to obtain complete victory therein. 
He is repreſented as a fandard bearer among ten thouſand. 
In the above manner, and for the mentioned purpoſes, 
He lifts up himſelf, and goeth before his people in their 
ſpiritual war. — Be thou, my ſou], « ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.“ . ; | 
122. Chriſt is compared to a STAFF, a 8TAY, or sur- 
PORTING friend (a). By dependence on his righteouſ- 
Teſs, his power, his love, his interceſfion, and faithful- 
neſs, his choſen people are ſupported under their bur- 
dens, of guilt, of corruption, or trouble; and enabled to 
| walk up through this wilderneſs-world, to the high, the 
| promiſed land of endleſs felicity, For ever, O Jeſus, 
N let me lean on thee. | 7 BY + 
[ 123. Chriſt is like the cnarvoTs of Amminadib (59. 
i" How quick! how majeſtic his love approaches, to re- 
| lieve and comfort his diſtreſſed ſaints ! in what eaſy, ſaſe, 
[| quick, and royal manner, he bears and carries them, 
i through this wafte howling deſart, into eternal happineſs ! 
124. Chriſt is called woxDtrFvuL (c). What count- 
. leſs! what unſearchable myſteries and miracles of in- 
"finite, eternal, and immutable, being, wiſdom, power, 
holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth, are exhibited in 
His perſon, his office, appearance, and work !- In him 
every wonderſul union, created or divine, concurs, and 
every marvellous purpoſe, doctrine, promiſe, and pro- 
vidence, do centre! How incomprehenſible his divine 
it excellencies! his eternal generation! his aſſuming the 
it JTikenefs of ſinful fleſh ! How deep his abaſement! how 
| high his exaſration ! how finiſhed his righteouſacſs ! how 
tender his love ? how incomprehenſible his whole work! 
5 how ſtrange his bounty! how marvellous his habitat ion 
7 | zn us! and his returns to Bbleſs us !—Aſc, my ſoul, pry 
j into his name; /or it is /ecret. e Y 
| 125. Chriſt is called aut tw ALT (4). He is in all 
'F places, in all the churches, and all the hearts of his 
'F people. He makes and performs all things: he compre- 
U  hends all excellency, tranſcends all ercatures, contains, 
F and beſtows all good. He is the Creator, the preferver, 5 
| | the governor, diſpoſer, heir, aud end of all creatures, 3 
| (=) Song viii. 5. (/ Song vi. 12. (c) If. ix. 6. (4) Cel 1 
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Chap. II. ScrreTuRE-METaPRoORs. ta 


the antitype, the ſubſtance, the ſcope, and end of all 
divinely inſtituted ceremonies; the deviſer, the founda - 
tion, che means, and end of all divine purpoſes ; the 
maker, the furniſher, the publiſher, the confirmer, the 
fulfiller, the ſubſtance, centre, and ſcope, of all gra- 
cioxs promiſes ; the author, the revealer, the exemplifier 
the ſubject, and end of all inſpired dactrinet; the giver, 
the fuliiller, the end of al ſacred laws ; the contracter, 
the magnifier, and executer of all divine covenants ; and 
the purchaſer, price, diſpenſer, matter, and end of all 
aving privileges. He is the inſtitutor, maintainer, 
ſubſtance, and ſcope of all goſpel ordinances ; the author 
the object, the example, the preſerver, reſtorer, increa- 
ſer, and finiſher of all Chriflian graces ; and the cauſe, 
the pattern, the motive, the aſſiſtant, the director, and 
mean of acceptance, in all holy exerciſes —All-compre- 
hending Lord, art thou my GoD, and My ALL ? "I 
126. Chriſt's name is like 01NTMENT poured forth (a). 
Apprehended by faith, his perſon, character, office, re- 
lations, righteouſneſs, and grace, have a molt free, a 
molt extenſive, precious, and ſweet-ſmelling influence 
to quicken, cleanſe, mollify, heal, ftrengthen, exhila- 
rate, and adorn our ſouls, and fit them for wreſtling with 
Satan and our luſts; and for running in the way of 
God's commandments.— Be thou, my ſoul, a good fe- 
vour of Ch, 7 to all around. . „ 
127. Chriſt's love is LIE, and BETTER THAN LIFE (4). 
It is the ſource, the begetter, the reſtorer, the maintain- 
er, and perfecter of our ſpiritual life; the beſtower, 
conſerver, and ſubſtance of our eternal life. How inex- 
preſſible its comforts ! How it ſweetens my natural exiſt- 
ence! heals my maladies ! redreſſeth my grievances ! en- 
richeth my ſoul with God as her portion ! and enrap- 
tureth my heart! How much more precious, pleaſaut, 
laſting, ſure, and uſcful than this natural life When 
heart and fleſh faint and fail, it ſhall be my eternal excel - 
lency, and joy of many generations. | | 
128. Chriſt's love is compared to-wine (c). By his 
being trodden in the wine-fat of his Father's wrath it 
was manifeſted, and prepared. How precious, pleaſant, 
and diſtinguiſhing is it! and whatareviving, comforting, 
{*) Song i. 3. (6) Pfal. xxx 3. and Ixlii. 3 (e) Song i. 2. 4. 


healing, 
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Healing, 2 petizing, invigoratiig, and emboldeniag in- 
fluence it hath on our heart: And for N da- 
ration,” harmleſſneſs, frecneſs, purity, plenty; 4 for 
its power to quicken the dead in treſpaſſes and ſins} pre- 
ſeree from death eternal, and create joy ce 
and full of glory, how far it exceeds the beſt wine 
Drink of it abundantly, O my ſou!, that thou mayeſt 
orget thy ſorrows, and remember thy miſery no more. 

129. Chriſt's love is compared to a Banner di/played 
in a banquetting-houſe (a). While he openeth his word 
to his peaple; while he admits them into oovenant- union, 
and entertains them with ſpecial intimacy with himſelf; 
how his love engageth and draws their heart to his for- 
vice ; and excites, encourageth, ſtrengthens, diſtinguiſh» 
eth, directs, and protects them in their ſpiritual con- 
flicts with Satan, the world, and their luſts — Thus let 
me ſight with principalities and powers, and with i 
ritual avickedneſs it high Plarrr. 2 5 
130. Chriſt's righteouſneſs is called L Oo (5). By 
the ſhedding of his blood he finiſhed it. Cloſely it ad- 
heres where ever it is applied. How marvellous its 
eſſicay to quench the fiery indignation of God, the fiery 
darts of Satan's temptation, and the flaming enmity of 
our corrupt heart! The ſprixiling of it, imports a real, 
a cloſe, a liberal, full, kindly, and ſxilful application of 
it to our conſcience, by the Spirit of God. —* To him 
who loved us, and waſhed' us from our fins in his blood, 
be glory and honour for ever and ever. Amen.” 

131. Chriſt's righteouſneſs is called cLEAN WATER (c). 
It is the pure righteouſneſs of God. How ſweetly 
it refreſheth our heart, puriſieth our conſcience from 
dead works, purgeth off all our guilt; and, befbre God 


as a ju renders us clean every, whit, ire than the 
ſusau ! 11 fie lelled water, how plentiful! how cemmon and 
1251 | how uſeful, quickening, and refreſhing! How it 


fpreads its virtue; and penetrates inte my heart !—And 
how unhampered my acceſs to drink of, or barhe my. 
ſelf in it! 

132. Chriſt's righteouſnefs i is pee to a PR EAST 
Being imputed by God and applied by 


(?) 3 Pet. i. 2. 


PLATE (4). 
| 2 Ezck. *. 25. 


2 5 faich, 


ſz: ) Song Its 4« 
(4) Erh. vi. 14. 
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faith, it protects our foul, repels Satan's accuſations, re- 
ſiſts his fiery temptations, and ſecures us from the con- 
demnation, the vengeance of Heaven | 
- Chrift's righteouſneſs is compared ts a GARMENT of 
LINEN KOBE. See No. 115. 5 e. 


c n 41 EZ 
| ' Metaphors reſpecting the Holy Ghoſt. 


1. HE Holy Ghoft is compared to an Au BASSA- 
1 pok (a). Agreeable to the diſpenſation of 
the new covenant, he is ſent by; he comes in the name 
of jeſus Chriſt, the King of nations, and of his adored 
Father. Aud with infinite wiſdom, power, and ſolem - 
nity, he, in the word cf the goſpel, propoſeth to our 
ſoul, a treaty of peace with' God, of marriage with 
2K Chriſt, and of traffic with heaven. Powerfully he per- 
ſuadeth us, heartily to accept ef it; and, by ſcaling us 
| up to the day of redemption, he irreverſibly ratifieth the 
agreement. And alas! how vexed, how grieved with 
our rejection of his propoſals ; our reſiſtance of his mo- 
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q tions, and his ſtriving with our conſcience !—Grzeve not, 

| | miy foul, the holy Spirit, by whojr I am ſealed to the day 

f = of redemption. 1 = 

: i 2. The Hely Ghoſt is called an apvocarte (5). By 
„ his word, and by the miracles and common operations 


which attend it, he pleads the cauſe of our adored Re- 
deemer againſt an evil world. By his ſaving diſcoveries 
and influences, he pleads it in our heart, againſt our 
corrupt luſts and affections ; and againſt the falſe and 
8 D allegations of Satan. According to the wi 

of God, he maketh interceſſion for the ſaints; exciting 
them to prayer; enditing their requeſts ; directing 5 
enabling them to preſent them at a throne of grace; 
and wait for the gracious anſwer of them. — Bleſſed 
pleader, make interceſſion for and in me, with groan - 


Bo + foe fon No 


15 ing, which cannot be uttered, | * 3 
- . 3. The Holy Ghoſt is cempared to a TEFAC HEA (c). 
y i Poſſeſſed of a comprehenſive, an infinite knowledge of 


_— %% 


; Fright 7 65 John xvi. 8. 9. 10. Rom. viii. 26. 27+ 
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all things; and, notwithſtanding the, moſt fearful con- 
tempt and oppoſition, he, with amazing kill, care, 
kindneſs, and patience, ſeaſonably and effectually in- 
ſpired, and ſtill opens up the myſterious doctrines, laws, 
promiſes, and threateniags of the oracles of God, and 
fixeth them in our memory and heart. He ſheweth us 
the finfulneſs and miſery of our fallen ſtate : ſheweth 
what and whoſe we are. He enlightens our mind in the 
knowledge of the perſon, the offices, the relatians, righ- 
teouſneſs, power, and love of Jeſus Chrift : and inſtructs 
us how to receive and improve him, as made of God to, 
us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. : 
He teacheth us the way to manage our heart, our time, 
| our gifts, our grace; and how, therewith, beſt to pro- 
mote the glory of God, and our own, and our neigh- 
bour's real and laſting felicity. His preſence, how in- 
eſtimable a bleſſing ! his abſence, how fearful a plague ! 
When finners remain hardened in fin, how. often he 

_ ceaſeth ſtriviag with their conſcience, and giveth them 
to the luſts and imaginations of their evil heart. — 

O unparallelled Inſtructor, “open thou mine eyes, that 

J may ſee wondrous things out of thy law.” Inſtruct 
and teach me in the way wherein I ſhould go. | 
4. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to a wirx ESS (a). 
With unbiafſed fidelity, and with unſullied clearneſs and 
evidence, be 7e/ifieth againſt us; undeniably proves to 
our conſcience, the truth, and the heinous nature of our 
crimes : he zeſtifierh of Chriſt; convincingly proves to 
our ſoul, that he is infinitely glorious, powerful, fuit- 
able, and ready to fave us, who are loft : he teſtifieth of 
the promiſes of the new covenant, that they are adapted 


— * 


V0 We Rane,” + ore _ 


| to our caſe, and divinely directed to our conſcience ; he 
' teſtifieth the truth of our gracious eſtate, witnefing with 


our ſpirits that we are the children of God; exciting and 
ſhining on the grace within us, and on the marks of it 
exhibited in ſcripture; and perſuading us of the true 
ſimilitude betwixt them: he teſtifieth the ſincerity of our 


good works, witneſſing with our conſcience, that the 
proceed from Jeſus” preſence in our heart, and are agree= Þ 4 
able to God's law, and acceptable in his Gght. | EB 

F. The Holy Ghoſt is compared te a LE ADE and 


() John xv. 26. Rom. viii: 16. 
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'GviDe (a). Poſſeſſed of a perfect knowledge of the 
wilderneſs and ſea of a preſent evil world, and of the 
courſe proper for every believer while in it, he comes to 
them in their time of need, continually ahides with them, 
dwells in their heart, and by his word and influence, 
leads them to the promiſe, the perſon, the blood and 


righteouſneſs, power and fulneſs of the Redeemer ; he en- 


courageth their ſpirit ; directs them to their duty; and 
points out the dangerous errors, habits, and practices 
which they ought to avoid: he protects them from the 
aſſaults of ſin, Satan, and the world; and at laſt brings 
them ſafe to the defired habitation of endleſs felicit y. 
Fo thee, O good Spirit, I reſign my blind, my bewildered 
ſoul ; lead thou me to the land of uprightneſs : Let me 
no more complain of rough ways; it is the Lord who 
leads me about, to humble me, and to prove me, and to 
do me good in my latter end. 19 
6. The Holy Ghoſt is called the comronTEr (3). 
How kindly be ſympathizeth with the ſaints in their 
manifold afflictions ! he comes to, abides with, and is 


highly defired and efteemed by them. Tenderly he 
examines our caſe, reproves what is faulty, and enableth 


us to waſh off its guilt in a Saziour's blood, and in his 


ſtrength, mortify the deeds of the body, that we may 
live. In his word he ſeaſonably preſents the moſt ſweet, 
ſubſtantial, and ſure grounds of ſpiritual comfort: 
that Jeſus the Son, the ſent of God, hath borne our 
griefs, carried our *forrows, ſatisfied for our fins, and 
_ brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs to cover our 

ty ſouls: that, well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs 7 
God, who loveth us with an everlaſting love, doth in the 


uil- 


e, 


promiſe give himſelf to be our God: that in the new- 


covenant promiſes, the whole fulncſs of God is brought 


near and ſecured to our ſoul: that our manifold troubles 
flow from redeeming kindneſs, are light and ſhort ; but 


uſeful to promote our ſanQtification, and work for us an 
| exceeding and eternal weight of glory: that we ſhall be 
for ever with the Lord, filled with his fulneſs, and made 
like him, by ſeeing bim as he is. Theſe he determines 
and enables our heart to apply, and ſo quickens, ſup- 


(2) John xiv. 16. 2 (bz. John-xiv. 26. - 8 
7 K 2 | ports, 
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ports, refreſheth, ſauctißeth, agd fills it with j foy ape. 


able and full of glory. 5 


7. The Haly 4 js repreſeated as a GUEST, an ix- 
HABITANT (2). His perſon being infinite, and all the 
faints the one myſtical body of Chriſt, he, in his perſon 
and influence, reſides in each of "HK hearts. This 
dwelling he chooſcth, prepareth, and furniſheth for 
himſelf, and is, with inexpreſſible delight, ever pre ſent 


and operative therein. Bleſſ-d- Spirit of all grace, let 


all my powers be filled with thy glory. If I have not 
thee, I am none of Chriſt's. : 
8. He is compared to a DOVE Or TURTLE (). 


ſubſiſtence he is diſtinct from the Father and Son; is a 


complete, a divine perfon in himſelf. How infinitely 
glorious,” pure, and holy! How meck, condeſcending, 


and peaccable ! How firmly he. cleaveth to fuch as are 


once joined to him ! How {wiitly he flies to relieve and 


comfort them !, How affectionately he delights in them! 
how convincingly he informs their conſgieace, that the 

_ winter-ftorm of God's wrath i is paſt, and the floods of his 
vengeance are dried up! And, by reſting on Chriſt and 


his members, how myſteriouſly he conveys his. quicken- 


ing, ſanstify ing, meckening, and refreſhful influence ! 
. 1:9. He is called the power or F GERN of God (e). 


Qperating 4 an his perſon, with what aſtoniſhing might 


and ſkill, doth the divine nature make, furniſh, — 
adorn the works af creation, providence, and redemp- 


tion !—Come, my foul, bchold the doing of the Lord : 
let it be wondrous in thine eyes. 


10. He is compared to FIRE, and called the irn of 
$urning (d). How powerfully his influence penetratetn 


into the inmoſt receſſes of our ſonl! How it enlightens 
-our mind ; melts, ſoftens, and ſubdue s our will; purgeth 


our conſcience 5; warms and quickens our affections; 


-comforts our heart ; conſumes gur droſs, renderiug 18 
boly as be is bely, ard enabling us to aſcend in heavenly 
dchires, afetions,.ard meditations ]! But alas! how hin · 
dered, obſcured, and quenched, by carnality of mind; 
by tenſuality 3 floth, or preſumptuous finning ! He is 


repreſented by cloyen tongues of fire litting on the apo- 


(o) Rom. vii. (5 Mrth. iii. 16 Song 13. 12. n (e) Luke 
3. 34+ and xi. 20. (4) IC iv. 4. ARS zi. 3. Rev. iv. 3. 
ſtles, 
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files, to denote his qualifying them, zealouſly, tucceſs- 
fully, and in divers languages, to preach the everlaſting 
goſpel. He is called fever lamps of fire, to denote his 
perfect fulneſs of enlightening and heart - warming influ» 
ence. | | FE | 
11. He is compared to winD (a). In what a ſove- 
reign, ſurprifing, incomprehenſible, inviſible, piercings 
powerful, and conquering manner, do his convincing his 
illuminating, his renewing, comforting, ſtrengthening, 
his heart-melting, drawing, enlarging, ſanctifying,.— 
his luſt-cooling, fn-mortifying, —his interceding, wit - 
* nefling, and ſealing influences, affect our ſoul! His 
influences are repreſented by a ruſbing mighty wind ; to 
ſignify, that nothing can withſtand their power. They 
are called four winds; to denote their abundant: va- 
riety ; their fitneſs and readineſs to anſwer every man's 
eaſe. His convincing, influences are called the north 
ini, becauſe they are often boiſterous, alway nipping 
to our conſcience, cauſing us to tremble on account of 
our ſinful nakedneſs and guilt. His enlightening and 
comforting influence, is called the ſouth wind, becauſe 
it delights, warms, refreſheth, and fructifies our heart. 
12. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to Rain and DEW (b). 
What a free, a ſovereign, a ſeaſonable gift of God to 
). men! How gently ; how gradually; how extenſively, 
It and irrefiſtibly, do his inffuences deſcend on our ſoul ! 
a I and on ſome, while others are paſſed by! How abſo- 
P* IF lutely neceſſary in the feed-time of converſion; and in 
ö the ſeaſon of ſpiritual drought, whether occaſiened by 
33 deſertion, or produced by carnal care, and prevalent luſt $ 
Hou often they deſcend in conſequence of fervent pray- 
er! Andwhatabeneficial, ſoftening, and refreſhing. frucs 
= titying, and adorning mercy they are to the church! 
13. He is compared to wATER (c). How abſolutely 
neceflary are his influences to our ſpiritual life! In the 
XX goſpel, how generally offered and free! How effect ual 
to quench the fire of luſt, of pride, of paſſion, hatred, 
"38 mahice; to extinguiſh the fery darts, the temptations 
ef Satan; to waſp away our ſinful defilement ; heal our 
ſpiritual wounds and bruiſes ;. ſoften our ſtony hearts, 
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"FLOODS (a). How pure, perpetual, * patent ! How 
; abundant, powerful, unſearchable, ſpreading, and all- 


receipt of his free Favours, and returns of holy duties; and 


-nels ! by them, how ſwcetly are we ſeparated and di- 
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and render them ſuſce eptible of impreſſions by the word, 
and providence of God! How fweetly they refreſh our 


languiſning foul; quench our ſinful thirſt after carnal 


things; z nouriſh our new man; render us ſtrong in gra- 


. cious habits, and fruitful in every good word and work! 


God's pouring out this water, denotes his liberal and 
abundant communication thereof. His ſprinkling it on 


us, imports his real, his cloſe, his plentiful, kindly, ſkil- 
ful, and gradual application thereof. 


14. He is compared to wATERS;3 RIVERS; and 


3 his influences! How plealing, refrething, 
and c ſeanſing How fructifying, enriching, adorning, 
and protectiag How, on ſome occaſions, they overflow 
the banks of ordinances, which are their ordinary chan- 
nels! By theſe, how ſweetly we trade with God, in 


with men, in the exerciſe of charity and brotherly ad. 1 


#fingwſhed from carnal men; are protected from our 
Hpiritua} enemies; and at laſt carried out into the ocean 
of endleſs felicity ! He is called © living waters; wa- 
ter of life; a well of water, fpringing up to everlaſting 
life.” His influences are ever freſh and running; and 
do beget, reitore, maintain, and perfect the life of our 
foul. His © proceeding from under the temple ; from 
Jeruſalem 3 from under the throne of God, and the 
Lamb; is running beſide the altar in the midſt of the 
eity Bare the eak, to water the valley of Shittim; 
and running into the dead ſea, cauting. every thing to 
live, and be ffuitful; healing every thing exeept the 

mariſhes, and continuing both ſummer and winter;“ 
imports, that his ſavin g fluences are the fruit of Jeſus? 
death, and of, God's, be ing paciſied and pleaſed in him; 
that they are caſily and equally acceſſible to all that are 
wm the church; that they water the lowly, fructify the 
barren, quicken th: dead, and make all that are ordained 
to eternal life to revive, and live by faith on the Son of 
God; that they are to be obtained, and do attend the 
int, in eve: y caſe, pleaſed, or diſtreſſing.— Bleſſed 
a) I A1 6. and xiv. 4. Zech. xiv. 9. Rev. xxi!. 17. Jchn 

by, 14: £35k xlvli. 1.— 13. Rey- ii. 1 2. Jeel hi. 18. 

River 


— 


27. Pſal. Alv. 7. Kev. iii. Ls 
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River, O quicken, and with the ſtreams of thine influ- 
ences make glad the city cf our God. May thy floods 
prevail, till our higheſt mountains of corruption, error, 
aud diviſion, be covered. : 

15. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to wine (a). Is 
not his ſaving influence the fruit of the preſſure of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the fat of his Father's fury? And howrefreſhful, 
exhilarating, nouriſhing, ſtrengthening, and embolden- 
ing to our foul! How, bleſſed Spirit, it refreſheth 
my languiſhing heart, and reſtores me again! How it 
fills me with joy and gladneſs; ſtrengthens me in the 
Lord my God; enables me to run in the way of his com- 
mandments, when thou haſt enlarged my heart; makes 
me to rejoice in God my Saviour, rejoice in tribulation, 
and fill my mouth with his praiſe all the day! How it 
emboldens me to come near unto God, even to his ſeat, 


ard plead my very ſinfulneſs and erimes, as an argument 


for mercy! Refreſhful withthis wine, I feek out my ſpiri- 
tual enemies; and in the name of the Lord deſtroy them. 


*Thoughten thouſands riſe up againſt me, in this Jam con- 


fident: dauntleſs, I refift the devil, till he flee from me; 
crucify the flcſh, with its affections and luſts; gloryin the 
croſs of Chriſt, by which the world is erucified unto 
me, and I unto the world. : 8 
16. The Holy Ghott is compared to MIIERH (4). How 
pure and unmixed his influence ! How {ſweet and plea- 
fant ! How nouriſhiag under weakneſs! How natural 
proviſion to the heaven born foul ! How medieinal aud 
healing! How reſtorative under ſpiritual conſumptions! 
17. He is compared to oi and OINTMENT (c). How 
efficaciouſſy his influences enlighten our mind in the 
knowledge of Chriſt and ſpiritual things; ſoften our 
heart; ſearch, cleanſe, and cure our ſpiritual wounds ! 
revive, exhilarate, warm, refreſh, nouriſh, ſtrengthen, 


and adorn our foul,! How they ſweeten, give an agree- 


able reliſh to the word, and providence of God! expel 
the poifon, the yenom of ſiuful corruption! prevent con- 
vulllve fits of unbelief, deſpondent fainting, and car- 
nal fear! open obſtructions of legal terror and perplex- 
ing doubts! how they enable us to breathe after God in 
holy deſire and fervent prayer! anoint and coufecrate 


(a) If. Iv. 1. Joel iii. 18. (6) Song v. 1. (e) 1 John ii. 20. 


us 
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us to, and qualify us for ſerving God, and warring with 


our ſpiritual enemies! Never, Bleſſed Spirit, can thy 


influence utterly dry up, nor in the leaſt incorporate 
with our luſt: and for this, how hated ; how difreliſn- 


ed by carnal men! He is called the 240 27 7oy or gladneſs 3 
for what pleaſure and joy, cipecially in the heavenly 


ſtate, doth his influence, produce * Under its power, 
& I rejoice in tribulation, count it all joy when I fall 


into divers temptations. 


18. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to a SEAL (a). By 


the application of his word and gracious influences, he, 
with infinite power and authority, changeth our heart, 
making us holy as he 1s holy. He ftamps the authority 
of Heaven upon the hiſtories, the doctrines, the laws, 
the promiſes, threatenings, and predictions of ſcripture; 


and unfolds, or conceals them from men as he pleaſcth. 
He confirms the new covenant with his choſen, confirms 


them in their gracious ſtate, ſeals them up to the day of 


redemption, and hides, ſecures, and diſtinguiſheth them 


from the reſt of the world. Nay, it was he that fur- 


niſhed and marked out our adored Jeſus to his mediatory 


office. At your higheſt peril, do you, ſons of men, 


counterfeit and break this ſeal, by adding to, or taking 


from tbe terms or ſenſe of his word; or by indulging 
-yourlelves in hypocriſy and lult.— If I name the name 


of Chriſt, let me depart from iniquity. 


19. He is compared to au EARNEST (3). His influ- 


ences conferred on us in this life are of the ſame nature 
with thoſe in heaven: they confirm God's covenant to 


us, and our engagement to him: they ſecure our eteruał 


happineſs; and are ſufficieat to preſerve our ſpiritual life, 


till we arrive at that more abundant perfection.— Bleſſed 
Spirit, be thou in me, my God, my guide, my ſeal, my 
earneſt, and 1 ALL IN ALks | 


Metaphors 2 good ani 


I, Agel are called Exoniu or Gops (E). for their 
ſpiritual nature, their e dignity, 
ower, and wiſdom. 


(4) Eph. i. 13 · and i Iv. 30. 6, Eph. 3 i. 14. Fey Pal. xc vii. 7 
2. They 
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2. They are called sons or God (a). They were im- 
mediately created by him, and dearly are they beloved 
in his, ſight: daily they attend his glorious preſence; 
and are admitted into the moſt familiar intimacy. How 
like him in their ſpiritual ſubRance, wiſdom, anditrength,! 
How actively they imitate him in his ſpotleſs holineſs, 
and care of his church? And with what readineſs, de- 
light, and pleaſure, do they keep his commandments, 
and hcarken to the voice of his word! : : 
3. They are called PRINCES, PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, 
T HRONES, DPOMINIONS (b). With diſtinguiſhed power, 
and as the deputies of God, they inſpect, manage, and 
direct events unnumbergd, and execute his purpoſes of 
mercy and judgment on earth. | 
4. Thcy are called God's nosr (c). Commanded by 
Jenovan, by Jeſus the captain of our ſalvation, they, in 
comely order, guard and protect his ſaints ; repreſs, or 
cut of his and their enemies; and with loud Hallelu- 
jah's celebrate his victorious triumphs. —Repoice, ye 
ranſomed, more and ſtronger are with you, than with 
the world. b 7 75 19 | E-- 
5. Perhaps they are called warcuzrs (4). They 
fl-ep not, day nor night; but are continually exereiſed 
in attending and praiſing God; in waiting their reſpec» 
tive orders from him; in careful obſervation of perſons 
and things in this world; in providing for, in healing, 
comforting, teaching, eacquraging, guarding,fdcliverings 
and rejoicing over the ſaints ; in tranſperting their ſoul 
to heaven at death, in gathering and ſeparating them 


from the wicked at the laſt day; and in infatuating, res 


Rraining, and ruining their enemies: — and are fomey 


zimes divineſy employed to give warning of approaching 


Judgments or mercies ? — But watchers iu that text may. 
mean the divine perſons. | " 20 | 
6. Angels are repreſenfed as the MESSENGERS of God, 


12 


and MinIsFeRs to his faints {e). At God's commillion 


they come forth to aſſiſt the ſaints, in whatever buſineſs 
they have need of them. How often they aſſiſt to pro- 
Jide for their bodies, to heal their maladies, to direct 
#09 preſerve them on journies ; to deliver them from 


i (91 Job xxxviii. 3. K Col. i. 16. Dan. X. 21. (c) Gen. xxxIi. 2. 
(%% Dan. iv. 12. (e) Heb. is 54+ : | 
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outward calamities ; to reſtrain what tends to hurt them; 
or to cut off their enemies! How often they make 
known to the ſaints the will of God; ſuggeſt good 


thoughts; comfort them; help and aſſiſt them againſt 
temptations! See Ne 5. | 


7. They are called MEN (a). Often they appeared 
in the likeneſs of ſtrong and beautiful men, importing 
their beauty of holineſs, and their readineſs to run in the 
way of God's commandments, or to fight his battles. 
8. They are called cyervunins (5), becauſe of their 
ſtrength and comelineſs. And if the cherubims of i- 


mage- work had four faces, that of a wan repreſented 


angels knowledge, affection, majeſty, prudence, and 
beauty: that of a L1ox, their might, boldeneſs, and cou- 
rage: that of an ox, their delight, patience, activity, 
and faithfulneſs in God's ſervice : that of an EAGLE, 
their immediate viſion of God; their deep penetration 
into his myſteries ; their perpetual vigour ; and quick 
execution of their work. | 


9. Perhaps they are called sERAPTHZMus, or fery, | 
ones (c), becauſe of their ſpiritual nature, purity, ſtrength, 


and majeftic awe. Their u77g5 import their vigour, 
readineſs, and quick execution of God's cammandments: 
*© the covering of their faces with their wings,” ſignifies 


their inability to behold the full 'brightuefs of the divine 


glory their covering of their feet with their wings”? 
| before 


denotes their blufhing at their beſt ſervices 
God. . J | 3ETL NY 1 = zi | 
10. Angels are compared to cHartoTs and Horses (d), 
becauſe of their ſpiritual comelineſs, ſtrength, courage, and 
uſefulneſs, in the difplay of God's peculiar preſence; maje- 
ſty, glory, and might; and in ſaving his people, tranſport- 
ing them to paradiſe, and in conquering and treadin g down 
their oppoſers. They are ſometimes repreſented as re# 
and fery, to ſignify how terrible and deſtructive is their 
execution of God's wrath; and what dread their pro- 
tection of the ſaints ſpread among their enemies; ſome- 
times as hte, to denote their execution of God's pur“ 
Poſes of merey and love: ſometimes as back, to ſignify 
the unſcarchable, awful, and confounding nature of their 

(a) Gen. xvii. and xik. (3) Pal. xvili. 10. 8 (c) If. vi. 
2. 3 4 (4) 2 Kings ii. 1. and vi- 7. „ 


13 


work ; 


„ 

P 
| O 
0 
n 
1. 


H 


Chap. IV. SCRIPTURE-METAPHORS. 119. 


work : ſometimes as bay and grizzled, to ſignify their 
mixed execution of mercy and wrath. 5 
11. Angels are called meRNIRGSTARöS (a). Being crea - 
ted in the beginning of God's work, how beautiful and 
glorious are they in their nature! how conſtant in their 
holy exerciſe ! how uſeful to conduct and comfort the 
ſaints in the dark morning of their militant ſtate * And 
is not their attendance, a ſure pledge of an approaching, 
= ancar day of endleſs brightneſs and joy? FABLE 
12, They are compared te FLAMES. OF FIRE (3). 


How eminent their love to God! how. burning their 
. FX 2-al for his glory! How awful, irreſiſtible, and often 
| MF ſudden, is their deſtruction of the wicked! How com- 
| F# plcte their defence of the ſaints! | : 
- i 13. They are compared to the wind (c). Being in- 
„ EF viſible to our bodily eye, they come forth, move, and 
„ BM 2& at the pleaſure of God. How tranſcendent]y quick 
2 and powerful their operation, in blaſting the perſons, 
and property of the wicked; and in refreſhing the 
laists, and helping them forward to their haven of bliſs! 
£) 5 | 

I 8 SH - 

"3 N ; | 

: B Metaphors reſpeFing fallen angels. 

s | | 

ie I. HEY are called pevits, or falſe accufers (d). 
51 They moſt wickedly ſlander God to men, miſ- 
Ee repreſenting his wiſdom, his power, holineſs, juſtice, 
FX goodneſs, mercy, and truth ;— his doctr ines, his laws, 
J, MF purpoſes, promiſes, threatenings, and providence. In 
1d order to obtain his permiſſion to hurt and deſtroy, they 
e- often maliciouſly accuſe men to God! How often to 
t- mens own conſciences, they falſely accuſe them, 


n laints as hypocritical diſſemblers; and convinced perſons - 
1 ds chargeable with the unpardonable ſin! How actively, 
ir though ſecretly, they ſuggeſt the reproachful thoughts 
o- and ſpeeches ſo common on earth! Till I chooſe to-be_ 
e- 2 devilincarnate, let me ſpeak evil of no man. 

171 2. They are called PRIX cITALITIES, POWERS, and 
fo WR > VLERs of the darkneſs of 2his world ſe). How great 
eir . () Job. xxxviii.q. (5), Pfal. civ. 4. + (9 Plal. civ., 
vi. Keb. : (4) Matt, iv. She (e) pu 00 1975 
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and extenſive is their power and dominion over Jews, 
Heathens, Mahometans, and nominal Chriſtians, hefe 
large, but blind and ignorant tribes of mankind ! Igno- 
rance and deluſion are the ſupport of their power and 
influence; men being all naturally ignorant of God, 
are ſubje& to them, till effectually called from darkneſs 


* 


to God's marvellous light: and where, on earth, the 
light of inſpired truth is unknown, or obſcured, they 
openly govern. — Ah, how theſe other lords have had do- 
minion over me! But now, Lord, will I ozly make men- 
tron of thy name. | | Po 

3. They are compared to wax RODS (a). Armed 
with the permiſſion of God and their own malice, they 
with the utmoſt fury and fraud, oppofe the work of God, 
in his church and in the fouls of men; they catt terri- 
ble, deſtructive, and fiery darts of temptation into mens 
hearts, and fiery contentions and perſecutions into the 
viſible church: How often, with open violence, they 
attack the people of God: Or, under ſome innocent or 
holy appearance, they lay ſnares for their Efe : Proud, 
daring, unwearied and cruel, they alway thirſt for our ruin: 
conſtantly they watch in their own defence, and ſcize 
every advantage agaiuſt our ſoul. How often they take 
captive, and cruelly uſe the moſt precious ſaints ! How 
haughtily they triumph in every defeat given to the 
church, and her true members But, freſh ſprinkled 
with Jeſus? blood, ftrong in his might, reſiſt, my ſoul, 
the devil, and he ſhall flee from thee. | 

4. They are called BELTIAL, without yl, profit, or 
aſcent (b). Furiouſly they rebel againſt God, as if they 
were unbourd by his law: no promiſe to their deluded 
votaries they ſincerely regard: nothing in them, or 
done by them, is of any true value or uſe : never ſhall 
they regain their former eſtate, or aſcend to their ancient 
felicity. | 26 

5. They are compared to yPrISoONERS and cAr- 
Tives (c). In the ſtrong, the tormenting, the ſhame- 
ful chains of darkneſs ; the chains of their own corrup- 
tions, and of the condemning curſe, and reftrainiig pro- 
vidence of God, they are confined, and bound over to 

(a) Rev. xii. 7. (#) 2 Cor. vi. 15. (e) Rev. 1. 4. Jude | >| | 
6. Pal. lzviti. 18. | | 'Y 
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endleſs wrath. From their wretched ſtate they can ne- 
ver eſcape; nor can they do ought, without a divine 
permiſſion. In his death, in his exaltation to glory, Je- 


ſus took them captives, and condemned them to the ſla - 


ai drudgery of ſeourging his foes, or chaſtizing hw 
= children, as he pleaſeth. Let never their Jread damp 
my ſoul; they are faſt bound in my God, my Saviour's 


. 


6. They, and their agents, are compared ts FowLs . 


1 of the air (a). How devoid is their condition of all 


true fixedneſs and reſt! How ſuddenly they affault us 


ZZ when we are hearing God's ſacred word, and carry it o 
from our memory, our heart, our aftetion! Lord, hide it 


deep in my ſou}, that it may ever abide with me, and 


Y bring forth much fruit. | 


7. Ihey are called GoArs, or HAIRY ONES (3). Be- 


2 ore God, their moral appearance, and often before 


men, their viſible, —how unfightly, abominable, and 


ſmocking! how they delight in, feed upon, and are 


WT filled with the poiſon of iniquity! How deteſtable is 


their behaviour, to every one holy ad pure! With 


4 what pleaſure they perform miſchief ; what injury they 


* do to Chriſt's ſheep in this world ! And how often, un- 
der the form of goats, ſatyrs, and other hairy animals, 


bare their Heatheniſh votaries adored them as gods of 
FX this world. 5 | 


8. Evil angels, eſpecially their chief, is called Sar Ax, 


be malicious, ohſtinate, impudent adverſary (c). How 
burning, ſhameleſs, and implacahle, is their malice 


towards God, or towards men! How craftily ; how 
XX furiouſly, they ſeek and and feize opportunities of eif- 


» "= 


3 honouring the former, and ruining the latter! When 
h he ſpeaketh fair, zuy ſoul, believe him not, for there are 


even abominations in his heart. 


9. Satan is called the GoD of Hit world (4). To 
the moſt part of men on earth he gives law and governs, 
directs, and influenceth them; and by their ignorance, 


3 Profaneneſs, diſſimulations, idolatry, and ſuperſtition, 
is he cheerfully and zealouſly worſhipped and ſerved, 
Other evil ſpirits, wicked magiſtrates, and miniſters, 


ce) job i. and ii, (a) 2 Cor. 3». 4. 
B+ * 


2 
are 


(4) Matth. xi. 4. (b) Lev. xvii» J. 2 Chron. zi. 55. Hebs 


122 A BRIEF VIEW OF Bock II. 


are bis angels, meſſengers, attendants, and deputies, 
whom he ſends forth to act in his name. Tranſgreſ- 
ſing againſt God, and i injuring of the ſouls of men, are 

his acceptable worſhip. Sinful oaths, witchcraft, ſor- 

cery, charming, necromancy, are his ſolemn appoint- 
ments. Superſtitious ſeaſons are his ſabbaths, his feſti- 
vals. Wanton balls, ſtage-plays, drunken clubs, con- 

ventions for idolatry, or will-worſhip, are the ſolemn 
aſſemblies of his adorers. Come not, my ſoul, into 

their ſecret : mine honour be thou not united.“ 

10. Satan is transformed into an ANGEL OFLIGHT (a). 
Once he was ſo ; ; and how often, while he ſeeks to pro- 
mote the vileſt crimes, doth he put on the moſt ſhining 

pretences to eminent knowledge, wiſdom, evangelical 
liberty, holineſs, or zeal !—Be not, my. foul, ignorant. 
of, or inadvertant to his devices. 

11. He is called the PRINCE of the potwer of the air (b). 
Such evil ſpirits as partly reſide in, and fly about in the 
air; ſuch unſtable men as labour and feed on airy and 
unſubſtantial fancies, —are under his rule and direction. 
And, at God's permiſſion, he can raiſe aerial ſtorms 
and tempeſts, —Is my God in the heavens ! what pleaſ- 
ed him he hath done: Die not then, my foul, for 
want of heavenly and fubſtantial wiſdom: aſk it of God. 

12. He is called the faTHEX of hing and liars (c). 
By him was deceit and fal ſehood conceived and brought 
into the world. By him it is affectionately cheriſhed, 
protected, encouraged, and rewarded with momentary, 
but carnal profit and pleaſure. He firſt rendered men 
wicked and deceitful; and by them he is naturally, 
cheerfully, and readily. honoured and obeyed. — Behold Y 
your parent, you children of falſchood and guile; be a- 
ſhamed ;. return; do ſa no more. 

e 19. e is compared to a captzin (4). - How active, 
daring, and crafty; in his warlike attempts againſt God 
and bis people! What numbers of evil angels, of wicked 
men, of miſtaken ſaints, he gathers, hires, encoura- 
geth, directs, and commands to concur with him, in 
n ks God and his ways But“ if Gor be 


4 
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for me, who can be againft me? Though mine ene- 
mies flouriſh, it is that they may be deſtroyed. 
© 14. Satan in called a 5TRONG MAN ARMED, that keef= 
"FT oth the houſe in peace (a). Armed with his own mahice, 
With the divine permiſſion, with the curſe of the broken 
_ MZ lying on men's conſcience, and with the dominion 
- of fin over our heart; he, with great power, activity, 
n care, and craft, maintains his work of wiekedneſs in us, 
and his authority over us; confirms and promotes our 
1 ignorance and unconcern; bolts our heart with carnality, 
)- | X -cnmity, unbelief, or deſpair, till Jeſus Chriit, who is 
2 V ſtronger than he, in the day of his power come, recal 
8 bis permiſſion, awaken our conſcience, enlighten our 
al mind, remove the curſe, ſubdue our corruption, and ſo 
nt. JN | ſpoil him of his armour and goods. - Search, my ſoul, 
and look, who is thy guardian; who keepeth thee. 
)- 15. Satan is compared to a TRAVELLER (5). Con- 
ne ſtantly he walks zo and fro in the earth, to ſpy oppor- 
id: tunities of miſeinef ; to tempt and ruin men. Often, 
n. fore a while, he ſeemingly departs from wicked profeil- 
ns | ors, with-holds his groſs ſuggeſtions, oreven ſtirs up to 
1 the external performance of religious exerciſe. After 
or ig employing himſelf a while in the heart of real believers, 
d. a here there is leſs corrupt moiſture to work upan, or Lit 
C Jo. , 5 : 5 £4 my 
) dry and withered Heatheniſh countries, he returns to 
i tboſe whom he had deſerted, and hurries them more fu- 
0 |Wrioufly than ever into wickedneſs, Why, to entertain 
'Ys bim, didſt thou, Hebrew monarch, defile the wife of 
as XX tby faithful hero; his one lamb, that lay in his boſom ? 
15 1.06. Satan is compared to a so-wrx of tares (c). In 
Mo WMthe field of creation, he firſt ſowed the ſeeds of iniquity. 
4 His curſed temptations he daily ſows in our hart, to 
produce the good-checking tares of finful luſts. By 
5 him is the feed of open abominations, contention, idola- 
1 try, and will- worfhip, ſown among men. He is the true 
parent of every tare- like, every naughty perſon in the 
TH church. — How, Lord, hath thy enemy ſowed tares in 
my ſoul, while I ſlept! Nor ſhall they be weeded out, 
be rin 1 die. : "1429 t 
77. He is compared to an nux TER and FowLER (4). 
er. 3 (4) Matth. xii. 29. (b; Matth xii. 43. 44. 45. (c) Matth. 
= „ ien v., 2 


1-2 With 
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With. aftomſhing and unwearied care, alertiieſs, and 
fraud, he allures, he indiſcernibly ſpreads his entangling 
nets of temptation,z transforms himſclf into an angel of 
light; employs falſe teachers, wicked rulers, and de- 
ceitful men, to enſuare and ruin our fouls. And how 
often. we are unawares entangled and undene !—Lord, 
deliver me as a bird, as a roe, from this hunter; from 
the ſnare of this fowler. | . | | 
18. He is compared to a Lion (a). How terrible is 
his roaring, his temptations to the watchful ſaint! How 
inſatiable in doing miſchief + With what vigour, vio- 
tence, and cruelty, he ever ſeeks to devour the ſouls, 
eſpecially of his oppoſers !—Blefſed Lian of the tribe 
Fredah, for me, tear him in pieces, while there is none to 
liver him: make me ber and vigilant ; becauſe he 
£oeth about ſceking whom he may devour. 
19. He is called a great PRAGoN (60). How terrible 
is his appearance! How ſhocking his fierceneſs ! his 
bloody cruelty ! How outrageous. his fury and malice 
againſt mankind, chiefly againſt Chriſt and his follow- 
ers, who dare to oppoſe him, and trample on his autho- - 
rity! How ſuddenly he aſſaults! How infectious and 
deadly are his bites, his breathing, his temptations to 
our ſoul! In the night of debaſement, how he bit and 
bruiſed, though not infected the heel; the manhood of A | 
Jeſus Chrift © In the night of ignorance, deſertion, and 
trouble, how he affaults the children of men !— When, 
Lord, wilt thou bruiſe ; when ſhall I tread the lion and 
the dragon under my feet? 9 | =_— 
20. Satan is called an OLD SERPENT (c). In the 
form of a ſerpent, he anciently ſeduced mankind. Ia 
A this form, have they ſince frequently adored him! How al - 
808 filled with the poiſon. of ſinful corruption, wherewith he 
14 infects and rvins the children of men! How aftomſhing 
bis ſubtle deceit ' How deep rooted his envy * How im- 
placable his malice ! With what ſurpriſing care, craft, 
and vigour, he ſecures his head, his authority: — Come 
not, my ſoul, into his lurking places; paſs not by his MW 
paths; turn awzy ; get thee far hence. = +5 


* 
2 
Sy q 
Fee 
"8 
= ITY 
- 3 P 
3 
N. 
N : 
LY oy ”_ 
. 1 
co 
EE 
1 * 4 
* 
8 
3 . 
ES 
Bro fs 
72 L 
2 
4 
5 


— — 0 


— — 


bo 


2 wo . res * 4 
p Wa by 
* P W 
- A Nv e 5 


vx 
£24 
85 
2 

Hh 


2 
* 


£7) v Pet. v. 85. () Rev. Ax. 24. (c) Rev. xx. 2. 


1 
1 8 
1 

RE , 

% „ 

. 0 H A P i 
> 2 

_- 

: 3 * N 
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ai | hey IS. 
Metaphors reſpecting men in general. 


1. V EN are compared to a HUMAN BoDY. A human 
body is their mott viſible part; their complex 
frame confiits of various well- connected powers and 
members, and grows to a proper meaſure and ſtature. 
Many bodily members and acts, are uſed as ſymbols of 
human acts and endowments. To bow down the head as 
a bulruſh (a), imports appearance of humiliation and 
1 grief, without any real concern. Womens having pow 
= -r an their bead becauſe sf the angels (ö), imports, that 
in religious aſſemblies, where holy angels obſerve, where 
evil angels tempt, women ought to mark their huſbands 
power over them by a decent covering on their head. 
The Villing of the countenance (c), denotes a mixture of 
fame, anger, and grief, To oper the ear (d), is to 
bear, or make one hear, with attention. To /g ths 
car (e), is to refuſe and diſregard. Tingling of the 
= ear: V, ſignifies ſhocking terror at the report of ſome 
2 fearful calamity. [tching ears (g), denote unſettled le- 
8 vity of mind, always defirous of novelties, and not re- 
liſhiag ſimple truths, Eyes (V), repreſent knowledge, 
and wlrat is dear to a man. A right eye to be plucked 
cu“ (1) is a beloved luſt, or endeared ſinful enjoyment, 
deemed very pleaſant and uſeful; and which cannot, 
without much pain; be mortiſied or forſakxen. To 1ſt 
: 4 e the face or eyer (#), imports boldneſs, courage, ex- 
the pectation, and deſire. Not to do it (0, implies ſhame 
In and bluſhing. Our eyes lool frraight on (in), when we 
low e Gngly aim at the glory of God ; candidly eſpy and fol- 
low the path of duty, without turning uſide to any 
erooked way. An evil eye (n), imports di ſcovered co. 
vetoufneſs, malice, hatred, or diſeontent. T's be of 57% 
= 7:4 (o), is to be, profe fo, and ſpeak łhe ſame thing. 
To devour with open mouth fp, is greedily, quickly, 


3 


8 - 4 1 a : il % 
We (a) II. Iviii. 3. (6) 1 Cor. Xi. 10. (c) Gen. iv. 5. (4) N. 
ali. 200 (e) Acts vii. 57. (/) x Sam. iii, 17. (g) 2 Tim. 9. . 
0 Deut. xvi. 19. Gen. ii. . (7) Mattb. v. 29. (t) Job- xd. 
46. Ii. 2xxvii. 23+ Pfal. caxiii:1- ( Ezra iz. 6. C1) Prove 
3Y, 25. G Prov. xxiii. 6, (e) 1 Kings xxii. 130 Ch Ii. ix. (2. 
| | extenſive 17 
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extenſty ely. and almoſt irrecoverably, to ſwallow up and 
deſtroy. 'To pen the” mouth wide, that God may fl 
zt (a), is earneſtly to defire, pray for, expect, and re- 
cive his promifed goodneſs, To draw out the tongue, 
Spoot ou the lip, aud make a wide mouth againſt ane (6), 
is cruelly, op-nly, and impudently, to mock and re- 
proach him. Fo. /?op the mouth (c), is to be, or to ren- 
der one ſilent, aſhamed, and ſenſible of guilt. To come 
ont of the mouth (d), is to proceed from one's authority, 
influence, or principles. To brizs out of one's mouth or 
belly, what he had ſwallowed (e), is to take from him 
what he had unjuſtly ſeized, and ſeemingly ſecured to 
himſelf. One's mouth king his hand (,), imports 
idolatrous reverence and worſhip: To keep the mouth 
or lips (g), is to watch carefully over our ſpeech. To 
lay the hand upon the mouth (4), imports ſenſe of guilt, 
bluſhing, ſhame, and reſiguation to the will of God. 
Mouth, lips, and tongue (i), ſignify fpeech. Uncircune- 
ciſed lips (k), denote a difficulty of ſpeaking freely, rea- 
dily, and pleaſantly. God's ſpeaking. to men with 
Hammering lips, deep ſpeech, and another tongue (I), im- 
ports his declaring his will, by making a foreign nation, 
whoſe language is not underſtood, to haraſs or deltroy 8 
*them. To make the lips of thoſe that ares aſleep to 
ſpeak (), is to awaken, -xevive,. edify, comfort, floth- 3 
ful and unconcerned ſouls, and induce them to praiſe = 
the Lord, and expreſs his kindneſs. The calves of the 3 
lips, and the fruit of the tips (u), facred to, or cre- 
ated. by God, are ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe, through Xx 
his influence, offered up unto him. The pr ieſti lips teep-- 
ing knowledge (o), imports their habitual readinefs to give 
good and wholeſome inſtruction or reproof. The talk of 
the lips tendeth only to penury (p when it is vain. and 
unprofitable, waſtes. time, is not attended with, but hin? 
ders our proper: work. The tongue is repreſented as a 4 
feourge (9), becauſe with its reviling angry 2 we 2 
laſh our neighbour. ' It is compared to a fire (7), be- 
14) Pſal. Ixxx i. 10. (6) If. Ivii. 4. Cc) Rom. iii. 19. (4) Rev. 
xvi. 13. fe) Job xx. 13: 175. (f) Job xxxi. 27. (g Pſal. 
AXIix . 1. (5% Job xl. 4. (i) Job xix. 16. and ii. 10. (K) Exod. 
vi. 30. () If xxviii. 11. (n) Song vii. 9. Cn) Hoſ: xiv. 2. 
II. Ivii. 19. (.) Mal. ii. 1. (p) Prov. xiv. 23. 1 22 v. 21. 


(7) Jam. iii. 6. 
eaul⸗ 
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cauſe its paſſionate and ſinful words emit the fire of our 
inward luſt; and kindles the luſt, pride, or paſſion of 
others. It is called @ worid of iniquity. What aſtoniſhing 
and extcnfiive wickedneſs is contained in our language! 
Or the words may be rendered an rnament of iniquity (a ), 
hecauſe by excuiing, extenuating, and defending, it at- 
tempts to deck and gild over our fin with fair colours. 
It is repreſented as àmameabie (b), becauſe no creature 
can whoily reitram it from evils A ft tongue which 
breaketh the banes (c), ſignifies meek, mild, and humble 


language, which removeth prejudices, melts the heart, 
and draws. out the love, the compaſhon of our friend or 


neighbour. The cleaving of the tongue to the faaus, or 
roof of the mouth (d), imports deep filence, painful thirſt. 
Whiſpering, or law ſpeech (e), ſignifies our ſpeaking in a 


humble, a debaſed manner. Fair ſpeech (H, is Hlattery, 


whereby we ſhew much more kindneſs than is really in 
our heart. Hard ſpeeches (g), are theſe which are paſ- 
fionate, contemptuous, and revihng. Sound ſpeech (5). 
is that which is true, fold, and edifying to mens ſouls. 
To have a /tiff neck, a neck like an iron finew (i], is to 
be obſtinate and perverſe in inning. To harden our neck 


or heart (4), is to deſpiſe the alarms of God's word and 


providence, and refuſe to return to him. To have a pode 
on the neck (J), is to lie under fore trouble and bondage. 
The arm (an), denotes help, power, and wealth. A word 
a the arm (u), denotes an enraged enemy, taking away 
our power and wealth. Drying up of the arm (of ſigni- 
fies the loſs of our ſtrength or riches, or of the proper 
uſe thereof, Mens eating the fleſh of their own arm (p). 
is their deſtroying that which ought to be dear, or would 
be helpful to them. To make fleſh aur arm (g), is chiefly 
to depend on men for our aſſiſtance, and felicity. 


Hand, (7), ſignify power of receiving or acting: and 


our actions and practice. Clear or cleanſed hands (5), 
denote a holy and blameleſs converſation,” Laying on of 
hands (t) imported the conveyance of the Holy Ghoſt, 

(a) Jam. iii. 6. (6; Jam. iii. 8. (e) Prov. xxv. 15. (d) Pſal. 
xrxii. 15. and cxxxvii. 6. (e) If. xxix. 4. ) Prov. vii. 21. 
(g) Jude 15. 6) Tit. ii. 8. (i) Jer. xvii. 23. If. xlviii. 4. 
(4) Neh. ix. 16. Deut. xv. J. (J) Jer. xxvii. 12. (7) Exck. 
xXx. 21. (in) Tech. xi. 17. (0) Zech xi. 17. (e) If ix. 20. 
2, Jer. xvii. g. (7) Jer. Xziii. 14. (5) Job xvii. 9. (e) 2 Timi 6. 
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judgment; or lamentation over diſtreſs. 


4 niſhment. 


ow (2), denotes love, e 7 — 


0 40 Pal. 1xxviii- 5. (J Matth. v. 30. 1 
(e) 1 Kings xii. 10. ( If. ix 4. ( Song viii. 10. 4 
(7) Ezck. xiii. 3: {s) Nah. 1. 7 (, Eccl. vii. 9. B 


IViii. 9. 
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in his miraculous influence, or the ordaining of men to 
Stretching out the hand te God (a), 
imports carneſt prayer for, ready reception of his ſalva- 


tion, and cheerful ſurrender to his fervice. To lift up 
the hands is him (b), is to pray earneftly. To lift up 
the hands that hang down, and feeble inees (c), is to 


help and encourage perſons faint and diſtreſſed. Tolift 
up the hand againſt a king (d), is to rebel againſt him, 


Conſecration to the Jewtih prieſthood is called a lin 
of their Sud (e), becauſe therein their hands were fill- 


.ed with their wave-offering. © Waſhing of the hands (J. 


imports a ſolemn profeſſion of innocence; an applica- 
tion of Jeſus? blood for the removal of paſt guilt; and 
a ſerious purpoſe of reformation. Pouring water upon 
one's hands (g), ſignified to be his ſervant, Smiting 
the hands together (), imports an alarm ef approaching 


fands (i), denotes ſhouting for victory; great joy and 
gladneſs. Men af ava not finding their hands (&) im- 
Plies their being quite difpirited and diſenabled to exert 
their might, and improve their advantages. 
© hand, or right:/vot offending, to be cut ef, (I), is a beloved 
luſt, however dear and apparently uſeful, to be mortified. 
There being a lie in our right hand. 2 imports our 
loving, practiſing, and holding faſt hypoeriſy and de- 
ceit. The putting out of the finger (n), imports ridicule 


and reproach. Rehoboam's little finger Bu thicker 


- than his father's loins (o), ſignified, that he would re- 
duce his ſubjects to far more grievous ſervitude and pu- 
Shoulder (p), fignifies ability to bear, help, 
or oppreſs. Breaſts (q), denote uſeful comfort and aſ- 
fiſtance. Breaſts or teat of virginity preſſed or brui- 


| Joe r 5 imply commiſſion of whoredom, natural, or I 
ſpiritua 


Smiting' or tabering on the breafts (v, im- 
plies ſore trouble, vexing grief, and bitter lamentation. 


(s) Pal. Iwill. 3 (5) Pal. xxviii. a. (tc) Heb. Xxii. 12, 


(d) 2 Sam. xI. 21. (e) Exod. xxix. 9. Heb. /) Pfal. xxvi. 6. 
(7) Pial. xtvii: 1. 


( 2 Kings iii. 11. (5) Ezek. Xxt. 14. 


(n) If. xliv. 20. (i) Iſ. 
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tide the hand in the boſom (a), imports exceſſive ſloth, 
Bowes (b), import compaſſion, or the ſoul. - Tnauard 
parts, heart, belly (c), fignify the ſoul, underſtanding, 
will, affections, and conſcience. The curſe coming like 
evater iuts one's bowels (a), imports extenſive and ſhock» 
ing inward fear, trouble, and grief. Urzequal legs of 
the dame (e), ſignify, that one's profeſſion and practice, 
or ſome part, or either, does not correſpond with the 
other. Feet or foot (/), denote the affections and conver- 
ſation. To dip one's foot in the blood of his enemies (g). 
is to behold an awful revenge of their injuries. To dig 
one's feet, or waſh one's ſteps in butter, honey, and oil, (h), 
is to enjoy great proſperity, or great abundance of theſe _ 
particular comforts. Stumbling or flipping of the feet (i), 
implies the loſs of comfort or hope; the falling into fin, 
temptation, or trouble. To withdraw the fort (A), is 
to leave off a-dangerous or ſinful practice. To keep the 
feet (J), is to watch over our affections and converſa- 
tion, in order to preſerve them from fin and danger. To 
open the feet, and ſcatter the way io ftrangers (m), im- 
plies great forwardneſs to whoredom or idolatry. Stamp- 
ing with the faot ſ u), is expreſſive of great trouble and 
anguiſh. Stamping down, treading under foot (e), im- 
plies contempt, abuſe, utter deſtruction. 'Fo it up the 
feet (p), imports walking with ſpeed, altertneſs, and 
joy. To it up the heel; to kick againſt (q), imports 
contemptuons treachery and rebellion. To lick againſt 
the pricks (r), is furioully to offend God, and injure his 
Reop': notwithſtanding eminent warning and danger. 
The iniguilies of our heels (g), are the fins of our daily con- 
verſation. Steps, foot/teps (t), repreſent the acts of our 
life, by which we ſet an example to others. To hear (u), 
is to attend, to perceive, be affected with. To /ee (v) 
zs to. diſcern, experience, enjoy, ſuffer, feel. To taſte (av), 
is to experience, know, feel the power of. To han- 


(a) Prox xx. 24. (5) If. xvi. It. (c) Prov. xx. 5. 25. (d) Pfal- 
Cix. 18. (e) Prov. xxvi. J. (J) Eccl. v. i- (g) Pfel. Ilxviiꝰ 
23. (5) Jud xxx. 6- 7) Job xii. 5. (% Prov, xxV. 17. ll. 
Iviv. 13. ( Ecel. v. 1. (]) Ezek. xvi. 25. (7) Ezck. vi. 11. 
6% Dan. viii. 13. (p) Gen. xxix. 1. () Pial. xli. 9. ) As 
Ix. 3 (/ Pet xlix. 5. (i) Song 1. 8. (u) If IV. 3. v) Jon 
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dle (a), is to have a familiar knowledge. To pant 


hunger, thirſt (b), is to have a deep, painful ſenſe of 
want; and an earneſt deſire and Jonging. To fand (c), 
imports a fixed condition; a bold appearance; earneſt 
prayer. Sitting (d), imports reſt ; continuance; and 


ſometimes honour. To fit under on?'s vine and fig- 


tree (e), implies ſafety, proſperity, and comfort. To 
fit in the duſt (f), implies humility and abaſement. 


Dwelling (g), implies fixed continuance, and often-that 


attended with pleaſure and delight. Walking (P)), re- 
preſents the practice and converſation. Heing hid (19, 
is to be unknown, or protected. Clothing or gar- 
ments (4), repreſent the practice, or what cleaves 
cloſe to us, as eur garments and ornaments do. 1 
2. Men are compared to HUSBANDMEN (J). With 
reat care and diligence ought they to manage and keep 


the field, the vincyard of their heart and converſation. 


They ought earneſtly to break up the fallow-ground of 
their ſoul; to labour after thorough convictions; and 
as they ſow in the ſpring-tide of this life, fo ſhall they 
reap hereafter : theſe that ſow to the Spirit, ſow in 
righteouſneſs, receive the righteouſneſs and Spirit of 
Chriſt, and live agreeably thereto, ſhall reap in mercy, 
Teap everlaſting life: and thoſe who ſow to the fleſh, ſow 
among | thorns, — live under the influence of ſinful cor- 
ruption and carnal cares, —ſhall-reap endleſs miſery. 
3. Men are compared to pzasTs (). Their bodies 
are of the earth, earthy. ' How ignorant, ſtupid, and 
thoughtleſs are moſt of them! How vile, carnal ; how 
outrageous, untameable, hurtful ! How generally they 
care only for their hody, and neglect the concerns of their 
immortal, their rational ſoul! How often are even the 


worſt horned. with authority, and tecthed with power of 2 


doing miſchief ! How they roar like lions! mourn ſore 
like doves, who have loſt their mates! hiſs like ferpents 4 
with anguiſh wail like dragons! enlarge their baldneſs ; 
mourn deſperately ; and become firipped of all things 
lite moulted eagles ! But bleſſed be the Lord, that now 
(e) 1 John i. 1. (5) Pal. xlii. 1. Matth. v. 6. (r) Pſal. 
j. 8. 1 Kings xvii. I. (d) Rev. iti. 21. 
(/) If. xleii. 1. (2) Joel iii. 20. (by 2 Scr. x. 3. (I] Nah. iii. 
11. Job v. 21. (#) Jude 23. (0 Hof- x. 12. (n) Egel. iii. - 

| the 


(e) Mic. iv. 4» 
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s the Gentiles, as well-as Jews, are cleanſed, and no man 
£ has right to exclude us from the offer of a Saviour, 25 
„ common or unclean. | ESE. OO 1 

4. They are compared to rowrs or BIRDS(a). How 
4 light and vain their diſpoſition! How neceſſary their de- 
poendence on air! How great their ſtupidity! their: rea- 
„dineſs to be enſnared in the evil net of temptation ! How 
frequent their expoſure to ſtorms and hazards ! How un- 
ſettled their neſts of carnal confidences, and earthly en- 
XX joyments! What need of Jenovan for our provider, di- 
rector, and deliverer! And how quickly mult we wing 


4 1 our flightinto the eternal ſtate : ; 
„F. They are compared to Assks and wiLD 4SSE8 (). 


ow ſtupid and unteachable * How exceedingly they 
= :tic&t the wilderneſs of a preſent world; and of a natu- 
ral ſtate! How they ſnuff. up, and amuſe themſelves 
with vanity! How averſe to reſtraints of their inclina- 
tion! Stupendous! hath God redeemed me, a wild 
2%, with the death of his Son; his Lamb! Hath ke 
=X Lent out my ſoul free; and allowed me to drink my kill 
of the river of life, that runs among the hills of divine 
- 3 ordinances! the range of the everlaſting mountains is 
my paſture. Scorn, my ſou}; the multitude of the city; 
be not conformed to the men of this world, who act, as 
if they had been born to make a noiſe, and no more. 
5. They are compared to DEAD: Docs (c). - How 
XX deſtitute of power and life! How baſe! how wile, in- 
ON 1 | ſignificant, and uſeleſs l And did the Son of God look 
upon! did he die for! did he eſpouſe /uch a dead dog as 
lau Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
J gif I ceaſe to publiſh the praiſes of his love. | 


"54 7. They are compared to'F1s#es (4). How aſtoniſn- 
* ing their multitude! How different their diſpoſition, 

their Ration, power, and guilt ! In the ſea of this world, 
= in the ſea of their natural ſtate, with what confuſion and 
fi WF uaconcern they live and act! How barbarouſly they 
prey upon one another; robbing every one his neigh- 
88 bour of his character, property, or life! At laſt, how 
wed caught in the goſpel-net, and drawn to Jeſus! Or 
al, eaught in the net of troubje and puniſhment, and drawn 


5 iN (a) Dan. iv. 2. (6) Jobxi. 12. tc) 2 Sam. ix. 8. 1 Sam. 
n aiv. 13. (4) Hab. i. 13.— 19. Matth. xii. 47” 13 
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. 


drawing to the happy, the cternal ſhore ? - 

8. They are compared to wokms (a). From the 
earth our bodies proceed; on it they live and move; 
and to it at death they return, How much we affect 
earthly things! The heart of the earth, the grave, 1s 
our long home. How. inſignificant is our value and 
ſtrength! How daily are we obnoxious to ten thouſand 
dangers! How eaſily affrighted or ruined! How differ- 
ent our tempers and diſpoſition! Some delight in the 
dunghill riches and profits of this preſent world. Others 
with pleaſure wallow amidft unſufferable corruption, un- 
cleanneſs, drunkenneſs, malice, and other vices unnum - 
bered. Some have a hypocritical, a gilded appearance, 
while their heart is filled with all unrighteouſneſs. Some, 
as glow worms, ſhine only in the dark night of trouble 
or time : In diftreſs how gracious, when pangs come 
Upon them! they fear the Lord, and cry to him. How 
many, as caterpillars and canker- worms, mar every thing 
good, which comes in their way! How many, as the 
lk -worm, out of their ewn bowels, fpin a covering of 
ic]f-rightequineſs! But ah! how few like her, ſpend 
themſelves to be uſeful :! —Be thou, my ſoul, one of 
theſe; ready to ſpend, and be ſpent for Chriſt. 

9. David compares himſelf to a rFLea (5) How 


hard for Saul to apprehend him! And to how little 


purpoſe, when done !—Aſtoniſhing ! how, Lord, haſt 
thou purſued and laid hold on me! My goodneſs ex- 
tendeth not unto thee. O, why was not I curſed, with 


the enjoyment of my mad wiſh, of vanity, of filth, of E 


diſtance from my God! | 
10. Men are compared to FLESH (c). Our body is 


a fleſhy ſubſtance ; and how weak and frail are we! 
7 5 bd . 5 - =P 
What a fource of iuward corruption | unleſs ſalted with 


God's purifying, his preſerving, and fin-mortifying in- 


. fluence, how quickly, eſpecially in the ſummer of pro- 
ſperity, do we become utterly corrupt and noiſome, with 


ſinful habits, and wicked courſes! How quickly we die 
away to a ſtate of corruption in the grave Lord, 


what an inſignificant dog's head am 1! O rectify me 7 


(5) Job ANF. 6. {9) Sam. xxiv. 14. (c) II. xl. 6. 
. with 


1 
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Vith thy grace; and make me as ſeaſoning, as purify- 
ing ſalt, to all around me. ä =, 
11. Men are compared to FRUIT-BEARING TREES (4). 
1 According to the quality of our nature, ſuch is the fruit, 
tue works, we bear in our life. If our heart be unre- 
generated, every thing we do is evil fruit; abomination 
do the Lord; we cannot ceaſe from ſin. If our nature 
be changed, we cannot but in ſome degree bring forth 
good works; dur perſons being accepted in Chriſt, our 
good works muit be well pleaſing in his ſight.— Now, 
my ſoul, the axe is laid to thy root; take heed left, for 
thy bad fruit, his judgments ſuddenly cut thee off. 
112. They are compared to TREES OF THE wooD (5). 
Non high in pride, or in tation, many of them tower! 
Illo barren of good works! How confuſed their order! 
Uno often one draws: the ſap from, and depreſſeth his 
tellow! How ſour ; how unprofitable, or hurtful, their 
Fruit! What wild beaſts of finful corruptions or ſatani- 
cal fiends, lodge among them! How many of them, af- 
ter they are a while uſed, by divine providence, are caſt 
=X i2to eternal fire! How contemptible, are all of them, in 
compariſon of Jeſus, the apple-tree among the trees of the 
"XZ od Now my foul, the axe of the goſpel is Jaid to thy 
oot, to cut thee off from thy natural ftock.; quickly ſhall 
the axe of trouble or death be laid to my root; if I am 
bound without Chriſt, how fearful ſhall be my fall! my 
13. They are compared to Gxa5s and FLOWERS (c). 
From one root, what multitudes deſcend ! How freſh, 
RY and pleaſant ; but ſhort-lived, our firſt appearance on 
earth! How weak ! how eafily endangered! how quick- 
ly blaſted and withered by trouble! How often in the 
top of our proſpegity, are we mown down by death, and 
caſt into the oven of divine vengeance Under the moſt 
blooming and rich appearance, how often lurk the moſt 
Nunſavoury lives and wicked hearts! Under an unf ghtly 
8-/p<c<t, how often a gracious diſpoſition ! In the field of 
the world, that lieth in wickedneſs, grow the moſt ; but 
ia the church, the moſt valuable. And even here, are 


== (5) Matth. iti. 10. and vil. 16.— 20. (6) Song ii. 3. (c) Ic 
1 XI. Jo C. James . 10. > 1 Fl 
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cut down by death ? 

14. They are compared to LEaves and 8TUBBLE (a). 
How hght aud unſubftantial ! How quickly withered ! 
How readily pluckt and ſcattered by trouble or death! 
How eaſily ſcorched, or burat up, by the fire of God's 
wrath !—How, Lord, haſt thou purſued the Ia toffed 


te and fro ! honaured the dry ſtubble, to unite mx to, 


and fix we in thy Son! Here no fire can conſume me; 
no blaft can drive me away; neither height nor depth, 
principalities nor powers, can ſeparate me from the love 
of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 

15. They are likened to a wind ght paſſeth away (5), 
How nnfoJid and fleeting ! How proud, noiſy, and bo1- 
ſerous! How blaſting and hurtful! How ſovereignly, 
at God's pleaſure, are they brought forth, and managed 
on earth! How he rides on them, as inſtruments of ful - 
filling his purpoſes! How quickly the breath of his 
mouth blows. them into eternity! Knoweſt thou, my 
foul, whence I came? and whither I ſhall go? 1 
16. They are compared to PoTTERS VESSELS (c). 
Being formed out of the clay, according to the ſovercign 
will of God, how baſe are they in themſelves ! how eaſi- 
ly broken to pieces! how reaſorably may God, at his 

leaſure, make them veſſels unte honour, or diſkonour ! 


P 
— Blefſed for ever, be the Lord; that thouſands of them 
are veſſels of mercy, afere prepared unto glory. 


17. They are compared to vorsgERDS (4). How _ 


broken by ſin! by trouble! In themſelves, how uſcleſs 
and unprofitable ! how expoſed to the vileſt de baſement! 
Never, ye frail, ye eaſily deſtroyed pot/herds of the earth, 
ſtrive with your Maker: let not the clay affront her 
Creator.—Shall I, a broker pot, a worthleſs, bruiſed no- 
thing, be reftted, ſanctified, and made meet for the Ma- 


ſter's uſe! 


18. They are compared to EARTH, DUST, and 4SH- 


Es (e). Of earth we are formed; on earth we live; and 
to earth we return, by death. Naturally our affections 
cleave to earthly things. Ah! how unfit for ſpiritual 
meditation! for heavenly defire! for holy exerciſe ! 


e Job xiii. 25. (5) Paal. Ixxviii. 39. (e) Rom. ix. 21. 
(4) If. xlv. 9. ed Jer. xxli. 29 · Gen. XVIII. 27 = ? E 
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not the flouriſhing ſaints, at their beſt, cropt off, and 
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How baſe before God! and how miſerable, ſtupid, and 
and uſeleſs, till we be enlightened, watered, warmed, 
and nouriſhed, with the benign influences of his Spirit ! 
19. Man's ſoul is compared to a DARLixG child (a). 
How eminently precious! How dear it ought to be to 
us! Ought not the watching over, the feeding, the 
guiding, the cleanſing, the eternal ſalvation thereof, to 
be our great care; our principal buſineſs * For, what 
am I profited, if I gain the whole world, and loſe my 
own ſoul ? 1 f b | 
20. It is compared to a sur (5), How curious its 
frame! How great its worth! How extenſive its uſe! 
With what care ought it to be bottomed in Jeſus and 
his covenant ! to be cleanfed from all ſilthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit! and often repaired with new firength and 
grace from the fulneſs of Chriſt! How incapable to move 
heavenward, without the gales of the Holy Ghoſt ! In 
the troubled ſea of this world, how expoſed to ſwelling 
billows of adverſity ! to rocks of temptation! to robbe · 
ries of Satan and wicked men! How carefully are its 


motions to be watched, and its courſe directed by the 


word of God! To ſecure a happy landing on the ſhores 
of immortality, how. neceſſary is a firm anchoring of 
faith and hope in Jeſus, the Rock of ages, within the 
vail ! Alas! how many, the negle& of proper bottom- 
ing on Chriſt, the negle of proper ballaſt of humbling 
grace, and of proper care about ſpiritual things, bring 
to make ſhipwreck of the doctrines of faith, and of a 
good conſcience ! and to drown themſelves in everlaſting. 
perdition !—O zo ſwim for ever in the deeps of ever- 
laſting love, where there is neither brink, nor bottom, 
ſurface, nor ſhore ! | . | 
21. Man's foul is compared to a nous or pALAcE (c. 
The underitanding faculty is the windows: the recep- 
tive capacity is the door: the will, in her ſupreme re- 
gard, is the throne: fin or grace is the furniture: di- 
vine perſons, or infernal fiends, are the inhabitants. 
Chriſt's &z9cking for entrance at the door of it, is his 
alarming it by his providence; inviting it by his word; 
and ſtriving for it, by the common operations of. his 
Spirit, To open the heart to him, is to receive his in- 
(4) Pal. xxii. 20. (6) I. 54. 11. (c) Rev. iii. 20. 
0-3: ſtructive 


— 
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ſtructive light into the mind, and embrace him and his- 
given fulneſs as excellent, with our defire and will, — Ah, 
my foul, what bolts of ignorance, Atheiſm, enmity, 
pride, attachment to ſelf. righteouſneſs, worldly minded - 
veſs, ſhut thee faſt againſt him! f | 
22. Man's ſoul is compared to a TrEAsuey (2). How 
ſecret and undiſcovered to the world! How furniſhed 
with things deemed precious; and which are indeed of 
everlaſting conſequence ! with her contents, we trade 
with God, and with men. —O could I, out of the good 
treaſure ef my heart, bring forth things new and old! 
23. Man's foul or Gs is compared to a CAN- 
DIE or LAMP (5). How ufeful, enlightening, and 
ſearching, her power! At the infinite knowledge of 
God, and of his Son Jcſus Chriſt, muſt her underſtand- 
ing be lighted. And how ſmall, in compariſon thereof! 
Ah, hew neglect to improve our light, occafions our 
walking in dark ignorance; our falling into ſnares, and 
tumbling headlong into eternal miſery ! | 
24. Man's conſcience is compared to a JuDcE (c). 
To our conſcience it belongs to enquire into our ſtate, 
our thoughts, words, and actions; compare them witlr 
the law of God; and according thereto, condemn our 
wickedneſs, and ſentence us to correction or puniſhment” 
on account of it; and approve what is good, and aſſure 
us of a proper reward for it. May my conſcience be 
ſprinkled with Jeſus“ blood; may my life be by faith on 
him, a conſtant looking to, and following lis ſteps: ſo. 
ſhall not my heart reproach or condemn me while I hve. 
25. Man's Cnfcience is compared to a wITNESS (d).. 
How privy to+ alt our conduct! When faithful, upon. 
what ftri& examination it giveth clear teſtimony of the 
fact, and the form, of our actions, whether they be. 
good or bad! If it live drouſy, ignorant, and inatten - 
tive to the nature of cur qualities, our thoughts, our 
words, or actions; or is ſwayed in its teſtimony by any 
bribe, any conſideration of carnal pleaſure, honour, or 
advantage ; how horrid its wickedneſs! and what a 
plague to the poſſeſſor! When faithful, what ſecret a- 
bominations, or excellencies, it manifeſts! Hence, how 
(0 Job xxxili. 13. Natth. zii. gz. (% Prov. xx. 27. 
{ 1 John ili. 20, 21.1 (d) Rom. ix. I. ald il. 15. 
a a | reproached 3. 
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reproached ; how abuſed by the wicked! And how lo- 
ved by; and what a truity friend, protector, and com- 
fort to them, who live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent world! How horrid the erime of ſtifling 
or denying its evidence! of muzzling its mouth, by 
mad ruſhing into further ahomination ] or of attempting 
to bribe it with ſome carnal or legal motive! My con - 
ſcience, let me deal tenderly w::h thee ; he that touch- 
eth thee, toucheth the apple of God's eye. Be thou, 
in a Saviour's blood, purged from dead works, enlight - 
ened by his word, quickened by his Spirit, and ſoftened 
by his love: ſo ſhalt thou be to me a faithful reprover 
on an obedient ear; thy ſmiting ſhall be a precious oil 
to me; with joy and gladneſs ſhall J hear thy deelara- 
tions at the deciſi ve, the awful, bar. 

26. Man's conſcience is compared to an WTI MATE 
COMPANION (a), What important hints and intereſt- 
ing news, it can ever declare unto us! What a candid 
reprover, or kind comforter ! How uſeful to promate 
our holineſs and felicity, is true friendſhip and intimacy 
with it! In the ſecret watches of the night, and on 


every important affair, how neceſſary is converſe with, 


and deliberate conſultation of it! — Turn aſide, even 
now, my ſoul, and aſk how this companion doth. Aﬀic, 
what inward change have I felt? what important choice 
have I made? what ſpiritual mercy do I need? what 
is my great motive? whither do my affections bend? am 
I born from above? is my heart married to Jeſus? it 
right with God? what have I dene? what hath the 


Rock of Ifracl done to me? whence have I come? and: 


whither ſhould I now go in point of duty? and whither 


ſhall I go into the eternal ſtate ? 

27. Man's conſcience is compared to a SERPENT," a 
gnawing worm (4). By preſenting our crimes, by con- 
demning and upbraiding for them, it ſtings and torments 
our ſoul. You deſpiſers of Jeſus, how, at laſt, ſhalhyour 
now blind, now bribed, now ſeared conſcience, awaken 
upon you? For your breaking over the hedge of the 
divine law, how ſhall it bite you like a ſerpent, and yr. 


like an adder ! How call your fin to remembrance, and 


flay your ſou]! What lively, bright horror, ſhall ſtare 
| (8) Pial. iv. * C ccl. X. 8. Mark ix 44. | 
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throug! 1 your eye-lids, while the! living worm . gnaw- 


ing within you !—Bemy conſcience, adored Redeemer,, 
fatiated with thy blood; fo ſhall it be a 7 leafſant rot in 


my boſom, a ſupporting ſtaff in my han a; 


EC HAM HT. 


 Dietaphors reſpecting ſaints, 


. THE ſaints are likened to co (a). They are 


made partakers of, and have ellowſhip with 
the divine nature. How ſpiritual their mind! how 


rea} their wiſlom ! their fanctity How tranſcendent. 
their excellency above their neighbours ! How powerful 


their intereſt, their prayer, in >the government of the 


world! By weeping and ſuplication they have power 


with God, and prevail; they command him eoncern- 


ing his ſons and his daughters, and the work of his 


hands: for their fakes the days of tribulation are ſnhor- 


tened; and _they have power to ſmite the earth with 
plagues 23 often as they will. All are theirs, and they 


are hr iſt's, and Chriſt 's God's. 


2. They are compared to ANGELS (5). How near 
a people to the Meſt High! How real and eSicacious 


their views of his glory! How intimate. with Heaven! 
« The ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him.“? 
How they run the way of his commandments, hearken- 


ing to, aud declaring the voice of his word! In the fu- 
ture ſtate, how marvellous their ſpiritual wiſdom and 
ſtrength! How perfect in holineſs !' How fully diſen- 


gaged from every nat! relation, and carnal concern! 
How uninterrupted ready, how cheerful, unweas 
ried, and univerſal], thei 


holy converfation !“ 


3. In refpect of different degrees of grace, they are 


likened to men of a different age (c). Weak ſaints are 
called BABES and LITTLE CHILDREN. They cannot 


live comfortably without pleaſant frames. How apt to 
be eaſily toſſed to and fro, with temptations !' with eve- 


ry wind: of doctrine! How-weak: and unfit to digeſt and 


(a) Zech. xii- 8. (5) ibid. 1 Pet. i. 3. (c) 1 John ii. 12.— 14. 
. | | - fred 


eir ſervice to God and the Lamb! 
ce What manner of perſon ought. I then to be, in all. 
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feed on the deeper myſteries of God's word! or, with- 
out frequent ſtaggering, to continue in the courſe of 
their duty! Saints of a moderate ſtanding and experience 
in grace, are called YoUxNG Mxx; becauſe of their vi- 
gour; their alertnefs; and ability to attack and fight 
tlie good ght of faith, wich Satan, with their luſts, and. 
with a preſent evil world. And how upright their ſta- 
ure; their converſation! how heavenly ! how ready to 
run in the way of God's commandments? Aged emi- 
nent ſaints are. called FaTyzas. How multiphed their 
experience of Jefus' kindnets! How diſtinguiſſed their 
ſagacity in knowing his voice and way! How prudent 
their foreaght of danger; and ready hiding of themſelves 
under his wings! how tender their love to weak ſaints! 
How earneſt their endeavours to inſtruct, admoniſhs 
and give them an inviting pattern of goſpel-holineſs. 

4. In reſpect of different attainments, Saints are com- 
parable- to wou Ex of different ſtations in life (a). Young 
weak ſaints to vIRGins and DAVGH" v*s. Though 
their grace be real, yet how ſcanty their experience of 
Chriſt's power and love! How {mall their boldneſs and 
confidenee before him! How ready to be Daviſhly afraid, 
that every. trial ſhall fink them; every temptation ſe- 
duce them from Chriſt! Others of ſome ſtanding, to 
CONCUBINES: For, how legal their diſpoſition ! wt vr 
powerful their fpirit of bondage! How much influenced 
in duty by legal hopes of heaven, and ſervile fears of 
hell! How limited the beauty and cheerfulneſs of their 
ſpiritual practice! How few diſtinguiſhed: viſits and 
views of Jefusꝰ Jove they enjoy Strong, belie vers are com · 
parable to quEEns. In the y.. faith of therr mar- 
riage · relation to Chriſt, they dailgylive : How great is 
their familiar boldneſs, and ſweef%ggeir intimacy with 
him! How triumphantly free grade reigns in their 
heart! How glorious it renders them before God, and 
their fellow ſaints !—Be thou; my ſoul, one of thoſe. 

5. Saints in general are compared to womznx ()* 
for their beauty, as adorned with Jefus? righteouſneſs 
and grace; for their weaknefs ; their tender affe&tion-; 
their ſubject ion to manifold infirmities, e ubles, and 

(a) Song. vi. 8. 9. and i. 5- and ili. 11. (6, Song. I. 8. 10. 12, 
16. 17. and iii. 6. | | | 
dangers 
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dangers on earth. The human body, eſpecially of wo- 
men, in its members and adj ancts, is often uſed to re- 
_ preſent their endowments and conceris. Their head: 
upon them as Carmel, or crimjen (a), ſigniſies Chriſt 
himſelf as a lofty, a bleeding Redeemer ; or, their top 
grace of hope, founded in his blood, ſupported by faith 
as a neck, and animating their ſpirit, and preſerving it 
from finking ; and which looks at things that are bea- 
, venly, diſtant, and eternal. Their hair on their bead, 
as a fiock of goats, and as purple (6), may fignify 
their numerous, their beautiful, their adorning, though 
fmall, and ſelf- undervalued, hoiy thoughts, words, and 
deeds, that ſpring from Jeſus? fulneſs, aud our aſſured: 
hope of ſeeing him as he is. Their iche (c), repreſent the 
beauty and connection of their gracious exerciſes. Their 
ger (d), are their ſpiritual knowledge and their faith by 
which they diſcern ſupernatura]things, and are exceeding- 
ly beautified before God. Theſe are as dcves eyes, comes 
ly, chaſte, ar, fixed on Jeſus their huſband. Their 
eyes being within their locks, implies their modeſty ; 
and how unſeen their grace is to a carnal world. Their 
being in their bead (e), denotes the propriety, uſcful- 
neſs, and excellency of their knowledge. Their ears . 
denote their attention to, knowledge of, and obedience 
to, Chriſt's, voice, in his word. Their roſe like the 
tower of Lebanon looking towards Damaſcus (g), is their 
holy courage; their prudence, and their ſpirit ual diſcern» 
ing; wherchy their converfation is mightily adorned ; 
themſclves rendered ſtately, and majeſtic ; their worſt, 
their Syrian-like adverſaries are watched and diſmayed z: 
and their pleaſant favour of iuward grace is manifeſted. 
'The /aell of their noe like apples, imports, that they 
reliſn heavenly eee and that the exer- 
tion of their in ward grace in holy defires, edifying ſpeech, 
or uſeful converſation, is extremely agreeable to Chriſt 
and his people. Their cheeks and temples as a piece of 
a pomegranate (h), denote their holy bluſhing ; and their 
bumble, ſober, and chafte-converiatica ; waich in a di- 
Kingwibed manner adorn them. The rows of jewels, 
(a) Song. vii. 3. (/) Song. iv. 1. and vii. S. (e) Song vi. 7, 
(d) Song. iv. 1. and vii. 4. (e) Eccl. ii 14. (JJ) I. lv. 3. 
(s) Song: vii. 3. & (+) Song. i. 10. and iv. 32. 
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Via: (i) dong i. 10. (&) Plal. cxxix. 3. 
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on their checks (2), may ſignify the laws of Chriſt; 
which are exemplified, and his graces exerted, in their 
holy humble practice. Their m2uth being a deliver- 
er (5), imports, that by their prayer and godly inſtruc- 
tion, many are refined and preferved from ſnares aad 
trouble, Their wholeſome tongue being a tree »f 
life; health; honey and milk under their tongue; and 
their lips feeding many (e), imports, that, by their fer- 
vent ſupplications and ſpiritual conference, many are 
graciouſly quickened, refreſhed, healed, and nouriſhed ; 
and themſelves kept in vigour and health; and prepared 
for eternal life. Their /ips of knowledge and in- 
ſtruction, are as a precious jewel, or choice filver (d); 
comely, precious, and uſeful. Their words are as deep 
waters, very refreſhful and unnoiſy ; fitly and ſeaſon- 
ably ſpoken, they more adorn their life, and prove more 
beneficial to others, than apples of gold in pictures of fil. 
ver (e. Their lips are as a thread of ſcarlet (/) 2. 
their gracious converſe, their earneſt prayer, and grate- 
ful praiſe, turn upon Jeſus? bloody death; are preſent- 
ed to God throvgh his bleeding righteouſneſs; and are. 
a fure token of the ſoundneſs of their inner- man. Their 
teeth like an even ſhorn, newely waſhed, and fruitful 
flock (g), are their divinely- cleanſed faith, and ſpiritual 
meditation, whereby they chew the bread of lite, and: 
render themſelves truly holy, and fruitful in good works; 
or their koly, regular, and prudent zeal, by which they 
are active in raiſing up monuments of praiſe, and a feed 
to ferve the Lord Chriſt. Their nec (5), is their faith, 
by which they are united to the Redeemer as their head; re: 
ceive nouriſhment from him; and return their love and 
praiſ-s to him; and are excecdingly beautiſied before him. 
Fhe chains of gold about it (i), are the precious and ever- 
laſting promiſes which it embraceth; the bleſſings which it 


- receiveth ; the graces which it actuates; aid the gifts which 


it improves. "Their /houlder and back (A), are theirftrength 


and patience; or that whereinthey are expoſed to burdens, 


{courges, and ſuffering. The ir hands and fingers dropping. 


(a) Song i. 10. (b) Prox. xii. 6. (e) Prov-xv. 4 and xii 18. 
and x. 21. (d, Prov. xx. 5. aud x. 20. (e) Prov. xviii. 4. anck 
XX". It, (J] Zong iv. 3. (2) Song iv. 2. (5) Sung iv. 4 and 


with 


- 
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ewith fweet- ſmelling myrrh upon the handles of the lock( a), are 
their faith by which they touch, and receive Chriſt, and 
work by love; and which, — O with what refreſhful, and 
purifying virtue, —attempts to open the heart to him. 
Their breaſts like young rees, towers, or cluſters of 
grapes (6), are their love, their affection, and defire 
after Chriſt, and their edifying talk and conduct; 
whereby their ſoul is beautified, and endeared to Chriſt; 
and whereby others are refreſhed, helped, encourag- 
ed, and nouriſhed, with the /acere mill, and ſpiritual, 
wine of his word and grace. Betauiat their breaſts (c), 
is in their, heart, their moſt endeared embrace. Their 
heart it at their right hand (d); they execute their 
purpoſes with dexterity and diſpatch. Their merry = 
heart, or good conſcience, doth good like a medicine (e), 
promotes their ſoundneſs, and ſtrength, natural, chiefly } 
ipiritua}l, and eternal; and zs a continual feaſt, affords 
eminent and unceaſing ſatisfaction, joy, and pleaſure. 
Their bowels (/), are merey, kindneſs, Jong-ſuffering, 
gentleneſs. Their belly lite an heap of wheat, ſet about 
with lilies (g), may denote their particular application 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and feeding on him for ſpiritual nou- 
riſhment ; and their tender concern to bring forth, and 
win others to him; both which are eminently and plen- 
tifully connected and adorned with ſolid, ſavoury, and 
flouriſhing promiſes and fruits. Their navel as a round 
goblet full of liquor (H), may fignity their ever- receiving 
appetite and deſire after Jeſus Chrift ; whereby nouriſh- 
ment 1s conveyed to their tender grace. The joints of 
their thighs like curicus jewels (i), are their valuable, 
their h T, principles of faith and love; which being cu- 
110uſly framed by the Redeemer, enable them with de- 
cency, pleaſure, and exactneſs, to walk in his ways. 
Their /eet (4), denote their affections, and well ordered 
converſation : their hes on their feet, denote the goſpel 
of peace, as it were fupporting, animating, and inter- 
woven with their affections and practice; 8 with ſpi- 
ritual freedom, ccurage, and ſafety, they may walk by 
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(e) Song v. 5. (5) Song vii. 3. 8. and viii. 10. (c) Song 
» 23. (4) Eccl. 3. 2. C(e) Prov. xvii. 22. nd xv. is. () Col. 
Hi 12. (g) Song vii... (6) Song vii. 2. (i) Song vii. 1. 
E, Song vii. 1. | | | 
| goſpel- 
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goſpel-influence, and according to goſpel-rule. Their 
feet only need ty be waſhed (a); the juſtification of their 

erſon is at firit complete; but the gutlt of daily fing 
in their ſoul and practice, ever needs to be. waſhed away. 
But the waſhing of feet, pled in excuſe, for not readily 
receiving of Chriſt (5), is indifference about goſpe]- 
truth, and wearineſs of ſpiritual exerciſe. The ſaints 
being black, but comely ; the faireſt amsng women (c), 
imports, that though in their own view, though in them- 
ſelves, and as ſurrounded with infirmities and trouble, 
they be unſightly, yet, as adorned with Jeſus righteouſ- 


neſs and grace, and in his kind eſtimation, they are ex- 


ceeding comely and beautiful. Their glorious garments, 
wrought with embroidery of gold, and / fine linen (d), 
are his righteouſneſs and grace ; and the holy converſation 
founded thereon. Tt is their converſation- garment they 
abaſh and make clean in the bloed of the Lamb (e); by 
N it as the ſole ground of their hope, of their 
pardon, ſalvation, and acceptance with God. But the 
putting off the coat, which indiſpoſeth them to receive 
Chriſt (/ is indifference about him and his righteouſ- 
neſs, leaving off firſt love to him, neglect of command - 
ed duty, inclination to carnal eaſe, and ſpiritual fleep. 
Unfaithful miniſters tale away the ſaints vail from 
them (g): they expoſe their infirmities; deny them the 
faithful preaching of imputed righteouſneſs ; corrupt 
them from the ſimplicity of truth; and draw them to a 


compliance with the ſuperſtitious devices of men. Their 


borders of gold and ftuds of filver, for their robes (5), are 
the precious and permanent bleflings, graces, and gifts, 
which flow from their Mediator's righteouſneſs ; and 
which ſhine in their holy converſation, Their green 
bed (i), is the comely, the refreſhful, the flouriſhing and 
fruitful church, new covenant, ſcriptures, ordinances, 
and peculiar fellowſhip with Chriſt. Their perfumes (4), 
are the graces given them. The church below, the hea» 
vens above, are their houſe, and reſidence (/). Their 


(a) John xiii. 10. (5; Song v. 3. (e) Song i. 5. 8. (4) Pal. 
XIV. 13. 14. (e) Rev. vii. 14. (J) Song v. 3. (g) Song v. 7 
% Song i. 11. (i Song i. 16. ( Seng ii s. (7) Song 
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heart, and the taſk of duty aſſigned them, are the vine- 


yard appointed to their care (a). 


6. The ſaints are compared to ROYAL PERSONS, {7/955 


queens, princes, Princeſſes (b). Begotten of God, the 


King of all the earth: begotten of Jeſus, the King of 
Kings, by the travail of his ſeul ; they poſſeſs royal blood, 
are partakers of a divine nature, endowed with a living 
principle of grace derived from Chriſt ; are royally edu- 


cated at his ſchool of ſacred iufpiration, ſpiritual influ- 


ence, and ſanctified trouble; are diſpoſed to a free, a ge- 
nerous, and princely ſervice of him; are married to him 
in the day of his power; and from him receive their 
honour, their fulnefs, and their title to an endleſs crown. 
How royal their appare/ of imputed righteouſneſs! im- 


' Planted grace! and holy converſation ! How royal their MF 
nourichment of his fleth and blood; of all the fulneſs of 


God! How royal their palace of his inviſible church, his 
celeſtial manhon ! How royal their chariot of the new 
covenant and goſpel of God! How royal their re/? in 
his well-guarded bed! How royal their guard of divine 
attributes, holy angels, and faithful miniſters! How 
royal their anction of the Holy Ghoſt, to conſecrate and 
furniſh them for their work! How royal the croaun of 
divine Joving-kindneſs and tender mercy, which they 
wear, and the triple crow? of glory, life, and righteouſ- 
neſs, which they expect! How royal their Ehrone, being 
raiſed up together, and made to fit together in heaven- 
ly places, in, and with Chriſt Jeſus! How royal their 


council, the ADORED THREE ſpeaking in the fcripture-! 


How royal their heart! ſet upon things above, and not 


upon things of the earth How royal and extenſive their 


influence in managing and protecting the world, ruling 


the nations with a rod of iron, bearing rule over their 


own ſpirit, and conquering Satan and their -Juſts !—Oo 
marvellous, that by the grace of God I am what I am! 
7. They are a KOYAL PRIESTHOOD (c). Moſt ho- 


nourably, by the ſprinkling of Jefus* blood, by the re- 


ceived fulneſs of his Spirit, arethey conſecrated, and ſet 
apart to the ſervice of God! and appointed to draw near 


to him, and through his Son, offer ſacrifices of prayer, 
(a) Song. 7 6. and viii. 12. 7 Rev. i. 6. Pal. Iv. 9. 13. 16. 


(c) 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


and 
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and praiſe, of holy ſervices, and broken hearts; and if 
called, of their life, for the honopr of his name. 

8. They are called pxorneTS (a). They know much 
of God's mind in compariſon of others ; and faithfully 
ought they to declare it unto others : Chiefly about fu- 
ture things are they concerned ; and from infpired reve- 
lation, have they a ſolid and certain knowledge thereof. 

They are called a CHosEN GENERATION, Or KIN- 
DED (5). In Chriſt, before the world began, Jexovan 
choſe, and ordained chem to eternal life. By his grace 


| | te renders them choice and excellent. Of his own will, 
by the ſoul-travail of his Son, and the regenerating in- 


fluence of his Spirit, he begets them again; eſpouſeth 
them to Jeſus, as their e and brother; adopts 
them into his family, and conftitutes them fellow - mem- 


bers with angels and ranſomed men. Thou haſt not, 


ray ſoul, firſt choſen him, but he hath choſen thee. 

10. They are called a hour NATION (c). In whole 
they are a very numerous body, and cloſely connected, 
»:embers one of ansther. Unfailing faith in a Redeemer, 
and unceaſing love to one another, being their bonds of 
union, how firm and laſting is the duration of their body ! 
Chriſt is their King in the midf of them, and their am- 
baſſador at the court of heaven. Fellowſhip with him, 
receiving out of his fulneſs, and loving one another, are 
their gainful traffic. Angels, and implanted graces, are 
their armies, Divine attributes and promiſes, are their 


ſtrong holds and fortifications. Reſiſtance of fin, Satang 


and the world, is their warfare. The heavenly oracles 
are their laws. Attendance on divine worſhip and ſer- 
vice, their tribute. And how holy are they in their 


birth; their ſtate 3 their Kaen er purpoſes ; b 


and converſation! 

11. They are called a rFα IAA peoPLE (). What 
a numerous, a flourithing body, whom God hath made 
the objects of his peculiar love l whom he hath purcha- 
fed with the peculiar price of the blood of his Son ! 


* 


whom he ſubdues to himſelf, by a peculiar warfare of 


Kindneſs and mercy * whom he hath enriched with pe- 


| culiar bleſſings ! whoſe hearts are inhabited by pecuhar 


{1) Pal. cv. 15. 1 John ii. 20. 27. ( 1 * Us ge (9 1 1 Pet. 
1. 9. (4) 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
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gueſts; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt! whom God hath. 


formed for himſelf, to ſhew forth his peculiar praiſe! 
whom he watches over, day and night, with peculiar 
care! and prepares for, and aſſures of peculiar manſions 
pt joy ! Aud O how different their pedigree ; their foun- 
dation; ther government; their ſpirit ; their way; 
their end; from that of the men of this world! 
12. They are a people that DWELL ALONE (a). In 
God's predelining purpoſe, they have a diſtinct ſitua- 
tion and place. They alone are ſet as a ſeal on Jeſus? 
heart and arm. They alone are within the bond of the 
new covenant, and pale of the inviſible church: And 
it is yours, ye ranſomed, to avoid all unneceſſary inti- 
macy with carnal men; to fludy a contrariety of con- 
duct; and to ſeek the unknown, but happy attain- 
ment of fecret fellowſhip with God. Let me live a- 
lone from the worid : but Jet the Father and the Son 
come unto me, and manifeſt themſelves to my foul. 

13. They are CITIZENS and FELLOW-CITIZENS with 
the ſaints (4). Solemn is their admiſhon into the viſi- 
ble church. Glorious are their privileges: thæy are the 
objects of Heaven's diſtinguiſned care. Great is their 
goſpel- freedom from the law as a covenant, and from 
the yoke of human impoſitions; gainful their traffic with 
Chriſt ; great their honour in bearing his image and 
badge; comely their order; binding their common laws; 
Arict their connection; and tender their care, one of an- 
other: peculiar the right of their feed to an intereſt in 
Heaven's diflinguiſhed benefits. They are citizens of 
the church-triumphant ; their burgesſhip, their conver- 
lation, is in heaven. They are born from above; have 
their names written in heaven, in the Lamb's book of 
life: Being made free by the Son, they are free indeed. 
Their flock, their treaſure, their heart are in heaven: in 
heavenly things they trade; in good and perfect things 
that come from above: they ſet their affections on theſe 
things that are above, where Jeſus is at the right hand 
of God. Shortly ſhall THERE be their endleſs reſidence; 
they ſhall ſce the King in his beauty, and dwell in his pre- 
Fence. —Canſtthou, my ſou}, inſtruct thy celeſtial lineage ; 
Peak the heavenly dialect of cordial praiſe ? Is the tick- 
(% Numb. zxiii. 9. (6) Eph. ii. 19. Phil. iii. 2 0. 


et, 
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et, the evelaſting covenant, laid up in my heart, as ai/ 
my ſalvation, and all my defire ? | | 
14. *Phey are repreſented as an HOUSEHOLD and FA- 
„E (a). How, being gathered, protected, and ruled 
by God, they dwell together in unity! How cloſely 
joined in Chriſt; in God, their habitation! How bound 
ard diſpoſed to promote one another's welfare and joy! 
They are the 9u/hold of God, made, collected, owned, 
rovided for, employed, and governed by him to his own 
glory. They are the houſehold of faith. By the grace 
or faith they credit, and contend earneſtly for the doc- 
lige of faith once delivered to the ſaints. By theſe 
things they live; and in them be the life of my ſoul. 
15, They are repreſented as cH1LDREN of God (5). 
By him they are adopted. Of bim their new man is 
ſpiritually begotten and born. His image is engraven, 
his name called upon, and his Spirit put within them. 
Dearly he loves them. Every thing neceſſary for time 
and eternity, he provides for them. In every danger he 
rotects; in every part of conduct, in every good word 
and work, he directs them: and for their faults, chiefly 
their tubbornnefs, he corrects them. Their prayers he 
hears ; their ſuits he grants. They are heirs of God, and 
joint heirs wwith Chrift, It is theirs to be humble, teach- 
able, and obedient before hlm: — Theirs to inmitate 
him in mercy, in meekneſs, in holinefs, righteouſneſs ; — 
Theirs to hate what he hates; to love what he loves: 
Theirs to incline to abide in his family; dwell in his 
preſence z and ſeek after the moſt intimate fe!Jowſhip 
with him, It is theirs to know, eſteem, love, delight in 
him, as their Father; and to take pleaſure in his word 
his ordinances, and people: Theirs to be grieved and 
concerned when he is diſhonoured, or his church op- 
preſſed or polluted. Are thefe things, my ſoul, found 
in thee? Am I certainly a child of God by faith in 
Chrift Jeſus? : 1 „ 
16. Saints are compared to BABES (c). In them- 
felves how excceding helpleſs, weak, and infignificant ! 
How expoſed to danger ! but wonderfully protected and 
prelerved by God. In what imperfe& degree, they 


(4) Eph. ii. 20. Gal. vi. 10. () Rom. viii. 17. ſe Matt h. 
N here 


i. 25. 1 Pet. ii. 1. 
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here poſſeſs all the graces of the perfeQ, the glorified 


faints! How native; how earneft, their inclination to 
pray; to fuck /e fncere milk of God's word! How 
carefully, by Chriſt, by his angels, and miniſters, are 
they watched, guided, and guarded! If not hindered 
by their peeviſh temper, how quick is their ſpiritual 


growth, about the time of their heavenly birth! How | 


innocent, meck, harmleſs, and humble they are; How 
candid and fincere in their faith; their love; their Chri- 
itian profcſſion, and holy obedience ! Except, my foul 
thou become as a little child, theu ſhalt in no wiſe en- 
ter into the Eingdom of heaven. | 

17. They are called SONS 3 HEIRS ; FIRST- BORN (). 
For a time indeed they ecntinue in a low condition, and 
retain much of the Spirit of bondage; but ſolemnly are 
they ſeparated to the ſervice of God, as his peculiar pro- 
Perty. How bleed are they with all the belt bleſſings 
of his righteouſneſs, his grace, and ſalvation. How 


1 


princely and exalted is their dominion over the reſt of | 


the world! What a ſubſlantial blefiing and bonour are 
they to them. low ſure and ſweet is their title to the 
everlaſting wheritance. Rejoice, wy ſoul, I am an heir 


af God, ard joint heir with Chriſt: nor can fins, nor 
devils, nor wicked men, difinherit me. God is my Fa- 


ther, my tutor, my ALL. His covenant is my charter; 


thrice ſurei than heaven or earth. 


18. They are called DAUGHTERS; VIRGINS ; 8I- | 
£TERS of Chriſt (5). How weak in themſelves! How 


expoled to danger and infirmity! How engaging their 
ſpiritual comelineſs! How glorious their apparel of im- 
puted righteouſneſs, implanted grace, and holy conver- 
ation! How fingle their love to Jeſus Chriſt! How 


chaſte their adherence to him! How found and uncor- 
rupt in the faith! How Gncere in their worſhip! How | 
pure in their heart and life! How candid their care to 
avoid temptations to, and appearances of evil! How &f- | 


poſed to bluſh at the beſt of their ſervices ! Inferior, in- 
&ced, in every reſpect, they are to Chriſt; but being 
gotten of the ſame Father, children in the fame fa- 


M1 


y, they partake of the ſame human nature with lum ; | 


(a) Gal. iv. 4. 5. 6. Heb. xii. 23, (% Song i. 3- 5- and | 
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asd new-covenart bleſſings, they are nouriſhed, 


| are clothed. 
rected, protected, and perſefted. 
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have his image on them; are nearly connected with, 
dearly be loved, and tenderly cared, and provided for, by 
him. They are daughters of Feruſalem, children of Zion. 
In the true church, they are born ; and by means of her 


| ordinances and miniſters; is their ſpiritual birth accom- 


pliſhed. On her ſpiritual proviſion of goſpel-truths, 
Witly 
the garments of ſalvation, divinchy granted to her, they 
In her they abide ; and are governcd, di- 
If I am ſuch, why 
Riould I wear the attire of an barlot? why whoriſhly 
turn aſide by the flocks of thy companions ?—When, O 
my Brother, ſhall I 6nd thee without, on thy great 


white throne, that I may kiſs thee, may embrace thee, 


and not be aſhamed ? When ſhall T come to the Jeruſa- 
lem above, which is the mother of us all? When ſhall we, 
the ranſomed of the Lord, return and come to Zion, 
with ſongs, and everlaſtipg joy on our heads, and forrow” 
and ſighing flee away? 

19. They are CHILDREN OF PROMISE (a). From 
eternity their birth, their life, their endleſs fcheity, was 
promiſed to cur adored Redeemer, Not by natural in- 
fluc nee, but by the gofpel- promiſes and fulneſs thereof, 
are they ſpixitually begotten, born, ſuckled, nouriſhed,: 
directed, ſupported, carried, healed, revived, reſtored, 
comforted, and fanftified. And highly they eſteem and 
delight in the promiſes. Let theſe thy words be found 
by me; let me eat them; and let them be 79 me the 
Jey and rejoicing of my heart. Never let me forget thy ; 


ftatutes, for by them thou haſt quickened me. 


29. They are called Chriſt's ssED, the TRAavait of * 
bis foul (5). By his infinite labour and ſuffering, and 
from his fulneſs of virtue and grace, they are brought 
forth unto God. His honour they repretent.; his name 
they continue; and to all generations, they are the joy 
and rejoicing of his heart. On the very ſubſtance of his 
perſon, his fleſh and blood, that he gives for the life of 
the world, he feeds and nouriſheth their ſoul. —Lord Je- 
fus, am I fo dear to thee ?: am the offspring of thy 
love ; thy blood; thy grace? Deteſted then be my 
heart, if it love father, or mother, more than _ 

(% Gal. iv. 28. (6) If. liii. nr 
„ 21. Sainte 
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21. Seints are called RTR EX (c), In the ſame 


| purpoſe of God, all of them are choſen. All of them 


bave God for their Father; the church for their mo- 
ther; Chriſt for their elder brother. Their grace, their 
profeſſion, their practice, is fimilar. Their love is mu- 
tual. They are Chri/t's brethren: they have one Fa- 
ther with him. They are incffably near to him, and 
precious in his ſight. In fo far as their finite nature ad- 
mits, they ſhare with him in his grace, his office, and 
work. How quickly, my Lord, ſhall J hear-thee ſay, 
% Inaſmuch as ye did it to the lcaſt of theſe my bre- 
thren, you did it unto me.“ | a : 

22. They are Chriſt's RIDE and $yOvUsE (a). In 
infinite kindneſs he chooſeth them for himſelf. Hearti- 
Iy and deliberately they accept of lim, as their head and 
huſband. All their ſinful debt was charged upon him; 
and he, by his obedience and ſufferings, anſwered for it. 
Highly be loveth; faithfully be dwells in, tenderly be 
fympathizeth with; ſufficiently he provides for; fully 
be protects them. How deep is his intereſt and con- 
cern in their perſons, graces, temptations, and troubles. 
How glorious is their intereſt in his perſon, kis righte- 


ouſoefs, honour, and fulneſs. How highly they eſteem:; 


tenderly they love; ardently they dejire ; humbly. they 
ſerve him; and hardly do they. bear his frowns! How 
mutug] is their joy and rejoicing ever one another! 
How mindful are both of ther marriage contract, the 


eovenart cf peace ! By diftiaguiſhed fellowſhip with him, 


they become fruitful in the works of righteenineſs.. 
Openly, before angels ard men, fſhail their nuptials, at. 
the end, be celebrated. Then ſnall they enter into the 
palace of the King, and ſhall abide.. © Blefied are they, 
who. are called to this eternal marmage-ſupper of the 
Lamb ;” and who the Lamb himſelf maketh ready.— 
Bleſſed for ever be the Lord, that. neither meanneſs, nor 

uilt, nor vileneſs, nor infamy, nor devils, nor death, 
could ſtop, or can break my marriage to him! He be- 
trotked me to himſelf for ever; yea, ketrothed me. to 
him, in righteouſneſs and in judgment, in loving- kind- 


nes and in mercies. Ye finful, ye unprofitable, ye in- 


7 


famous: 


(4) Jobn xx. 17- ( Rev. xix. ). Song v. 1. 


- 
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famous men, n will, let him come te the mar- 
riage. 
23-4 hey are compared to RETURNING PRODIGALS(2 ), 
Receiving from God mary noble endowments, time, ta- 
lents, opportunities, how they ruſh into apoſtacy from 
bim! and waſte theſe gifts in ſoul-ruining fellowſhip 
with Satan and his agent ts! When by trouble, and by 
ſharp conviction, they are forced to conſider their caſe; 
nothing ſpiritually good they have, er can do. No 
more pleaſure in fin, or in creatures, can they find. 
Now the moſt urgent neceſſity, accompanied with an 
attractive perſuaſion of God's all · ſufficiency and readi- 
neſs to help, determines them to attempt an humble 
return to him as their Saviour and Maſter, and a can- 
did confeſſion of their ſin, and earneft ſupplication fer 
mercy. How the all-grecious Father, his bowels cf 
compaſſion, yearn towards them! How, in their diſtant, 
their lothſome, their dreadful condition, he in mercy 
runs to meet them * With what arms of mercy he em- 
braceth them l with what kifles of forgiving love he melts 
their heart, and, determines it to a truly gofipel- repen- 
tance, and confeſſion of fin ! By the miniſtrʒ of the word 
2 Spirit, how gracioufly he decks them with the 52 
ole of imputed righteouſneſs ; adorns them with the 
2 of his everlaſting favour, Spirit, and grace; 
feaſts and nouriſheth their ſoul with the ſweet, the ten- 
der, the all- fattening fleſh and blood of bis ſacrificed 
Son! What unending joy now commenceth among di- 
vine perſons and holy angels; that fallen men, utterly 
loſt, as to ſafet y, happineſs, or uſefulneſs, are recovered ! 
thoſe dead in treſpaſſes and fins are * and e- 
fpouſed to Chrifl! 
24. Peeviſh ſaints much reſemble the prodigal's EL» 


DER BROTHER (6b). Being divinely preſerved from the 


more ſcandalous crimes, and ferving God from their 
youth, in a tender and unbleameable practice; ; how ſin- 
fully they ſometimes fret at ſxnavan's ſovereign con- 
duct, in giving new!y-converted profligates ſurpriſin 


meaſures of grace, ſurpriſingly familiar intimacy wit 


himſelf; while he rarely beſtows on themſelves, ſuch. 

ſenſible experience of his love, as exhilarates their heart, 

(A) Luke xv. 10. —24. 0 Luke xv. 25.—32 · 1. 
un 
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and determines them wah pleaſure to talk of his ous 
neſs! Alas! ye froward, when will ye grow wiſe ? 
Thonld your eve be evil, becauſe God 1s good Do you 
well to be angry, that cc where fin abounded, grace 
did much more abound ?” 

25. The ſaints are compared to purcrs (a). En- 
dowed with wiſdom, power, and authority, they ſet 


' themſelves for the defence of the heavenly ſtatutes. 


By ſelf examination they judge themfelves, that they be- 
not condemned with the world. By their found prin- 
cipals, and holy lives, they condemn the world that li- 
eth in wickedneis. At laſt they ſhall fit as aſſcſſors with: 
Chriſt in the nal judgment of evil angels and wicked 
men. — Shall this, Lord, be my honour, who have ſo 
often yielded to Satan, and de filed myſelf with his 
ORE agents on earth! 

They are called wiTxNEssE 5 (3). Having ta/t- 
ed es the Lord 1s Cracious; having heard his voice, 
ſeen his glory, and his mighty deeds; they. bear wit- 
neſs, that he is God: all. ſufficient, poſſeſſed of every per- 
fection, and ſuited to every caſe. Having ſeen the Son,, 
believed on him, and handled the word of life, they 
teſtify, that he is the divinely-ſent, the able, the ever- 
ready and compaſſionate Saviour of the world. Ha- 
ving ſeen an end of all perfection, and felt the unſolidity” 
and evil of the world, they declare, that © vanity of 


e all that omerh is vanity and vexatian of ſpi- 


HFaving felt their heart, and ſeen their life, they 
ave the former to be“ dEceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked ;” and the latter, in its beſt eſtate, 
but filthy rags. Having felt the virtue of Jeſus? word, 
they teſtify, that his law 1s the truth; %% goſpel the 


power of God unto ſalvation ; 577 daten ſpiri- 


tual, holy, juſt, and good.“ Faithfully they bear wit - 


neſs, even againſt themſelves. Boldly they often finiſh 
their teſtimony, reſſſi unts blood, ftriving againſt in.“ 


—Abide, my ſoul, by the truth, and the truth hall 


| m thee free. 


They are compared to aich MEN and NOBLES (c). 
* honourably begotten of the © everlaiting Father, 


poſſeffor of heaven and earik!““ Chrift, and all things 


(-) x Cor, vi. 2. 3. C) 16 $1131, 10. C) Rev. iii. 19. Pfal. Al v. 16. 
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in him, are N wealth, their treaſure. | How glorious 
their apparel ofhis righteouſueſs and grace! How orna- 
mented with his Spirit, his love! How liberally educa» 
ted at his ſchaol, and taught to profit! How pompous 
their r1-ling in his new-covenant chariot, on his white 
lerſer, his lips, Nr promiſes, and in eompany with 


lim their Kino ! They indeed love to work righteouſ- 


neſs ; but live not by their labours, but on God, as their 
inheritance, their portion ; on the delicate proviſion of 
Je us' fleſn and blood. How gcodly their dwelling | 
the Moit High is their habitation. How numerous 
their attendants; angels and men! Row readily eve 
thing works for their good! What burdens of labeur, 
difficulty, and trouble, they can ſuſtain, without being 
rendered wretched or miſerable! How well they can 
forbear their full portion, till the end of time! How . 
exalted their fellow ſhip with divine perſons; with an- 


gels and ſaints! How the view of their wealth embold- 


ens them to approach the throne of Free the commu- 
nion of faints; and the manſions of bliis! and roughly to 
reſiſt temptations from fin, Satan, and the world! 
What am I, or what is my father's houſe, that God 
hath brought me hitherto ; reiſed m e out of the N 
hill, and made me to fit with Princes! 

28. They are called pook. or PCOR IN SPIRIT (2). 
Not only are they generally poor in worldly eireumſtan- 
ces; and all, in themſelvcs, deſtitute and deſpicable be- 
fore God; but how unwortliy, wretched, and polluted, 
in their own eyes ! What ftudents of contentment with 
a low condition in the world ! With what humility, they 
look on all their righteouſneſs as loſs and dung ; reckon 
themſelves leſs than the leaſt of all God's mercies ; leſs 


than the leaſt of all ſaints; and the chief of finners ! 


With what cheerful pleaſure, they live ſolcly on the free, 
the ſovereign grace of God in Chriſt; and reckon it 
their great honour and happineſs, to be the eternal dy- 
vors thereof :— Let greedy ſwords fight on for wealth; 
] can be poor: but, Lord, 1 beg to lit, and ſup, ard 
imie with thee. 

29. They are compared to four and tat 5 ELDERS, 
crowned and ſurrounding he throne of God (e); be- 


(-) Pfal. Iaviiie 10 Match. v. 3. (4) Re iv. 4 21 d v. 8. 9. 10. 
1533 | cauſe 
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cauſe of their gravity, their wiſdom, their power, and 
authority. They are a people near unto God, and ein- 
ployed in the molt humble and unceafing adoration of 
him. And is not their faith founded on the doctrint 
of the “ prophets and twelve apoſtles of the Lamb?“ 
Thrice bleſſed are the poor in Nh ; nf theirs is the 
crown of glory, the kingcom of heave 

. They are compared to naxrzzxs Farping awith 
their harps, and inping a new ſong, which none but 
themſelves can learn (a). How ſkitully 5 how ſweetly 


they ſing of mercy and judgment! Knowing that all 


things flow from reveeming love, and work for theit 
eternal advantage; in every thing they give thanks. 
How cordially ; how pleaſ:ntly they praiſe their loving, 
their eternal (Alx; their endlefs ALL; in fine, their 
Gop !—Am l redeemed ; redeemed to him; redeemed 
with blond divine? O may I loſe my uſcleſs tongue, 
when it forgets togpraile ! | 

31. They arc compared to MERCHANTS (5). Chriſt 
the pearl of great price, the fine gold, the treaſure hid 
in the field of revelation, they ſeck out, buy, deliberately 
accept of, as their own ; the gift of God to them. The 
truth they buy; deliberately credit; and, at the hazard 
ef every thing dear in a world, retain. The time they 
redeem, they carefully improve, becauſe the days are 
evil. With wiſdom, with care, with pleaſare, with de- 


fire, and hope of endleſs advantage, they deal in ſpiritual 


and heavenly things. With knowledge and deliberation, 
they commiſfion them by prayer; bring them home by 
faith; and receive them hem with much affection, and joy 
of the Holy Ghei. Cheerfully they give their bill, their 
determined purpoſe, in his ſtrength, to render unto God 
thanks for all his mercies. Grace, glory, God himſelf, 
in all his fulnefs, is the ſudject of their traffic. Fray, 
evithout money and without price, is the heaven fixed rate 
of every—commodity. Chritt is their factor in the far, 
tlie heavenly, country. Prayers and ſupplications, with 
ſtrong cries and tears, are their letters of trade. Exceed- 

ng great and precious promiſes are their invoice; their 
Þ: j of lading. Divine vrdinances are the port, the 


(a) Rev. xiv. 2. (9) Matth. x1it. 5 Rev. iii 18. 
exchange, 
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exchange, the market, where they carefully attend. 
Faith in the promiſe is the ſhip, the porter, which brings 
home their goods to their ſoul. A conſcience purged 
in Jeſus' blood is their accomptant. Their underſtand- 
ing and memory are their journal and ledger. Self- ex- 
amination is their inventery of their ſtock, their ſtating 


of accompts. Improving of grace received, in holy and 


beneficent exerciſes, is their ſale. Carefully ought they 
to keep diſtinct records of the true ftate and frame of 
their ſoul, and of God's mercies to them, and their ſins 
againſt him. Speedily ought they to pay their vows, 
their bills of gratitude. As their trade proſpers or lan- 
guiſheth, they ought to rejoice, or mourn.— Learn, my 
ſoul, this gainful bufinets ; this trade, making many, 
making all its ufers rich; this trade, that can never be 
hart by the number of ſharers; this trade, for which diſ- 
appointments, ſtraits, poverty, and guilt, may be im- 
proved, as a qualification. 
- 32, They are compared to SOLDIERS (a). In the 
day of power, they are enliſted under Jeſus? banner; 
brought into the bond of his covenant ; clothed with 
the livery of his imputed righteouſneis, his implanted 
ace, aud of an holy converſation ; and armed with 2% 
whole armour of God, with the girdle of truth, the breaft= 


| pate of rightecujneſs, the che, of ſettled goſpel - princi- 
| ples, the 5hicid ef faith, the helmet of the hope of ſalvation, 


the inſpired ſwsrd of the Spirit, and the artillery of a 
prayer 5 which they are to keep undamaged, and ready 
ou every occaſion. Ir is theirs to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
from others; to moderate their affect ions and care about 
worldly things; to ceaſe from their former ſinful and 
tgal labours; and, with ſinglenefs of heart, with pru- 
dence, patience, ſubmiſſion, courage, care, and activity, 
to follow the Captain of their ſalvation in their reſpec- 
tive ſtations; to know his word; without heſitation o- 
bey his eommand; endure hardſhip; eſpy the firata- 
gems, watch the mot ions of ſpiritual enemies; improve 
every advantage againſt them; ihew no pity to any 

them; but, by means of Jeſus? death, believed with ap- 
plication, reſiſt Satan; crucify and kill the body of ſin, 
vlt its affections and luſts. Ye foldiers of the Lamb, 


( Eph. vi. 15.— 19. 
be, 
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be flrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might 5 en- 1 


courage yourſelves in your leader; in the certainty of - 
your victory ; and the-reward of your warfare, Never 2 
deſert your divine, your gracious commander; nor his WM u 


ſtandard of truth. Never yield to a ſpiritual foe ; g 5 
the devil, and he will flee from you ; reſiſt unto blood, fri- h 
ving againſt in: count not your life dear unto you, 
that you may finiſh your courſe with joy; fght the got WM 

fight of faith ; lay hold on eternal life. Though your h 
enemies be many, be ſtrong, and lively, there are more 


with you, than with them: ſtronger is he that is in you, 1 
than he that is in the world. — Be then the day of war, 
the ſeaſon of my ſoul. LL 2 ua” 4 
33. They are compared to waTCHMEN (a). In their -/ 
| reſpective towers and ſtations they wait upon, and watch Py 
* for God, more than they that watch for the morning. 8 
| Carefully they obſerve the approach of ſpiritual danger, d 
and cryſto the Lord for relief. It is yours, ye ranſom- c. 
ed, to watch unto prayer, and other duties; to wait, W © 
to prepare for, and lay hold on every opportunity there- H n 
of; to watch in duty, keep your heart, in its diſpoſi- | ir 
tion and aims, becauſe ou? of it are the ifſues of life; and # vx 
to watch for the anſwer of prayer, and fruit of good B 
works. It is yours, to watch againſt the Pall ene tl 
and his ſerpentine agents: to watch with Jeſus as your t. 
= Lord, your defence, pattern, companion, and guide : g 
to watch for him, coming in the Spirit, and in the Ci 
clouds ; for bleſſed are they, whom, at his coming, he ir 


hall find auatehing.— L iſten, my ſoul, the Maſter cometh ; ft 
the Judge ſtandeth at the door; gird up thy loins; watch 

and be ſober: watch with bim thy one hour of life: 2 
watch and pray, that thou enter not into temptation, et 
34. They are compared to wRESTLERS (5). Being g 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt,” and fiſted in the view at 
of angels and men, they wreſtle with profane perſons, ri 
teſtifying againſt, and oppoling their wickedneſs, and th 
patiently enduring their repreach and perſecution. They g 


— ——ůð* ES — „ 


wreſtle with perſons heretical and erroneous; watching ra 
againſt their ſnares, re futing their error, and endea- c} 
vouring to cenſure them on its account: They wreſtle th 


with evil angels, and ſinful Juſts : hating, reſiſting, cry- xi 
(2) Pſal. cxxx. 5. 6. Prov. vi. 23. (6) Eph. vi. 12. 
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ing for deliverance from them, and ſtudying to have 
eveiy inward corruption utterly deſtroyed. In humble 
aud earneſt ſupplication, they wrellle with God: taking 
hold of his ſtrength, pleading his promiſe, aud relyiag 
on the blood and interceſſion of his Sen, they inſiſt for 
his favours, and refufe to let him go till he bleſs them. 
— Be thou, my ſoul, fſtrong in the grace that is in 
XZ Chriſt Jeſus.” Let no diſcouragement drive thee from 

| his mercy-ſeat. Fill thy mouth with arguments, even 
with thy need, thy guilt, thy"perverſneſs ; order thy 
cauſe before him. - DNTSQUEUY e n 

35. They are compared to warkzas (4a). Being 
divinely brought into Jeſus he way of holineſ7, in which 
the way-faring man ſball not err, in the fight, in the 0 
company, under the awe, and with a regard to the 
glory of God; iu the continued application of a Re- 
deemer's blood; in the ſtrength of the grace daily re- 
1- MF ceived out of his fulneſs ; under the conftraining power 
ty of his love; they, — with great pleafure and healthful- 
- \ neſs, follow his pattern, - obey his law, make progreſs 
.in goſpel- holineſs, diſtance from fin, Satan, and an evil 


d IF world, meetneſs for, and nearneſs to the celeſtial glory. 
d Being brought at laſt into the manſions of happineſs, 
8 they, with unceaſing pleaſure, peace, purity, honour and 

Ir triumph, for ever attend the Lamb of God, in all his 
: lorious diſcoverics of himſelf. — My foul, having © re. 
e ceived the Lord Jeſus, walk in him; walk up and down - 


2 in his name; walk humbly with thy God;“ at laſt thou 
. ſhalt walk with him in auhite; for in him thou art worthy. * 
h = 36. They are compared to aun AS of a race (5): * 
: Encompaſſed with fo great a chud, a multitude of witheſ- 
ls es; animated by the example of Chriſt, and his now* 
glorified followers ; excited by the view of God, angels 
and men; they, in the moſt exact, thoughtfal; hos" 
rious, and diligent manner, begin, proſecute, and fili 
their courſe of holy exerciſe. Lo ſueeeed, my ſou}, be- 
gin it, as early as poſſible. | Put on the light, the pliant 
robet of Jeſus righteouſneſs and grace. Be thou wholly, 
1 thy joints, thy prineiples of action, anointed with 
the Holy Ghoſt. Lay afide every weight of guilt, an- 
xious care, and ſinful affection. And particularly, thy 
Ca) Zech. x. 13. (65) Heb. xii. 1. n 
es; Q evil 
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: evil heart of unbelief and thy predominant luſts. Be- 


ware of „ ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs ; be not high- 
minded, but fear.“ Ever fix thine eye on Jeſus as thy 
way, thy pattern; on his law as thy rule; on his Spi- 
11t as thy guide; on death as thy goal; on endleſs fe- 


licity as thy prize. Stumble at no temptation, afflic- 


tion, reproach, preſecution, deſertion, or inward weak- 
neſs; but with integrity, vigour, and unwearied dili- 
gence, proceed in thy courſe ; daily apply a Saviour's 


blood; grow in grace; abound in the work of the Lord. 


* 


37. They are compared to PILGRIMS or TRAVEL 


LERS (2). Finding no reſt for their ſoul on earth, they, 


at firſt, carefully · confider the coſt, the difficulty, the 


danger of their journey to heaven; wiſely they put on 
the light, the new, the defenſive, and unwaſting gar- | 


ments of ſalvation ; and take to them the whole armour 
God, for their ſafety againſt foes. Wiſely they re- 
ccive Jeſus and his fulneſs, as their gold, their treaſure, 
to bear their expence. They receive his Father for their 
companion; his Spirit to be their guide; his word to be 
their director and compals ; his love, his power, and pro- 
miſe, for their ſupporting ſtaff. Carefully they aſk for 
the geod old auay of bolineſs; and continue walking there- 
in: ſweetly they drink out of its wells of ſalvation ; and 
refreſh themſelves, but not tarry in the inns of ordinances 
built thereupon. How diverſified is their condition! 
Now, their duty is pleaſant and eaſy ; anon, it is rugged 
and difficult. Now, they enjoy fine weather of peace 
and proſperity ; clear views of ſeſus countenance, wide 
proſpects of his lovelineſs and love; clear diſcoveries of 


the vanity of this world, of the happineſs of their pre- 


ſent, and of the glory of their future ſtate : anon, they 
are diſtreſſed with cold winters of trouble, ſtorms of tem 

tation, dark nights of deſertion and diſorder, that they 
know not what to de, or whither to go. How often 


fearfully pinched for proviſion * How often the wells of 


promiſes ſeem dry, and inns of ordinances are found em- 
pry ! How often are they expoſed to the gazing, ridi- 
cule, and malice of carnal men! How often, by Satan 


and their luſts, haraſſed and robbed of their grace, or its 
evidence! How often tempted to turu back! But, 


1 Pet. ii. 10. „ 8 
2 — through 
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through every tribulation, they puſh forward to the 
city, the celeſtial kingdom, of God; and with ſo much. » 
more cheerfuIneſs, if they enjoy the company of emi- 
nent ſaints. May 1“ go from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
till I appear before God in Zion.“ 

38. They are called STRANGERS and SOJOURNERS 
with God on earth (a). How ftrange to earnal men, 
is their tate of union and communion with Chriſt ! How 
ſtrange their birth from above! their having God their 
Father! Chriſt their huſband ! glorified faints their prin- 
cipal people! In what ſtrange; what celeſtial country, 
are their portion, their inheritance, their hopes, their 
affcctions, their thoughts, their deſires! With what 
ſtraage robes of divine righteouſneſs, implanted grace, 
and goſpel-holineſs, they are decked ! What ftrange ar- 
mour of God they have put on ! How ftrangely they 
ſpeak the ſpiritual language of prayer and praiſe ! pour 
out their hearts, behave as becometh the /igh calling of 
God! walk with Father, Son, and Hely Ghoſt, whom 
the world fee and know not! feed on the ſtrang - 
viſion of Jeſus? perſbn, righteouſneſs, and benefits! Blower 
employed in the much-unknown labour of number 
their days; of conſidering their laſt end; of ploughing 
vp the fallow-ground of their heart; of ſowing to them» 
ſelves in righteouſneſs; of buying without money and 
without price; of denying and loathing themſelves ; of 
warring with principalities, powers, and fpiritual wick- 
edneſs; of renouncing the profit, pleaſure, and honour 
le of this world; of extracting good from evil, and ſweet 
f out of bitter; of loving their mankind-enemies, and 
rendering them bleſſing for curſing! How unſatisfac- 


7 tory their outward enjoyments ! What a gazing ſtack to 

- ; the men of this world! And how deſpiſed, reproached, 

y and haraſſed by them !—Be content, my ſoul, it is e- 

n nough that God hath ſworn, „I will never leave thee, g 
f nor forſake thee.” In all, my ſtraits, he is a preſent 

4 help. In all my afffiction he is afflicted, ſo he is my 

bn Saviour 7 5 | 

N 39. They are called purzDers (5). According tw 

8 the rule and line of God's inſpired word, they, by faith, 

„ lay themſelves and their whole ſalvation upon Chriſt, 


(4) Plal. xaxiz. 12. (6) Jude 20. 
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the foundation laid in Zion; and in his ſtrength, build 
up themſelves, in their moſt holy faith and goſpel- con- 
verſation; adding one degree of grace, one good word 
and work to another: and build up the church, by elu- 
cicating divine truths; winning ſouls to Chriſt; ſpread- 
ing abroad the ſavour of his name; and lifting up his 
8 build, my ſoul, and thou ſhalt be able to 
niſh. 1 
40. They are compared to THRESHERS, or THRESH» 
ING INSTRUMENTS (4). In Jeſus' ſtrength, and by re- 
peated acts of faith and hope, of repentance and love, 
of humility and ſelf-denial, they, by little and little, eon- 
quer their ſpiritual enemies, and bring down the moun- 
taunus of wicked men, evil angels, ee ma- 
di fold dangers and difficulties, which ſtand in their way 
of ſerving the Lord, or enjoying fellowſhip with him, | 
Aſtoniſhiug! ſhall evorm beat them fmal} as duit ? Let | 
me then rezoice in the Lord, and glory in the holy One of | 
{/ract. * 
41. They are compared to sTEwWwARDS (5). To their | 
peculiar care hath God committed the vineyard of their 
own heart, and ſtation in the world and church. A va- 
| riety of gifts, graces, ordinances, and opportunities hath 
| he beſtowed upon them, to be improven according te 
the rule of his word. Solemnly hath he charged os 
to be faithful, and to ludy the welfare of others; quick- 
ly he will call them to account for their conduct; and t 
righteouſſy will he reward them according to their 
works.— How quickly, my ſoul, ſhall he cauſe me give | 
an account of my ftewardſhip ; for IL muſt be no longer 
- ſteward! Are all my accounts clear, and balanced with 
Jeſus blood? © 7 2:6 | 
42. They are compared to $£RvanTs$ (c). How ſo- 
lemnly are they engaged! How deeply obliged to ſerve 
the Lord Chriſt, in whatſocver he ſhall command them! 
With what lowlineſs of mind, what faithfulneſs, gratis 
tude, and evangelical reſpec? to the recompence of reward, 
are they to do the will of God in all things! It is yours, 
ye redeemed, to remember that all your gifts, your 
graces, are from God, and to be uſed to his glory; and 
to reſolve upon giving him an account thereof. — Bore 
(a) I.. Xi. 15. 26. %, Luke * vi. 9.—12 (c) Rev. vii. 2 
2 a mine 
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mine ear, O Jerovan, to thy door - poſt, that I may 


| ferve thee for ever. In, and after, #2eping thy command 


ments, there is an exceeding great reward. 
43. They are called 1iNHAB{TANTS OF THE GAR-" 
PENS (a). Being aflociated into particular congrega-' 


tions and worſhipping aſſemblies, they make an open, a 


continued, a ſtedfaſt profeſſion of Jeſus? truth; and with 
conſtancy, delight, and diligence, they attend upon, and 
improve his ordinances; and are chiefly buſied in keep- 
ing and cultivating their heart and converſation. 
ä They are compared to FARMERS OF vixz- 
yaRDS (4). To them hath God, in a fubordinate re- 
pea, committed the vineyard of their own heart and of 
his church; and to their advantage the fruitfulneſs there- 
of greatly redounds. It is therefore theirs, carefully to 
keep their vineyard; to watch over themſelves and their 
work; te labour earneſtly, in denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts; and in living ſoberly, righteouſſy, and 
godly in this preſent world. It is theirs to ſtudy regu- 
larity aud diſtinctneſs in their religious courfe. It is 


theirs to improve every event, every faculty, and gift; 


to prune off every luxuriance, mortify every luſt, avoid 
every doubtful and dangerous practice; and by a belie- 


ving dependence on the tree of life, in the midft of the 


paradiſe of God, to prep every good word and work. 
It is theirs to promote the purity, peace, and proſperi- 
ty of the church, and to render unto Chriſt, the princi- 
pal, the ſupreme glory of all they are, and do 


45. Saints are compared to-SLAVISH KEEPERS of other 


mens vineyards; to the neglect of their own (c). How 
often are they, by. their mother's children, their indwell- 
ing corrupt ions, and hypocritical profeſfors, forced and 
decoyed into a baſe ſubmiſſion to human impoſitions, in 
the ſerviee of God; to ſinful and car nal courſes; to too 
eager iut erfering with worldly affairs, or with ſpiritual 
things in a ſelfiſm and carnal manner! How often, is 
their watchfulneſs over their heart, their reſiſting and 
mortifying. of their luſts, their due cheriſhing and exer- 
cifing of their grace, hereby ſinfully and ſhamefully pre - 
vented! How often doth their being in public office, in 


song viii. 13; (5) ys ET (e) Song i; 2 
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church or ſtate, occaſion muck ſinful neglea of perſonal 

46. They are reprefented as CARRIED ones 64). Being 
lame in themſelves, Jeſus apprehends them, takes them 
up, and in the chzriat of his covenant and church, and 


on the white horfe of his goſpel-promiſe, and in the 


hand of his providence, and on the ſhoulder of his pow- 
er, and in his boſom of intimate fellowſhip, and in his 
heart of endeared affection and care, notwithſtanding: 


their manifold filtbineſs, provocations, and infirmities, 


bears them wp under every burden; bears them aut a- 
22 every oppoſition; bears them 0x in the courſe of 

eir duty; bears them in to the throne of grace; and 
hame to their eternal reſt. 

47. They are repreſented as n1DDBN ones (5). How: N 
* ears to the world, and even to themſelves, is thein 
excellency; their gracious ſtate ; their ſpiritual attain» | 
ments; and eſpecially their future glory! How hid- 
den, — how ſecret favours, are their electien, their rege 
nerat ion, their pardon, acceptance, adoption, and in- 
ward comfort! How ſecretly ; how myſt eriouſſy and. 
ſafely. are their perſons, their ſtate, their life, their por- 
tion, and txeaſure, laid up in the word, the heart, the 
hand, the life, the konour of Chriſt, and of God in * 

48. They are repreſented as SE ALA D ones (c). 
electing love, by eficctual calling, by their — — 
and by the daily influence of his Spirit, they are highly: 
honcured of God, and appropriated and confirmed. tor 
his uſe; and diſtinguiſned from the world. Safely hid 


and preſerved in Chriſt Faſus, how graciouſly are they 


enabled to make an open confc ſſion of his truth! How: 
eften protected from common calamities ! How marvel- 
Jouſty ſa ved amidſt eminent troubles !- | 's 

They are called vPRIGHT ones (A)). | FI thesr: 
— 4 their affect ions, tower towards God, and heaven 


Iy things” With what candour they ſtudy to be what 


they ſeem 7 and ta live without allowed guile! to be: 
univerſally ſineere in their behaviour towards Cod and. 
men! 
50. They are called wier men (eh. Being lad 
(a) If. xlvi. 3. 4. 0 Pal. Ixxxiii. 3. (e) Rev. vii. 3. 
6 Song * & (e), Plal. xciv. 8. 14. | 5, 
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ed by Chriſt, they make the beſt. choice, chooſe for their 
portion the whole fulneſs of Ged; purſue the belt courle, 
follow after the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Feſus. They walk in Chriſt, the beſt way ; and with 
God, the moſt excellent companion. They eſpouſe 
Chriſt the beſt khuſband; and live on his fleſh and blood, 
the moſt wholeſome and nouriſhing proviſion. Being 
acquainted with the myſteries of God's word ard provi- 
dence, taught of God zo profit, made wiſe unto ſalvation, 
and learned in every fate therewith to be content, they 


intend the moſt noble end of his glory, and their own 


happineſs ; and profecute it in the beſt manner, and by 
the. moſt proper means.—Hatt thou, my foul, / learned 
Chriſi? 85 N 
51. They are compared to sT RO. men (a2). Being 
ſtrengthened in and by the Lord Jeſus, they can hear 
heavy burdens without repining; can walk in God's 
way without wearying z run in the path of his com- 
mandments without fainting : can attack and conquer 
the ſtrongeſt corruptions; reſiſt the devil; overcome the 
world; and bear rule over their own ſpirit, — Rejoice, 
my ſoul, I can do all things through Chrift ſtrengthening 
ts | | 62 F869] 
52. They are repreſented as CARNAL men (5), Alas! 
what power hath their remaining carnal corruption over 
them! How much they- fulfil their ſinful luſt ! How 
eompaſſed with fleſhly infirmities! How fadly are their 
hearts attached to worldly things! What envy, ſtrife, 
and contention, too often abound with them Truly 
the law is ſpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold, under fin.  ' 
53. They are repreſented as poor isn (c). Alas! 
how often they miſtake their way.; neglect their duty; 
act contrary to God's honour, and their own intereit; 
grieve their friends, and pleaſe their enemies! How of- 
ten they act without thought; complain of, or praiſe, 
what they know not]! How often have I heen brayed! 
in the mortar of adverſity ; yet hath not my fooliſhneſs 
departed from me! 7 e e On 2 IT OLNEY 
54. They are repreſented as cArTrvxs, /old under 


In fd) - How often do Satan, and their luſts, prevait 


(a) Epb. vi. 10. 


00% Rom. vi. 14. (e) Luke axiv. 38. 
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ever them; drag them from God and their duty, and 
into the laviſh ſervice of fin! How they buffet them for 
the leaſt re fuſal! How they abuſe and maltreat their 
foul !—Bleffed be the Lord, who bringerth back his cap- 
tives, even when, with ſtupidity and unconcern, they are 
like men that dream. Quickly, O my ſoul, ſhall the 
prey be taken from the mighty, and the laauful captive be 
delivered. | 
5 5. They are repreſented as prISONERS (a). How 
often are they ſhut up and confined in the priſon of 
trouble; of prevailing corruption; of fearful tempta- 
tion; of dark deſertivn ! How are their ſhameful crimes 
evidenced ; and their ſouls connected with the baſeſt- 
companions! How are their light, their liberty, their 
honour, their happy fellowſhip, their ſpiritual warmth: 
and comfort taken from them J Is it not thine, O Jeſus,: 
to bid us go forth and ſhew ourſelves ? Is it not thine, 
with the key of thy promiſe, and by the pewer of thy 
race, to open our priſon- doors, and bring us forth, 
> ap we may glorify thy name ? | 
56. They are compared to KILLED and CRUCIFIED? 
men (5). O the killing providences ! the deſtructive, 
rage of inward corruption! the violent temptations of 
Satan! the perſecutions of the world, with which they” 
are tryſted! They are crucified with Chriſt ;. in his death- 
he repreſented them; and by the application of his a- 
tonement to their conſcience, is their old man, their in- 
ward corruption, gradually and painfully mertified,- 
They-are crucified to the world, and it to them. Gra- 
dually, and not without paſa and ſhame, are they weaned- 
from the world as a portion, or any neceſfary part of it, 
and as dead malefactors are they deſpiſed by the men of it. 
57. They are compared to DyinG and DEAD men (c). 
ot only are they worthleſs in themſelves, mortal in- 
their bodies, and plagued with an inward body of death; 
but by the application of Jeſus' righteouſneſs and grace, 
their relations to the broken law, as an huſband and go- 
vernour; to Satan, as a prince and father; to ſin, as a- 
pleaſure and trade; and to the world, as a portion and 
treaſure; are deſtroyed, and finally cut off. Hence they 
ceaſe from ſinful works; and from going about to eſta- 
( Pfal. culii. 6; (6) Rom. viii 11. 36. (e Rom. vii. 4: 6 
1 iſuj- 
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bliſh their own righteouſneſs: and are buried together 
evith Chriſt; ſhare the ſweet repoſe that flows from his 
death; in conſequence whereof they riſe to newneſs of 
life. . | 
58. They are repreſented as Living men (a). O 
the myfterious inward motions of their heart! O their 
agreeable breathing and deſiring after Chriſt, and living 
by faith on him! O the ſweet light, liberty, pleaſure, 
and other enjoyments of which they are made capable! 
How. manifold their frames! How various their relations 
to Chriſt and to one another! And how they work out 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling *—Lord, may I 
live and praiſe thee. | 7 
59. They are called a REMNANT 53 How few in 
compariſon of the reſt of mankind! How often they 
chictly conſiſt of the poor and dregs thereof! How often 
are they wonderfully pre ſerved, when the wicked are 
eut offt! | EM 
60. They reſemble Isaac (c). They are the ſpiri- 
tual, the promiſed ſced of Abraham; the ſpecial, the 
diſtinguiſhcd ſeed of Heaven, the offspring of Jeſus? in- 
terceſſion. By means of the promiſe, and notwithſtand- 
ang iufuperable-like difficulties, they are ſpiritually con- 
ceived and born. How delightful a joy and rejoicing to 
God their Father, and to their mother the church! Be- 
ing mercifully recovered from death, by the flaughter of 
God's provided hurnt- offering, they love not their lives 
in oppoſition to his will. How fadly haraffed by their 
baſtard- brethren! But being heirs, they at laſt enter 
in to poſſeſs all the fulneſs of God. | r 
561. They are compared to Jacos (4). Being freely 
choſen to ſalvation, they frive to enter in at the ſtrait gate 
of union to Chriſt, and renovation of their nature; and 
ſtruggle for glory, honour, immortality, eternal life. 
Being bleſſed in the robes of Chriſt, their elder brother's 
imputed righteouſneſs; guarded of angels; highly e- 
ſteeming their ſpiritual birthright and bleſſing; they 
wreſtle with God, and alſo prevail: and through mani- 
fold tribulation and death, go to the everlaſting land of 
promiſe,— Call thyſelf, even now, my ſoul, by the name 


(% Gal. ii. 20. {bz If xi, 16. (c) Gal. iv. 28. (4) Zech. 
3Jl. 8. a | | | 
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fal vation remove my unſightlineſs; thy blood waſh out 
my filthineſs ; thy inſtruction remove my ignorance and 
folly ; thy Spirit undo my earthlineſs and carnality; 
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of Jacob: ſubſcribe with thrne hand unto the Lord; 
and firname thyſelf, by the name of Ifrael. f 
62. They are compared to David (a). Being ex- bi 
alted from the loweſt degree, they ſit with he Prince of ſa 
the kings of the earth. Wiſely they conduct themſclves: 
though firiplings and weak in themſelves, they are greng 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might; and notwith- 
ſtanding fearful guilt, and difficulties innumerable, they 
are more than conquerors through him that loved them. 
63. They are like unio_ Lazarus in the para- 
ble (6). How generally poor and contemptible, in the 
view of the great men of the world: How often the bru- 
tal creation work together for their good! At death, 
how readily angels convey their fouls to the heaven! 
manſions, where the damned inhabitants of hell have 
acceſs to know their glory, and fruitleſsly wiſh the leaſt 
ſhare of it! | A | a . 
64. They compare themſelves to BrasTs (c). For; 
O the ſtupidity, earthiliueſs, filthineſs, perverſeneſs, miſ- 
chievouſneſs, unſighglineſs, which they diſcern in them- 
felves! Lord, what a monſtrous beaſt, a wretched ſyſtem 
of beaſts, am I before thee! © Nevertheleſs I am con- 
tinually with thee ; thou holdeſt me by my right hand: 
thou wilt guide me with thy counſe] while here, and 
afterward bring me to 2% glory.” O let thy robes of 


thy love ſhed abroad in my heart, reot out my ſtub- 
bornneſs and malice * „ ä 
565. They are compared to FowLs or BI DS (4). How 
diverſified are their caſes and frames! The converſation 
of ſome, how tender and comely! Of others, ah, how 
carnal and unfightly ! How, being ſupported by the air, 
the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, they mount and move 
among heavenly things! How expoſed to ſtorms and 
wants! By what amazing inſtinct, they take up, and 
return to, their reſt in the perſon, the offices, relations, 
righteouſneſs, and love of Chriſt, the rec of /i/e, the 
wnconſumed buſh, and the rock of ages! Under the ſha- 

(a) If. xliv. 5 (65 Luke xvi. 19.—26. (e.) Pſal. Jain, 20. 
(4) Exck xvii. 23. Song. ii. 12. 5 4 | 
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dow of his protection and promiſe, how ſwcetly they 
ſometimes fing !—O when ſhall the ſweet finging of 
birds, the ranſumeds full concert, of Hallelufals and Ho- 
ſannas, come! | 

66. They are compared to EAGLES (a). How glo- 
rious; how reyal their ſpiritual dignity among men 
How ſolid their knowledge of the moſt dazzling, the 
molt deep, and diſtant things! Renewing their ſtrength 
and beauty after ſpiritual decays, and carried by Jeſus- 
their parent, how unweariedly, on wings of faith, of 
love, and holy defire, they mount up towards God ; 
comfort themſelves in him; make him, the munition of - 
rocks, their habitation, from whence they overlook- 
clouds and ſtorms of trouble ! How earneſtly they eſpy 
and deſire the preſence, and feed on the ſlain Lamb of 
God! grovel no more, my ſoul ; ariſe fly away to Je- 
ſus, to the crag of the Rock which is higher than J. 

67. They are compared to »oves (b). How weak 
and timorous in themſelves! but being juſtified in Jeſus? 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctified by his grace, how comely! 
How pure in their new nature and ſpiritual feeding! 
How harmleſs, loving, and affectionate! How chaſte 
their deſire toward Chriſt! How fruitful in good works! 
How great their delight in fcllowſhip with him, and his 
people! How tenderly they weep over his death! How 
inconſolably thy mourn for his abſence ! How diligent- 
iy they endeavour to gain others to his cauſe ! How 
ſwift ; how high; how heavenly, their motions of faith, 
jove, and holy converſation ! how ſweet ; how ſafe 
their abode in the ſecret place of Jeſus' purpoſe, pro- 
miſe, righteouſneſs, power, and love! How they fly to 
him in every time of danger !—May my life, my laſt 
end, be like theirs! May I be © a dove in the valley, 
mourning for mine iniquities.“ | 

68. 'They compare themſelves to owLs (c): becauſe 
of their uncomelineſs in themſelves; their love to dark- 
neſs; their, mournful and unpleaſant eries; and becauſe 
they are ſo forſaken, contemned, and hated by others 
in the world. — On earth, Lord, am not I as a pelican 
of the wilderneſs, and owl of the deſert? O when ſhall 


©) II. Xl. 21. Pſal. cid. . ©) II. Is. 8. (e) Pal. cii. 6. ; 
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I be with thee! be like thee, by ſeeing thee as thou 
art! | | 


69. They compare themſelves to a sranrOw on the 
houſe-top alone (3). For alas ! how weak and infigni- 
icant in themſelves! How folitary and unſettled their 


condition Be, Lord, what I will; let thy houſe be 


my habitation. S072 
70. They compare themielves to chattering caAnes 


and swALLows (5). How mournful their lamentati- 
ons! How broken their notes of praiſe ! How ftrange- | 


ly varied their ſpeech! Sometimes like cranes they 
roar; anon like fwallows they peep, and ſpeak as it 
were out of the duſt.— Lord, who knoweſt my brutal 
language, my whiſper, my roaring, let my groans, my 
cries, come up with acceptance on thine altar; for how 
can I fing thy ſong in a foreign land! = | 
71. Saints are eompared to CHICKENS (c). How 
weak and inſufficient in themſelves! How expoſed to 
danger, contempt, treading down, and deſtruction! 
But, how kindly called, warmed, comforted, protected, 
and provided for, by the Son of God! How ſagaci- 
ouſly they diſcern his voice, and follow him! How 
ſweetly they eat and drink out of his fulneſs! and lift 
up their heads and hearts in his praiſe ! | 
72. They are compared to Lions (4). How great 
their influence in the world; their ſpiritual royalty; 
their ſtrength; their boldneſs and courage; and their 
conqueſt of fin, Satan, and the world! How eminent 
their gratitude, and their mutual affection! How com- 
paſſionate to penitent and ſubmiſſive ſinners ! And how 
often dreadful to the ſpirits of wicked men !-—Invefted 
with thy righteouſneſs, O Jeſus, let me towards God, 
airgels, and men, be © bold as a lion, that turneth not 
away for any : let me tear the arm, and the crown of 
the head,“ of every indwelling luſt and finful practice. 
73. They are compared to a COMPANY OF HORSES | 
in Pharash's chariots (e). Being choſen from among 
men, to everlaſting honour and happineſs, they are 


bonght with the infinite price of Jeſus? blood; they feed 


on the fruit of the earth, the fineſt of the wheat; on his 


(a) PCI. cii. 7. (5) IC. xxxviii. 14. (c) Mitth. àziii. 


32 (4) Mic. V. 8, Prov. XRvili. 1. (e Song i. 9. 
| perſon, 
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perſon, righteouſneſs, and benefits; on all the fuinefs of 
God. By JEnovan, by his angels, and miaiſters, they 
are cared for, and attended. How fichly ornamented 
with his righteouſneſs and grace! How comely ; how 
ſtately ; majeftic ; ſtrong ; courageous; and eſteemed 
af their Lord! How tamed, and broken in heart, by 
his Spirit! In the eaſy yoke of his law; in the chariot 
of his church; and with the bands of his love ; how 
beautifully and regularly yoked together! And with 
what order, harmony, cheerful alertneſs, and ſpeed, do 
they honour him; running a race of holy obedience, 
fighting his battles with Satan and their corruptions ; 
and being the means to ſpread his fame, and enlarge hits 
conqueſts on earth! Art thou, my foul, the Lord's good- 


y horſe in the battle? 


74. They are compared to ARTS or n1nDs (a). In 
their new man, how pure, lovely, pleaſant, loving, and 
grateful! How expoſed to danger and trouble! How 
mveterate the enmity between them and the old ſerpent, 
and his ſeed! How fearfully theſe faſten upon their ſon], 
amidft carnality, and ſpiritual floth and deadneſs! Aud 
tow hardly they get rid of them! When hanted by 
theſe perſecutors, how ardent is their deſire of ſpiritual 
refreſhment from Jeſus' fountain of life! In his ſtrength, 
and as ſwiftened by his grace, how gloriauſly they over- 
leap, and overcome every tribulation, every difficulty ! 
How Jznovan's voice aſſiſts them in bringing forth 
their good works, and young converts ! | 

75. They are compared to ox xx and CALYEs, faffet 
in the ſtall; or of the yoke (5). How richly they feed 
on Jeſus fulneſs in the ordinances of his grace! How 
harmonioufly they unite in bearing and obeying his law, 
and promoting his fervice! How patient, hardy, and la- 
borious ! Under his diſtinguiſhed influence, how freſh, 
comely, and abundant their grace! How beautiful, edi 
fying, and cheerful their converſation! Shine forth, O 
Sun of righteouſneſs, on my ſoul : ſo ſhall I grow up, be 
fat, and full of ſap ; and ay be flouriſhing. | 

76. They are called Chriſt's snEEHr and LAs (c). 
Being choſen, purchaſed, formed, fed, and owned by 


(a) Pal. xlii, 1. and vi. 33. (5) Mal. iv. 2. (e) John 


XXI. 15, 16 
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him, how noted their righteouſneſs; ; their purity ; pa- 


tience ; innocence ; and uſefulneſs! On what wholeſome 
paſtures of God's truth and fulaeſs they ordinarily feed ! 
How they know and obey Chiift's voice! reſt under 
his ſhadow, in the noen-tide of trouble! follow his ex- 
ample ! mutually love, and, in the fold of his church and 
worchipping affemblics, allociate together! And how 
fruitful in good works! and in winning others to him: 

How expoſed to danger, diſeaſes, and ſtorms! How apt, 
of themſelves, to feed on the ret-grals of finful corrup- 


tions, and carnal enjoyments! How apt to follow bad: | 


example, and go aſtray from the paſtures, and paths of 
their great Shepherd !—Lord, give to me eternal life; 
and ſuffer none to pluck me out of thy hand. 
77. They are compared to LOST SHEEP RECOVER- 
ED (a). Finding them by nature afor off, and wander- 


ing from God on mountains of iniquity, of vanity, and 


worldly enjoyments, Jeſus, by the conviction and illu- 
mination of his wogd and Spirit, ſeeks them out, lays 
them on the ſhoulders of his power and love, and with 
great joy, brings them into his new-covenant ſtate. 
When afterward they wander into fins and ſnares, he 
ſends forth his light and his truth, to find out, lead, and 
bring them back. By repeated repgoofa, corrections, 
convictions, and diſplays of his glory, he ſceks them out 
and apprehends them ; and in his arms of mercy, and 
boſom of love; he bears them home to himſelf; and at 


laſt to the manſions of bliſs. — Lord, when I have wan- 


dered till I know not where to find myſelf, do thou ſeck 

and find me; recover, lead, bear, and carry me. "2 
78. They are compared to a newly waſhed FLOCK M 
GOATS. aa mount Gilead ; whereof every one beareth 
twins (5). Notwithſtanding their remaining corrup- 
tions, how beautiful are they, as waſhed in elne * blood ! 
On what rich, high, and heavenly paſture of his pro- 
miſe, perſon, and-tulveſs, they feed! How marvellouſly 
they travel heavenward ! and climb to God's throne in 
queſt of their provifion ! How even /horn, having put off 


the old man with his deeds! What bving, reaſonable, 


aud ne Lebus to G — Jeſus * 


0 Lake = 1 Pal, exix. —_— 65 sen. 2, 4 
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And how ufcfal and medicinal to men is their holy con- 
verſation! 

79. Young ſaints are likened to x18 (42). Whatever 
livehneſs and beauty appear about them; yet there are 
ſad remains of filthineſs, weakneſs, folly, ignorance.— 
To remove this, my ſoul, feed thyſelf, befides the ſhep- 
herds tents, in the goſpel-ordinances of Chriſt. 

80. They compare themſelves to poss (5). What 
infignificancy ; filthineſs ; miſchievonſnels ; uteleis, and 
hurtful noiſe ; and readineſs to relapſe into fins once re- 
pented of, they diſcern in themſelves!— Truth, Lord, 
1 am a dog : but do not even the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their matter's table ?”? 

$1. Tticy are required to be wiſe as SERPENTS (c). 
Carefully ought they to watch againit every danger; 
turn away their ear from all flattery and temptation z 
ſeie every opportunity of aſſaulting their ſpiritual foes z 
wiſely ſecure their head and heart from every imminent 
hazard; and forcibly yomit up, by repentance, their ſin- 
ful poiſon, when they go to grink out of God's re- 
freſuful wells of falvation.' 

dz. They compare themſelves to To85ED LOCYSTS (% 
How iuconfiderable in themſelves! How few their 
months! How ſhert their mortal life! How often em- 
ployed in evil! How toſſed to and fro with blaſts of 


trouble When, Lord, ſhall my foe months of fin and 


wo be gone, and never dying glory come ! 

83. They are compared to worms (e). How earthy 
in the origin, the reſidence, the food, and the return of 
their body! In their own view, how nenn, weak, inſig- 
nificant, and carthly- minded are they! their belly and 
ſou} cleaveth to the earth: and how expoſed to fuffer- 
ing and contempt Thrice ftrange! are worms re- 
deemed by blood divine, and to be vor ever filled with 
all the falvefs of God! 

84. They are compared to Gc0oD Frents V. In the 
ſea of this world, their outward man liveth and moveth ; 
—their ew man in the ſea of Jeſus? love : for fraked 
they are adorned and protected with his imputed righ · 
teouſneſs and imparted grace; by their ſins of faith and 

(a) Song 1.9. (5) Matth. xv. 27. (c) Matth. x. 16, 
(4, Pal. cix. 23, (e) If. xli. 14 (/ Matth. xii. 47. — 50. 
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love, they balance their motions, and ſwim againſt the 
tides of corruption and trouble : and- how vigorouſly, 
even now, they preſs towards heaven their native abode ! 
The end cometh, when, while others are taken in an 
evil net, and caſt away into unqueuchable fire, they ſhall 
be gathered together, and by angels carried into Jeſus? 


palace; that they may be to him a ſubjæct of everlaſting 


pleaſure and joy. 
85. They are compared to TREES (2). Being plant- 
ed in the ſoil of the new covenant, rooted and grounded 


in Chriſt, watered by the river of his love, his Spirit, 


Kis. word, and ordinances ; in what comely, high, and 
flouriſhing manner they grow up, and become fruitful 


in unſading leaves of profeſſion, and uncorrupting fruit 


of good works! How they tower heavenward, and are 
a protecting ſnadow and fence to the reſt of the world! 
They are trees of righteouſneſs, immoveably rooted in 
Chriſt, as the Lord their righteoufneſs ; from whom 


proceeds their fruits of righteouſueſs, to the praiſe of his 


glory. | 

86. They are compared to the ctDars of Leba- 
non (5). Feing deep and firmly rooted in the rock 
Chriſt, and his unchangeable covenant, how full they 
are of fpiritnal fap! ow high their growth towards 
heaven! How ever-flouriſhing, precious, fragrant, come- 
ly, and ftrong in the Lord ! How uſeful materials to 


ere& the invifible church, the true temple of God! How + 


protecting a ſhade, to the finners around, from the tem- 
poral judgments of Heaven! | (4 6 

87. They are compared to oAx and TYLE trees (c). 
How ftrong, laſting, uſeful, and fruitful in their kind! 


Suppoſe the winter-ftorms, the ſcorching drought of 


temptation, deſertion, prevailing corruption, heavy 
trouble, and bloody perſecution, ſadly wither. their out» 
ward condition, their converſation, or even their graci- 
ous exerciſe, yet, a /ub/tarce of grace and feed of glory 
remaining in them, they ſhall, in the ſpring-tide of re- 
newed divine viſits, of death, and of the reſurrection, 


xe vive and flouriſh as an herb. | N 


88. They are compared te FiR and pix E trees (d). 


(a) Ezek. xlvii. 12. () Pfal. xcii. 13. (c) If, vi. 11. 1a. 13· 


(4) H. ly. 13, and II. 13. | 
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Out of what barren foil of a natural ſtate, do they 
originally ſpring! And in what a barren world, they 
here ſtand! Yet how upright! how tall* how comely 
in Chritt ! How free from knotting corruptions, and 
ſcandalous crimes! How uſeful and refreſhing their 
nadow and influence! How unfailing ! how plentiful 
their gracious ſap, which renders them verdant, in the 


winter of trouble and death! 


89. They are compared to zo x-trees (2). In re- 
fpect of their new man, how excellent and uſeful! How 
ſavoury their converſation ! How protecting and res 
freibful their ſhadow! their influence! 1 

2. Ihe y are compared to sRHITTARH-trees or ſhittim- 
wood (4), How rare + how excellent! how ſubſtantial, 
ſtable, and perſevering in grace! Their hearts are an 
ark, a repoitory for God's law. Their perſons are 
altars of incenſe; on which the ſacrifices of praver, 
praiſe, and good works, are through Chriſt offered up 
unto God. FN O38 

91. They are compared to wil Lowetrees (c). Be- 
ing planted by the rivers of water, having a fixed com- 
munion with the love, the blood, the Spirit, the pro- 
miſe of God, how quickly, how pleaſantly they grow 
up in grace, as his influences are plentifully enjoyed! 
Without theſe indeed, they could but wither and fade; 
but with them, how feadily they continue in their ho- 
lineſs and profeſſion, while, by the ſtorm or drought 
of perſccution, temptation, trouble, and death, hypo- 
crites wither and periſh ! 5 eee 94 11 

92. They are compared to Fair trees (4). At firft, 
how weak is their faith! their hope! their love! Yet 
how ſtraight, bending upward- to heavenly things 
How myſteriouſly their vital juice is repoſited in Chriſt 
their head! How delicious their fruit! their goſpel- ho- 
lineſs! The more high and heavenly they become, the 
more abundant is their good fruit; and their refreſhful 
ſhadow and influence. In mutual love, and conjunct 


5 profeſſion of truth, how they cleave one to another! 


never do they utterly fade, nor caſt their leaves of an 
holy profeſſion, and outward Chriſtian converſation 
(a) (5) II. xli. 19. (e) If, xliv. 45. (d) Pſal. xeii. 12. Ezek. 
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but when eminently warmedi by the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs, watered by the river of life, and loaded with ma- 
nifold troubles, how mightily they fiouriſh and grow! 
How uſefut in building the ehurch! and in the peace 
and victory obtained for them by Chriſt, how ſhall: they, 
as with palms, with emblems of conqueſt and peace, 
in their hands, for ever triumph! | 

93. They are compared to MYR1LE- trees (2). In 
their ſpiritual condition and attainment, how diverſified! 
The perfons and converſation of all, how fragrant ? | 
how precious and excellent! How they proſper in the 
fat ſoil of fellowſhip: with Ged and his faints? and in 
the low bottom or valley of ſelf: abaſement, and trouble! 
How infallibly they retain the ſap of grace, and leaves 
of profeſſion, till the end! How choice their fruit of 
love to God and their neighbour! Is it not from thee, 
O bleſſed Man among the myrile- trees, that our ſap, our 
fruit is found, | LTD | 
94. They are compared to FomeGRANATE-trees (5). 

How rarely to be found! and only in Chriſt's garden, 
the church! How diverffied their condition, and de- 

rees of grace! How upright, and: heavenly. minded. 
. i abundantly do, eſpecially ſome, bring forth the 
ſweer, the pleaſant, refreſhiful, and. nourifhing. fruits of 
holinefs 1 7 

95. Fhey are comparedto FIG trees (c). How car- 
ty! how abundant and excellent are their fruits of faith, 
hope, repentance, love, humility, reignation, ſeif- de- 
al, zeal! How extenſive and comely their leafy pro- 
#-flion, that flows from; and follows their prineipal, 
their inward fruit! How neceffary are outting convic- 
tions and trouble, to forward the ripening. of their pro- 
duct! The longer they are plunged in waters of adver- 
fit y, how often they bear up the better, 
956. they are compared to oLtve-trees (4). Upon 
the bleſſed mountarr; upon Chriſt, his church, and his 
ordinances, how beautifully. they grow in grace ! How 
choice, verdant, and durable! How: richly laden with 
the wholeſome, the ſweet, the gracious and uſeful fruits 
of holineſs ;- which make their face to ſhine? 

(a) Zech. i. 8. (6) Song vii. 13. (e) Song ii. 13. (4) Hcfe 
8 6. | i ES 
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97. They are compared to vines (a), Weak and 
uſeleſs in themſelves, but leaning on Chriſt their ſupport- 
er, to what diſtingmſhed height, of holineſs and pro- 
feſſion, they grow! What pleaſant, exhilarating, and 


nouriſtring fruits of righteoufneſs, and which muſt be 


fitted by preſſing troubles, do they bring forth! Haſt 
thou, my ſoul, this fruit, that echeereth the heart of 
God and men ? e | | 

98. They are compared to rvGRAFTED BRANCH= 
rs (5). Being powerfully cut off from the corrupt 
and killing root of fallen Adam, as their covenant-head, 
they are, with divine care and wiſdom, united to Jeſus 
Chriſt as their root, that on him the whole weight of 
their perſons and ſalvation may depend. By him they 
are ſupported in all their trouble. From him they re- 
cerve all that grace and glory, which render them holy 


or happy.—By the moſt intimate and conſt ant fellow- 


flip, abide in him, my ſoul; ſ@ ſhall 1 bring forth much 
fruit. Let me never cleave to him, as an ivy, by mere out- 


ward profeſſion, leſt he pluck me away, and eaſt me 


into eternal fire. 4 
99. They are compared to yzanTs (c). In Chriſt 
and his new cevenant they are ſown, and planted in the 


likeneſs, and by ſharing the virtue, of his death; and 
from the ſeed of the Spirit and promiſe, ſown in their 


heart, deth their grace proceed. How often, and how 


_ emily are they injured ! How quickly trodden down and 


ruined, if expoſed to Satan and their corruptions ! Be- 
ing tender and weak in themfelves, how earefully muft 


Jeſus and his miniſters wait on, water, and hedge about 


them, to promote their ſpiritual growth ! 

100. They are compared to FLOWER*, OR FLOURISH= 
ING HERBS (4). Rooted and grounded in Chrift, par- 
taking of his nouriſhing virtue, warmed with bis folar 
heat, watered by his 2 they, under his ſhadow, 
grow up, appear freſh, fragrant, and beautiful; increafe 


in grace; and perfect holineſs in the fear of the Lord. 
O their delightful eomelineſs, in the morning of conver- 


fion, of renewed manifeſtations, of entrance on the eter- 
nal ſtate, and of riſing from the grave ! Let thy dew, 
adored Jeſus, cauſe me grow up as the lily, ſpread my 


roots, and caſt abroad my ſmell, as Lebanon. 


( Song ii. 15. (6) John xv. 25 · (c) Song iv. 13. (d) IC lxvi. 4 
| : 101. They 
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101. They are compared to LILIES among thorns (a). 
Amidſt wicked men, that daily moleſt them; amidlt 
troubles, that daily haraſs them; how delightfully they, 
weak in themfſelves. Go, by multitudes, ſpring from Jeſus 
their root! How pure, comely, quick grown, and tall 
in grace! How open towards hcaveniy, and ſhut to- 
werds carthly things, ie their heart! How fruitful are 
they in good works! and in converting others! What a 
fweet favour of Chriſt in the world! The higher their 
ſpiritual growth, the more they hang down their heads 
in humility, ſelf d-nial, and holy bluming. When ars 
rived at their glory, how quickly they dilappear, pluckt 
by death! | 7 | 
102. They reſemble MAX DRAKES (5). How meek, 
cool, and pacific, their ſpirit ! How beautiful, favoury, 
and acceptable to Chriſt and his Father By fervent 
prayer, by earneſt defire, how they promote the diſco- 
voeries of his love! By their lively and fruitful converſa- 
tion, how. they provoke one another to love, and to 
ood works ! Nevertheleſs, if left to themſelves, how 
Lothfully they ſleep, and finfully fleepen one another! 
103. They are compared to GROWING CORN, Or 
WHEAT (). Amidit tares of wicked men aud vile cor- 


ruptions, how, ſeeded with the grace and good word of 
God, watercd with bis blood and Spirit, and warmed. 


with his redeeming love, they gradually grow up, bear- 
ing precious fruits of righteouſneſs, to the glory of. God 
and the profit and ſupport of men! By mortification of 
their luſts, how carefully ought they to be weeded and 
purged! How capable, through Chriſt, to endure win- 
ters and ftoims of affliction! When ripe, how ſolid in 
knowledge! in experience! How their roots looſe from 
the earth! and their heart hangs downward. in felf- 
abaſement, and reſignation to death How cut down by 
his ſharp fickle: By what fin-mortifying influence of 


the Spirit; by what threſning and winnowing troubles | 


are they purged from their chaff: their ſoul ſeparated 
from the body, that this may be fown in the grave, and 
in the reſurrection ſpring up a glorious body for Chriſt. 
Are they not the glory, the excellency, of- the earth ? 

(4) Song ii. 2. + (6) Song vii. 13. (c) Hof. xiv. 5. 
Matth. Xii 27. 30. | | 


and 
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and the immediate reaſon of God's benevolent care and 
labour about it? | 

104. They are compared to an ORCHARD OF 5SPI- 
ces (a). The graces that grow in their heart, the 
good works that appear in their life, how various! how 
precious! how fragrant, perfuming, and medicinal ! 

105. They are compared to xuTs (b). In the co- 
vering of Jeſus' righteouſneſs ; in the love, the purpoſe, 
the power of God, how hid and ſecured are their pers 
ſons and graces * How impoſſible to be loſt, hurt, or 
deftroyed | What coarſe ſhell of a mortal body lodges 
their inviſible, their precious ſoul ! Amidſt deſpicable 
outward appearances, how precious, uſeful, and glori- 
ous are they within! How tenacioufly they cleave to 
Chriit, and to one another in love! How hardy under 
preſſing afflictions! How readily their grace is diſco- 
vered, by breaking rods and afliftions * 

106. They are compared to GOOD fies (c). How 
abundant their fulnefs of ſpiritual ſap! What an uſeful 
medicine and refreſhment to a land! How delightful 
and ſavoury to Chriſt and his people! — When, Lord, 
ſhall they be very good ! 

107. They reſemble an HEAT oF wHEAT ſet about 
with lilies (d). Conceived and born of the church, how 
numerous, comely, ſolid, ſubſtantial, and precious ! And 
how ſurrounded with /i/y-/ike ſaints, promiſes, graces, 
and good works ! | | | 

108, Saints are compared to LIGHT (e). How ex- 


eellent, uſeful, and deſirable! How powerful ard clear 


their ſpiritual knowledge] How ſhining and illuminat- 


ing their profeſſion and practice]! What a plague for az 


land, to be deprived of them! How darkneſs and wrath 
ſeize upon it; and the wicked have none to put them 
to ſhame! —Be thou, my ſoul, „as the ſhining light, 


that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 


log. They are compared to the motning (/). Small 
at preſent, but hopeful, pleaſant, and gradual, is the 
increaſe of their light, knowledge, grace, and good 
works. How ſweetly bedewed from above] How re- 


* Song iv. 13. en (5) Song _- St. {ec} Jer. xxdy. 2. 
Song vii. 2. (e Eph. v. 8. '} Song vi. 10. 
b freſliful 
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freihful their ſtate, and wholeſome their air! While 
their graces go forth to their work, and labour of love, 
how faſt the wild beaſts of 3 fiends, and finful 
corruptions, hide themſelves in their dens! How ꝗquick- 
ly ſhall the ſun of endleſs viſion rife upon them! Haſt- 
en, my ſoul, unto the perfect day of the Lord. 

110. They: are compared to the su (a). How hea- 
venly their ſtate! their affections! their coaverſation ! In 
Feſus' imputed righteouſneſs, his imparted grace, and the 
good works proceeding therefrom, how brightly they 
ſhine! And next to himſelf, enlighten, adorn, warm, and 
refreſh the world ! Nor here; is their glory fully under- 
ſtood ; nor their reſt ful condition believed: but the time 


_ cometh, when they ſhall for ever reſt, and ſhine in the 


kingdom of their Father. Jeſus ſhall change their vile 
body, and faſhion it like unto his glorious bady, brighter 
than the un ſhiniug in his flrength.— Ah! how am I 


turned into darkneſs, become black as ſackcloth of hair! 


But I know that when nz ſhall appear, I ſhall alſo aps 
pear with him in glory. 

111. They are compared to the moon 1 ( 3). How far 
inferior to Chriſt the S2 of riphteouſnefr, from whom 
they borrow all their glory and luſtre! How fully, di- 
rect viewsof his countenance, makes them to ſhine! How 
inconſtant are their frames and conditions! How ſpotted 
with corruption, their heart and life! How, during the 
night of time, they enlighten this world! How great 
their influence in the riſe and fall E naiians, in its 
troubled ſea! l 

112. They are compared to STARS (c)- How pure, 


es, and uſcful! How high their flatioa ! How 


bright their eternal glory! How diverſified cheir caſe 
and form! How heavenly and regular their motions ! 
None thruſts himſelf into the place of his fellow. Tes 
there is rom. How they now adorn the mihtant church! 


But cometh not à day, an eternity, when unſeen heavens 


mall burn with all their fires * their ſtars redeemed | 
when all the corners of heaven ſhall reflect our borrowed 


laſtre !—When I have obtained that meridian, how 


ſhall my views of this earth, as a MEE be lol! l 
| 1 5) Matth. xiii. 43. (6 = vi. 10. (c) 1 cor. 1 
ut 
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But how wide ! how clear, ſhall be my views of God- 
head | I ſhall fee him as he is. 

113. They are compared to roh; (2). What a 
collection of particular ſaints unnumbered 1 In Chriſt 
how high is their ſtate and dignity ! How heavenly-mjnd- 
ed in heart! How cloſe and myſterious their connection 
among themſelves! How uſeful are they to overſhadow, 
protect, refreſh, and water the world! Moved by the 
influencing gales of the Holy Ghoſt, how quickly ! how 
marvellouſly they fly to Jeſus, in the e of 8 
and practice of holy duties ; 

114. They are compared to pew and Rain (5). Their 
natural birth is of the earth and ſea of this world; their 
new is from above, of the Father of lights, and owing 


wholly to his ſovereign and attractive grace. How hea- 


venly the ſtate and temper of their ſoul! How readily 
attracted to things above! How great their number ! 
How beautiful their form! How pleaſant, refreſhful, 
quickening, and fructifying the influence of their prayers 
and holy converſation, on thoſe around ! chiefly on young 
profeſſors! When, my Lord, ſhall we ty as a 2 to 
meet thee in the air? 

115. They are a srarxc Shut up; a FOUNTAIN SEAL= 
£D (c). In them, the Spirit i is a well of water ſpring- 
ing up to everlaſting life. How unfailing their grace ! 
How ſealed their perſons and concerns; marked out by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and ſet aſide for Chriſt, as ſolely his 
property ! My foul, admit none but Chriſt; he is mine, 
and I am his: nor can you fiends, you corruptions, re- 
take your ancient poſſeſſion ; ; the Lord WER ſhut me vp 
for himſelf ; and there is no opening. ; 

116. Saints falling before the wicked are like a 
TROUBLED FOUNTAIN, and CORRUPT SPRING (a). How 
uricomely ! how hurtful! how diſagreeable and ſhocking 
the ſight! —Yet. © rejoice not againſt me, O mine e- 
nemy; when I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when T fit in dark- 
neſs, the Lord will be a light unto me.“ 

117. Saints are called the ATE or Gop's EYE (e). 
How dear to him! How earefully defended and prefer- 
ved by him! How deeply he ſympathizeth with them! 


We Ix. 8. Nie. v. 7. 0) Song i iv. 14. (a, Prov. xxv. 
mes _ ii. 8. 1 
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How highly 1s he provoked with ſuch as injure them ! 
Lord, am I, a worthleſs finner, ſo dear to thee ! What 
then ſhouldft Tyov be to my heart! | | 
118. They are called God's jEeweLs (a). How rare; 
recious; comely ; excellent; and ufeful ! How care- 
fullyſought out by God! and poliſhed for himſelf! How 
highly 5 valueth ; how ſafely he preſerveth; and how 
publicly he will at laſt exhibit them in their brightneſs ! 


How ſignally he adorns, and glorifieth himſelf by 


them | 

119. They are compared to coLD. (b). How pre- 
cious, uſeful, comely, and durable! How the furnace of 
affliction purgeth away their corrupt droſs; but makes 
their golden graces to ſhine! When melted by his love, 
how eaſily God moulds their heart as he pleaſeth ! How 


carefully he preſerveth; and how highly he eſteems them, 


as his portion, and wealth! How often, Lord, when 
thou haſt tried me in thy furnace, have I come forth as 

120. They are compared to a LoST PIECE OF SILVER 
RECOVERED by {weeping the houſe (c). Being loſt in 
Adam, and loſt amidit their own corruptions, God, by 
ſweeping judgments; but chiefly by the preaching 
of the glorious goſpel, which ſweeps away error, idola- 
try, and ſuperſtition ; and by conviction and illumina- 
tion, which ſweeps away ſelf-confidence, legal righte- 
ouſneſs, ignorance, hatred of a Saviour, — finds them 
out, and by his grace renders them beautiful, uſeful, 


pure, and precious. 

121. They are repreſented as God's TREASURE, PoOR- 
TION, INHERITANCE, CROWN, DIADEM (4). He choſe 
and redeemed them to himſelf. By the infinite price 
of his Son's blood ; by. the almighty conqueſt of his 

ce, he obtains them. How greatly he values, de- 


lights in; rejoiceth over; and boaſts of them! Howglo- _ 


riouſly his choice, his pardon, acceptance, adoption, 
ſanctification, and glorification of them, demonſtrate his 
riches of grace; his power and ſovereignty! Nor ſhall 


ever any of them be hurt, loſt, or alienated. 


(4) Mal. iii. 17. (6) Job xxiii. 10. ( Luke xv. 8. (d) Plal. 
nx. 3. Deut. Zxxii. 9. If. Hẽrii. K 


122. They 


(#1 Pet. ii. 5. 6. 
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122. They are repreſented as a .TEMPLE and HAR. 
7 aT10x8, for God (a). Upon his Son as the Lord theit 
*!ghteonſneſs and ſtrength, he founds them. With his 
Spirit and grace he furniſheth them. With pleaſure and 


:1nRtancy, he reſides and operates in them, to will and 


to do. He is inwardly worſhipped by them, in ſpirit and 
* truth. Tt is thine, O Jeſus, to fill their uinderftand- 
ing with thy inſtructive light and knowledge; to fill 


their conſcience with thy cleanſing blood, pardoning 


grace, and, directive law; to fill their will with thy 
melting love, thy. unmatched excellency; to fill their af- 


fections with thy raviſhing goodneſs and beauty; to fill 


their memory with thy various truths, thy mighty works. 
So let thy glory fill my heart, that neither hell, nor 
earth, may dare to enter in. 1 W 
123. They are like unto an oRNANMENT (5). With 
their grace, their good works, how remarkably they 
adorn their profeſſion! deck their country; and beautif 
their church ! honour their race and family ; and geri, 
their God! Make me, O Lord, a faithful, a wiſe, a 
facceſsful reprover; fo Thall I be more uſeful, eſteemed, 
and glorious, than an ornament of choice gelt. 
124. They are an EVERLASTING FOUNDATION (c). 
How fixed for ever, on the Rock of ages, are theirperſons ! 
How immoveable their new-covenant ſtate? How un- 
failing their graces! How perpetual their remembrance? 
What a ſtracture of diſplayed grace and glory, God 
builds on them! And is not their ſeal, The Ford Envas/ 
erh them that are his! and, Let him that nameth the, 


name of Chrift depart from iniquity !—The Eord ,t 


my right hand, is in my heart; on him depeudeth al 


my hope; therefore I ſhall-not be moved, 
125. They are LivELY STOxEs (4). Being digged out 
of the quarry of their natural ſtate, quickened by the 


Spirit of God, umted to Jeſus Chrift as their foundation 
they conſtitute the ſtructure of the inviſible church: they 


enter on a ſtate of img, life; become quick, lively, 


and active. in holy duties: In reſpect of their profeſſion 
and practice, they are in Chriſt made ſtrong, fixed, and 


durable. But how often ſtumbling. blocks to carnal men 


1% Eph. ii. 21. 22. (5) Prov. xxv. 12. (6) Prov. x. 26. 


2 who, 


— 
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| | Cha 

who, for their outward meanneſs and often infirmities, 
deſpiſe them, and ſo ruin themſelves ! : of v 
126. They are $1Gx8 and woONDERS (a). In their ken 
new. covenant tate, and work, they deſerve the admira- pre' 
tion of all around them. But becauſe they are unknown ed 
in the world; unlike to the men of it; enemies to the he! 
way. of it, and reprovers of the deeds of it; they are often, nat 
by carnal men, held, as monſters of folly, villany, hurt- 11 


fulneſs, pride, error, novelty, melancholy, dulneſs, in- 
gratitude, ſpite, hot - headedneſs, babbling. 
127. They are compared to BRANDS pluck? out of the 
fire (5). When they were burning in the fiery curſe of 
the broken law; when burning iu the fire of their own 
luſts, their enmity 3 ; when they were ready 
to be caſt intothe everlaſting burnings of hell, how power - 
fully! how ſeaſonably ! how kindly, Jcſus apprehended 
them by his grace! quencheth them in his blood and 
Spirit! formed them into his image; and conſtituted 
them heirs of his glory! Shall I here alfo look after him, 
who thus ſaw, and faved men 
128. They are compared to PILLARS OF SMOKE. (c). 
How burning their defire towards Chriſt.“ How upright 
and ſteady .their heavenly affections and converſation ! 
How cheerfully they offer up themſelves, living, reaſon - 
able, and ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifices to God, as perfu- 
med with all the ſpices of our glorious Merchant ! And 
in what obſcure and uneaſy condition are they often, 
RR. 7-1 7. 61 bad ee; 
129. Weak faints are hkened to SMOKING FLAX (4). 
How fmalt degrees of heart · inflaming grace have they 
attained! Or, how ſadly they loſe that which they once 
had! How fearfully they forſake God; leave their firſt 
love; and poſſeſs ſmal] ſpiritual warmth ! How, with 
their.noiſome and untender converſation, they become 
troubleſome and hurt ful to- thoſe around Lord Jeſus, 
Lam ſuch ; lay à live- coal from the altar on my heart. 
130. Weak ſaints are compared to BRUISED REE DSS). 
How. weak, infufficient, and worthleſs in themſelves; 
in their on view; or in the eſtimation of carnal men! 
How unfit to tower heavenward, or bear heavy burdens 
() If. vi. 18. (6) Zech. iii. a» (c) Song iii. 6. (4) (e) J.. 
4 | & 
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ef work, or warfare! How often are their hearts bro- 
ken and bruifed by convictions, deſertions, temptations, 
prevalency of corruption, and outward troubles! —Bleſl- 
ed Jeſus, thou wilt not break me; wilt not deitroy, but 
help, ſtrengthen, and comfort me. When I breathe my 
native air, with pleaſure, I my bruiſes ſing ! By death, 
I long to break, and burſt, and fee my Gd. 
131. Saints are called vEssE LVs, BOTTLES, POTS, 
ws (a). By election they are choſen and appointed; 
by juſtification, regeneration, adoption, and ſanctifica- 
tion, they are fitted to receive and retain God's fulneſs 
of Spirit, of grace, and glory, beſtowed upon them. 
Tliey are veſſels of mercy, formed and preſerved hy God's 
mercy, to be for ever filled with mercy and kindneſs, 
How ofcen like oLD BotTLEs, unfit for new wine, for 
eminent manifeſtations of God, or hard ſervice in his 
way! How often, like bottles in the ſmoke, withered, 
rent, aad narrowed by perplexing trouble and affliction! 
Lord, make me a bow/ before the altar; ever near to 
a crucified Jeſus, and to God in him. If I am a die 
ſtreſſed, a broker pot, my rents cauſe let my Y in. 
132. They are compared to 83LT Wa, | Being inte 


reſled in the everlaſting covenant of falt, they have the 


perpecual, incorruptible, and purifying-word and grace 
of God, ia their heart. They are a vexation, — — 
eaſy burden to wicked men; but an uſeful mean of pre- 
ſerving nations and churches, from univerſal corruption 
and rs in rn 
133. They are the 8VBSTANCE a land (c). They 
alone, are therein valuable. They are the uſeful means 
of averting wrathful judgments; of procuring merciesʒ 


of preventing and expelling iniquities z and, of prompt - 


ing the other inhabitants to their proper duty. 
134, They are like unto evRPLE H41ks on the head (4). 
They are weak and infignificant in themſelves, ready to 


be toſſed to and fro; but being deep rooted in Jeſus, the 


head of the church, they derive their ſecurity and nou- 
riſhment, from him; are carefully preferved by him; and 
rendered an ornament to-him, and to his body the 
church. Being divinely waſhed in his purple blood; 
„a) Rom. ix. 22. 23. (#) Matth. v. 13. (e) II. vi. 13 
(d, Song iv. 1. and vii. 8s. 516 


8 how 
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how royal is their new- covenant dignity ;. and manifold 
their ſuffering for his ſake! | 1 
135. They are like unto a SEAL on Chriſt't heart and 
arm (a). How conſtantly loved, valued, protected, and 
remembered by bim! His eye, his care, is ever on them. 
How well grounded, and firm, is their aſſurance of his 
affection 11 
keel his love working on their heart! 


E H N F. WII. 


Metaphors. reſpecting wicked men. 


1. W IC K E D men are called wevrLs (5). Having 
; fallen from their firſt eftate, they are become 
falſe accuſers of Godandhis people; malicious, conſtant, 
and cruel! enemies to them. 25 

evil! to lie, murder, and to the utmoſt of their power, 
tempt others to fin! How forſaken, and abhorred of 
God! How faſt ripening for everlaſting puniſhment !— 
How juſtly, Lord; 575 thou addrefs me ; © Get thee 
behind me, Satan, for thou ſavoureſt not the things that 
be of God; but the things that be of men!“ 3 
2. They are compared to a HUMAN. Bop Y. Their 
Head denotes their power and authority. Their lifting 
up of their tead fignifies their proud exerting of their 


power (tz). Shaking the head, imports derition and con- 


tempt (4). A whore's ſerehead, a brow of braſs, denotes 


mameleſs boldneſs in finning (2). Their having ears. 


that hear not, and eyes that ſee not, imports their not 
knowing, believing, and receiving with their heart, the 
divine truths which they outwardly hear and fee %. 


An evil eye, is one employed in eſpying occaſions of 


wickedneſs, and tempting others to it; particularly one 


employed by.achurlifh, covetons, and malicious heart (g). | 


yer full of adultery, are thoſe exceedingly given to wan- 
ton and laſcivious looks (%). Enſnaring eyes or eye-lids, 
are ſuch as harlots employ in amorous glances to eatice 


(ah song viii. 6. -(5) John vi. 0. (eh Pfal. laxxiii. 2. 
td] Joh xvi. 4. (le) Jer. iii. 3. II. xlviii. 4. (2 Iſ. vi. 10. 
(S) Mark vii 22. EIO. xAlii. 6. (9) a Pet ii. 14. 


ow. near him. they live! ſee his fare, and 


ow they delight to do. 


men. 


laiv- 3. Prov. zii. 6. and zx i. 22. 
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men to luſt after them ( 4). | Lofty eyer and eye · llt, or 


high looks, import pride, and contempt of others (5). 
Winking with the eye, imports deriſion of others, or ſecret 
enticing them to fin; which bringeth forrou to the in- 
jured ; and wrath to the injurer 160 Their teeth being 
[pears and arrows, knives, fuurdt, imports their mali- 
cious nfing of their power and language, to pain and 
hurt others (4). Their being fmr7tten on the cheæt- bone, 
and having their teeth roten, imports their feeling ſome 
ſcarful judgment, by which their power to hurt others 
is taken away (e). Their tongue being a fire, a ſharp 
fword, and their having a fword in their mouth or lips, 
imports the nafchrevons and murderous tendency of their 
nuchaſte, profane, paſhonate, reviſing, and fraudulent 
fpeech VJ. Their rolling fen as a fweet morſel under - 
their tongue; having mifchief and vanity, or the poiſon ef 
n/þs under their tongue, imports their delight in xicked- 
neſs ; their readineſs, on every occaſion, to utter mife 
chicvous and vein Janguage ; which however pleafayt 
for a time, flowly, imperceptibly, and 1nfallibly, tends 
to the ruin of every one infected by it (g). To fmite 

abith the tongue, is to reproach and revile: to backbite 
exith the tongue, is to fpeak to our neighbour's prejudice 
In his abſence (4). A tongae walking throuph theeatthy 
;mplies impudent boldnelfs, in every where blaſphemin 

God, ridiculing and reproaching our neighbour 55 
Sharpening of $. tongie like a ferpent, implies activit 

and contrivance, in belchiis forth the moſt deſtructii 
and poiſonous diſcourſe'(#), The words of the wicked 
are ſharp arrows, are to lie in wait for blocd, are the 
piercings of a ſword 5 ang theſe of tale-bearers, Weep 
wounds ; as they tend to murder mens fouls, bodies, and 
A Res 0 0 ORE 
Preach inthe jpirit 5 ſhews à diſordered. ſpirit in them; 
and tends to dex and diſturb the fpirit of others G1 


Hing tongue it but for. a moment ; trutk will quickly di 
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cover herſelf, and put falſeliood to ſhame (a): A. flat- 


tering tongue or ſpeech, reſembles ſmosth butter, oil, honey 
dropping from the womb, for. its apparent kindneſs, in- 
noceney, and love (4).. The mouth of a harlot or ſtrange 
woman, is a deep pit; her lakeivious and enticing words, 
eninare men. into endleſs, and unfathomable miſery (c). 
Burning fire in ones lip, denotes malicious, paſſionate, 
provoking, and luſt-inflaming ſpeeches (4). Burning 
lips lite a potsherd, covered over with filuer- droſi, fignity 
wicked. diſcourie, embelliſhed with elegant language, 
and fing elocution (g). The mouth ef the wicked being 
Full of; curſing and bitterneſs; of” fraud and deceit; and 
their throat being. an open ſepulchre, imports their con- 
ſtant. readineſs to pour forth abundance. ef angry, re- 
proachful, blaſphemous, noiſome, inſcctious, falſe, and 
ruinous language (F). Their mouth being near dęſiruc- 
tion; being filled with gravel; covered. with violence ;: 
and their foul: eating violence, imports, that for their ha- 
tred, oppre ſſion, malicious and blaſphemous language, 
God ſhall quickly puniſh them with ruin; oppreſſion ; 
ſhame.; vexation; and torment (g). Their feeling no 
guielneſs in their. bally, and vasniting what: they had ſwal- 


lowed: up, imports their inward anguiſh of mind; their 
having no ſolid pleaſure in, and being quickly deprived: | 


ef-what they bad fraudulently: obtained. (% Fatneſs 
and ha: dreſs of heart, imply their ſtupidity and obſtina- 
ey (i), Their hands being full of bribes. or blood, im- 
5 their being much given to bribery and murder (4). 


heir. ſect favif2 to hed blond, imports their inclination: - 


to, and activity in hurting and ruining others (/). Their: 
ſpeaking with their feet, and teaching with their fingers, 
1mports their artful and. indiſcernible methods of exci- 
tin athers.to fin (zz): Thorns. and fnares, * e. mari- 
fold troubles and temptations, are in their way, await- 
ing and attending them: de/irufion and miſery, done 
by, or awaiting them, are in all their paths of life and 
conduct ; and the way. of peace, Chriſt and his com- 


5 49) Prov. xii: 19. (5) Pfal..lv. 27. Prov. v. 3. c) Prov. 
xxii. 14. (4 Prov. xvi. 27. (te) Prov. xxvi. 23. (J) Rom. 
dic 1% 4. ) Prov. xx. 17. and x x1. (/ Job xx 15: 20. 
fi) 11. 


Vi. Jo. (Y) If. xXx iii. 15. Ezck. Xxiii. 45. (/) Rom. 


ii 25» (n) Prov. vi. 13. 3 
. | "OWE mandments, 
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mandments, and a pacific conduct towards others, Hey 
have not known. Gurjing is their garment, that cleaves 
cloſe to them. on every fide ; and exters into their bonvels 
like avater, deluging their foul with divine wrath (a). 
DP, ide and wickedneſs, like a chain or ornament, compaj/= 


e145 them about; as they boaſt and glory of it (5). Their 


crafty enticements to ſin, by which they catch others, 
and the ſnarts they lay to ruin others, are their net (c). 
Their table, the goſpel- ordinances, and their outward 
enjoyments, become à ſnare and trap to them; are occa- 


ſious of their ſtumbling into deeper ruin, and being 


hardened in their wiekedneſs {4).—Am not. I flled* 
ewith all unrighteoaſneſr, pride, debate, deceit, malignity, 
hatred of God ? And yet did the ſon of God love me, 


and give himſelf for me? O how his love occaſionally 


enhanceth. my guilt! And yet my guilt gives place tor 
the exceeding greatneſs of his love F _ | 
3. Wicked men are called ca 1LDREN of the devil, off 


diſobedience, of wrath (e). By Satan's agency they be- 


came ſinners, and daily wax more and more ſinful. In 
the wickedneſs of their heart and practice, they bear 
his expreſs image: cheerfully they obey his will; readi- 
ly they imitate his example: greatly they delight to 
enjoy fellow ſhip with him, in his temptations. Alas 
how they are filled with, and given to diſobedience, to 
wrath, and emnity againit God! And how condemned 
to, and infeoffed heirs of everlaſting puniſiment— Was, 
F ſuch? and hath grace made me © a child, an heir of 
God, aud joint- heir with Chriſt !?? | 3 
4. They are reprefented as the $sCLDIERS: and angels: 
of Satan (/, Enlifted under his banner, by voluntary 
conſent to his ſervice ; wearing his livery of finful prac» 
tices ; equipt with his armour of ignorance, enmity, and. 
manifold luſts; they, at his direction, to the everlaſting 
hazard of their ſou}, fight againſt the ſtrivings of God's 
Spirit, in their confcience ; and. with deceit and:violence 
oppoſe, perſecute, and ſeek to ruin his cauſe and intereſt 
in the earth; and have for their preſent wages, the pro- 
fits and gleaſures of fn, which are but er a ſcaſon; and 
hereafter everlaſting puniſhment, with the devil and his 
(a) Pſal. eix. 18. (8) Pſal. Ixaiii. 6. (c) Pfal. x. 9. 
(, Pſal. Ixix. 2. (e) John vii. 43. Eph. li. as 3. (f) Rev. xii. 3. 
5 angels. 
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angels. Bleſſed Teſus, at what expence of love, of blood 


of life, haſt thou beugbt me off from this ſervice! 

5. They are repreſented as nunTERs and FowL- 
EAS (a). With the cutmoſt vanity, craft, and cruelty, 
they tempt and force owe another, into ſinful, into ſoul- 
ruining courſes. How often they wickedly undermine 
their neighbour's character, property, ſtation, or life! 
How they hunt and perſecute the people of God! 

6. They are repreſented as MURDERERS (b). By fin 
they deſtroy themſclves: they ruin their friends and 
neiphbours ; they attempt to effaffinate their maker: 
many of them crucs/3 the Son of God afreſh: nor, vith- 
out ſhedding of his blood for, and application of it to 
them, can their hu be forgiven. — How, Lord, haft thou 
apprehended. me, thy betrayer ard murderer, aud waſhed 
me from my ſins in thy blood! How kind wy remiſſion 


-Grace, grace, unto it ! 


7. They are reprefented as Lias and DEctr- 
VERS (c). How deceitful above all things, is their heart! 
How early they go aſtray ſpeating, lies ! How they de- 
light in, and promote falle temptations, and errors; 
« ſporting themſelves with their own deceivings!“ With 
what vain hopes, end empty ſhadows of virtue, they be- 
guile themſelves and others! In their religious profeffion 
purpoſes, and acts, what do, they, but compaſs God a- 
bout with lie-; the temper and bent of their heart, be- 
ing the very reverſe of their profeſſion and pretences ! 
Lord, remove far from me, the way Hing. 3 

8. They are compared 10 DPRUNKARDS{d). With 
what care, deſire, aud delight, they feck after the plea- 
fares of fin ; embrace every opportunity to obtain them 
and count nething, no not the ſalvation of their ſoul, 
too dear a price, to purchaſe them ! How often, after 
being ſenſibly hurt thereby, or pained with iuward ter- 
ror and conviction on their account, do they, as greedi- 
Jy as ever, return to ikcir Huful courſe! How vainly 
merry! How ſtupid, outragious, and careleſs, bout 
their great buſineſs, they are thus rendered! 

3 te They are compared to S0bOMITES, and like UN- 
CLEAN perſons () Contrary to the decency ot things, 


(a) P:ov. = Dot ©. ; 
(#; Job, =: i „ Toh Sax 1 


n 
1 
J 
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contrary to the natural dictates of conſcience, they burn 
in „ the luſts of the fleſh, and of the mind ;” abuſe 
themſelves with the vileſt whoredom and departure from 
God ; and draw on themſelves his tremendous and fiery 
vengeance.—Ah * how long, hath my life been among 
the UNCLEAN! ; | | 

10. They are compared to THE1Evs and ROBBERS (). 
How craftily, eruelly, and ſhameleſsly, though often ſecret- 
ly they waſte their time and ſtrength ; and riſk their eter- 
nal ſa vation, in robbing God of his due honour, love, 
eſteem, worſhip, reverence, and time; in depriving their 
neighbours of their due regard and property ; and them- 
ſelves of their ſolid happineſs and comfort! And how 
dreadfully are they taken at laſt, arraigned, condemn- 
ed, impriſoned, and tormented in hell! 

11. They, chiefly hypocrites, are called BASsTAR PSC 
and MOTHERS CHILDREN (5). Though they be the 
children of God by creation and common providence ; or 
by outward. profeſſion ; they are not born from above 
They have no indwelling principle of faith in, or love 
to God; nothing of his moral ĩmage in them. Only from. 


f a principle of flaviſſi fear or legal hope, do all their ap- 


pearances of obedience proceed. They hate the true 
children of God, and are without all title to the promiſed 
inheritance of everlaſting felicity. Hypocrites are child- 
ren of the church, but not of Chrift the huſband thereof. 

12. They are repreſented as OAS (c). How 
quickly; how ſinfully; how vnreaſonably, they waſte 
their time, their talents and opportunities, to the abo- 
minable purpoſes of diſhonouring God, of defiling their 
neighbour, and of ruining their ſoul! And fo at, or 


before death, reduce themſelves to terrible ſtraits and 


inward torments; and not ſeldom to outward miſery 
and want! Ah, amidſt theſe pinches, to what flasiſh 
ſervice of Satan, to feed his ſwiniſh Juſts, bave I hired 


myſelf! But blefied be the Lord, who made me outrun 
my ſervice - and fly to his offended, but gracious ſelfz 


as my ſole relief. 

13. They are repreſented as Fools and 81MPLE (4). 

They have no true knowledge to direct their courle ; 
(a). Mal. iii, 3. 9. (6; Heb. xii. 6. Song. i. 6. (e). Luke 

V 19,—16G, (4). Prov. i. 22. ö 

they 
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they hate it, and deſpiſe the means of it: they prefer 
the huſks, the dung, the duſt, the ſpider's web, the 
wind of ſelf.righteonſneſs, of ſinful pleaſure and worldly 
erjoyments, to God, to Chriſt, to his righteouſneſs, 
grace, and glory, They heartily mock at ſin; at eve- 
ry thing of eternal! moment; and ridicule what they 
know not. Readily they fret at every thing like to be 
truly uſeful to them: thoughtleſsy they go on in their 
evurſe ; they prefer their body to their ſoul, time to e- 
ternity ; and choofe to provoke and diſhonour God ra- 
ther than man: headlefsly they enſnare tkemſelves in 
Satan's temptations; and, to avoid momentary fancicd 
evils, ruſh into infinite and everlaſting miſery. 

14. They are repreſented as mAb, and posskssED of 
the devil (a). In their heart, Satan and his angels re- 
fide, and render them deaf, incapable to hear God's 
voice in his word and providence ; dumb, uufit to pray 
to, and praiſe God; outragious ſcoffe rs and deſpiſers of 
divine things; rebels a aluſt God, their beſt friend; 
rejecters of his righteouineſs and ſalvation ; furious ha- 
ters of ſuch as would inſtruct and admoniſh them; em- 

ployed, in wounding and murdering their own ſouls, 


and theſe of others; and in improving Chriſt and the goſ· 


pel, as occaſions of their deeper damnation.— Lord, my 
ua me is LEGION; but do thou, with authority, . com- 
mand the unclean ſpirits to come me”: 


15. They are repreſented as roox and "EM 
ED ( 2 12 ſin 1 550 % have loſt every Nang N my 


wo #4 


to > cla them a eſtes, or ſhelter” From the ſtorm f 
God's wrath : no true friend in the creation, to aſſiſt or 
comfort them: they owe infinite debt, and have nothing 
to pay it: they are polluted and miſchievous; cannot 
ceaſe from fin: nor are they one moment unexpoſed to 
jnesprefſible-and endleſs wo.—A foniſhing grace of 


our Lord Jeſus, that though he was rich, yet, for our 
ſakes, he became poor vat. v we through his poverty 


might become rich ! = 


(a). Like xv. 17. Matth. xii. 43» ( Rev. iii. 17. 
16. They 
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16. They are repreſented as DEBTORS (a). Never 
do, nor can they, in the leaſt degree, render unto God, 
the debt of perfect obedience, which they owe to his law; 
nor even the debt of gratitude which they owe, for his 
mercies; kereby they fall under a debt of infinite ſatis- 
faction to his offended juſtice. Ah! bow they deny, 
excuſe, or extenuate their debt! How they hate their 
all-glorious Creditor: How they abhor; how they fludy 
to ſhift,. and forget, their account; and the future; the 
ſokemn, ſeaſons of reckoning ; their death; their eternal 
judgment! How ready every moment to be clapt-up in 
the priſon of hell ! And yet, alas] how mercileſs to thoſe 
who injure them! Lord, haft thou forgiven me ten thous. 


fand talents ! ſhall not IT love thee much! And for thy 


fake love, and do good to, ſuch men as hate and injure 
me. 5 „ 
17. They are repreſented as WAR and wiTHouT. 
STRENGTH (6). They cannot think 3938 thought; 
cannot ſpeak a gracious word; nor perform an accept - 
able deed : they cannot work out their ewn happineſs:; 
they cannot cry, nor. breathe, nor hook to Telus for 
his purchafed ſalvation ; rhey cannot, take hold of his. 
firength, and make peace with him: they cannot receive 
it, when-offered, nor even ceaſe from rejecting it: in 
fine, they cannot ceaſe to do evil, or learn to do well. 


Lord, without thee, I can do nathing; let my ſuffici- 


- * 


ency be of God. 


18. They are repreſented. as BLIND (c). They ſee 
not the light. of life ; diſcern not the Sun of righteouf- 
refs. ; have no true knowledge of ſpiritual objecks : no- 
thing is nearer them than God and his unſpeakable gift, 


and there own heart; yet nothing is leſs known to them. 
| Ah, how often they ſtumble and fall into fin, without. 


any proper,cauſe! How conſtantly they wander out of 
their proper courſe, and miſſead thoſe that follow them 
How uſeleſs is the cleareſt diſpenſatien of the goſpel to 
them ! How utterly deſtitute are they of all true com · 
fort! How often given up to judicial and eternal dark - 
neſs Lord, open thou mine eyes, that I may fee won- 
drous things out of thy law. . * 
) Matth, xviii. 24. (5) Rom. v. 6, (c) Rev. iii. 17 

Ws | ; 19. They 
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19. They are repreſented as NAxED (a). They have 
no Jaw-fulfilling righteouſueſs, to cover them before 
God; no inward grace; no holy converſation to adorn 
them; no ſpiritual armour to defend themſelves from 
their foes. Hence, how perpetually expoſed to the 
cold, the tempeſt, the ſtroke of divine wrath ! to the 

ſtings of their own conſcience ! to the injuries of fin, 
of ſinners, of devils, and death | How ſhamefully the 
filthineſs of their heart daily diſcovers itſelf in their 
practice! How unfit they are for every holy duty; for 
| every honourable company !—When I was thus naked, 
how, Lord, didit thou array me in, © fine linen, clean 
and white, which is the righteouſneſs of the ſaints 
20. They are repreſented as SLOTHFUL $LUG-- 
GarDs (5). How averſe to their proper work! How 
prone to delay it, and excuſe themſelves from it, with 
very trifles! How averſe to have their conſcience a- 
wakened and excited by the word, the Spirit, or the 
providence of Ged! Hew they waſte precious time, in 
doing nothing, or worſe ! Wiſe indeed, they are in 
their own conceit, and faintly defirous'of happineſs, as 
they fancy it; but their languid attempts never iſſue in 
the change of their nature and ſtate : Their hearts they 
neither keep nor cultivate: their talents and opportu- 
nities they never improve for the glory of God, or their 
own real good: and how often by mere ſhadows and 
fancies of difficulty, are they diſcouraged, from follow-" 
ing out the appearance of any thing ſubſtamial ! —Lord, 
how often have I, while ſtarving, hid my hand in my 
boſom; and would not bring it to my mouth, with the 
offered fulneſs of thy Sonn oh HS 
22. They are repreſented as CARNAL and FLESH» 
LY (c). Alas! how they prefer the momentary con- 
oerns of their body, to the eternal ones of their ſoul! 
How they attempt to nouriſh and ſatisfy their ſoul, on 
outward enjoyments ! How fixed under the reigning” 
power of indwelling fin; and given to make provier 
for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof ! Haw given to 
fteibly Tufts, that they know nothing, enjoy nothing, 
love nothing, ſeek nothing, but the things of the 27 


( Rev. ii. 17. 46. (5) Prov. vi. 6. (e) 1 Cot, ii. 14 
8 They 
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They are in the fleſh 4 fixed in their corruption, as a 
ſtate, and priſon. They walk after rhe fle/h ; act from 
carnal, corrupt principles, motives, and ends; and in a 
carnal, corrupt manner; taking delight in wickedneſs, 
and proceeding from evil to worſe. They war after 
the fleſh ; by carnal inclinations, their zeal and their con- 
tention are influenced and directed; and by carnal me- 
thods they proſecute their purpoſe. No wonder, they 


ce that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God.” 


22. They are, called srzancGers (a). They are 
ſtrangers to God; to the true knowledge of him in 
Chriit ; to the fear and love of him; to his converting 
grace, and faving fcMowſhip. Strangers to Chriſt, in 
his perſon, natures, offices, righteouſneſs, and work: 
ſtrangers to the way of peace, life, and ſalvation through 
him ; to faith in, love to, and fellowſhip with him : 
ſtrangers to the Holy Ghoſt, in his perſon ; in his work 
of regeneration, ſanctiſication, and comfort; in his gra- 
ees of hope, humility, repentauce, reſignation, zeal, 
felf-denial « ſtrangers to themſelves, to their own hearts 
and the ſinful plagues thereof; to their own lives, and 
the defects and abominations thereof: ſtrangers to the 
nature, the exceeding ſinfulneſs, the deceitfulneſs, and 
ruinous conſequences of ſin; and to the only method of 
atonement and puricfiation from it: and, in fine, ſtran- 

gers a@ the goſpel, the truths, the ways, and people of 
God.—Let me bleſs the Lord, who took the ſtranger 
in; and let me acquaint ** myſelf now with him, that 
thereby good may come unto u ſoul.” 5 
23. They are repreſented as us CIRCUMCISED in beart, 

in flech, and ears (6). Never were they pncked to the 
heart for fin ; never was its filthineſs diſcovered, or hard- 
neſs removed ; never were they filled with. ſhame and 
ſelf. Ioathing on account of it: never did they renounce 
their own righteouſneſs, or put off the body of fin: never, 


were they taught by the grace of God to deny ungodli - | 


neſs and worldly luſts ; to abſtain from fleſhly luſts that: 
war againſt the ſoul ; but continue carnal, ſavouring and 
minding the things of the fleſh, walking and warring 


after it; l carnal and outward privileges, never 
were their ears 


piritnally opened to hearken and hear, 
(%) Ezek.zlivg. (b) * xliy. 9. AQs vi. 61. 
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that their ſoul. might live. —Circymeiſe my heart, O 
Jeſus, to love thee : To hate thee is my ſaddeft hell. 


24. They are repreſented as ouTCAsTs, and FAR ore | 
from God (a). Naturally they are rejected by him; 


driven from his intimacy, favour, and protection. L 


are ſuſtained as abominable; expoſed to all evil an 


danger, no man careth for their ſoul. The multitude of 
their finful inclinations and acts, do more and more ſe- 
arate them from communion with, and conformity to 
Bod. — Let the Lord that gathereth the outcaſts of Ifracl, 
gather me to himfelf _ | 
25. They are compared to new-beorn ix rANrs, caff 
out, and lying. in their bloed (6). In their earlieſt mo- 
ments, they are rejected of God, as altogether guilty 
and lothſome in bis Hght. How univerſally unpitied 
unhelped! How unable to help themſelves, or to aſk 
for relief! How covered with the guilt ! how ſtained 


with the filth of fin! How they wallow in their own 


blood, in the mire of filthy lufts ! their heart, their mind 
their conſcience, their whole courſe, being defiled. How 
devord of the ſalt of grace! What ſtrangers to the puri- 
fying inffuence of Jeſus' blood and Spirit! How deſti- 
tute of the warming, the adorning, the ſtrengthening, 
the protecting robes of his righteouſneſs !—Thrice ſtu- 


1 time of love, when he found me lying in my 


lood, quickened-me by his Spirit, decked me with his 
rments of ſalvation, and eſpouſed me to himſelf ! 
26. They are repreſented as LosT and READY TO 
PERISH, (c). How deſtitute of every agreeable privi- 
lege! of every uſeful qualification, which can tend to 
the glory of God, or their own felicity ! How incapable 
of every good and uſeful work! How they wander in 
the wilderneſe of vanity ! of dangef and miſery! Ah! 
how they drown themſelves in the floods of the divine 
curſe! in the pit of corruption! and are on the 8 
point of dropping into eternal fire — On thy head, ( 


Jefus, for ever come the bleſſing of one ready to periſh ; f 


v 


for 7 obtained mere. 4 
27. They are repreſented as ssAVvAN Ts / fin (4)- 


For the wretched hire of carnal honour, favour, plea- 


(a) I: lei. 8. (>) Ezck. xvi. 4. 5 ; (c) Luke xix. 8 
I.. avi 13. (4) Joho vii. 3. $ 


ſure, 
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ſure, or gain, how willingly they fell themſelves to aom - 
mit wickedneſs! How they chooſe ; they delight in it l 
and make it their daily trade, and darling - employ k 
How conſtantly they are under the reigning, the enſla- 
ving power of it! With what unwearied vigour and 
care, they daily promote the Jufls of it! How they en- 
tangle their ſced, and debaſe themſelves to fulfil the 
luſts of it! And in the end they receive death and dam- 
nation, as their wages. O Son of God, make me free; 
and I ſhall be free indeed. „ | 
28. They are repreſented as REBELS (a). Contrary 
to their duty, and to their moſt ſolemn engagements, 
they riſe. up againſt God; at their own inexpreſſible ha- 
zard oppole his interelts, attempt to undo his glory and 
authority, and to oppreſs and ruin ſuch as are faithful 
to him. Alas: how many of them rebel againſt the 
light, fight againſt their own conſcience, deſpiſe his 
pardon, and erucify his Son! Did he nevertheleſs re- 
ceive gi/ts for men yea for the rebellious + Is the gift of 
God, to rebellious me, eternal life, thfough Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord: | 95 55 T's 
29. They are called vr s and sLAves (5). How 
deſtitute of all ſpiritual liberty! How conquered and. 
reduced to bondage, by fin, Satan, and the world! How 
fold into their hand, by their own inclinations, and by 
the. awful juſtice of God: How wrathfully ſtript of eve- 
ry true privilege! of all {piritual armour! of every de- 
cent robe ! How loaded with the yoke of a broken law ! 
of oppreſſive guilt! of tyrannizing corruption! and of 
wrathful afflictions! How conſtantly employed in the 
vile drudgery of fulfilling abominable luſts Lord, may 
the prey be taken from the mighty, and the lawful 
captive be delivered. Fa 


30. They are repreſented 26 enn (c). Alas! 


x 


— 


| how the offended juſtice of God, the curſe of his broken 


law, the ruinous power of fin and Satan, the deceiving 
influence of an evil world, fix them in their ſinful, their 
miſcrable eſtate! How ſhamefully their condition marks. 
their infamous guilt! How bound with the cords of ini- 
quity ! deprived of the light, the warmth of he Sun 
of righteouſneſs ;. and of every true comfort! How ſhame-- 

(9) Plal Ixviii. 18. ) If. xlix. 24. (c] Zech. is, 11. 12. 
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fully lodged with malefaQors ! with devils! with infa- 


mous men! How devoid of all true honour, reſt, or 
freſh air of divine influence ! How charged with guilt ! 
Their iniquities teſtify againſt them, and precure their 
condemnation to hell. In what terrible torment, dark- 
nets, and perplexity are they, if mercy prevent not, to 
be for ever ſhut up! Nor are their preſent enjoyments 
here any more, but the accurſed bread of the condemn- 
ed.—As for me, hath God, by the blood of the cove- 
nant, brought me out of the pit wherein there is no 
water! ES 

31. They are repreſented as s1cx and DisEA8RED (a). 
Under what ihocking plag ves of hardneſs of heart; of 
ignorance, of unbchef, legality, pride; of worldly- 


mindedneſs, covetouſneſs, diſcontentment; of envy, ma- 


lice; of ſtupidity, vain converſation, and wretched eſtate; 
they lie inſenſible of their maladies, and unconcerned a- 
bout Chriſt the phyſician of ſouls !-—-Let him who hath 
Power over all plagues heal me; for J am ſore vexed. 
32. They are repreſented as DEAD (%.. By the 
ower of fin, how dcſtitute are they of ſpiritual lite! of 
all holy, all inward warmth of divine love! How devoid 
of every heavenly, every gracious ſenſation ! How ein- 


capable to ſce the glory of Chriſt, hear his voice, handle 


his perſon, taſte his goodneſs, breathe in prayer, ſpeak 


to his praiſe, or move in his way! How uncomely, loth- : 
ſome, and unfavoury ! How ſolemnly condemned to, and 
Tipe for hell! Nor can any thing, O Je:novan, but thy 


almighty power, recover and quicken them who are dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins. Ab, hew my wandering out of 
the way, hath made me to remain in the congregation 
ofthe dead tm he 1 2 he EH Mag cr 
33. They are compared to ETHOANSs (e). How 
ſcorched with the wrath of God! How altogether black, 
vile, and unßghtly, before him ! How deep ſtained with 
fin “ How incapable to waſh themſelves into purity- to 
change their nature | How often, by {clf-rightecus at- 
tempts, have | waſhed myfelf into vileneſs! O Jeſus, 
waſh me in thy blood, and make me white as now. 
34. They are compared to CAN AANTTES (4). For 


ERR Ee 


1 


; 


the fin of their progenitor, they he under a grievons 1 


(a) II. i. 3.— 6. ( Eh. ii. 1. (c) Jer. xili. 23. (d) Zech. xiav. 21. 
; 7 — | C urfe. 


— 


| 
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curſe. For their wickedneſsagainſt God, they are de- 
voted to ruin. For carnal gain, how often difpoſed to 
deceive others, nay to put on an appearance of piety ! 


Ab! how they ſeduce, hate, and haraſs the 12 of 


God, and ſeek to extirpate them from the wor 
. They are compared to PREGNANT WOMEN (a). 

Alas! f how they conceive, carry about, nouriſh, and with 
inexpreſſible labour and hazard, bring, forth fin, that 
child of the devil! How wretchedly they conceive chaff, 
and bring forth ſtubble, — what is altogether unſubſtan- 
tial, and may conduee to their eternal torment - Con- 
ecive vanity and miſchief, and bring forth falſehood ! 
Conceive rebeition againſt God, and bring forth to 
themſelves endleſs deſtruction Alas ! alas! how labour- 
ed is their way to ruin How their curſed offspring are 
for ever like to waſte and torment the . 3 
brought them forth | 

36. They are compared to BEASTS ENSNARED in a pit 
or net (5). How often are they caught by the net of 
temptation, that they cannot recover themſelves * How 
often enſaared and ruined by the projects which they 
eontrived and exeemed to undo others] Hew often 
caught by God in the net of affliftion, where, though 
they roar and rage, they do but the more entangle 
themſelves 

37. They are compared to xAvENOUS EEASTS (c). 
The wilderneſs of a natural ſtate is their reſidence. The 


' wildernefs of this world is their beloved country. How 


untamed by Jeſus? love! H delighted! how employ- 
ed in hurting and deſtroying one another, but chiefly 
the people of God Their horns, their teeth, their paws, 
and mouth, figmfy their power, and the inftruments of 
their . 

38. . compared to za Es (4). How high 
minded! How ambitious; filthy; ſubtle How cruel ;; 


contentious; uncomely ! How unzcceptable the voice: 
of their prayer, their praiſe ! their vain and wicked con- 
verſe ! How terrible their abuſe of their power! How 


eat their haſte to ſhed blood 1 to feed on their neigh- 
r's torn character and propefty ! and to do miſchief : 

(a) Pal vii. 14. (6) PCah, vii- 1. Il. viii. 25. (e) If Av 
8 (4d) Lam. iv. 19. Mic. i. 16 | | 
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But though they exalt themſeloes as eagles, God ſhall 
bring them down: and by {tripping them of what they 
have, ſhall enlarge their baldneſs as the moulted eagle. 

39. They are compared to owrs, and other hateful 
birds (a). Alas! how the darkneſs of ignorance, the 
night of their natural ſtate, is the delight of their foul ! 
How abominable to God are their vols one appearances, 
and ſpecch! How deteſted of holy angels and men 

40. They reſemble su Doves without heart (6). 
} Under trouble and conviction they have no folid hope of 
= deliverance. They cannot ſerioufly think of, or care 


iu of their fruit! How eaſily decoyed into fnful fnares! By 
| ſorſaking God their proper reſidence, how they expoſe 
. themſelves to danger! And how ſhall they mourn _ 
. lil dove, amidſt endleſs wo ! 

41. They are compared te PARTRIDGES, that hatch 
no their egg (c). What unſubſtantial imaginations 
that never . they deviſe: What hopes of happt- 
neſs never enjoyed, they conceive! What hard wn 3.98 
poſſeſſions, profit them nothing, in the day of trouble 
and death & How are they hunted by the vengeance of. 


felicity hath my fancy fermed, which periſhed with the 
touch! Sure an immortal ſpirit was never made for work 
Hke this! | 
42. They, ebiefly tyrants, are contpaled to Lions (4. 

How potent proud! crafty! crue] “ How fierce and 
inſatiable in eppoling the intereſt, and haraſſing and de- 
froying the people of Chrift ! How they affect their 
earthly, their ſinful dens! How outragiouſly they roar 
in proud boaſting ! in murmuring againſt God, and in 
| reproaching and threatening his people Lord, tame 
| ; me, and make me lie down with thy lambs, and eat 
| raw, feed on thy word, as thy ox-like rens, and 
Fi laborious ſaints. 
Fi Gy They are likened to 1BOPARDS (a). How: "SM 
| ted with various Corruptions, are their heart and life! 
How ſubtle, pitileſs, And expeditious, are they in do- 
| | (a) If. Ani. 20: (% Hol. vii. 11. crit 4. 00 Jer. #4 

" —_ iv. 8. 2 bid. & =, 

: . ing 


i For their true intereſt. How often they build their neſt, 
of their hope, wheredifappointment formerly deprived them 


| God, and taken in an evil net! — Ah, what bubbles of 
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ing miſchief! eſpecially in perſecuting and ruining in- 


nacent ſa as! How they wart for them! ſwallow thera 


! chop their bones 1n pieces, and tear off their fleſh ! 
—Break thou their teeth, their means of injuring, 0 
God. 5 | 

44. They are likened to xEEMus, which our verſion 
renders unicorus (a). How great are their power, cou- 
rage, craft, and activity in deftroying others! O Jeſus, 
did ſuch furround, puſh, and devour thee, that my foul 


might be for ever reſcued! that in evan pinching ſtrait, 


God might hear me! . | ” 
5. They are called zxzarRs; moarRs; and wild 


beaſts (5). How uoſightly is their appearance before 


God! What a terror they are to good men! How fleepy 
and flothful ; but hard to be tamed ! How they delight 
in the cold deſart of diſtanee from God and his — 4 
Whatever ſeeming regard they ſometimes have for one 
another; how outragioufly they hate God, maliciouſſy 


tear his name, his ordinances, and people, and waſte the 
vine yard of his church! How enraged, when they are 


bereaved of their darling enjoyments ; or defeated: in 
their beloved projects! Better meet a bear bereaved of 


ber whelps, which can only tear the body, than meet a 
fool in his folly.” a | 


46. They are compared to PRacoxs (c). How they 
ſnuff up the wind of vain imaginations! How they love 


the wilderneſs of an evil world, and unregenerate ſtate ! 


How cruelly they hate, bite, and devour the people of 


God! How maliciouily, chiefty in the night of deſer- 


tion, affliction, perſecution, apoſtacy, they, by their 


| breath of falſe doctrine, and ſting of poiſonous example, 
ruin and deftroy the fouls of men! And how terrible 
. ſhall be their wailing in hell! | 


47. They are compared to norses, and FED: non 


ks (d). Ho great is their pride and vanity! With 


what outragious boldnefs, and unconcern, they haftily - 


ruſh upon infinite danger! How governed; how en- 
Aged by their various and open fleſhly luſts! In proſpe- 
rity, how wantonly they lic at, and rebel againſt God ! 


e: 7 (a) Pſal.. xxii. 21. 7 Prov. vii. 12. Pſal. Ixxx. I 4 
de) II. Aliii. 20. (4) Jer. v. 8. 


How 
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How ſhameleſsly they 7cigh, and invite others to abo- 


mination |! 
43. They are compared to wil p ASSES and DROME- 
*DarIEs (a). How pleafcd with the mountains of vani- 
ty, thadclarts of alienation from God! How given to 
fnuff up, and delight in vain fancies, unſubſtantial felf- 
righteoufneſs, and airy deluſions! How hard to be ta- 
med in ſpirit ! How ſwift * how crooked and unſearch- 
able their motions !- But, Lord, in thy ſeaſon, thou 
eanſt find us; till which, miniſters and parents do but 
weary themſclves, in queſt of our feul. - 
49. They are compared to BULLS; FAT BULLOCKS 
WILD BULLS; BULLS or KINE of Baſhan (). How 
often they enjoy great power and profperity, which 
they abuſe, to render themfelves proud, ſtupid, wanton ! 
How often they ſtrive to be ringleaders in 6n! Being 
overned by furious luſts, how they puth with tongue 
and hand, with fide and ſhoulder, with all means in their 
power, at theſe around; chiefly the faints and poor, 
that they may haraſs and deſtroy them! How unaccu- 
ſtomed to ſubmit to, and walk under the yoke of God's 


law! How fearleſs in doiug evil! How neceſſarily, but 


unwillingly reſtrained by his providence * How they 
rage, or remain uneencerned, when he ſmites them! How 
hard to be tamed by conviction or diſtreſs! And how 
ready and fit for the flaughter of his wrath ! Ye wicked, 
lift not pour horn of power and authority cn high + God 
is judge, he pulls down one, and fets another up. ; 
Fo. They are compared to 8HEEP (c). How ſtupid! 
how thoughtleſs! how improvident! how expoſed to- 
danger! how deftined for the flaughter of divine wrath ! 
They are I/ ſheep, which having wandered from God, 
cannot return to him; and for whoſe foul no man ea- 
-reth ; ready to be torn to pieces, or to be overwhelmed 
with the hail-ftorm of God's wrath. They are like zu- 


 "mrIED SHEEP 5 without anſwering the end ef their rationab 


nature, they die in multitudes: amidſt hopleſſneſs and: 
earnal unconcern, that death and damnation, may dæ- 
vour and feed upon them. Nor doth their unhappy: 

(a) Jer. R. 23; 24. ( Pfal. Ai. 12. Esck- xioiy, 20. 10 
3% Amos iv. I. 2. 3. (ei Db ) 
| : elt 


ee 
— 4 CL OY ITS "DOE "0 2 — * 


mnTT TO TY 


* ͤöÜöV—k Me, I. "> Ow wy — ww WV wo 


NG 8 A. 
. 


— 


Chap. VIII. Scxrrruxk-Mzrarhens. 201 


exit more awaken, or impreſs their hardened relations 
and neighbours, than that of ſheep. | | 

51. They are called coats (a). How unclean, nau- 
ſ:ous, and abominable! How covetous, miſchievous, and 
inſatiable! Upon what poiſonous Juſts and pleaſure, they 
feed! Ah, bow they injure Chriſt's ſheep, and ſpoil the 
paſtures of his ordinances ! Now, indeed, they herd with 
the ſaints; but quickly ſhall they be ſeparated, and con- 
demned to eternal fire. 815, 

52. They are compared to 8wixE (b). How un- 
clean their nature and praQtice! How dull, ftupid, and 
inſatiable they are! How incapable of chewing their 
cud ;—of ſpiritual meditation on divine things! How 
miſchievous to the garden and church of God, and to 
his plants and children therein! How averſe to be ſtirred 
vp from their ſpiritual ſleep and floth! How powerfully 
inclined to wallow in ſinful practices and carnal plea- 
ſures! and to return to them after they have been con- 
vinced of, and purpoſed to leave them! How conſtantly 
they look to, and ſeek after earthly things! How wickedly 
they trample on Jeſus, and his precious bleſſings! How 
hideouſly they murmur, and ſometimes roar, when God 
afflicts them! Fa #5 he te (4 
53. They are compared to pocs (c). How baſe; 
filthy; fooliſh ! How idle; unruly ; fierce | How cruel; 
greedy, gluttonous, —of ſinful and carnal pleaſure* How 


often they bark out angry words and reproachful lan- 


guage! How unſeaſonably they bite and injure their 
neighbours ſoul, their body, and intereſt! How they de- 
ceive them by fawning flattery! How flaviſhly they 
trudge in attendance on Satan their maſter { How often 
they return to thoſe very abominations, which, with re- 
morſe, they once vomited up! How often God reſtrains 
them from their inclined miſchicf 1 How wiſely he em- 
ploys them to correct, awaken, and gather his-people to 
himſelf! How wrathfully he excludes them from his 
chambers of ſpiritual fellowſhip ; and at laſt from his 


| Heavenly manſions of bliſs! — In what riches of grace, 


haſt tho Lord, looked upon ſuch a vile, a dead deg t 


Jam! 


e) Matth. XXV. 32. (50 2 Pet. ii. 2. (c) Rev. 


XXII. Fs 
e ! 


54. They 


1 KY 2401 


S — IE * 


+ vii. Bb .. . FLEE  . CARES 
* 4 Le. * 


NN 


. 
r — 


— » ” * ad >. + _ N 
; * 3 Was nin a ZR. 
a 0 e N Wen. — wo vp ans We 


gey. 
D_ 


— r — 2 POP „ — wy 
— — — 2 . . - * om Oe 
—— bG l — . I 


nA 
—— <a 
* > oli 


"ef. oa 4 gy — 
2 —— LO TIE 


* 2 n 2 
n 7 
9 —— 4 * 


2 A BRIEF VIEW OF Book 


54. They are compared to FOXES (a). How. eruel, 
crafty, and bold in tranſgreſſion! How proud, ſtupid, 


and bardened under affliction! They cry not, when he 


pierceth and bindeth them. How they truſt, delight, 
and repoſe in earthly things! How unſavoury, and un- 
acceptable, their perſon and work! How crooked and 
wregular their paths! How wickedly they hate, and 
ſeek to devour, the ſheep of Jeſus? paſture! How ſadly 


they ſpoil the vineyard of his church, by diverting and | 


ſtopping the ſap of goſpel-truth, by digging up the roots 
of inſpired doctrines, and otherwiſe injuring his tender 
ſaints! | a 

55. They are compared to viPERS; ASPS; scon 
ONS ; SERPENTS; and what our verſion renders COCK A- 
TRICES (5). They are the genuine feed of Satan the 


old ferpent : they delight in, and are filled with the poi- 


fon of fin; underneath their tongue is miſchief and vani- 


tz. How they love, efteem, and cleave to earthly happi- 


neſs, as their portion, their ALL! However beautiful, 
fome of their outward 2ppearances be; how wicked and 
miſchievous are they within ! With what violence they 
bite and deyour others! Or, with what flattery they 
ſting and ſeduce them to their eternal ruin! In tzouble, 


chicfly in hell, bow ſhall their voice go forth as a fer- 


pent, in angry hiſſing, and deſperate wailing over their 
mifery* O may grace rectif my. dreadful nature 
356. They are compared to 8PiDER8 (c). How aſpi- 
ring and ambitious! How weak, and eaftly cruſhed ! 


Ho full of envenomed eorruption! What crafty en- 


fnarers of others to their laſting ruin | Hew unprofitably 


employed, te fpm out of their own. bowels, their vain 


imag inations; their ſelf - righteouſneſs; or their unſolid, 
unbleſſed, earthly enjoy ments! What, Lord, am I, that 


with my hands of faith, 1 ſhould take hold, and live in 
thy royal palaces! ; 


57. They are likened to BAD: FISHES (a). - How nu- 
merous! how ſtupid.! uſeleſs ! unfavoury! how miſchie- 


vous, and hurtful! Even in outward liſe, how unfightly 


ſome of them! Howrrregular their moral cause! How 


te.) Luke 11. 32. (5) Matth. iii. 7. Pſab. lib 4. If. xi. l. 
) II. lia. 5. (c) Matth. xiii. 47. 48. 49. > 
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anxious to bring up their ſeed like themſelves! Now, 
they range through the wide ſea of this unſettled world; 
bat quickly ſhall they be drawn out, by the net of 
God's wrath, and caft into endlefs fire + 

58, They are likened to TREEs, and TREES or THE 
wooD {a). Whatever height of profeſſion, power, of 
profperity, they attain to; they ftill remain in the cold, 
the uncultivated, barren ſoil of their unregenerate ſtate. 
How much leſs cared for by God, than the ſaints ! 
What a fearful haunt of wild luſts, and miſchievous 
fhends! How barren of good works! Their deeds, how 
ſour, finful, unprofitable, and peiſonous! How eafily 
are they blown and toffed by temptation, delufion, per- 
ſecution ! Ah, twice dead! Naturally dead in treſpaſ- 
ſes and ſins; dead with habitual and preſumptuous re- 
bellion, and the hardening and condemning curſe, an- 
rexed to it! At laſt, by the axe of death, how wratkfut- 
ly cut down, and caſt into hell fire! dns 0 
59. They are likened to GREY BAY-TREES (5). 
How mightily they flouriſh and ſpread their influence 


on earth! But, becauſe devoid of uſeful fruit, how  _ 


quickly cut down' by mortality, and caft into the fur- 
nace of God's wrath ! eee n 

60. They are likened to BarREN FIG-TREES (c). 
However extenſive their leaves of profeſſion, their pre- 
tences to holineſs, be, where is their fruit of true piety? 
Whatever pain and patience God exerciſeth towards 
them, they are but plagues to the earth, and cumberers 
of the church. Lord Jeſus, how many years didſt thou 


come ſeeking fruit on me, and find none! Vet how didſt 
thou ſtill let me alone, and dig and dung about me?! 


61. They are compared to an oax, whoſe leaf fa- 


deth (d). However tall, ſtrong, and deep rooted on 


earth, they may ſeem; however they attempt to monopo- 
lize the ſap ef the ground, the ſmijes of providence, how * 


quickly ſhall their glory wither and fade; 2 * ſhall 
they periſk and decay Be thou, my ſoul, planted in 


the Chrift, in the courts, of God; ſo in old age, when 


"others fade, ſhalt thou flouriſh ; the flames ſhall never 


kindle upon thee. 


5 fa) Rev. vii. 3. Song ii. * (5) Pfal. xxxw 11 35. l c Luke 
Au. 6.—9. (4) If. i. 396 ; 
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62. They are like unto wiLD olives (a). Upen 
what curſed root, and in what wild deſart, of diſtance 
and alienation from God, they grow! Amidſt their 
bloſſoms of profperity, or profeſſion of holineſs, where 
is their good fruit! How long, ye Gentile nations, were 
you as a wild olive, amidſt ihews of morality and de- 
votion, living in groſs ignorance, ſuperſtition, idolatry, 
profaneneſs ; without true knowledge, revelation, righ- 
reouſneſs, without Chrilt, without God, and without 
hope in the world! | F 

63. They are compared to EMPTY and BARREN 


VINES (6). Notwithſtanding innumerable mercies re- 


ceived, they living dęſtitute of any good fruit of grace, 
or work iftended to the glory of God, are altogether 
unprofitable ; fit only for everlaſting fire. — Alas! what 
an empty vine am I, bringing forth fruit to myſelf ; 
ſeeking my own honour, eaſe, wealth, or pleaſure, in 
almoft all that I do! After all the pains which God 
hath been at with me, in ſoftening my ftony heart, in 
Hedging me about, with his law, providence, and love; 
in. building a wine preſs of a gracious nature in me; and 
in watering me with the dew, of heaven; ſtill, what 
ſour grapes of abomination I yield! ; 
64. They are likened to BRAMBLES; BRIERS; and 
THORNS (c). The barren foi] of this world, and of an 
unconverted ſtate, is their beloved refidence. How 
. how curſed of God, are they, and their 
! How they ſpoil, corrupt, and trouble the world 1 
How low and grovelling their diſpoſition ! However 


God, for a while, make hedges of them to his church, | 


yet in the end he will caſt them into the tremendous fire 
of his wrath. | 


65. They are repreſented as TA8ES (4). Being 


fown by Satan, iu the night of time, chiefly of carnal 
ſecurity, among the people of God, in the ſield of his 


church, and world, how often are they ſomewhat like 


them! How ſadly the mixture of hypocrites mar the 
growth of ſaints! How. impoſſible, now, to ſeparate 


them exactly; but at the end it ſhall. be done, and the 


() Ron. xi. 19. (% Hof. x. 1. Ezek. xv. (e, II. 11 13. 
Son, ii. 2, (4, Matth. x ii. as. . : 
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tares caſt; by multitudes, into eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 

66, They are compared to'FLOURISHING GRASS, or 
Ass ON houſe-tops ( a). How quickly they grow up! y 
How often they flouriſhin proſperity! In ſucceſs in fin ! 
nay, ſometimes, in religious profeſſion! But how quick- 
y cut down and ruined ! Amidſt their lofty and fair pre- 


| ences, how unſubſtantial! How infignificant i in the hand 


orf the all- cutting mower, DEATH ! How quickly the 
plaſting wind of affli ion, or the flames of i 
hall wither and eonſume them! Being planted is Chriſt, 
rooted and grounded in him, ge, my ſoul, as ras 
by the evater-courſer. So ſhall I never fade; death ſhall 
il his hand with me: They that go by, ſhall bleſs me, 

67. They are compared to a ROOT OF 'BITTER» 
ve3s (5). How firmly ; how ſecretly fixed in their 
unful ſtate! In what bitter ſoil of a broken Covenaint, 
an eſtate of fin and wrath, they ſtand | What bitter juice 
of corruption is within them! How diſagreeable are their 
qualities and difpeſitions / what bitter; what gall and 
wormwood-like fruit! What deſtructive and damning 
works are produced by them'! How many are poifoned, 
vexed, or tormented, by their means O Jeſus Chriſt, 
with what ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs, haſt thou ſweetened me, 
the bittereſt of all my race! 

68. They reſemble BAD F168 (c). How corrupt 3 
diſagreeable; uſeleſs! —Yielding neither iel nor 
honour to God; nor profit to men! 

69. They are compared to a-SwEEPING RAIN (00. 
What a plague to the world! How they diſturb the- 
inhabitants, and deſtrey the mercies thereof! How ſud- 
denly ſhall they themſelves be hurried, and hurry one 
another, into the ocean of infinite wrath 1 © '/ | 

70. They are compared to WATERS ;| FLOODS 3 15 
FOUNTAIN-; the srA; the TROUBLED 8EA (e). How 


great their multitude ! their power / their diſorder?! their 


pride and arrogancy ! their reſtleſs diſquiet! their noi- 
{y rage, and threatening to devour others! their perpe- 
tual caſting forth of abominable practices, monſtrous 


6% Pal. xcii. 7. and cxxir, 6. (b) Heb xii. 15. (e) Jer. 
xxiv. a. (a) Prov. xvii 8 © Pfal, xvii, 41 Kev. vii 3. 
If, tri 1. „ 

| | 8 | ___ opinions, 


——ů— 
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6piniens, unhallowed 1 and horrid forms af go- 


vernment! 
71. They are called the worLD (a). To mark their 
numerous multitudes ; their combination in folly and 
wickedneſs ; and that they are wholly inclined and de- 
voted to this world, and the vanities, luſts, and finful 
cuſtoms of it. 

72. They are called the EARTH, and men of the 
earth (5). How carnally minded! In this world, they 
have their Portion, and upon it their heart is fixcd. 
Whatever they do is fro:.1 carnal and earthly ROI 
and to carnal and earthly ends. 

73- They are compared to MOUNTAINS nad HILLS {e). 
Now fixed are they in wickedneſs! How often appa- 
rently firm their ſtate on earth! How they abound in 


power and pride, that Omnipotence alone can lay them 


low! How barren and unfruitful! How vain refuges, 
to ſuch as truſt in them! How they ftand in the way 
of God's coming to bleſs the earth! How diſagreeable 
to a ſpiritual eye, they render it at laſt! how overturn- 
ed by the earthquake, enflamed by the fire, and overs 
helme by the flood of Almighty wrath ! 

74. They are repreſented as dry ground, and a GAR- 
- DEN, without water (d). Alas! how dry! how harden- 
ed! how withered their ſou]! How barren their heart 


aud practice ! how the ſeed of inſpired eracles, and the 


warmiug rays of proſperity, are loſt upon them, and 
become to them a ſavour of death unto death! Lord 


Jeſus, am not I iuch, except Hogs water me every mo- 
ment? 
75. They are compared to MARISHES or MIRY PLA 
CES (e): What mixtures of ſouring corruption and 
filthineſs are in them / How dangerous truſting to, or 
cloſe intimacy. with them! How unfit are they for re- 
| ceiving the word and Spirit of God How four, diſ- 
reeable, and hurtful, is all that they produce How 
9 are they finally given up to the ſalt of a e ee 
| ſenſe ; and of endleis damnation 1 _ + 


76. They, chiefly harlots, are pl to sxARESs, 
NETS, PITS, and pircuss (/), How dangerous i is fel. 


(s) Joha xv. 18. 1 John vi. 19, (by Rev. vii. 3. (0 I.. xli. gt 


a) 11. i. 0 (e) Ezck, IlVii. 11. (Cf) Prov. xxili- 25. 


© | lowſhi p | 


JJ = 


and xxi . 13. (c) Rev. iii. 16. | 
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lowſhip with them! How they intice to ruinous crimes ? 
How hardly can theſe, who are enſnared into familiar 
intimacy with them, recover themſelves; but wallew in 
wickedneſs ; and fink towards everlaſting miſery ! 

77 They, chiefly hypocrites, are compared to wyH1- 
TED ſepulchres, or waLLs (a). What ſplendor, and 
pretence to purity, may appear in their outward ſtation 
and condn ! But what baſe; what uncomely; what 
abominable, and peſtilential iniquity, reigns in their ſe- 


eret practice and heart! 


78. They are repreſented as God's AND; RoD3 
SWORD 53 AXE ; HAMMER; Bow (5). By them, how 
often; how fearfully he corrects his people; and pu- 
niſheth his enemies ! how abſurd, for thoſe inſtruments 


ol his vengeance, to lift up them themſelves to his dif- 
| honour! And how often; after his work is performed 


by them, doth he caſt them into temporal and eternal 


miſery! | | 

| They are compared to BR4ass, IRON, TIN, 
LEAD (c). In different degrees, how they abound with 
corruption! How hardened in wickedneſs! How wort h- 
leſs and naughty! How. proper to be caſt into the fur- 
nace of infinite wrath ! Lord, melt me in thy love; and 
remove all my naug htineſs ! Res 


80. They are compared to pross and scun (4). 


Are they not altogether unworthy ? The filth ; the pol- 
lution ; the diſgrace of mankind 5 of nations, cities, 
churches, and families? As what an abominable and 
naughty thing, ſhall God caſt them out of his ſight, 
into the pit of everlaſting deſtruct ion, after ſeparating 
them from the godly * e e,, 
81. They, chiefly hypocrites, are compared to LUKE= 
WARM WATER, and a cAx R not Zurned (e). How often 
they mingle the true religion with a bad ? have a pro- 
feſſion, without true grace or good works! Being warm- 
ed and roaſted with his favours and judgments, they 


turn not to God, nor conſider their ways. Hence how 


nauſeous to him! and to every truly exerciſed ſaint ! 
82. They are compared to FIRE-BRANDS ; th:igs SEP 


(a) Matth. xxiii. 27. Acts xiii. 3. (6) If. X. and xiv. Plato 
zvii. 13. 14. (e) Ezck. xxii. 28. Iſ. i. 22. (A] Ezck- xi. 18. 
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ON. FIRE 3 a FIFRY oven (a). How much given to 


ſtrife, Wr. contention ! How the fire of malice and luſt. 


rageth in them ! what. means are they of kindling the 
the wrath of God, on nations, churches, and familics ! 
How often his judgments torment, and burn them down 
to the loweft hell! How, there, ſhall his wrath kindle, 
and. burn them for ever! What flames of hatred, rife, 
and paſſion, do contentious perſons indulge in them- 
ſelves, and kindle in others ! How harlots, withtheirluſt- 
ful dalliances, enflame their Companions, and burn them 
quick to everlaſting fire. 


83. They are aſſimilatedto BURNING FAT of /ambs (6), 
What ſudden, terrible, and near deſtruction, awaits 


them! And ſhall not all their earthly abundance and 
felicity, promote and enhance their ruin? 

84. Unconverted men are compared to DRY BONES s ( }. 
They have no ſpiritual ſap, no remote ſource of grace, 
no hope of eternal life; no might to revive and recover 
themſelves: nor can any creature aſſiſt them herein. But, 


Come from the four winds, O breath, O divine Spirit, 


in thy diverßfied influence; quicken them; bring them 
out of their graves of. luſt, condemnation, and miſery. 

| B5. They are compared to Tow (4), How weak and 
infGgnificant ! How eafily cruſhed ! How readily enflay 


med, and conſumed by the fire of God's wrath ! Stupen- 
dous! ! am I, notwithſtanding, pluckt out of the burning! 


86, They are likened. to a MOTH-EATEN. San: 
MENT (e). How quickly; and by what contemptible 


means, are they rendered uſeleſs, unſightly, abominable ! 


How. cruſhed; before the face of the moth 1 How cafily 


the judgments of God waſte their perſon and property 


How. eafity death gnaws them out of life; cuts them 

off! and they are no more !—Fear them not, my ſoul; 

be not afraid of their reviling for the moth ſhall cat them. 
87. They are compared to CHAFF (T). While on 


earth, they grow üp with, and cloſely adhere. to the 


ſaints. How worthleſs ; how light, unſettled, and un- 
conſtant they be How fearful do temporal. troubles 
toſs the. How quickly ſhall death and Oe beat 
them off, and blow them into bell! 


(a) Prov. vi. 25. Pal. vii. 4—7 5 peil. xxxvii. 20, 


{c) Eack. 4 If. — Iſ. lis J). Pial. i. 4. 
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88. Unfaithful friends are like a BROREN TooTH 3 and 


' a FOOT OUT OF jotxr (a). They deceive, pain, vex, and 


torment him, who depends on, or is connected with them. 
89. Deccitful friends are like a BROOR, awhoſe waters 
dry up (b). What ever aſſiſtance and comfort, we ex- 
ect from them, diſappoints us in the time of need. 
hrice bleſſed new-covenant Friend, never ſhalt thow 
pain or difappoint me; but be legs to the lame; and 
river of water in a weary and dry land. b „ 
go. A falſe witneſs is compared to a Maur, and 
wok (c). Ah, how he ſtabs, wounds, and murders 
his neighbour, in his perfon, character, or property! 
Lord Jeſus, how often am I ſuch to the! 
91. He chat ruleth not his own fpirit is like a ciTY BRo- 
KEN DOWN, without walls (4). How expoſed to temp» ' 
tation, and danger! How full of confuſion, corruption 
and fear / It is better, my foul, to rule thyſelf, to keep 
quiet thy corſcience, with the application of Jeſus" 
blocd ; to govern thy heart by his Spirit ; to order 
thy couverſation by his word; to defend thyſelf by his 
ſtrength; than to tale a city, or divide the ſpoil. Heres 
by ſhalt thou conquer Satan, the world, 'and thy cors 
rupt ions; and obtain ſolid ſatisfaction and peace; pro- 
cure unſpeakable and endleſs advantage. . 


Metaphors reſpeRting faithful miniflers. 
! FAITHFUL miniſters are compared: to Au- 
155 e). How diftinguiſhed their ſpiritual 


GELS 
comelineſs ! 2 knowledge and wiſdom! their dig- 
nity, power, and authority! By them God executeth 


* 


» 


his will, and publiſheth his mind to men. With what 


pleafure, activity, readineſs, ſubmiſſion, and faithful- 
neſs, they unweariedly fulfil his commandment, praiſe 
his name, attend his throne of grace, pry into the my- 
ſteries of redemption, watch over and comfort the 
Hints ; and excite, and in their ſtation concur with the 


() Prov. xxv. 19. 65 Job. vi. rs. (e) Prov. xuv. 18. 
{#) Prov. uv. 33. (e) Rev. i. 20. 3 


: ZB 4 _ oihey 
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other divine executors of God's judgments againſt An- 
tichriſt! But at their peril, do men expect, that they 
thould reſemble angels, i in living on ante without fault, 
or without food. | 

2. They correſpond · to WINGED SERAPHIMS, attending 
an enthroned Redeemer, while the train of diuine excellen- 
cies and iuflnencer fill the temple of tis human nature, and 
purchaſed church (a). They are fiery ones, are the light 


of the church, and burn with zeal for the glory of God. 


Their being on, above, or near to the throne, ſignifies 
their living near Jeſus Chriſt, in ſpiritual. fellowſhip with 
him, and policing the office next to him in the church. 

Their i gn, import their eminent readineſs, alacrity, 


and ſpred in his ſer vice. Their covering of their face 


and feet, imports their inſufficiency to comprehend tha 
bright glory of his perſon, office, and work; and their 


being aſhamed of their beſt ſervices, i in his fight. Their 


conſtant crying, Holy, holy, haly.is the Lord of hofts, imo 


ports, that the EN end of a goſpel - miniſtry, is to dif-- 


play the holineſs of God, and promote holineſs among 
men. The woving c,, the poſts, at the ſaund of their cry, 


denotes the ſhaking of. nations, trembling of conſcience;. 
and melting of heart, which attend the preaching of 


Chriſt. The taling a live coal from the-altar, and laying 
it upon the mouth of the convicted prophet, for the purging 
away of his fin, rnphes,. that: Jeius? atonement. applied, 


by means of the goſpel-miniitry, ices 858 confeience, 


5 ſangtifteth the. Fee 2 


3. They reſemble the Four BEASTS in 1 John" 8, and 


the CHERUBIMS,. and. LIVING CREATURES- in Ezekiel's 


viſion (5). Their number roux, imports the ſufficiency” 


of them in every age, to anfwer the purpoſes ef God in 


all the ends of the earth. Their /u/neſs of eyes within 
and without, imports their having a. deep inſight into 
ſpiritnal caſes, into the plagues of. the. heart, and the 


operation of the divine Spirit in it; and into what God 
hath ſaid to, hath done, doth, = will do, for the 
church; and into her duty and danger. in every cafe, 
It too, eſpecially their eyes-in their hands and. Wings, im- 


ports the wiſdom and circumſpection of their behaviour. 


(a) IC vi. 1.7. (4, Rev. iv. 693. and: vi. 17. and” 
AV. 7 Ezek. i. and x. 2 EEE + 


3 3 f | 'The 
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The Hur faces, import, that, like nen, miniſters are to 
be comely in their converſation, affect ionate, ſympathi- 


Zing, meek, prudent, ſagacious 3 Iixe lians, bold, eoura - 


gious, and terrible to evil-doers ; like en, tame, pa- 


tient, hardy, laboriaus ; and like eagles, intelligent, hea- 


venly-minded,-and active in their work. Their /#reight 


feet, and ſoles like thoſe of a calf,, denotes their upright: 


oſpel- converſation, and fitneſs to tread out the corn of 


God's word, for their hgqarers. Their having hands un- 
der their wings, imports. the correſpondence of their 

ractice, with their ſolemn profeſſions and engagements. 
Their wings being ſtretched upward, implies their de- 
peudence on Chriſt for furniture and direction. Their 
covering i their-bodies and feet with their wings, imports 
their bluthing at themſelves and their work before God. 
Their appearance hke /amps and coals of fire, marks their 


zeal for the glory of God, and their communicating 


light and knowledge to men. Their running fraight 


forward as a flash of lightning, imports their integrity, 


quick progreſs, and majeſty in their work. Their ge- 


ing along with the awheels, implies their conſtaut connees 


% 


tion with, and attendance on the rolling churches ; the 


ſame ſpirit is in both; and as they are dull, or active; 
ſo ordinarily are the churches. Their voice /ike many 
waters extending to the outer court, imports the powerful 
and extenſive ſpread of the goſpel, chiefly among ths 
Gentiles. Their warning people 79: come and ſee, when 
the ſeals are opened, implies, that the goſpel preached; 
tends to cauſe men conſider. the word. and providence of 
God. The man in the firmament above. them, incircled 


with fire and a rainbow, is Chrilt, as the glorious and 


majeſtic head of the church, and of the new covenant, 
inſpecting, helping, vpholding, and governing them: 


Tue waice from the firmament when they ſtaud or let down 


their wings, is Chriſt's quickening and: encouraging 
them to their work. The taking out. fire from between 
them, to caſt upon ſinners, implies that contempt of Chriſt, 


and his goſpel-miniſtry, eſpecially haſtens, and enhan- | 
ceth flaming vengeance upon a land. One of theſe beaſts 
giving the even vials to be poured on. Antichriſt, im- 


po that according to their word, and by their means, 
| that u , /in be haſtened to his ruin. | 
„ 4. They 
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4. They refemble the priesTs in Ezekiel's viſion of 
the goſpel-temple (a). Their being the ſors of Zadok, 
not of the Levites that went aſtray, implies their being 
true and blameleſs children of Jeſus Chrilt, the 719 hteous ; 
and faithfol preachers of his atonement, as the great 
ſubſtance of the goſpel ; and that ſuch as have fallen 
into ſcandal, are not raſhly to be admitted to the mini- 
try. Their ei2ht day's conſecration, implies their en- 
trance on their woxk with much deliberation, abundant 
application of Jeſus* blood, and vigorous ſtudy of gof- 
pel- holineſs; their having diſtinct chambers Vor themſelves, 
imports that their office is ſtrictly circumſcribed by the 

divine law; and that none are to interfere with their 
work or benefice, but ſuch as are truly ſent. Their 
higheſt chambers being moſ} ſtraitened, imports, that the 
moſt eminent minifters in the church, are ordinarily moſt 
hated and expoſed to trouble on earth. Their being 
« clothed with linen, not with wool, or any thing that 
cauſeth ſweat,” imports their being clothed with Jeſus? 
righteouſneſs, ard not with their own fatiguing and 
and defiling works; and that their doctrine muſt be 
pure, not erroneous and unſavoury; that their conver- 
fation muſt be holy, not offenfive, ſtupid, or ſlothful; 
nor their miniftty their burden. Their linen bonnets and 
breeches, denote their gravity, their modeſty, their 
_ chaſtity, and freedom from Antichriſtian whoredom. 
Their laying afide their fine robes ; and wearing others 
before the people, imply that though they muſt only ap- 
pear before God in the righteouſneſs of his Son; yet, by 
their holy converſation, they muſt recommend holineſs 
to their hearers and neighbours. ' Their not ſactify- 
the people with their garments,” may imply that they 
muſt not allow the people to uſurp their office; nor 
pretend, by their holineſs, or their bodily apparel, to 
convey any ſanity, merit or ſafety to them, as Anti- 
chriftians do. Their © not ſhaving their heads, or ſuffer- _ 
ing their locks to grow,” imports their abſtaining from 
Popiſh ſuperſtition, and from worldly pride and wan- 
tonnefs. Fhey muſt beware of being mtoxicared 
with drunkenneſs and carnal care. They muſt marry 

(1) Ezek. xlü. 1.— 35. and xlitt 19.— 2. and zliv. 9—31- 

and xlvi. a0. . „ 


— 
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fuch women only, as are of good report. They mult 

teach the people of God, and compoſe differences be- 
twixt them. They muſt avoid immoderate ſorrow for 

deceaſed friends. And plentifully they muſt nouriſh 

the ir ſouls on Chrift and him crucified. And plentifully 

are they and their families to be maintained by their 
people. Their boiling of the fin-offering and treſpaſs-offe= 

ring, denotes their digeſting goſpel- truth in their heart 

and judgment; and their preparing of their diſcourſes 

before they preach them. | 

5. They are called zvLErs (2). How eminent their 

excellency, uſefulneſs, and authority in the church! 

Being choſen by their people, it is theirs wiſely, meek- 
Iy, kindly and carefully, to. govern her members and 
matters, according to the laws of Chriſt, her king; and 
duly are they to be loved, obeyed, honoured, prayed, 
and provided for, as his vicegerents. of #0 
6. They are repreſented as ampassanoRs (5). Sent 
by King Jeſus to propoſe and negociate with ſinful men 
a treaty of peace with God, of marriage with himſelf, 
and of traffic with his fulneſs ; with-all authority, ear- 
neftneſs, wiſdom, fingleneſs, and faithfulneſs, they muſt 
adhere to their inſtructions; and ſtudy, by their candid 
and honourable deportment, to promote it. Deeply 
muſt they be affected and grieved, if it do not ſucceed. 
Always ought they to be in readineſs, to render an ac- 
count of their conduct to God. With the utmoſt hear - 
tineſs and humility, ought the children of men to re- 
ceive them and their meſſage. If their perſon be de- 
ſpiſed, their character injured, or their embaſſy rejectedʒ 
to what divine vengeance it expoſeth the guilty! And 
what a fearful] preſage of approaching wrath, is God's 
calling them faſt off from their work: _ f 
7. They are reprefented- as wir xESSES (c). With 
fidelity, diſtinctneſs, boldneſs, and impartiality, they 
teſtify to men, that which they have ſeen and. heard 
concerning Jeſas Chriſt and his truths; and according 
to the word of their teſtimony, ſhall you nations be ac- 
quitted or condemned at the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. 
Under Antichrift they are zaue witnefes ; few, but ſuf - 
(a) Heb. xiii. 7. 11. (5-2 Cor. v. 18. 19. 20. (c) John xv. 


ak. Rev. i. 
5 fieient, 
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ficient, powerful with God; but clothed in ſackcloth, 
mourning and diſtreſſed, 5 
8. They are compared to PARENTs-(a). How great 
is their dignity and authority in the viſible church) With 
what ardent love, earneſt deſire, fervent prayer, and la- 
borious miniſtration of the goſpel, they promote the ſpi- 
ritual birth, inſtruction, reproof, ſafety, nouriſhment, 
and rule of the ſaints! How tenderly they care for, 
fympathize with, and exemplify godlineſs, to church» 
members: How mightily grieved with their miſcarriages! 
And how tenderly to be loved, eſteemed, and revered, 
by them ! What a loſs to be deprived of them! 
9. They are repreſented as woorrs; and FRIENDS 
ef the Br idegroom (b). By Chriſt's appointment, and 
with a fingle regard to his intereſt, and to the ſouls of 
men, they propoſe to them an offer of ſpiritual marriage | 
with him. With every gaining conſideration of their 
neceſſity, and of his excellency, honour, riches, beauty, 
and love, they prudently, faithfully, and earneſtly en- 
force the propoſal. To him they return an account of 
their diligence. With what ſorrow their hearts are fill- 
ed, if the treaty ſucceeds not! With what joy, if it do! 
How delighted to hear the Bridegroom's voice: A 
how averic to be loved in his ſtead ! . 
1e. They are called waRRIORS (c). Being ſolemnly 
enliſted under Jeſus' banner of truth and love, diſtin- 
guiſhed with the livery of his call to, and furniture for 
their work, clothed with his rightecuſneſs and grace, 
armed with the whole armour of God, nouriſhed with his 
influence and proviſion, in face of difficulty and danger, 
they employ themſelves in the vigorous defence of his 
church, ordinances, and truth. Skilfully they muſt wield 
and puſh the /avord of rhe Spirit, and of church diſei- 
pline and goverument, launch the ſpear and dart, and 
the arrows of divine truth, againſt every ſpiritual enemy. 
Never mult they entangle themſelves with worldly bufi- } 
refs, carnal offices, or temptations; but 0 m. make 
war on the kingdom of Satan; pull dows his frong holds * 'Þ 
of ſinful luſts, abominable errors and hateful practices; 
and endeavour to conquer finful men to Jeſus Chrift, the 
(. 1 Cor iv. 15. (6) John iii. 29. 2 Cor. i. 2. (c 3 Tim. 
ii. 3. and iv. 9. 1 bs 
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Saviour. So ſhall they obtain a crown of righteouſneſt, 
and reward of eternal life. | 
11. They are called warcunk (a). Being placed 
by Jeſus Chriſt in an high and important ſtation; it is 
theirs faithfully, and impartially, to watch over the ſouls 
of church- members; to obſerve their ſtate, their caſe, 
and walk; to watch over the truths and inftitutions of 
Heaven, that none be corrupted or loſt. It. is theirs to 
notice the variation of the times and providences of God 
to obſerve the motions and approaches of every ſpiritual 
enemy, that, during the night of diſtreſs, and of time, 
they may give us diſtinct, early, and full warning of our 
duty and danger. Of vchat infinite importance is their 
work to the ſouls of men! What labour and danger at- 
tend it! But if they deſert it, give up themſelves to ne- 
gligence and ſleep in it, how guilty are they of the blood 
of ſouls! and how expoſed to the moſt tremendous 
4 vengeance- of God! | 7 e 
12. They are repreſented as TRUMPETERS (5). Di- 
vinely authoriſed and qualified, how ſweetly ; how 
loudly ; how couragioufly; how plainly and ſkilfully 
they proclaim the offices, the approaches, the ſpiritual 
featts, the promiſes, the pardons, the Jaws, the threaten- 
ings of King Jeſus to men! And call them to attend 
the ordinances of his worſhip! With what uudaunted 
boldneſs and diſtinctneſs, they warn them of their faults, * * 
and their danger; direct and encourage them in their 
ſpiritual conflict with their indwelling ſin, with Satan, 
and with a preſent evil world! and ſhew themſelves pat- 
terns of bravery and diligence therein | | 
13. They are repreſented as LEADERS and GUIDES (). 
How extenſively ; how eminently acquainted with the 
truths of God! with the duties of religion! with the 
temptations of Satan ! and with the ſnares of the world! 
With what diſtinguiſhed care and patience, they lead 
men into the knowledge of divine myſteries ! into the 
practice of holy duties! into the exerciſe of fighting 
with, and purſuing after ſpiritual enemies — and con- 
duct them ſafely, through this world, in the way that 
leadeth to eternal life ! ee OT e * 


1 0 Heb. xii. 17. Ezek xxziii. 7. (5) If. Iviti. 1. (e) 1 Cor. 
ö 14. They 
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14. They are called pasTORS ; SHEPHERDS; BISHOPS; 
Or OVERSEERS (a). They are divinely appointed, and 
folemnly engaged, carefully to lead the flock, the mem- 
bers of Jeſus' church; tenderly to feed them with his 
truths and ordinances ; overſee, watch over, defend, and 

keep them together; and to ſeparate from among them 
the ſcandalous and openly wicked. And from their 
flock ought they to reccive a proper ſubſiſtence. From 
Jeſus ſhall they receive an everlaſting reward. Ws 
15. They are called puiLDERs (b). Being divinely 
inſtructed and appointed by Jeſus, the ſovereign Archi- £ 
tect of the church, they muſt clear off the rubbiſh of 0 
falſe doctriue, and ſinful cuſtoms. Every doctrine, in- 2 
ſtruction, and example which they exhibit, they muſt WM # 
eſtabliſh on Chriſt the foundation, and his ſure and im- b 
moveable word. The corner · ſtones and pillars of fun - F 


Jamental truths, they muſt eſpecially confirm; and muſt r 
cloſely connect their whole doctrine, and conduct there- | t] 
with. Carefully muſt they attend the rule of inſpira- te 
tion in all that they do. Inceſſantly, ſkilfully, and ear- d 
neſtly, they muſt promote the conviction, the illumina- p 
tion, the union to Chriſt, the juſtifieation, ſanctification, le 
comfort, and endleſs felicity of their hearers. Were not Pp 
you, prophets and apoſtles, wiſe zaſter-buildert, con- ce 
cerned in laying the foundation, and principal matters | 
of the church of God? |. + | | ww; nf Þ =! 
16. They are repreſented as Fi8HExs oF men (c). |} fu 
With what labour, care, ſkill, and expoſure to danger, pe 
they caſt the net of the goſpel, into the fea of this world, to 
and ſpread it upon ſinners, that they may draw them to |} © 
Chrift ! It being adapted to their various conditions, dil 
ſame are hereby caught in reality; others only in ap- V« 
pearance. When, O Jeſus, wilt thou direct them to Mi 
caſt the net on the right fide. of the ſhip, that a multi- or 
tude may be incloſed! When ſhall the whole dead ſea kr 


of this world be covered with theſe fiſhers! When ſhall 
the ſouls they catch be, like the fiſh of the great ſea, 
countleſs in number; and exceedingly diverſified in caſe! 
17. They are compared 10 PLANTERS; to KEEPERS | 
OF A VINEYARD ; tO VINEDRESSERS (4). It is theirs te 
(o Ezck. xxxiv. 4. Acts xx. 28. (b) 1 Cor. iii. 11. (c) Ezc ks 


xIvii..z0. Matth. iv. ig. 4, Song viii. 33. 1 Cor. iii. 6. 7. 8. 
22 | = found 
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found and plant churches ; to water them with goſpel- 
oracles and ordinances ; to watch over and defend ehe 
doctrines, and members, from ſpiritual hurt. It is theirs 
to take the foxes; to call falſe teachers to account; te 
refute their error, cenſure and reject ſuch as are obſti- 
nate in evil ways. It is theirs, to promote the gracious 
implantation of ſinners into Chriſt ; to reprove, refreſh, 
comfort, enourage, and direct the ſaints, who are the 
beloved, the darling vineyard, and garden ef Gd. 

18. They are compared to sTEwaRDs (4)- Being 
entruſted by Jeſus with the charge of his oracles, his or- 
dinances, his houſe and family of the militant church, 
and the ſouls of men pertaining to it; it is theirs, care- 
fully to overſee whatever is done; to aſſign each mem- 
ber his proper buſineſs ; and, in due ſeaſon, give him his 
proper proviſion, his portion ef promiſes, threatenings, 
reproof, cenſure, encouragement, or comfort. To Jeſus 
they mult give an account of their conduct. And how 
terrible their condemnation, if they corrupt or conceal 
divine truth! if they diſerder, pollute, or break the 
peace of the church ! if they waſte their time, their ta- 
lents, their opportunities, to ſinful or inſignificant pur. 
poſes! Or, if they beat, deſpiſe, reproach, or unjuſtly 
cenſure their brethren and fellow- ſervants. ink He 
ig. They are repreſented as s£RvANTs and Lanour- 
ERS (b). Being ſolemnly engaged to, and kired by Je- 
ſus, to occupy in his church; it is theirs, by every pro- 
per method, however baſe or difficult to the carnal eye, 
to promote his glory, and the ſpiritual edification ot. 
men, Always, and in all places, they are to be very 
diligent, humble, obedient, fingle, aud fai tirful, in their 
work. Always they are to exert their whole power and 
ill; and ſeize every opportunity; that, by the public 
or private diſpenſation of the goſpel, they may be in- 
ſtrumental, in plowing up the fallow- ground of mem 
hearts; in pluck in them as brands out of the burning z 
in hewing them off from their oldc-ovenant root; in ga. 
thering them to Jcſus; and promoting their heavenly 
z courſe. Patiently they are to bear whatever burden of 
work, of trouble, or perſecution, God may lay upon 


(9) 1 Cor: iv, 1. Lb Jour? (5) Math, is 374 © 
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them. In ſs doing, however unſucceſsful their labours 
be on earth, —how glorious and laſting ſhall be their 

heavenly reward! | jk 
20, They, as the ancient prophets, are MEN dr 
Gow (a). By God they are choſen, called, and fitted 
for their work. Near him they ſtand in their office, 
Near him they live in their holy converſation ; and are 
his deputtes, his diſtinguiſhed repreſentatives, and pe- 
culiar property on earth. He is the ſubje&-matter, and 
the obvious end of their work. The injuries done to 
them, he will ſharply reſent. For he that deſpiſeth 
them, deſpiſeth him that ſent them. A 


21. They are like a Fock 2 newly waſhed, even- horn, 
and tauis · bearing ſheep (b). How numerous | How kindly 
connected! How waſhed in perſon, by Jeſus' blood! 
ſanctiſied in nature, by his cleanſing Spirit! How karm- 
leſs, pure, holy, patient, and uſeful !—How rich their 
paſtures of inſpiration! How noted their harmonious af- 
fection! How equal their power and authority aſſigned 
them by Chriſt! How earneft their endeavours, and 
happy. their ſucceſs, in winning ſouls to him! It is 
theirs, like he goats, to go before the flock ! and be ex- 
amples of the believers, in word, in converſation, in 
Charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. 4 
22. They are like two YOUNG ROES, that are twins, ¶ th 
and feed among the lilies (c). How lovely, active, and Þ th, 
pure! How tender their affection to mens ſouls! How ef 
Rated and ſtrong their enmity to the old ſerpent, and his H. 
| ſeed! How grievous and hurtful their attacks from them, Ch 
eſpecially if they indulge themſelves in floth ! How often | So 
ſmall, though ſufficient to bear witneſs, is their number 
How harmonious their affection! How equal their power diſt 
and authority in the church! By what delightful ſtudyß 
and meditation, they feed on the ſcriptures, on goſpel- 
ordinanges,/jn, happy fellowſhip with Jeſus, the Lily of blef 
zhe walley, and bus people?! „ | 
23: They reſemble Doves EYES (4). With what 
meckneſs, purity, ſincerity; with what fingleneſs of 
t, chaſte affection to Chriſt and his people, do they fi 
pry into the goſpel of peace, and make it known to men; Ya 
rn N. $20 Tiew ty in and vi. 6. ; 
7 iv. . VII. 3+ 2 | IV. 1: 28 
8 . pleaſantlyx 


Þ of men, and rage of devils, are eſpecially 


| Spoken againſt! 
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pleaſantly watch over the church ; warn her members of 


% C 


danger; and dire& them to Chriſt and his way! 
24. They are compared to oLtvE-TREES: (a). How 
comely and flouriſhing their office and conduct! In them 
the oil of goſpel-· truth is lodged ; and by them it is com- 
municated to others. By Tow the goſpel of peace is 
preached, and its all- healing ſpirit and influence, offer- 
ed and brought near to men- _— 
25. They are called the 6Loxv'oF Carer (5). On 
them his image and authority are ſtamped. In what they 
do, his glory and honour is intended. Aud by them 
are his Ml ts excelleneies publiſhed and declared. 
26. They are a feet sAvopR or CHRIST Wile 
Go1 c). Having received from Chrift their grace, their 
gifts, their office, how pleaſant to God are they, and 
their evange'icaÞminiſtrations ! By them how ſweetly 
are declared the riches of his grace, and manifold other 
excelle neies, in them that believe! and the abundance of 
his wiſdom; power, holineſs, and (quity in them that 
periſh ! Dreadful thought ! Ye finneds ; ſhall God ; ſhall 
a. Saviour be exalted in your endleſs damnation, if you: 


T refuſe him? 


27. They are repreſented as a syECTACLE fa angelt 
and men (d). How expoſed to open view, on the 
theatre of this world! Ah, what s16xs, againſt which- 
the contempt, the obloquy, the malice, the e 

iſcharged! 
How often held as weak; as fooliſh; as wicked; for 
Chriſt's ſake! How often a gazing»ftock, every where 


＋ (e). What a 


28. They are compared to L1GH 


| diſtinguiſhed meaſure of truth, of ſpiritual knowledge, 
they poſſeſs, and communicate to others, for their in- 
2 ward refreſhment,. inſt ruction, and comfort! What 


] 


bleſſed means of» diſcovering men to themſelves : ſhew- 
ing them the plagues of their heart, or the grace that 


hat fi been given them !* What means of diſcovering to 


men the excellencies of Chriſt, and the glory of God 
in him! how unhappy ; how devoid of ſpiritual light 
and conſolation ; the places where they are not! 


w 


© (=) Rev. zi. () 1 Car. ix. 23. (c) 2 Cor. ii. 14. 
| I Cor. iv. 8 (e) Maith v. 6. . 
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dreadful chen this light is turned into darkneſs ; and 
miniſters are ignorant, or repleniſhed and clouded with 
error! 
259. They are compared to 8TArs (a). In the firma- 
ment of the church Jeſus bath planted them, and fur- 
niſhed them with diverſities of gifts and prices, for the 
1 offit ; and for reffeſhing, quickening, inſtructing 
| r W them to himfelf ; for guiding them, 
pate, amidſt this bew 11dering world, they wander in 
the night of trouble and time; or, amidft the ſwelling 
ſeas of manifold temptations and trials, they ſail to the 
home and haven of endleſs felicity ! How they are held, 
ſupported, and directed, by Jeſus, in his right hand 


How high in their Karin and office ? How near to God 


and heavenly things are their motions and courſe ! How 
eaſily beclouded their ory. ! How readily ; how wide- 
diſcovered their ſhameful blots! — O when ſhall the e- 


ternal day break; that ſtars may diſappear, ſhadows lee 


away, aud Chritt be ALL W ALL! 
30. They are compared to CANDLES and Lamys (5). 
In themftlves how inſignificant 1 But being formed, and, 


from the fire of Jeſus? light and love, lighted by the 


Holy Ghoſt, with gifts, office, and grace; how uſeful, 
duriag the night oftime, to enlightenadark world bw 
KEY” 8 that they ſhould appear, and ſhine publicly 


How generouſly they ſpend themſelves in iHuminating 


others! How often, moved from one nation and place, 
to another! When, Lord, Mall candles be extinct, and 


never · waſting glory ſhine ! ! 


31. They are compared to cLovDs.(c). Receiving 


their gifts, their grace, their office, from the ocean, the 
fulneſs of Chriſt; what appointed means of conveying: 
the rain, the dew, of divine truths and influences; to 
men! Nor can they be uſeful, but as God pleaſeth. 
Are they not à kind of vail interpoſed between weak- 
ſighted mortals, and his dazzling brightneſs “ How ex- 
poſed to obſervation, and to tempeRts of trouble! How 
ſupernatural and ſpeedy their motions ? How heavy the 


judoment, when they are removed from a land, or their 


ul ulneſs divinely reſtrained! 


32. They are like to the FISH POOLS 5 by. the gate m ö 
Bath. 


: (#} Rev. i 1, 20, (6) Math, v. 15. (c) I, v. 6. 
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Bath-rabbim (a). How clear their inſight itto divine 
things! How plentiful their fulneſs of the goſpel ! How 
great their quietneſs and conſtancy ! What a bleſſing to 
the multitudes which attend their miniſtry! By their 
means, what numbers are made to know their own ſpi- 
ritual features; and are nourithed up to eternal life! 
33. They reſemble ILL ARS POSTS 3 and BEAMS (6). 
How ftrong in gifts and grace! How well fixed, and 
founded on Chrift ! How uſcfully they ſupport, and* 
connect the members and ſtructure of his church! How 
plainly they exhibit his laws to men! 

34. They reſemble. the Tows N David builded for © 
an armoury, or the Tower / Lebanon, that looked to- 
award Damaſcus (c).- For the ſecurity and glory of his 
church ; for the obſervation of his principal foes, they 
are erected, and ſtrengthened by Chriſt, and on him as 
their ſure foundation. How high is their ſtation! Ho- 


vupright, heaveuly, firm, and conſtant, ought they to be in 


it! How abundantly furniſhed with ſpiritual armour! and 
ready, by diſpenſing the goſpel, to confer it to others! 


They are eſpecially to watch againſt, and oppoſe, their 


molt dangerous ſpiritual enemies. And like a cer of 
ivory; how pure; how comely ;-how ſelf conliſtent, - 
and firm, axe their doctrine and converſation '- | 

35. They reſemble caariors (4), How glorious - 
curious, and coſtly, their erection and office! By:them, 
in goſpel- miniſtrations, Jeſus* name is carried before the 
Gentiles; and hez in a royal and majeſtic, a quick, 
eaſy; and triumphant manner, rides through the world; 
ſabdues, and ſhews his glory, and love to his choſen; 
conquers his ſpiritual oppoſers. In their bloody ſuffer- 
ing, and flaming zeal, they reſemble a chariof with red 
borſe:. In their abje& outward appearance, their ſelf- 
denial, their inſight into ſpiritual -myfteries, 67 af 
ſemble a chariot: with black horſer. * In their holy lives, 
their pure dodrines, and ſpiritual conqueſts, they re- 
ſemble a chariot avith white harſes. In their diverſity of 
gifts and graces, they are like to a chariot with grizzled- 
and bay horſes. In the apoſtolie age, they reſembled tire 
firit chariot. Th the Aatichriſtian period they reſemble ' 

(a) Song vii. 4. (5) Song i. 17. and iii. 16, Gal. ii. 9. 
Song iv. . and vii. 4 (A) Zech. vic 1,—8- „ 

735 they 
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the ſecond. In the millennial period, they ſhall reſemble 
the third. In the laſt days, they may be compared to- 
the fourth. In cvery form, and period, they iffue fan 
between mountains e, braſt 5 appear according to the 
ſettled purpoſes of God, and nee; dick 
oppoſitions. | 
6. They are called ranTHEN VF SSELS: (a). In 
themſelves, how frail ; baſe ; contemned ; and troubled t 
But God fills them with the treaſure af goſpel- truths, 
to convey it to others; that thus the excellency. of its 
powerful influence, may appear to be of him. | 
37. They reſemble a xounD GoBLET full of mixed 


liquor (5). How diſtinguiihed is their capacity and 


fection! How abundant their fulneſs of evangelic 
gifts and grace, for pur:fying themſelves And for ad- 
miniſtering conviction, direction, and comfort to others! 

38. They are compared to sur (c). By. their holy 
converſation ; by their faithful diſpenſing of goſpel. doc- 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government ; they check 
corruption, and error; they preſerve perſons. and: 
churches from rottenneſs, unſavourineſs, apoſtacy, and: 
ruin; they preſerve nations from general profanerefs,. 
and deſolating flrokes. How ineorruptible and laft ing 
their effice !! How calculated to prepare the redeemed 


| for the feaſt of their God! How carefully they ſearch. 
mens wounds, for the healing of them! Hence what 


an eye; ſore and trouble to the wicked and ſeandalous! 


But if, by carnality, unholineſs, or ſſoth, minifters loſe | 


their own ſavour, none are more bopeleſs:; none more 


uſeleſs ; ; none more ripe for eternal fire. 


They reſemble scaRIET THREADS (4): Im them- 


res, how weak; frail; and incouſtderable:! yet how 


*%- 


comely, How. expoſed to trouble and perſecution ! And 
is not the ſource, the ſubſtance, and end of their mini- 
ry. Chriſt; and him, as bearing-our guilt, and cruci- | 
fed for our crimes.? 


Wherein they reſemble a human 7 "Ro 2 eyes, lips, mech, [ 


— 


breaftty bt feet. See chap. XI. 


n ; 


() 2 Cor . (0 Song; ez () Matthi'y, 13. 
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le 5 WES Z | 5 
58 E EA X 
71 
. Metaphors reſpecling falſe teachers, and unfaithful 
a miniſters. 
15 | 1. FA LS E- 5 are repreſented as . 
Ws, and SPIRITS OF DEVILS (a). By Satan they are 
bo ſeut, excited, directed, and actuated. His honour and 
intere ſt they promote and maintain. And in filthineſs, 
od; in pride, in malice, in ſlander. of, the ſaints, in active 
a4 watt ing of the church, and in —_— mens fouts, 
lie they. imitate bis- example. ; 
ods 2. They, chiefly ſome principal ones, are called Ax- 
g 1 TICHRISTS (5). They oppoſe Chriſt in his perſon, his 
ty office, his righteouſneſs, his interceſſion, his inftruce 
— tion, his laws, his e his government, and the 
* end of his work. 
ad; 3. They are repreſented as FALSE PROPHETS and. . 
— 5 Ares T LES, aud ſome of them as falſe Chriſts (c): Pre- 
fs. tending. a commiſſion from God, and often a diſtin-- 
g guiſned one; ſometimes to be the Meſſiah, they, in his 
8 name, publiſh- their falſe doctrines; attempt to erect 
TY falſe churches.; claim. uncommon power; praiend di- 
> | ftinguthed gifts and grace; propheſy of future events; 
TY promiſe to themſelves wk their followers liberty and: 
"= peace, when ſwift deſtruction cometh upon them. f 
me 4. They are repreſented-as MURDERERs (4); By ne- 
— | gleQing te warn the wicked of their evil ways, and to 
 þ promote their repentance, by falſe doctrines; ; by wiek⸗ 
* ed example; and by unfaithful diſpenhag of divine or- 


a. dinances, they deſtroy the cauſe and intereſt of truth; 
| n Jeſus afreſh ; and ruin the. ſouls of men. 

They are repreſented. as- iure, and. wnonisg 
| WOMEN (e). With the utmoſt impudence, craft, and* 
4, . carnal enticement, they decoy multitudes to go a- who- 
Hg ring from God and his ways, aud to defite themſelves, 
6 falklling the luſts of the fleſh and of the mind. 

6. They are repreſented. as angry. MOTHER'S CHIL» 


(a) 2 Cor. xi. 2 Rev: xvi. 14. (6) 1 John. ii. 18. (c) 8 
B. Us, 1. Match. zzive 34. (4), Tech. xi. 5. 0 Rev. ii. 20. 
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PREN, and 0UTRAGIOUS WATCHMEN (a). Being ori- 
ginally members of the church, but never born of God, 
they bate bis true children. With their enflaving er- 
rors and will-worſhip, they ga about to oppreſs and 
hinder them from their proper work. Sadly: they ha- 
raſs and wound them, reproach their conduct, expoſe- 
them to injury, aud attempt to rob them of their all. 


covering vail, Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, 


They are repreſented as Chriſt's companions or 
rivals (5). Whatever love to, and connection with him, 
they pretend; they heartily hate him; ſet themſelves on 
x level wn him; ſeek to undermine his intereſt, and 
deſpoil him of his ſubj<&s, his bride. Never, O Jeſus, 
permit me, whoriſhly and wickedly, to turn afide by- 
their numerous flocks. FE . 

8. They are repreſented as THIEVES and ROBBERS (c). 


Without any regular miſſion from Chriſt, or call from 


his people, how often they ruſh into the miniſterial func- 
tion! Howotten they rob the Redeemer of his due ho- 
nour, as ruler, as prieſt, or prophet of his churcly!- How” 
wickedly they rob the ſaints of their ſpiritual privileges, - 


and-confer them upon others! rob men of their goſpel- 


, 


8 ! and attempt to ſell them into the ſlavery of- 
atan! | | 


own inventions; and, having thus cerrupted it, impoſe - 


it upon their-hearers for pure and genuine truth. Un- 


der high pretenees to friendſhip, to piety, to peace, to 
knowledge, or zeal, they decoy men into corruption and 
error; and bring on themſelves and their followers ſud- 
den deſtruction. . 
10. They are reprefented as BLIND warchNHE N; 
BLIND GDADEs (e). Being deſtitute of the ſaving know- 


ä ledge of Jeſus, and his truth, they preſumptuouſly pre- 
tend to direct the principles and practice of others; 


and with them fall into ſudden ruin. 

11. They are: repreſented as 10 sHEPHERDS KV. 
They are: but the ſhadows and images of true and faith- 
ful minifters. Their followers, they ſeduce into the 

(a) Song i. 6. and v. . {by Song i. 6. e) John T1. 
{4) a-Tim. iii. 13. (e) Iſ. vi. 10. / Tech. xi. 117. 

paſtures 


9. They are called PzCcervers and sr 15 (4. 
| They deceitfully mingle the goſpel of Chriſt with their 


, 3 Ne 
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paſtures of vain imaginations, and paths of ſpiritual, or 


groſs idolatry, and alienation from G 
12. They are called xixELINGs (a). Not frem ge- 


nuine affection to Jeſus or his people, do they labour 


in the miniftry ; but to procure carnal favour, honour, 
pleaſure, or gain. And in times of perſecution and 


trouble, how readily they deſert their — no the 


3 of truth! 
They are reprefentels as FOOLISH” BUILDERS of 


hay * ſtubble (6). How light, empty, and worthleſs 
are the falſe doctrines, the corrupt practices; which, 
with great care, and apparent ſkill, they eſtabliſh, 
preach, and promote, as if founded on the perſon and 
authority of Chriſt! And how incapable to abide the 
trial of his word! 

14 They are repreſented as DAUBERS with ee 
ed mortar (c). By their falſe and ineonſiſtent tenets 
and conduct, they exert themſelves to confirm the wick 
ed in their ſin; in their dependence on felf righteouſ- 
nels; andto ſhake, to raze, the hopes of the ſaints founded 
on Jeſus promiſe, perſon, and blood But ſpeedily 
ſhall their management be expoſed to their ſhame ; and 


| iſſue i in their, and their followers, everlaſtiug ruin. 


ig. They are repreſented as CAN AAN IrES and MEA 
chANTS (4). Sprung from a curfed root, with what 
fraud and covetouſneſs, they, for carnal advantage, re- 
ject, corrupt, and miſapply the oracles of God! * How 
often they diſpenſe his ſacred inſtitutions to unfit perſons, 
or in an improper form! How often they pretend to 
confer fpiritual favours! And by other like methods, un- 
numbered, deceive and ruin the fouls of men! 

16. They are eompared to ROARING LIONS (e). With: | 
what boldneſs, fiergeneſs, and eruelty, they roar out 
their errors and curfss; vent their E threat - 
enipgs, and malice againſt the faithful ! And ſpread ter- 
ror and deſtruction among men! | 

17. They are called woLves-(f). Alas! how they 
lave the darkneſs of ignorance, and ſhun the light of 


God? s word! What a terror to watchful, or walking. 


(a) John . 12. (% Cor. iii. 12. (c) Exzeck. zii. 10. 
8 Zech. xiv. 21. 4 Pet. ii. 3. (e Eazek. Xxii- 23. ( Math. 


. 16. 
Sie . 
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faints! How greedily, crucliy, and craft ily, they deſtroy 
the church of God, and the {piritual lives and iutereſts 
of men |! | | | 5 
18. They are called voxts (2). How unclean ; noi- 
ſome; abominable | How ſubtlely they ſhun the light 
ef inſpiration or conviction! With what amazing. 
greed, covetouſneſs, cruelty, and craft; and with what 
ſhifts, evaſions, and ſelf. inconſiſtencies, unnumbered, 
they, eſpecially in the night of periecution, trouble, or 
aarnal ſecurity, —ſpoil God's vineyard! unfettle weak 
and young profeflors ! ruin mens ſouls! and promote 
Satan's intereſts ; till they be reitrained by providence, 
checked by faithful cenſure, or cut off by death! And 
ah, how often are they proudly flupid under theſe 
checks! Fl 7 55 . 
19. They are repreſented as LAZ Y, GREEDY, DUMY 
BeGs (5). How filthy; ready to return to the abomi- 
nations which they once ſ{zemed to recant and abhor! 
How malicious their enmity againſt Jeſus Chriſt, his 
miniſters, and people! How ready to bite and devour 
the ſouls of men; ta raiſe a noiſe of perſecution and re - 
proach againſt the cauſe of Gad, and: its adherents! 
How ſlothful in every thing truly good and expedient ! 
How covetous of ſome carnal enjoyment ! How ready 
to hurt him, that putteth not into their mouth! How 
negligent to repreve and warn the unruly ! Nay, how 
ready to-connive at, and ffaiter them; chiefly if powerful: 
and rich! 8 7 7 
20. They, chiefly the Antichriſtians, are likened to- 
SCORPIONS (c). What diftinguiſtied ſeed of the old 
ferpent! How eaſily provoked to the moſt outragious 
fiiry againſt God and his church! with what pretences 
of piety and peace they vail and cover their error and 
wickedneſs ! How ſubtlely; how inceſſantly, they ſmite 
their oppoſers with the vileſt reproach; the cruelleſt: 
perſecution; and the heavieſt eenſures! With what: 
quickneſs and craft, they inſtil the poiſon of error andi 
abomination into their followers! And how divinely are 
they reſtrained from poiſaning and ruining the ſaints ! 
21, They, chicfly the Antichriſtians, are marked out 
(@- Song ii. 15, (5) If. lvi. 10, 1. (c) Rev. ix. 3. 


| 5. 6. 
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by the LocvsTs in the apocalyptic viſion of the fifth - 
trumpet (a). From the infernal ſmoke of ignorance 
and error, they derive their origin. How quickly they 
multiply and ſwarm.! United under one head, be angel 
of the bottomleſs pit, the devil, and pope!— How harmo- 
nious, couragious, and active are they, in ſpreading er- 
ror and corruption! How marked with out ward gran- 
deur; with uſurped authority; and ſuperſtitious reve- 
rence of the mob! How noted their plauſible pretences 
to piety; their affected courteſy ; their Juftful effemi - 
nacy ; their fawning flattery and ſmoothneſs ; and their 
enticing of multitudes to ſpiritual whoredom ! How di- 
ſtinguiſded their cruelty and fraud in deſtroying the 
ſouls, the bodies, and the eſtates of men! How breaft- 
plated with hardneſs of heart, ſearedneſs of conſcience, 
and with civil and ecclefiaftic laws and immunities in 
their favour! And with what noify novelty, terror, 
curſes, perſecutions, anathemas, do they proceed in their 
infernal courſe, till the period aſſigned them by God, 
come to an end! 

22. They are called FR {b). How filthy are their 
heart and life! How fooliſh their talking! How they 
delight to wallow in mires of abominations! And, eſpe- 
cially, amidft ſummer-ſhowers of fat benefices, to creep 
abroad; to inſinuate themſelves into the families and 
hearts of men; into the chambers and ſecret councils of 
the wealthy and great. | | 
23. They are called BARR EN TREES, "whoſe fruit 
auithereth; trees tauice dead, plucked up by tht roots (c }. 
However firm be their outward ſecurities; however high 
their profeſſion and office; yet no good fruit of con- 
nected goſpel-trath, or genuine goſpel-holineſs, do they 
ever produce. How quickly their apparently good doc- 
trines, labours, and followers, diſcover their naughtiseſs! 
To what a terrible and hopeleſs condition, doth their 
natural death in treſpaſſes and fins, with their voluztary 
and obſtinate apoſtacy from God, reduce them at laſt ! 

24. They are called wANDERING STARS, Zo whom is 
reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs ſor ever (d). With 
what a ſhining blaze of profeſſion, and of pretence to 


(s) Rey. z. 3- 7.—10. ( Rev. xvi. 13. 2 Tim. iii. &. 
(0 Jude 12. (4) Jude 13. £ 
knowledge, 
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Knowledge, piety, and zeal, they reſtleſsly move in the 
firmament af the viſible church! and unceaſing, be- 
wilder themſclves and othere, into the perplexed mazes 
of error, and dreary, hopeleſs ſtate of endleſs wo ! 

25. They are repreſented as FALLEN 8TARS ; as 
WORMWoOoD, embittering the rivers and fountains of wa- 
ter (a). How many of them are originally ſound in the 
faith; but, by Satan's ſeductive temptations, are drawn 
away into grovelling apoſtacy and error, which are bitter 
to men at laſt; and embitter and poiſon to them, the 
promiſes and ordinances of the goſpel! . 

26. They are called cLevDs without water (B). How 
great their towering pride, and ſelf-conceit! How often 
their power in the church is eminent! What darkneſs, 
ignorance, error, and corruption, they produce on the 
earth! How unſettled is their vain mind! How reſtleſs 
their conrentions! How ready to comply with every 
novelty ;/ every temptation ! Appearing full of refreſh- 
ing, fructifying influence, how infallibly they deceive 
ſuch as expect any good from them! How inceſſantly 
they forbode the ſtorms of God's wrath on churches and 
nations! | 2 . 

27. They are called RAaGinG waves of the fea (c). 
What pride; what noiſy diſorder; frothy vanity ; un- 
| ſettledneſs ; and fierceneſs, abound with them! How 
often they threaten to carry all before them ! How they 
foam out their own ſhame; caſt forth their monſtrous. 
doctrines, vain and ſhameful practices, and vile reproach- 
es, againft their oppoſers ? EV „ | 
28. They are called wELLs without water (d). What- 
ever high -pretences to piety, learning, or zeal they | 
make; whatever ſweet and uſeful advantage they pro- | 
miſe to their followers, there 1s nothing in them, but | 
ſlimy, earthly-mindedneſs, miry filthy luſts, hurtful 
frauds, errors, and vanity. „ 


(e) Rev. xii. 4. and vi. 11. (5) Jude 12 (q Jude 13. 
{4) 2 Pet. ii. 19+ | 482 2 e 
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G0. 18; 
Metaphors reſpefiing the true churth. 


3 HE church, in connection with her head, is 
1 called Cugisr (a). Jeſus is her head, huſ- 
band, and all in all. From his love, his blood, his in- 
terceſſion, and Spirit, ſhe wholly proceeds. To him, as 
proprietor, ſhe wholly pertains. Te his perſon every 
true member is united. And to his honour do all her 
ſaints, her laws, her ordinances, and offices tend. 

2. She is compared to a HUMAN BODY, Or WOMAN (b). 
She is united to Jeſus as ler Lord and head, whence her 
honour, her laws, her ordinances, her nouriſhment and 
life are derived. She conſiſts of innumerable members, 
all cloſely connected with him, and with one another 
who feel one another's affliction, ſympathize with one 
another's infirmities, care for one another's welfare, and 
are in conſtant readineſs to ſerve one another. Gradually 
ſhe increaſeth in ſtrength and extent; till the attain the 
perfect ſtature of the glorified ſtate. Like a woman, 
ſhe is ſubje& to manifold weakneſs and trouble on earth. 
Chriſt himſelf being her head, her eyzs may fignify her 
illuminating doctrines founded in him; or her miniſters, 
who, being rooted and grounded 1n him, fignally adorn 
her appearance, obſerve and direct her members, watch 
againſt her enemies, expreſs her ſorrows, and pry into 
the myſteries of the goſpel. Her hair may ſignify her 
converts, eſpecially young ones, who, hewever weak and 
eaſily toſſed, are by faith fixed in Chrift ; like /ocks, knit 


to one another in love, and are an ornament and honouj 


to Chriit, and his church. Her naſe, may repreſent mi- 
niſters in their ſpiritual diſcerning, and reliſh of divine 
things; in their expoſure to da , and their watchin 

againft enemies; and whe, while the church is found: 
are a pleaſant, refreſhing, and apple-like ſavour of Chriſt 


to others; and by them her breath iſſues forth, towards 
| God, in prayer and praiſe. Or may not her noſe, ſignify 


(a) 1 cor. Ai. 12. (5) Song i. 8. 8.9. x0. 11. 13. and iv. 
Fm; and vi. 5 6. 7- and ot and V. 3. Rev. 1 * 


— 
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her flately and majeſtic ordinances, awful to her ene. 


mies, ornamental and ſavoury to ſaints? Her temples, 
may ſignify her rulers, who, by humble and prudent 
management of her diſcipline and government, add to 
her comelineſs. Her cheeks, may denote her whole out- 
ward and viſible appearance. Her ſcarlet lips, may re- 
preſent preachers and their goſpel · miniſtrations, chiefly 
verſant about Jeſus Chriſt, as bearing, and crucified for, 


our iniquities. Her teeth, may denote miniſters as chew. 


ing, as meditating on, the hread of life, and rendering 
it fit for uſe to the very weakeſt members. Her wt 
may repreſent them as immediately ſubject to Chriſt her 
head, as adorned with golden gifts and graces ; and as 
the uſeful means of exalting him, and conveying nou- 


" riſhment from him to us: or it may denote the inſpired | 


oracles, which, adorned with connected, durable, and 
precious doctrines, laws, and promiſes, unite us to him; 


and, from his fulneſs, convey breath and nouriſhment in- 


to our foul. May not her brea/?s ſignify her paſtors 
and teachers; her two infpired teſtaments of heaven 
her two ſorts of ordinances, ordinary and ſolema; her 
two ſacramental ſeals of the new covenant ; which adorn 
her form and appearance, and convey the fincere milk of 
divine truth and goſpel- influence, to nouriſh the infantile 
children of God? May not her navel denote miniſters, 
as placed in the midſt, in the principal ſtation of the 
church; as mightily conducive to her health and ſtrength 
and the diſtinguiſned means of nouriſhing her children 


in their ſpiritual formation? Her bell, may ſignify the 


word and ordinances of Jeſus Chrift, in which his choſen 
are divinely conceived and formed into new creatures : 
or it may ſignify ber ſaints, who are the ſubſtance in the 
midſt of her. May not the joints of her thighs, ſignify 
her curioufly formed young eonverts, running in-the 
ways of holineſs ? Or may they denote ſound ſtandards; 
or the all- covering robes of Jeſus? righteouſneſs ? Theſe 


mightily tend to promote her regular and comely ma- 


Pagement. ' May her feet, beautiful with ſhoes, denote 
her paſtors, as fixed in the faith of the goſpel, and bold - 
_ ty, readily, and beautifully running to and fro, to pub- 

Hh it? or her private members, as well inſtructed, and 
yowerfully influenced by the glorious goſpel, and readily 
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running in the paths thereof? Her being black, but comes 
ly, faireſt among women, implies, that however ſhe be 
2 by hypocrites and perſecutions, yet, as order - 
ed by, and conformed to Jeſus Chrift, ſhe is truly beau+ 
tiful and glorious. Her fleeping while ber heart ewakethy 


implies a | her members, except a few choice ones, 


fallen into carnal ſecurity, and ſad ignorance. Her crow 
of tavelve flars, implies her open and honourable profeſ- 
ſion of the doctrines of the prophets and twelve — 
of the Lamb. er chains © of gold, rows of jewels, bor - 
ders T8 old, and fluds of. et, may repreſent her vari- 
ous an 4 connected laws, doctrines, promiſes, ordi+ 
nances, gifts, and graces, which are beſtowed upon her, 
by her huſband Chriſt. Her clothing of the ſun, ſigni- 
hes him as her righteouſneſs, protector, and glory. Her 
vail taken from her by outrageous watchmen, may fignify 
her intrinfic power and government; her civil protec» 
tion from the ſtate ; or her uſeful doctrine of Jeſus? im- 
puted righteouſneſs. Her having the moon. under hen 
feet, implieth her renouncing Jewiſh ceremonies, and 
contemning earthly cuſtoms and portions. 

3. The church is compared to a vixen (a). - Howe 
pure in her doctrine! her ordinances! How abhorrent 
of whoriſh idolatry and will-worſhip ! How chaſte her 
adherence to Chriſt and his law! How. dearly beloved 
by him! and how comely 1 in her order, offices, and in- 
ſtirutions !—O virgin daughter, why! haft thou become 
to him as an whoriſh woman! 

4. She is likened to a wirs (5). She is folemnly 
eſpouſed to Chriſt, by outward profe eſſion, and by parti, 
cipation of the ſacraments ; and thus brought into fel - 
lowfhip with him, and. a geueral intereſt in his perſon 
and benefits. Hereby, how highly ſhe is exalted and 
ſecured againſt total ruin! In her, his will is manifeſt- 
ed; and all her true members have ſpecial union and 
communion with him. And is it not the indiſpenſible 
duty of every one, to obey and pleaſe him in all things z 
to deſire his preſence with her; and to be den rms 4d | 
grieved, when he is diſhonoured and provoked ? 

5. She is compared to a moTHER- (c). Chriſt him 

(a) If. Ixii. 4. 5. (b) Jer. iii. 14. (c) Mic. v. 3. Gal. 
iv. 26. Rev. Xll. 2. 5 | : 
Ws. - felf 
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felf was born in her; became a member of her; and is 
by her crowned with. numbers of converts, with unfa- 
ging honovr, and endleſs praiſe. Being married to him, 
and obtaining his preſence in ordinances, ſhe, travailing 
in birth, by the painful labours of miniſters and others, 
brings forth a generation of faints ; nouriſheth them 
with the fzcere mill of the word; inſtructs them in the 
found principles of truth : dearly ſhe loveth, tenderly ſhe 
pities them, and the more as they reſemble Chriſt : their 
proper work ſhe aſſigns them; r danger fhe defends 


them: highly ſhe reckons herſelf honoured by their 
good behaviour; and by ſpiritual cenſure ſhe corrects 


them, when unruly. The Gentile world was long a 
barren weman, which brought forth no children to God; 
but now produceth more than the Jewiſh, which was 
long the Lord's eſpouſed bride. The gofpel-church is 


a free mother, freed from the law as a covenant, and from 


the yoke of ancient ceremonies : ſhe travails in pain by 
ſpiritual pains, and endurance of manifold trouble and 


perſecution :; the man children brought forth by her, are 


Jeſus, with his honoured agent Conſtantine, the firft 
Chriſtian emperor, and his other bold and reſolute ſaints: 
theſe are caught up to God, and to his throne; Chriſt ex: 
alted tp his right hand; Conftantine to the imperial 


throne; the primitive ſaints to the celefltal manſions; 


or ſpecially honoured and protected on earth. Satan 


and his agents, particularly the heathen empire of Rome, 
are the dragen, which waits to devour her children, and 


to perſecute herſelf. Her place, divinely provided jor 


Fer in the wilderneſs, is her afflicted ftate under Anti- 
chriſt, in which God protects her for 1260 years. 


6. She is compared to an AM with banners (a). 
Haring private ſaints for her common ſoldiers, ſpiritual 


rulers for her officers, Chriſt for her Captain general, 


his perſop, his truth, and love, for her banner, to ga- 
ther, diſtinguiſn, direct, and encourage her bands; they, 
being armed with her graces and ordinanees, xefiſt, 
conquer, and ſpread terror among her ſpiritual foes. 
7. She is repreſcnted as a NAT TOR (5). She is a du- 
rable, numerous, well regulated, protected, and enriched 
fociety. jeſus is her kipg; angels and miniſters, ker 
% Song vi 4. (Hr Wh K. 21 SOL 
(+) Song 9 eee 
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E guards: Jefus' word 1s her hiſtory and laws; his new 
1 covenant and its bleſſings are ber inheritance; receivin 

ly out of his fulneſs, and improving it in holy exerciſes, 
8 her trade; divine ordinances her houſes and tents, The 
3s eb armies to be ſcen in her, are hoſts of divine 
m perfections, and angelic ſpirits, ſtanding in her defence ; 
ae hofts of inward graces aud luſts conflicting in her true 
ie members; and hoſts of zealous ſaints and untender hy- 


ir pocrites oppoſing one another.— O when ſhall a nation 

ds be born at once! a little one become a ftrong nation! 

4 the righteous nation, that Regpeth the truth, enter in to 
A 


the heavenly Canaan ! | | 
8. She is compared to a city (a). Upon himſelf, 


d; as her foundation, Jeſus Chriſt hath built her: curiouſly 
a8 he formed her plan, and exactly he executes it: with the 

is wall of his power, his protection and laws, he ſurrounds 
2M her: He hath appointed all her regulations and cuſtoms : 
by himſelf is her chief magiſtrate ; her officers are his de- 
nd puties: what an innumerable company, that no man can 
are number, are her inhabitants! and how active; labori- 
irſt ous; high fed, and richly clothed, are her true mem- 
ts: bers ! how diverſified and rich theſe privileges, in which 
ex: they have all an equal, an everlaſting intereſt ! In freel 
rial receiving the fulneſs of God, from the land that is afar 
ns; off, conlifts her gainful trade: in the midſt of her, in 
tan the channels of ordinances and Proputien, runs the alle 
me, F adorning, all. protecting refreſtift 


8 il, cleanſing, healing, 
and and commercial river of lift : in her, Chrift, 115 Father, 
for and Spirit, refide : he, his angels, and miniſters, watch 
nti- over and defend her; that the gates, the powers of hell, EE 
hall not prevail againſt her. —O how much were it for | 
her advantage, that her inhabitants tenderly loved and 
tual and clave one to another, as her adverſaries daily be- 
ral, fiege her, by temptation and perſecution ! But alas! 
ga- while on earth, what a mixed multitude of treacherous 
ey, | hypocrites remain in, and plague, and pollute her! 
filt, 9. She is compared to a FAMILY. or HOUSEHOLD (5. 
* a Being ſeparated from the reſt of the world, God is her 
du- father; Chriſt is her elder brother, glory, and manager; 
ched angels and church officers are her ſervants and Rewards 
(a) IC. xxvi. 1. (6) Gal. vi. 10, Math. xziv, 45» 
and xxv. I5—39s : ECL | 


** 
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In her are faints, young and old; weak and ſtrong: 
to each is divinely appointed his proper work, ſtation, 
and privilege ; and how comely, when with order, har- 
mony, ſkill and delight, they apply themſelves thereto ! 
How divinely are all her members inſtructed, aparel- 
ed, defended ; and, on every proper occafion, called 
to worfhip their God. She is like to a fumily of. ſer- 
vants : how orderly hired, admitted, and connected, 
are, or ought her members to be! All of them are = 
ject to ſefus“ authority, and bound to advance his ho- 
nour: To them, in very different degrees, he intruſts 
che talents and pounds of office, opportunity, gifts, | 
and graces, that they may occupy therewith, till. he 
come again: Such as improve them, ſhall. be propor- 
tionally honoured and rewarded : ſuch as do not, but, 
as it were, hide them in 2 naphin, ſhall be ſelf-condem- 
ned, and caft into eternal ruin. How deeply are all 
indebted to Jefus! but finding they have nothing to pay, 
How ready is he frankly to forgive them! How abſurd. 
then for them to revenge petty injurics upon one an- 
other! If he forgive me my ten thauſand talents, what 
torment, what damnation I deſerve, if I reſent on. my 
my neighbour the petty wrong, which his tongue. or 
Hand have done me! If while my Lord delayeth his 
coming, I beat, reproach, unjuſtly cenfure, or perſe- 
oute my fellow- ſervants, ſhall not I have my portion with | 
bypocrites ?— Pray, my ſoul, for: this family of God; | 
for they Jhall Fraſher that love her. 
10. She is compared te a Dove (3). How great her 
purity Ther ſimplicity { her innocency,! her comelineſs ! 
Few chaſte affect ion towards Chriſt ber head.! haw fingle 
Her adherence to his truths and ordinances! How the 
Ries to him in diſtreſs, and mourns for his abſence! 
How pleaſant the conſociation of her members! How 
noted her fruitfulneſs in young converts! How eminent 
ker weakneſs in herſelf ; and her expoſure to enemies! 
11. She is compared to a THRESHING OX (C). By 
her ſhall God ſubdue and break in pieces all her ene- 
mies; and render the whole earth ſervants to him, and 
to his Chriſt. Her fran horns, and hoof7- of braſs, are 
the power, authority, courage, and vigour, wherewith 


] Song i. 14. (6) Mic. iv. 23, 


ke 


- 


"2iv..7» Rom. i. 47- () Hob xiv. 7» 
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he ſhall endue her, and make her terrible to all her oppo» 
fers. 

12. She is compared to a FLOCK of ſheep or goats (a). 
How great the uſefulneſs, purity, fruitfulneſs, unity, and 
affection of her true members! Of themſelves, how 
weak to oppoſe ! how unwatchful again ſt their ſpiritual 
enemies! How tenderly loved, cared for, protected, 
healed, led, and nouriſhed by Jeſus ! Ah! how often 
ĩafection ſpreads among them - moſt being readier to 
follow example than precept. How beneficial are good 
patterns! and how hurtful are bad! Her eau with young 
are perſons diſtreſſed in mind, are miuiſters travailing 
in birth, til Chriſt be formed in mens hearts. Her 
lambs and kids, are young converts, or profcfiors,- who 


are to be fed befides the /hepherds tents of ordinances. 


She is Chri/s flock ; all her true members he. choſe, 
purchaſed, gathers, conquers, feeds, protects, and cares 
for: and how many rich favours do even her nominal 


profeſſors receive from his hand! She is one flock, wholly 


| pnited in her one head, Chriſt; a beautiful Jack, ador- 


ned with his word, his ordinances, righteouſneſs and 
grace; a little flock, mall in Pu +... of the reſt of 
the world; a fock of faughter, expoſed to fearful perſe- 
cution and trouble. Her watering troughs, high moun- 
tains, to feed on, and green paſtures, are the lofty, the 
ever refreſhing, and ad, ghtful word and ordinances of. 


Chriſt. Her //il waters, are the deeps of his cyerlaſting 


love, meritorious-blood, and divine influences, which run 


in the channels, and among the hills of divite ordinag- 


ces. Her eld, is church-fellowſhip, divine ordinances ;. 
and gracious eommunion with himſelf. The /ootfteps 
of the flock, are the pattern of former ſaints; or tłe- 
ordinances in which they walk. 


13. She is compared to an OLIVE TREE (3). How- - 


perpetual her verdure and ſap How good and abun- 
dant her fruit! How delightful her 

neſs, grace and light; and the peace, with Ged, with: 
eonſcience, with creatures, which is exhibited and en- 
joyed in her ö ; 


piritual comeli- 


14, She is compared to. a VINE Fe). Being planted, 


(a) Eck. Xxziv. xxxvi. xxxvii. Song i. 7. 8. (6b) Hoſ. 


pbruned, 
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be tranſplanted to the celeſtial paradiſe of God! 
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pruned, watered, and preſerved by Jeſus? power, ſhe, 
in herſeif contemptible, weak, and uſeleſs, in him & 
bounds with ſpiritual ſap of divine truths and influen- 
ces, ſpreads in the world, and brings forth the well - join- 
ed, the uſeful, and refreſhing fruits of holy men, of 
ſpiritual graces and good works, to the praiſe and glory 
of God And, alas! how theſe partienlar aſſemblies and 
members which remain unfruitful, diſhonour God, pro- 
voke his wrath, and haſtea their own diſgrace and ruin! 
15. She reſembles a BusH BURNING, and not conſu- 
med (a). To carnal men, ſhe appears inſignificant and 
contemptible: in this world, ſhe is ordinarily low and 
expoſed to afflictions : to ſuch birds of mankind, as flee 
to the Lord Jeſus, and fing to his praiſe, ſhe is the 
common receptacle: notwithſtanding of, nay, often a- 
midſt the fireieſt trials and preſecutions, ſhe flouriſhech 
with holy perſons, graces, and exerciſes ; painfully, 
though innocently, ſhe pricks and plagues thoſe who 
injure her. 7 : 5 

16 She is compared to a t1Ly (5). How comely 
and uſeful in her auhor, her laws, ordinances, and real 
members! Though weak in herſelf, how rooted in 
Chrift! How glorious and great in him, as her head! 
How fruitful in the production of ſaints ! How high 


and heavenly her nature and tendency ! To what heights 


of perfection ſhall ſhe attain * How delightful and dif- 


fuſive her favour, when the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall 
come in, and the whole earth be filled with the knowledge of 


the Lord! And though now The be among t49rns, expo- 
ſed to troubles and evil men; yet how quickly ſhall ſhe 


* * 


17. She is called the rulx ESSO CHAIST (c). Her 


true members are his myſtical body, through which te 
becemes a complete mediatorial head and huſband, and 
in whom he fully manifeſts his mercy, kindneſs, and 
love. —Surprifing ! am. I for ever to have Jeſus for my 
fulneſs! "and to be the fulneſs of him, who filleth all 
* all ! 8 . 4 ) 


18. She is called yeaven (d). She is the gate of 
entrance to heaven. In her, God, and his holy people re- 
(a) Exod. iti. 1,—6. () Song ii. 2. (e) Eph. j- 23. 


(1) Rev, viii. Þo an d Ai. Ia. 15. and xiv. 6. | 
| . _ ide ; 
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ſide; and the latter are fittedfor the paradife above. Her 


laws, ordinances, and privileges, are of a heavenly ori- 

gin, nature, and tendency. Chriſt and his eracles are 

her un; his inſtituted ordinances her 9:00 3 BE, her 

morning-fiar ; miniſters and ſaints, her connected con- 

ſtellationss 1 5 

19. She is compared to the sun (a). How conſtant 
and abiding ! the gates of hell cannot prevail againf her. 

How delightfully the wonders and myſteries of God 

are diſplayed in her! How glorious her ſpiritual ap- 

pearance! Nor is any ſaving light communicated to the 
world, but by her means | Her complex frame is clo- 

thed with the laws and ordinances of Jeſus, the Sur of 
righteouſneſs ; and her true members with his rĩighteouſ- 


| neſs and grace. 


20. She is compared tothe moon (5). From Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhe receiveth all her light of inſpiration, ordinances, and 
grace. Amidſt various changes of outward circumſtan- 
ces, amidſt unnumbered ſpots and imperfections, ſhe, 
during the night of time, communicates -the light of- 
life to our darkened earth. How marvellous her influ- 
ence upon the riſe and fall of. nations, in the sE4 of 
this world: As Jeſus? face ſhines upon her, ſo is the 
meaſure of her light: but when carnal ſcliemes and poli- 
tics interpoſe between her and him; how is her glory 
eclipſed * how many witneſs her ſhame! _ _ 7 
21. She reſembleth the morning (c). How plea- 
fant and refreſhful, though imperfect, her light ? How 
radually from the beginning to the end of time, ſhall 
it increaſe, till it iſſue in the noon-tide blaze of ever - 
laſting brightneſs ! But, my ſoul, did not the church 
look forth as the MORNING, in the patriarchal age ? Did 
ſhe not appear'/air as the moon, when clothed with the 
numerous, moon-ruled, and fading ceremonies of the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation? Did ſhe not in the apoſtolic, 
and ſhall ſhe not in the millennial, and the ctergal pe» 
riod, appear clear as the sun? | 8 
22. She reſembles a 881» (4). How curiouſly built 
and furniſhed by Chriſt, for conveying his people thre” 
the ſea of this world, and of manifold troubles, to the 
Haven of glory! How ſkilfully ought ſhe to be directed 


(a) (b3 Song vi. 10. (7) Song vi. 10. (4) If liv. 21. 
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and managed, according to the compaſs of infpiration ! 


How neceffarily influenced, by the gales of divine in- 
uence ! Alas! how often bewildered with the miſts of 


deluſion; and toſſed by waves and ſtorms of perſe- 
cution, diviſion, temptation, and trouble! What | 


numbers, who once entered by a formal profeſſion, 
are ſhaken out of her, by ſtorms and death! Nor do. 
any, but God's choſen and ſanctified ones, by her means, 
arrive ſafe at the heavenly harbour. | 
23. She is compared to a NET (a). How mean her 
materials! but how curiouſly connected her members, 
ordinances, and forms! With what labour and ſkill, 
Jeſus and his agents caſt her into the ſea of this world, 
to catch and draw men to himſclf ! And how often they 
remove her from one place to another ! What multi- 
tudes are ſometimes, by his direction, therein appre- 
hended ! ſome of whom are real faints, good fiſhes 5 o- 
thers hypocritical and bad / ys in the Jaſt judg- 
ment, ſhall ſhe be drawn to the ſhore of the eternal ſtate; 


where the good ſhall be gathered to Jeſus? manſions ; and 


the bad thrown away into the furnace of his wrath. 
24. She reſembles Solomon's chARIOT of the O 


of Lebanon (5). Of men, rendered precious, fragrant, 
ſtrong, comely, and durable, by his grace, hath our 


er King Jeſus, our prince of peace, formed her. 
iniſters, ſhining in uſeful, gifts and grace, are her ver 
pillars. The excellent, glorious, and everlaſting per- 


fon of Chriſt, is het Bottom of gold, Her covering of. 
bus ple, implies her being waſhed in his blood, clothed 


with his righteouſneſs, royally Oy by his kindneſs, 
and expoſed to bloody ſuffering 


and applied in her ; and that his people walk in love 
fowards him, and towards one another. ; | 

25. She reſembles the wattLs in Ezeliel's vifon (c). 
How great her excellency and uſefulneſs ! how noted 
her moveableneſs from place to place! Through mens 
oppoſition, what a noiſe do her motions make in the 
world May not their roundnefs,1mport her perfection in 


her kind? their four faces imply knowledge, heavenli- 
zeſs, courage, and patience iu labour? the dreadful 


(4) Matth. xiii. 47.—56. (6) Song iii. 9. 10. (e) Exzck. i. 
. 2: : height 


or his ſake. Her be- 


ing paved with love, implies, that his love is exhibited | 


f wh Ron on; OE —˙—0ꝙmg e. OR I TI LSE 


prehended in 
import the neceſſary awakening and exciting of the 
church, by the word and Spirit of God? and the moving 
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height of their rings denote majeſty, extent, and awful- 
nels to oppoſers? May not their colour of the ſea, or be- 
ryl, mark out her fluctuating condition upon earth; 
and the excellency. and beauty of her true members ? 
their not turning as they awent, repreſent her progreſs 
towards perfection, and the gracious perſeverance and 
growth of her ſaints? May not their appearance as 2 
1hee! within a wheel, imply her curious ſtructure, with 
reſpe& to the E worſhipping aſſemblies, com- 

er? May not the crying to the wheels 


of the wheels by the Spirit of the living creatures, imply, 


that the churches muſt be animated to their progreſſive 
work, by the zealous diligence of miniſters, and the in- 


fluences of the divine Spirit, who is in them? 
286. She is called a sprING 8HUT UP; a FOUNTAIN 
SEALED (a). How remarkably is ſhe often protected 


by God! All her true members are graciouſly ſeparated 


and preſerved for him, as his hidden ones, and peculiar 
property! All her inſpired oracles, divine ordinances, 
and valuable bleſſings, are ſafely repoſited and ſecured 
in her. Nor are they beſtowed on, or made known to 


the reſt of the world. | 


27. She is compared to a MOUNTAIN or HILL (). 
How immoveably rooted in Chriit ! Hew impoſlible to 
deſtroy her! How diſtinguiſhed her excellency! How 
amazing her height, and extenſive her proſpect, into di- 
vine, deep, and diſtant things! With what contempr 
do her ſaints overlook every thing without her, as low 
and trifling! In her ſpring the inſtituted avells of ſalvatiom 
and runs the river of life. In her grow God's choſen 
plants, Zrees of 4 e and life, and fruitful vines. 
In her he is worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, In her, 
his ranſomed flocksrichly feed, on the paſtures of goſpel- 
ordinances !' How ſafely preſerved and ſheltered by the 
Rock of ages! She is a mountain of myrrh, and hill of 
frankincenſe : mountains of ſpices. How fragrant, pre- 
cious, purifying, and perfuming the virtue of her ordi- 
nances, bleſſings, graces, and good works! How Jeſus 


(i) Song iv. 12. (/ l. xxv. 6. Song iv. 6. and viii. 14. 
| | 5 : delights 


- 


_— 
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delights in her ! and beſtows on her true members ſweet 
communion with himſelf | 
228. She is compared to Carmer ; LEBANON; and 
SHARON (2). Jeſus, the tree life; and his Spirit, 
the water of /ife ; are in her: the Rock of falvation, 
the Roſe of Sharon, and Lily of the valley, are enjoyed 
in her! What fragrant and laſting verdure ; what plea - 
fant paſture, amiable proſpect, and delightful reſt, he, 
inſher, creates for the ſouls of men !— In her, what plants 
of God; what flowers of grace, {mell ſweetly, bloſſom, 
and bring forth fruit 3 8 | 

29. She is a little LiTTLE STONE cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, which breaks to pieces the kingdoms of 
the world, and becomes a great mountain, filling the whole 
earth (b). Chriſt her Head, in his manhood, was formed 
by the tranſcendent power of the Holy Ghoſt. Wonder- 
fully, not by human force, is ſhe raiſed up in the world, 
By the ſovereign power, and free grace of God, are her 
true members digged. from their natural ſtate, and ; 
brought from among the reſidue of mankind. Implored l 
by her fervent prayers, ſhall the righteous Lord brin 2 
terrible deſtruction upon her oppoſers. When . y 
empires are overturned, ſhe, however ſmall and deſpiſed, v 


mall continue, and gain ground by their ruin. In the e 
laſt days, when the Chaldean, Perſian, Grecian, Roman, n. 
and Tartarian empires, are no more; ſhe ſhall extend w 
to all the kingdoms of the earth; ard in her lofty or- 8 
dinances ſhall all fleſh ſee the ſalvation of God. in 

30. She is compared to a GARDEN ; ORCHARD ; VINE- F. 
YARD (e). At infinite expence of love, of power, and tic 


blood, Jeſus purchaſed her from the juſtice of God. || x1; 
The heart of her choſen members he plows up; removes 2. 
their ſtony hardneſs; and every other bar in his way. 14 
Regularly be 1 her with his ſaints, his ordinances att 
and grace. By the hedge of an engine and diſcipline, for 
he defends and ſeparates her from the reſt of the world. 

By the ſhining of his countenance, and the application . 
of his love, he warms aud nouriſheth her. With the ri- 
ver, the rain, the dew of his word and Spirit, he waters 


E (a) I. xxxv. 2. and lxv. 10. (5) Dan. ii. 34. 35. (c) If. o. 
1.—5. Song iv. 13. 14. and viii. 11. 13. if, Avii. 3. 3. Matth. 
XK. I.—16. and xxi. 33—44. . ö 

1 . | ; her 
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her every moment. With his truths and bleſſings, he 
fattens her, By his angels, his miniſters, his providence, 
he watcheth over, and kceps her night and day, left any 
hurt her. How dear is ſhe to him! and how he de- 
livhts to walk in her! What officers and members he 
hires to labour in her ! No ſeed, but that of his word, 
he allows to be cait into her. To none, but the 
choice ſeed of his ſaints, he allows acceſs to her 
fealing ordinances. By a faithful adminiftration of his 
inftitutious, and by manifold perſecutions and afflict ions, 
he weeds and prunes off her carruptions. Every plant, 
or member is required to bring forth much fruit. And 
1c what diſtreſs, ſpiritual drought, and everlaſting dan- 
ger, doth their want of it expoſe them! How. often, 
for cumbering his ground, for living unprofitably and 
wickedly in his church, doth he cut down profeſſors, and 
caſt them into endleſs fire! How often, for their Tpiri- 
tval barrenneſs, and noxious corruptions, he unhingeth 
particular churches! takes away their hedge of protec- 
tion and government: gives them up to Heathenifh, 
and other ahominations! and ſuffers the wild beaſts of 
wicked men to walte and deform them at pleaſure ! No- 


where are ſuch noxious weeds, ſuch corruptions produs 


ced, as in an uncultivated church. How quickly the 
nettles and briers of hereſies, hateful practices, and 
wicked men cover her face, and render her a lodging of 
Satan, and his ſerpentine ſeed! The church is indeed 
{maller, but more uſeful than all the zeſt of che world. 
For, like a vine, of red wine, amidſt bloody perſecu- 
tions, ſhe produceth perfons and works, which cheer 
the heart of God and man: Like an orchard of pome- 
granates, ſpikenard, and all the chief ſpices, ſhe preduceth © 
laints unnumbered, precious, ſavoury, and uſeful, and in 
attainments and conditions, very diverſified. Theſe bring 
forth the rich, fragrant, and medicinal ſpices, and fruits 
of holy graces and good works. The fecpert and huſbands 
7:47, to whom Clint lets out his vineyard, are her offi- 
cers, who are 80 cultivate her, and return him proper 
revenues of honour for the talents, opportunities, and 
charge aſſigned them. How miferably did God deftroy 
the Jewiſh Keepers, who abuſed his prophets and ſervants, 
and murdered his Son; and gave the vineyard to the 
. X Gentiles ! 


244 
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Gentiles ! Chriſt's having her at Baal. Hamon, imports, 
that now the acceſs to her is large; and multitudes 
enter. His having a thouſand, and the keepers two hun- 
dred, implies that he is to have the chief glory; and 
his minifters their reſpect ive ſubſiſtence and honor, 
His hiring labourers to work in her as the third, the fixth, 
the ninth, and eleventh hour, implies, that in different 
ages of the world, as the patriarchal, ceremonial, apo- 
ſtolic, and millenaial ; and in very different ſeaſons of 
life, his choſen are converted, and made to labour in his 
work; and at the end, all of them ſhall receive the penny, 


the enriching, the gracious reward of eternal life. From 


her various worſhipping aſſemblies, ſhe is ſometimes re- 
preſented as gardens, or vineyards. 


31. She is compared to a SowN FIELD (a). Jeſus, 


Her proprietor, ſows her with the good ſeed of his word. 
Some of it falls on hearers, ſtupid, careleſs, and expo- 
ſing themſeives to every temptation, as a way de; and, 
by Satan and his agents, is quickly devoured, and ſnatch- 
ed from their memory and affection. Some of it falls 
upon hearers hard in heart as ſfony ground ; who, though 
at firſt they receive it with joy and affeRion, and ſeem 
to commence a flouriſhing profeſſion and practice, yet 
being ſcorched by perſecution or trouble, they quickly 
wither. Some of it falls upon carna] worldlings, whoſe 
thorns, whoſe earthly cares and luſts, choke and render 
it unfruitful. Some of it falls upon renewed hearts, who, 
in very different degrees, bring forth fruit unto God. 
In her grows up the good wheat, the ſaints fown by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and the zZares, hypocrites, and ſeducers, ſown 
by Satan in the night of ignorance, indifferency, trouble, 
or time. Nor men, nor angels, can, or are now divinely 
- warranted, fully to ſeparate the 7ares from the wheat, 

But, at the laſt judgment, a full, a final ſeparation ſhall 
be effected; the ſaints being gathered into God's hea- 
venly ſtorehouſe, and the wicked caſt into unquench- 
able fre. & #0 CHE-43 of n 8 
32. She is compared to a THR ESHING FLOOR . 
Here the corn of precious faints, and the chaff of hypo- 
critical diſiemblers are mingled together in her; nay, the 
( Matth, iti. 1.—8. 24 —30-- () Matth. iii. 12 
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corn of grace and chaff of corruption cleave cloſe to one 
another; and by threfhing influences, troubles, and per - 
ſecutions, her ordinary attendants,” muſt the chaff be 
gradually ſeparated from the cheat. In her, how quickly 
one generation paſſeth away, and another cometh in, 
their ſtead ! Bleſſed Boaz, it is thine to lodge on this 
thy floor, which thou haſt choſen, purchaſed, and prepa- 
red. It is thine to purge it with the fan of thy ward, 
of thine influences, and of ſtormy providences. What 
ehaffy multitudes of rebellious Jews, and apollate Chri- 
ſtians, have thy fanning judgments hurried into fearful 


deſtruction ! What millions ſhall thy try ying procedure 


at the Jafl day blow into endleſs ruin he thou, my ſoul, 
ſolid grain, that no trouble, nor death, nor the e 

judgment, may blow me away: from en and his 
ſaints. 

33. The goſpel-church fan tha, INHERITANCE. 
OF ISKAEL, in Ezekiel's viſion (32). All her borders are 
exactly circumſcribed-in the purpoſe, the covenant; and 
word of God. In her the true Iſraelites, his choſen 
people, reſide. How noted the regularity and harmony. 
of their reſpective ſtations and conditious! How often, 
do Danites, diſtinguiſhed and early ſinners, become the 
frft, and the meſt highly privileged ſaints + What equal 
acceſs for Jews and Gentiles to her fellowſhip! What 
ſnares of common gifts and grace, ſojourning | hypocrites 
oſten obtain! How regularly ĩs their proper work, pro- 
viſion, and honour, alk gved to her officers,- her prieſts, 
and Levites! With what equity do, or {hall thoſe ru- 


ters execute her government and laws! How active and 


ſucceſsful ſhall they be, as f/bers ef men in the dead ſea. 
of this world! How glorious are her watering and fruc 
ks truths, inſtitutions, and influences, whichz iſſu- 
ing from the temple, and through the death of Jeſus 
our Lord, do, in different periods, gradually increaſe, 
and on every hand produce multitudes of trees, of lively, 
flouriſhing, and fruitful ſaints! How deplorable their 
end, who reap no benefit thereby! They ſhall be curſed 
into ſourneſs, into barrenneſs, and endleſs ruin! In ber 
how high the honour ; how abuadant the portion of her 
prince and Mediator; at whoſe expence, her feaſts, her 
0 Ezck xlvij. and zlviii and xlv. and xlyi. 
X 2 . ordinances, 
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ordinances, are obſerved ! In midſt of her dwells Ir Ho- 
van, and ſhares the centrical portion, the ſupreme ho- 
nour and glory of all. ESD 
34. She, eſpecially in the latter days, reſenibles the 
NEW JERUSALEM in John and Ezekiel's viſions (4). 
Her defcending from God out cf heaven, marks her hea- 
venly, her divine erection, nature, and tendency. Her 
ſituation on the ſouth fide of an hill, may denote her free- 
dom from the chilling blaſts of perſecution and trouble; 
and her eminent enjoyment of the influences of ber all- 
warming Sun of righteoufneſs. Her appearazce as a 
Jaſper-flone, imports her purity and comelinefs. Her 
high wall round abort, is her drvinely-preſcribed Jaws and 
government; and her divinely-beftowed falvation and 
protection from wo. Her twelve gates of pearl, three 
towards each airth, mark out Jeſus as equally acceſſible 
to finners from every end of the earth. Her tave/u: 
foundatiqns of different precious flones, repreſent him, and 
his glorious truths, declared by his apoitles, as ſuited to 
fupport finners in every caſe. Her four: ſquare form, 
ſigniſies her ſtability, ecmelineſs, and order. Her being 
eighteen thouſand meaſures round about, and having 
twelve thouſand furlongs on every fide, import her nume - 
rous members, and vaſl extent. Her having 7 temp!/: 
zn her, denotes the aboliſhment of the Jewiſh ceremonies. 
Her having no need of the fun, the moon, or the light of 
a candle, fſigniſies her having no need of temporal pow- 
er, worldly pomp, and dim ceremonies. Her river «of 
tife in the midſt, is the goſpel and Spirit of Chriſt. Her 
tree of life is Chriſt himſelf. Her firects and broad ways 
are his ordinances. Her Iiglt is the Lord God and the 
Lamb. Into her ſhall multitudes come, and obtain di- 
vine light, knowledge, joy, and happineſs ; and from 
ke: fpectal fellowſhip, ſhall wicked and ſcandalous per- 
fons be carefully ſecluded: and this ſhall be her name, 
her renown, the Lord is THERE 3. there divine perſons 
delightfully reſide; there divine perfections are fignally 
difplayed, and divine gifts and graces bountifully con- 
ferre f | % 1 0 1 . 
35. She, efpecially in the latter days, correſpandg} 
(a) Rev. x%i- aud Ai. 1. 2. EEK. xl. 2. and Mviii. 30 
to TH ; a 4 2 | . 1 
Der £2 wath! 
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with the TEMPLE in Ezckiel's viſien (a). How ſur- 
rounded with the ſtrong wa of divine perſections, of 
love, and power! of falvation and government! How 
exactly every thing in her is meaſured. according to the 
line and reed of God's purpoſe and word ! Its irt of 
aſcent at the threſholds, ſignify our. gradugzl increaſe in 
gifts and grace; and our gradual entrance into the vi- 
ſible and inviſible church, and to fellowſhip with God; 
and the various means of obtaining it. The courts may 
repreſent the church as viſible; the. ſandzary, in her in- 
viſible ſtate, or the outward ccurt, may ſignify her vi- 
fible, aud the fnner court her inviſible ſtate. The 
ſanctuary her eminent feliowſnip with God in Chrift. 
And the ſeparate buuding at the welt end, the eternal 
ſtate of glory, which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard; 
nor ha h it entered into the heart of men to conceive cf. 
The fde-chambers of the temple, and court, may fignify 
particular churches, worſtipping affemblies, and inſtitu- 
ted ordinances, where Jeſus reſides, and reveals his my- 
ſteries; protects and allows intimate fellowſhip to his 
people. The enlarging of . the upper flories of ſome of 
Pheſe chambers, by their jutting into the principal wall, 
implies, that the more holy, heavenly, and dependent 
upon God, churches and perſons are, in attending ordi- 
nances, the more extenſive is their goſpelł· liberty. The 
prieſts thambers in the outward court towards the north, 
may. mark their diſtin& functions in the church ;'or the 
Proteſtant churches in Europe. and North America. 
Their narrowing as they aſcended, implies their being 
the more expoſed to perſecution, according to their emi⸗ 
nency; or that, in the Proteſtant churches, there ſhall be 
great decays, as to number and quality; and that in the 
fecond, and eſpecially the third age after the Reforma- 
tion, few eminent members or miniſters ſhall be therein 
found. The vid places between and before the chambers, 
may repreſent the abundant acceſs there is to Chriſtian 
. churches and ordinances ; the light, hberty, and whole- 
Tome air of influence there enjoyed; and that our whole 


- life is to be an improving of ordinances paſt, and a pre- 


_paration for theſe in view, The equal ſige of the cham- 
bers, exhibits the equal privileges, power, and authority 
= $4) Erek. xþ @ IPs; ro ii is anole! Love + * 


of 
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uf chuxches and miniſlers; and the ſubſtantial identity 
of ordinanees. The g d pillars in this temple, may 
repreſent fundamental truths, evangeſical promiſes, faith- 
ful miniſters, and zealous faints 5 which eſtabliſfi and 
ftrengthen the church. Cherubims and palm trees al- 
ternatcly mixed, may repreſent miniſters: and ſaints at- 
tended by angels; and all prying into the myſteries of 
redemption, ffying in the active ſervice of God, or pa- 
tiently bearing loads of labour and trouble, and obtain - 
ing victory over ſpiritual enemies. The foundations and 


Fpavement may repreſent Chriſt, and his inſpired oracles, 
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as the foundation of the church, and of every true mem- 
ber, grace, and good work, therein. The large gates, 
doors, and pf ales, ſignify Chrift as the means of our 
abundant acceſs to God. But the porch of the ſanctuary 
may exhibit him as a ſupporter, hiding place, and houſe 
of prayer, for his people: and the appropriation of e 
eaft gate te the prince alone, may ſignify, that he alone 
approacheth ſtraight forward to God, by his own merit; 
and is the Head of the church, wha may go in and 
out from his people and ordmances, as he pleafeth.. 
The windows may repreſent” minifters and. ordinances, 
by means cf which we ſhare the light ant air of life. 
The identity of things, and meaſures. on vai ious fides, ex- 
Hibits the identity of Chriſt, and his word and ordinan- 
ees; and the ſimilarity of his people in tro r of the 
world. The ar of burnt-offering, repreſents Jeſus in 
bis all-purchaſing blood and righteouſneſs. That of 

'#ner/e repreſents him in his. all-procuring interceſſion. 

The chamber fer waſhing the facrificer, may denote the 

ordinance of baptiſm, in whick the, faints, theſe ſpiritu- 

al oblations, are waſhed by the blood and. Spirit of the 

Lamb. The e:ght tables of hewn flere, rh the Inives 

on them, may fignify the divinely appointey, the ſtand - 

10g, and often-difpenſed ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
in which Chriſt erveified, and our fins, the cauſe of. his 

death, are affectingly preſented to our fprritvaF view. 
And: may not the fe- hoo denote the promiſes and or- 
dinances of the goſpel, as exhibiting and bringing near 
to us, our erueiffed Redeemer 7 May not the finger: and 
Levites ſignify true Chriſtians, who rejoice in, blefs the 
Lord, and labour in his ſervice? May not the grief) 
e gaify 
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ſignify miniſters, who prefent Chriſt to us.; and ſaints, 
who by faith preſent him to God, and ſurrender them - 
felves to his ſerviee? May not the foe hundred reeds of” 
meaſure on every /ile of the court, ſignify the extent of 
the church in the latter. days; and the eonfiderable di- 
ſtinction to be kept up between: her and the world? 
Doth not e whole limit thereof round about, being mat 
Jely, import, that all her ordinances are holy and ſpiritual, 
not ceremonial and carnal ; and. that holineſs ought to 
be the ſhining quality of every member in ker 2 ; 

36. She is compared to an HeuUsSE or PATACE (4). 
Curiouſly Jeſus contrived her whole form. Upon his 
_-ewn perſon, word, and righteouſneſs, he lays her foun- 
dation. With his choſen, his lively, and preeious ſtones,. 
hewn out of. the dark quarry of nature, by his Spirit; 
quickened, formed, and poliſhed by kis grace; and, ce- 
mented together by himiclt, his love, his blood, and or- 
di nances, he rears her up. With facred ſtatutes, with» 
proviſion of goſpettruth, with unſearchable bleſſings, he 
xichly furniſneth her. What a place is the of ſecrecy, 
fafety, reſt, devotion, and fpirituat feaſting ! To prevent 
der decay and ruin, how frequently is ſhe repaired with 
new generations of ſaints, and ſupplies of grace! Her 
being founded on the tops of the mountains, and exalte+ 
abs de the Hills, implies, that, remaining for ever founded. 
on Jeſus-Chriſt,' the Rock of faluation, ſhe: ftial} be moſt 
firmly and confpicuouſly ſettled in the world, that mul- 
titudes may flow unto her. Her foundation of ſapphiret, 
is Chriſt, iafinitely pure, precious, glorious, and durable; 
and his truths. Her pavement of fair caloured fonet, 
is him as the all. glorious foundation of our holy walk ; 
or, it is ſaints of the loweſt order beantified ia bim. 
Her windows of agates, may fignify painful and ſucceſs - 
- ful miniſters, who convey light and knowledge to her, 
from her glorious Sun of righteouſneſs, and her oraeles 
of inſpiration. Her dows and gates of carbuncles,, are 
Jeſus in his awful authority, fiery ſuiferings, and glori - 
ous exaltation, as the means of our to: God ; or 
they are a love-working and zeal-inflaming faith, by 
which we join ourſelves to him and his church: and; 
m they not alſo repreſent the zealous endeavours of 
(a) Prove. ix. t—5- If. liv. 11. 12. Rev. iv. 6. and . 2. 
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miniſters to-try perſons, and admit to ſealing ordinances 
only ſuch as are viſibly ſaints, and faithful ? Her borders 
"of pleaſant ſtones, are her precious, her comely, well 
fixed, and durable ſaints, ordinances, diſcipline, and go- 
vernment. Her cedar beams and pillars, are the fragrant, 
firm, and laſting miniſters, ſaints, promiſes, and ordi- 
nances, by which ſhe is adorned and fupported. Her 
rafters and galleries of fir, are her ſhadowy, refreſhful, 
and comely ordinances of divine grace, in which we ap- 
prehend, retain, and walk with Chriſt. Her,chambers 
reprefent her ordinances as the means of ſecret, ſweet, 
and ſatisfying communion with Chriſt; and of his bicſþ- 
4ng us with his peculiar protection and prefence. Her 
abine-cellar, bangueting houſe, and bed, are the fcriptures, 
the covenant of grace, and eſpecial fellowſhip with 
Chriſt; by which we are ſweetly refreſhed, ſtrengthened, 
ſatisfied, delighted, inſtructed, and rendered fruitful in 
good works. Her fable is the ordinances of God, on 
which his fulneſs is exhibited to us. Her throne of 
grace, is Jeſus, as the fulfiller of all righteouſneſs, in 
vrhom God is for ever well pleaſed and reſts. The. ſea 
of glaſs before the throne, mingled with fire, on which the 
- faints for ever ſtand, and are bold before God, is Jeſus? 
. all.cleanſing, all-ſupportmg blood, as flowing from his 
- flaming» love, and applied Pop bis Spirit of. burning; or 
it is the goſpel applied by the Spirit to our conſcience, 
for encouraging us to bold appearanges,.,and fervent 
. fupplications'before God. - + © 
37. She is compared to an Inn (a).: For accomoda- 
ting and refreſhing the people of God in their heavenly 
journey, ſhe is erect ed. In her, miniſters are appoin- 
ted to wait on the travelling ſaints, and afford them 
medicine, milk, or ſtrong, meat, as their caſe requires. 
Are not the two inſpired Teftaments; are not minifte- 
rial gifts and graces, the ue pence beſtowed by our 
kind Samaritan upon theſe % on earth, for the aſſiſtance 
of his people? And is not everlaſting glory their addi- 
tional reward? — Beware, my ſou}, * in ordi- 
nanees or attainments; but haſten forward to thy long 


963 


home, the better country aboweeeeſee .. 
38. She reſembles a chauzEA and :BANQUETING= 
* Luke x. 34. 1 . M ee | 
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-youss (2). How richly furnifbed with every thing 
comely and uſeful! with all the nouriſhing fulneſs os 
God! In her, how ſweetly Jeſus manifeſts himſelf to 
his people! feaſts them with his goodneſs! allows them 
his intimate fellowſhip! reveals to them his ſecrets ! and 
protects them from their enemies SSA 

39. She refembles a GaEeexn and WELL-GUARDED 
BED (5). What ſweet commumon have the faints here 
with Chriſt, and with one another! How fweetly here 
he dwells, and reſts in his love! With what amazing 
pleaſure lre here declareth it to us, and maketh us to, 
enjoy its endearing fruits: Is it not here, that ſaints and 
graces are begotten ; are born; are nouriſhed; and ap- 
pear with conſtant verdure, glory, and freſhneſs! What 
armed guard of infinite perfections, of holy angels, aud 
faithful miniſters, ſurround her on every ſide; all deter- 
mined, during her night of trouble and time, to protect 
her in ſafety, and to execute vengeance on her enemies. 
40. She is compared to a wart (e). Bring eſta» 
bliſned in the faith of his word, cemented by his perſon 
aud blogd, and by their mutual love and ſpiritual fellows 
ſhip, her true members are built on Chriſt the founda- 
tion. In them, and in her whole form, ſhe is erected 


ſtraight heavenward. How ſtrong in him! and what 
a 


n uſeful means of protecting men from the ſtorms of 
temptation and wrath ! What a ſeparator betwen pro- 
ſeſſed ſaints and profane finners! Her towers are the o- 
racles, ordinances, and minifters of God; by which ſhe 
oppoſeth her ſpiritual enemies, when they come in 
like a flood. The fthoer-palace built upon ber, implies 
her being the honoured habitation of Father, Son, and 

Bolt and that, by her means, we aſcend to the 
celeſtial ſtate. g 5 


41. She is compared to a door (4). In her, Jeſus 


the door, the way, the truth, and the life, is exhibited z 
and the door of faith, the door of goſpel offers, and of 
mens hearts, is opened. She is the door of paſſage to 
the inner-chambers of endleſs felicity. Nor ought any, 
but viſible ſaints, to be adinitted inte the chambers of 
her ſealing inſtitutions. And is ſhe not divinely inelo- 
| fa) Song i. 4. ard ii. 4. (6). Song i. 16. and iii. 2. b. 
() Song viii 9. 10. (% Song iii. 9. 4 
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ſd with the gedar- ee of ordinances providences, 
and graces: 

42. She 18 compared to a GOLDEN CANDLESTICK (a). 
How great her beauty and value! From Chritt the 
light of life her gifts and graces are lighted; and by her 
doctrine, diſcipline, and holy converſation, ſhe, com- 
municateth the light of inſtruction to others. Her ſi- 
tuation in the world is often varied; and in the morn- 
ing of endleſs glory, ber preſent tom ſhall- be laid 
aſide. Her oil is the goſpel and grace of God. The 
pipes of -conveyance; are faithful minſtrations of truth, 
The © two olive-trees, that empty the oil out of them- 
ſelves, may fignify miniſters, who communicate go- 
ſpel- truth to others; or Chriſt's natures and offiees, 
by which the Holy Ghoſt is communicated to men. 

43. The church is like unto a Fire (4). In her 
dwells the Spirit of judgment and burning. In her, the 
word of God is like unto fire, inflaming and melting the 
hearts of men, In her, what multitudes are rehned 
from their droſſy corruptions ! How terrible and de- 
ſtructire is ſne to her enemies! l | 


G. K 4 P. Ir... 
11 ctaphors reſpeing An richrift and other rf ke. 
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0 R R UP IT Churches are called FLOCKS 7 
| Cbriſt companions (c). In mighty numbers 
they are gathered, nouriſhed, directed, 8295 governed 
by his oppoſers and the doQrines, and laws to which 
they attend, and their cuftoms and er are the | 
reverſe of thoſe that are appointed by him. FR 

2. They are called $YNAGOGUES OF Sa gan 19. 
them he dwells; and by them he is worſhipped. 95 
them his doctrines are believed ; his laws obſerved; and 
his ordinances attended; and his followers aſſemble for 
fellowſhip in error, Seifen and wieked practices. 

3. They reſemble LUX E WARM WATER, and a CAKE 
vor TURNED (e). Pretending ſome regard to divine 
truths and ordinances, but wanting the love of them, 

Ja) Rev. i. 20. (5) Obad 19.- (c) Song i. hs 4 FU Rev. ii. 9, 
00 Rev. ir. Hol. viii, &, „ 

they 
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they mix idolatry, and other corruptions, with ſome 
remains of God's true worſhip ; they * him, and ſerve 
their own god's; and ſo render themſelves abominable 
to him and his people; and are in the utmoſt hazard 
of being ſpued out of his mouth, into everlaſting ruin. 

Why they are compared to old men with grey hairs 
without knowing it; and to roaring liont; rapacious 
bird: ; corrupt carcaſes ; barren vineyards ; And emply 
vines. See in Jews, chap. xiii. $ 2. No 1. 

4. The Aatichriſtian ſtate, or Papacy, is called a man 


orf 8in'(a). How wonderfully it is connected in its 


parts! How marvellouſly all of them ſympathize with, 
and ſupport one another! What pretence it makes to 
reaſon, and to the advantage of mankind! The Pope, 


who overſeeth, directs, and governs, is the head; his ſub= 
miſſi ve and wickedly- active clergy are the hands, and their 


common ſubjects the feet. And how monſtrouſly ſinful 
and wicked is the whole ſyſtem of his doctrines, laws, 
worſhip, miracles, offices, officers, and courſes ! 

5. Antichriſt is called the son or yERDITION (3). 
By the deſtructive vengeance of God on men, for not 
receiving his truth in the love of it, was the riſe thereof 
permitted. The Pope, and his thoroagh paced a- 
cents, go about, ſeeking whom they may de vaur. Their 
doctrine, their laws, and example, effectually tend to 
the everlaſting ruin of multitudes. Their beloved, their 
habitual labour, is to deſtroy the ſouls and bodies of 


men. The period of their power is a perilous time; for 


they have conſciences ſeared as with a hot iron, igno- 
rant, and ſtupified; they ſpeak lies in hypocriſy ; pro- 
mote doctrines of devils, forbidding to marry, and to 
enjoy meats which God hath prepared for uſe; they are 
lovers of themſelves, covetous, proud, blaſphemers diſ- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without na- 
tural affection, truce-breakers, falſe accuſers, incontiĩ- 
nent, intemperate, fierce, heady, high minded, deſpi- 
ſers and haters of thoſe that are good. | 4 
6. Antichriſt is compared to a wrore (c). With 
(a) 2Thell. ii. 3. (6) 1 Theſſ. ii. 3. 2 Tim. li. 1.—7- 
(c) Rev. zvii. See Morning Exerciſes; and diſcourſes of Epiſ- 
copalian Divines, againft Popery; CALvigus MuOoR, Bell's 
Standard of the Spirit: and my Oracles of Ghrift, and Abomis 


what 


$5 - 
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what amazing craft, fikhineſs, and flattery do the Pope 


and his factors, ſednce multitudes into error, ido- 
latry, will worfbip, and ether parts of ſpiritual whore- 
dom with them! For this end, how they deck up their 
offices and cauſe, with the meſt plauſible pretences to 
piety and reaſon! How they delude men with the moft 
engaging outward appearances of carnal pomp and 
ſplendor. Under pretence of chaſtity, how they dect 
marriage, and yet wallow in all manner of uncleanneſs! 
The /carlet-celoured beaſt, with ſeven head and ten hors, 
upon which ſhe rideth, 1s the blaſphemous and bloody 


empire of Rome, which had ſeven different forms of 


government; and is now divided into ten principal 
* © 22 . , . a 

{overeignties, over which the Pope did, or doth ex- 
erciſe his power. The many waters on which fhe fitteth, 


are the noiſy multitude of people, ſubject to her autho- 
rity. Her purple and ſcarlet clothing, marks out the 


purple livery of her cardinals ; her amazing pride; her 
high pretences to more than royal ſovereignty ;-and her 


bloody preſecution of the ſaints. The glden cup, Full a, 


ulthineſe, in her hand, is the unhallow:d means which 
me taketh to'enſnare and defile the ſouls of men. Her 


names on her forehead, Myſtery, Babylon the great, the 


another of harlots, and abominations of the ea th, imports 
her high pretences to lying wonders, and her aſtoniſhing 
impudence in the filthieft crimes. Her being drunt 
"with the blood of ſaints, implies her cruel and bloody 
perſecution of them, ker delighting to murder and mat- 


| facre them. he burning of her floſs with re by the tex 


kings once ſubjed to her, implies their angry, utter, and 
fearful deſtruction ef the Papa] conftitutwn, power and 
revenue, in the time nnted by Gd. 35 

J. Antichriſt is called Sonou (4). What pride, ful- 
neſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs, are with her 
numerous devotees! What ſhocking befiiality, Sodomy, 
fornication, adultery, andevery other fleſhly and mental 


© -Impurity, prevail in Popiſh countries! Do not you, 


Antichriſtian clergy, for a pitiful price, allow men to 

practiſe the vileſt abominations? What numbers of li- 

denſed ſtews are at Rome? Are you not lovers of plea» 

Jared more than bers of God? How often you creep 
$4) Rev. xi. . | : 

| into 
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into mens houſes, to defile their ſpouſes and daughters 
with your whoredom and error! Paſt Feeling, how you 
2bandon yourſelves to all uncleanneſs, to work it with 
greedineſs And ſhall not you, and your followers, like 


Sodom, be ſet up as monuments ef wrath, ſuffering 


the vengeance of eternal fre? 1 % 6 

8. Antichriſt is called EG VH (4). How terrible is 
the Poptſh oppreſſion of, and murdering the ſaints! How 
fearful their deſtruction of the fouls of men! How 
ſhocking and cruel, the ſlavery of their ſubjets! How 
abſurd; their ſuperſtition ! How baſe their idolatry in 
worſhipping waxen wafers, images of a croſs, relics of 
dead men, pretended or real, old rags, or chips of 
wood, Oc.“ 1 5 | 14% OE Lon 

9. Antichrift is called BanyLon THE GREAT (5). 
How aſtoniſhing and wide-ſpread the Popiſh power 
and dominion ! How did their agents captivate .and en- 
ſlave the nations and people of God! What magic, ido- 
latry, ſuperſtition, perſecution, and murder, -abound 
among them! And ſhall not this ſtate and ſyſtem be 
overthrown by the ſpecial providence of God! and 
Rome, its principal feat, be reduced to a laſting ruin! 
The tenth part of this city ruined. by an earthquake, is 
a part of the Romiſh ſtate, perhaps Italy, overturned 
by the fearful judgments of Gd. 5 | 

10. Antichriſt is compared to a BEAST (c). What 
ſtupidity, abſurdity, and ignorance, prevail in his doc- 
trines, laws, and members! Its ring aut of the fea, 
imports his obtaining of power amidit times of trouble, 
confuſion, perplexity ; and over multitudes of unſettled 
ſubjects of the Roman empire Its ſeven heads, fignify 
ſeven forms of government uſed at Rome, and Maag 
and concentering in the Papacy. Its ten horxs, are the 


n 


ten kingdoms ſubject to Popery. Names of blaſphemy 


in the forehead, imply open reviling of God and his 
truths; and of Chriſt, in his office and work. Its ſeet 
cf a bear, imply exceſſive cruelty ; firm retentioif of 
votaries; and outrageous murder of men, in their ſoul, 


body, and name. Its appearance of a leopard, imports 


craft, cruelty, and being ſpotted with abominàtions un- 
numbered. Its mouth of a lion, imports. the roaring 
{*) Rev. xi.8. (5) Rev. xvii. 35. (c) Rev. xiii- 2 
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forth of frightful threatenings ; and the powerful exer- 
ciſe of devouring influence. The healing of one of its 
ewounded heads, implies the reftoration * power to the 
eity of Rome in the perſon of the Pope, after the He- 


ruli and others ext irpated the imperial; or the reſtoring 


to him the power which he loſt at the Proteſtant refor- 
mation. This firſt beaſt repreſents Agtichrift in his 


civil influence. His. ri/ing from the earth in form of an · 


ther beaſt, may denote the rife of his power eecleſiaſt ic, 
from obſcurity, by carnal means, and to promote earth · 
ly and carnal ends. Its being like a lamb, imports his 
pretence to innocency, purity, and uſefulneſs ; and his 
uſurpation of Chriſt's office as a Surety and Prieſt. 
Its two horns, denote his connected civil and eceleſiaſtie 
power and authority; or his power of order and doc- 
trine, bniding and looſing, in the church. Its ſpeting 


lite à dragon, imports his terrible curſes, cenſures, ex- 


communications, and interdicts againſt his oppoſers. His 
cauſing men te male and worſhip an image of the firſt 


ben, may ſignify his obliging them to reverence the 


poor fhadow of authority reſtored to Rome by the Popiſh 
clergy. His mark in mens hands, implies their ſwearing 
to, or practiſing his abominations. His mark on their 
Freheaus, implies their bold and daring profeſſion of his 
errors, idolatry, and ſuperſtition. Six hundred three- 
feore and fix, the number of his name, marks out the 
Latin church, whoſe Latin fervice was appointed in 
A. D. 666. The letters of this number from LArE!- 
Nos and Rouiirz, that is, Latin and Romifh, The 
apparently regular conſtruction of this number, may 
denote the ſeeming regularity of the Antichriſtian ſy- 
ſtem of doctrines, — officers. Or (twenty five) 


the ſquare-root of this number, may point out the arti- 


cles of the Popiſh creed, and their multitude of other 
matters regulated by twenty-five. TS 

11. The Antichriftian ſtate is repreſented as a HaBt- 
TATION OF DEVILS, ACAGEOFEVERY UNCLEAN BAD (2). 
In her Satan and his angels reign. Her principal mem- 


bers are a kind of devils incarnate, Her whole ſyſtem 


38 conſtituted of unclean doctrines, worſhip, offices, 
(] Rev. zviii. 2. . 
| officers, 
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officers, cuſtoms. Shall 1t not at length- appear ſo to 
men? Shall not Rome, the revered ſeat of her dignity, 
become an unfightly defolation ? _ 1215 

12. The Antichriſtiaa ſtate is repreſented as a vis1BLE 
woRLD (a). Her earth may ſignify her fundamental 
articles of the pope's ſupremacy, infallibility, c. Her 
fea, the honour and gain made by that religion. Her 
rivers and fountains, her learned men, and their writ- 
ings in her defence. Her ſun, the civil authority that 
animates and ſupports her. The gat of the bea, her 
general conſtitution z or the dwelling of the Pope, Her 
mountains aud iſlands, her deep; roofed remains of doc- 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government, together 
with her monaſteries and conſecrated dignities. Or may 
the earth ſignify. Germany and Poland, theſe inland 
countries? the fea, Portugal, France, and Spain, which 
are almoſt {ſurrounded with ſea? the rivers. and ſoun- 
tains of water, the north parts of Italy, which abounds 
with rivers? the un, the Emperor, or King of France, 
the ſeat of the beaſt, che middle part of Italy, perhaps 
the ſame with Aarmageddon? the Mandt and mountains, 
Sicily, Malta, Sc.? The vials. poured out thereon, and 


| thehail and earthquakes, are the terrible haraſſing, and 


gverturaing judgments. of God, ſent to deſtroy; her. 


13. The vor is compared to a go (5). By adding 
to, or taking from the word and worſhip. of God; by 


retending to pardon fin, or indulge men in it; by u- 
urping Chriſt' a headſhip over his church, and oppoſing 
his perſon, office, and grace; by. uſurping authority 
over the civil magiſtrate, enthroning and depoſing him 
at pleaſure ; and by working pretended miracles to con- 
firm their abominations, he and his agents ſet themſelves 
in the room of, and exalt themſelves above Gad. 
14. The Pope is called the ANGEL of the bottomleſs pit, 
whoſe name in Hebrew and Geek is a deftroyer (c). Be- 
ing ſent, excited, and directed by Satan, he promotes 
the intereſts of hell; ripens multitudes for its everlaſting 
deſtruction; and with amazing craft and vigour, per- 
ſecuteth the ſaints, who oppole his deſigns; and is a 


(a) Rev. xvi. (6) a Theſſ. ii. 4. (c) Rev. 11. 11. 
Y 2 fearful 
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fearful ſtumbling - block to the Jews, and ruinous plague 
to the Gentiles. e e , 
15. He reſembleth the Kino in Daniel's viſign, who 
doth according to his will, magnifies himfelf above every 
God, &c. (a). Making his own pleaſure his ſole ſu- 
preme rule of conduct, he exalts himſelf above magi - 
ſtrates, angels, and the true God; blaſphemes his Ma- 
ker ;z—at. once contemns the idols of the ancient Hea. 
then, and the God of the primitive Chriſtians. Lawful 
marriage he vilipends, and prohibits to his clergy. In- 
itead of, and together with the true God, he honours 
the images of angels, the relics and pictures of ſaints ; 
offers them rich preſents; and, for gain, pretends to aſſign 
them their refpective countries, cities, occupations, and 
caſes, in which they are to overſee, protect, and bleſs, 
He rules over great multitudes, which being affembled 
by him, do, with him, fight againſt the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt ; but, in-the-end, - ſhall be wrathfully overcome, 
and ruined, and the followers of Jeſus enriched with 
T . ð ) Uk AAS 23% a 2.53 
186. He reſembles the LIT TIE Horn in Daniel's vi- 
non, avhich had eres, ſpale perverſe things and ſubdued 
three horns (b). His power was inconſiderable at firit, 
but he quickly made himfelf maſter of three ſovereign- 
ties, the dukedom of Rome, the exarchate of Ravenna, 
and the region of Pentapolis. With amazing eraft and 6 
eircumſpection; with numerous ſpies, prying into the 
councils of men; with terrible blafphemy, -boafting, M } 
perſecution,” and curſes, he did and doth promote his + 
-pntallowet uftcrefis.. © 225 20 145 4959550 i077 dn t 
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HAN IK 

Metaphors reſpecting nations, armies, families, and 

their adjunfts;, which being almaſt innumerable, 

but generally more reſtircted in their ſignification, 

and less ediſying; no more is here intended, than 

ſuch an explanatory ſwatch, as may ſerve for a hey 
to the reſt. 5 . 


1 1 | 


* Figsr Metaphors reſpecting 1 ions more generally 
, e i 


1. LL nations are repreſented as the Two sos of 

a family (2). The Jews are the ELDER, the 
Gentiles the younGERx, The former, God, by his word, 
required to work in the vineyard of his church. Fairly 
they engaged, and readily they promiſed, to ſerve him; 
but quickly broke their engagement. Long the latter 
lived in open rebellion; but, at laſt, uifluenced by his con- 
verting grace, they repented and complied with his call. 


Long, like prodigals, they deſerted their Father's fa; _ 


mily and church, till deep ſenſe of their ſpiritual need 


brought them to themſelves, and made them enquire 


what they ſhould do to be ſayed. How readily then 
did Is uovAU meet them in merey! embraced them with 


love! arrayed them with the 4% robe of his ſons righ- 


teouſneſs! feaſted them with his fleſh and blood adorn» 
ed them with his ordinances and. influences! But why, 
ye Jews, did you repine at his honouring them above 
yon, who had long been his peculiar children and ſer · 
vants! Was it not meet, that there ſhould be an abun- 
dant diſplay of heavenly bounty and gladneſs, when 
God's ſo- Jong loft children were found! when your. ſo- 
long dead brethren were made alive $—Rejoice ye Gen- 
tiles, with his people, for to him we ſeek ; in him we 
truſt.; and his reſt ſhall be glorious. 5 | 

2. All nations are compared to the $MALL DROP of a 


* 


bucket, pusr of the balance, and nothing before 
God (a)., Ho imall, inſignificant, unſubflantial, 


0 Matth. xxi 28.—3 2. I. uke. xy. 11. 32. (% . xl. 25. 27, 
; — 2 vorthleſe! 
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worthleſs! How eafily toſſed, troubled, and ruined $ 
What then, Lord, am I, one man, the dregs of my 
race, that I ſhould poſſeſs the EAT Unxzxown ! the 
IN FIVITE ATL! N n 
3. The Gentile nations, before the ſpread of the go- 
ſpel, are called a 1iTTLE 81STER without breaſts (a). 
Though many of their progeny were chofen by, and in 
the purpoſe of God united to Chriſt; yet they made no 
appearance as a church, had no breaſts of inſpired ora- 
cles, divine ordinances, or goſpel-minilters, wherewith 
to edify the ſouls of men. f 
4. Perhaps the Gentile nations are compared to a 
TS DESOLATE, and refuſed woman (6). And they 
are called a xaTion which Chrift knew not. Before his 
death, they, for many ages, produced almoſt no children 
to him. They were deſerted and rejected by him. He 
took no pecultar notice of them; brought them into no 
church- relation to him. But, bleſſed be the Lord, more 
have now been the ſpiritual children of this barren wo- 
man, than ever were of the Jewiſh church. — But perhaps 
this barren woman, ſignifies the church during Chriſt's 
perſonal preſence with her on earth. And the children 
4 the deſolate being more than they of the married wife, 
Implies, that after Chriſt's withdrawment to heaven, the 
converts to him ſhould be moſt numerous. 
F. The Gentiles, before the ſpread of the goſpel a. 
mong them, are called ForErGNE as (c). They were 
without vifible intereſt in, or connection with God if 
Chriſt; and deftitute of the offers of his grace, the doc- 
trines of his word, or the laws of his kingdom. They 
had no ſpiritual fellowſhip with bis holy nation z no 
claim to his covenants of promite ; no hope of a Meſ- 
fiah, or ſalvation by him, or of a reſurrection to eternal 
life ; but were deftitute of the knowledge, the image, 
the fear, the worſhip, and ſaving fellowſhip of Ged. 
Thrice happy! that thofe, who were once afar off, are b 
brought nigh by the blood of Chriſt! But ah! what 
multitudes of perſons and nations ſtill remain in that 
veretched condition! ; | 3 
6. Nations without the church, before, or after the 
(a) Song viii. 8. (] Iſ. liv. 1. 4. 6. and Iv. 1. fc) Eph 
Ai. 20. 4 7 #4 „CCC. 123616 
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death of Chriſt, are compared to 2 DESART WILDEA- 
XE85 (a). How barren and unprofitable to God, and 


to one another! Not plowed with his influence ; nor 


fon with his word, ordinances, or grace; nor hedged 


about with his fpecial government and protection: no 
evay , holineſs that leadeth to life; no flocks of con- 
verted men, nor their footſteps; ne fweet fruits of holy 
men, or truly righteous works; no wells of ſalvation; 
nor green paſtares of evangelie inſtitutions; no bread of 
life, were, or are there to be found.— But alas l what 
evil beaſts! what wicked angels and men what per- 
plexity and unſettledneſs of mind, how: to ſatisfy an 
immortal ſoul! what ſurrounding hazards of eternal 
conſequence * what blaſts of conquering temptation, 
and wrathful calamity! what miſts of ignorance, idola- 
try, procaneneſs, deluſion, and wilk-worthip abound ! 

J. Particular nations are compared to the un- 
VERSE. (5). The more glorious part of their members 
and laws are the heavens, and luminaries thereof; and 


the reft the air, the earth, and the rivers. The magi- 


firates are repreſented as God, as children, as minifters of 
God; becauſe in his name, they rule over, and are re- 
vered and obeyed by their ſubjects. The ſord, which 
they bear not in vain, is their power and authority to 


protect the innocent, and punith the offenders. 


8. Particular nations are repreſented as FAMiLIES (c}. 
The country as the mother; the magiſtrates as Fathers, 
who cheriſn, govern, protect, and provide for the 
people; who are the children, the ſous, or daughters, 
Sometimes the principal city is repreſented as the mo- 
ther; and the leſſer cities, fuburbs, or villages, are 
termed the daughters.— Sometimes for likeneſs of man- 
ners, natural relation, Oc. one. nation is deſigned the 


fſter of another. « 


9. They are compared to HARLOTS (2). What de- 
ceitful and baſe methods they often take to promote 
their trade, t heir power and authority! How often they 


boaſt of, and ſeduce thoſe around to, idolatrous and 


whoriſh departing from God! How juſtly God execu- 


| (a) IC xxxv. 1. 6. 7. (6); If. xxiv; Mark xiii. 23. 25. Pal. 
Ixxxii. 6. Rom. xiii. 3. (c) Plal. cxxxvii. 8. 9. (d) IL xxiii. 


teth 
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eth upon them the judgment of whoriſh women, ſtirring 
up their friends to hate and haraſs them; and by 1 Nel 
ly deſtroying them in the fire of his wrath ! 
to. They are compared to TRAVAILING WOMEN (a). 
How often ! how ſuddenly ! how terribly pained, and 
tormented, with divine judgments! How often pained, 
in attempting to perform their purpofes! How often 
they travail, without bringing forth any deliverance { 
How often they bring forth wickedneſs ! Ye ngtions, 
how gracious are you w/e pangs of adverſity come upon 
you Then perhaps you return, and enquire right early 

after God; but how often then are you reſected by him! 

11. They are compared to animal bodies (Y). Ma- 
giſtrates ard honourable perſons are the head, which 
adorns, directs, and manageth them. Falſe teachers, 
and the low mob, are the fail and feet ; moſt uſeleſs and 
vontemptible. No forundnefs from the ſole of the foot to 
the crown of the head, implies the ſinful corruption, or or 
the diſtreſs of all ranks, high and low. The head fich, 
and ?he heart faint, implies, that the rulers, and moft ac- 
tive and animating perſons, are corrupted, perplexed, 
and diſeouraged. To ſhave off the hair of the beard, the 
head and feet, is ſhamefully to cut off, and carry captive, 
both great and ſmall Fatneſs, implies abundance of 
men, wealth, or proſperity. | Leanneſs, imports fewneſs 
of perſons, and poverty of condition: Palenefs, implieth 
ſhame and confuſion. To abæx old, is to loſe courage, 
vigour, ſtrength, or authority. Msgictrates are the 
breath of their noſtrils, by which their 18 W e and 

Influence are maintained. 

12. They are repreſented as ſyſtems of uy 46s of the 
field, air, or ſea (c). And magittrates are repreſented as 
the principal animals of thofe kinds, as liont, bears, 
eagles, dragons, leviathan. Sometimes for their refreſh- 
ful, protecting, and ſupporting influence, magiftrates 
are repreſented as frees, on which their _— do neſtle; 
or under which they ſnelter themſelves. Sometimes 
_ - borns denote their kings, was Were their « own ſubjecte, 

and haraſs others. 


(a) H. zziii. 4. Jer. vi. 23 · Hol. xiii. 12. np If. vii. 14. 
7 23. and i. 5. G. and vii. 20. es xvii. 4. and ix. 2X1. I 
Iv. 20. (e.) Dan. %. 14- Zack. is, and xaxi/ tf +5 
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13. They are compared to HERDS and FLOCKS (a). 
The country is their fold and paſture. Magiſtrates are 
their /hepherds, who watch over, protect, govern, and 
provide for their ſubjects. Great men are their rams, 
be. goati, bulls, tine; and if in proſperity rendering tbem 


conſpicuous and flrong, 21 are eee as Jar or 


ad, 
14. They are likened to nEIP EAS (5). et and fat 


heifers repreſent; them in their glory and proſperity. 
Heifers taught, repreſent them as aceuſtomed to ſubjec- 
tion.  Backflding heifers, repreſent them as perverſely 
apoſtatizing from God. Fo cry, or /ift up the voice, like 
an. heifer of three years old, is to oy and ai * bite 
terly and outrageouſſy. 


15. They are compared to he FIRMAMENT, for thoſe | 


eonſpicuous appearance and glory (c: for their di- 
ſtinguiſhed brightneſs and . a. * rulers and gens 
men afe repreſented as the fern, moon, and flare: 
16. They are compared to a counTRY (4). And 
their magiſtrates and great men are likened to mountains 
and hills ; which overtop, overſhadow, and protect the 
reſt. The conſtitution of government is the Joundations, 
And divine Judgaeats are repeSented as Jed, 9 
earthgua le. « 

17. They are compared to a 824, or WATERS 20 
ing (e) ; becauſe of their numbers ; their noiſe; their 
vaſcitled (tate ; their haughty threatening, and actual 
overwhelming 7 the nations. around; and fometimes 


becauſe. dwelling on the ee breach Hike the ſeay ; 


denotes a very wide one. 

18. They are likened to A.FOREST (7 ); becauſe — 
the multitude of perſons, cities, and villages. And ma- 
giſtrates and great men are repreſented as tall trees, top 
branches ; and thoſe of low condition, as lan trees. :- » 
19. They are repreſented as vinzy arDs{(g). Hedged 
about with government, kept, and cultivated by rulers, 
how great the order, and nnn, 5 W r rx 


8 Jer. xriii. Ezek. xxxiv. (5) If. : xv. * Jer. Alvi. 20. 


and xlviii- 34. (e) Rev. vi. 12. 13. 14. and viii. 10. 12. 
4) Pſal. Ixxit. 3. (e) If. xvii. 12. Jer- xlix. 23. Rev. vii. 1. 
Hf. Ix. 5g. "Toes 7 ii 13. „Hol zi. 2. Are, Xx. = 


(2) If, zvii. G—11, and xxiv- 13. Jer. vieſs 44-4 
| ate! 


— 
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Kate! Cities are the boughs and branches. Multitudes 
of people are the fruit. Two or three berries left, ſigni- 
fy a ſmall remnant ſaved in the 5 of deſolating 
judgments.— A forſaken bough, is a deſolate city. To 
HIRE: and turn the hand into the baſket, is gradually to 
deftroy, or lead captive the remnant left at the firft. 
To plant the vinepard with flrange flips, is to bring in 


foreign people, doctrines, or cuſtoms into a nation. — 


Lord, how cafily canſt thou plant or ”_ up, A 
branch and ruſh, in one day ! 

20. They are likened to HEATH (a), to repreſent their 
barrenneſs ; witheredneſs, and contemptibleneſs ; and 
their not profiting by the means of proſperity or grace. 

21. They are likened to a cor of corn (6) ; for their 
multitude of perfons; their comelinefs; glory; and 
promiſing uſefulneſs. Gleaning of ears, implies the 
care of a conquering enemy to kill, or ny copia ve, the 
whole nation, 

22. They are likened to $TUBBLE (, to denote, that 
they are brought to the utmoſt contempt; are trodden 
down by their enemies; or have only an inſignificant 
remnant left. They are repreſented as dry flubble; to 
imply their ripeneſs for the judgments of God, and no- 
thing elſe. They are repreſented as /{ubble before the 
wind, to mark how eaſily and quickly they hall be 
driven out of their place. 

23. They are compared to CHAFP, or chaff of t e 
#ains (d), to repreſent how infignificant they are; how 
readily expoſed to ſtorms, and changes of lot; and that 
the higher they rife in pomp and greatneſs, the more 
obnoxious they are to ruin. How eaſily, O Meſt High, 


canſt thou, by thy wind of deſtruction, chafe and toſs 


the mightieſt nations, from place to place! How readily 
canſt thou rebuke them! and with. the breath of thy 
providence, make them flee go off, was hurl them out 
of the world! \ 


24. They are compares to HORNS Wy becauſe or 


| their eonſpicuouſnefs, their power and authority to de- 
fend themſelves, or haraſs and ruin others. The four 


Ca) Jer. xvii. 6. and xIviii 6. (% If. xvii. 5. (c) Pal. Ixxxiii ii. 


13. If. Xlvii. 14. Jer. xiii. 24. Nah. i. 1. (4% If. vii. 13. 


ſe) Zech i. 18. Rev. xiii. and xvii. 
75 ; | horns 
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horns that ſcattered Fudah, are the Samaritans, - Am- 
monites, Arabians, and other nations who haraſſed them, | 
after the captivity. Ten horns upon ons bealt, ſignify L 
ten kingdoms or ſovereigntics formed out of the Roman 
empire. - . eee 
25. They are likened to a roTTER's vESSEL (ag. 
It is thine, O JEHovan, to form them as thou pleaſeſt ; 
thine to appoint them to honour or diſhonour. How 
| baſe are they in themſelves ! but how curious thy forma- 
tion of them! How impoſſihle to refit them, if once they 


be marred in the hand of thy providence, 
e. II. 8 
| Metaphors reſpecting the Fews, Egyptians, Afſyrians, 
e Ghaldeans, . Greeks, Romans, Tyrians, 
e Turks, with their adjunfts. | | 
& Fixsr, Mctaphors reſpecting the Fews. 
© 1. HE Jews are likened to an EX DEAN so (5). 
0 They were God's jir/t-born ; firſt of the na- 
* tions, he diſtinguiſhed them in his favour : readily they 
he profeſſed the higheſt regard to the divine law, and came 
Jo under the moſt ſolemn engagements to obedience ; 

7 after continuing many ages in peculiar relation to God, 
2 they wilfully deſpiſed his counſel, and rejected the Meſ- 
W ſiah; finfully they fretted, and many of them blaſphe- 
at med, becaufe, under the goſpel, the Gentiles were more 
re highly favoured of God than themſelves. 

h, 2. They refemble the kich max in the parable (c). 
ſs I Glorying in their wealth, their numerous rites and tra- 
ly ditions ; their relation to God, and their pious anceſtors ; 
by they contemptueufly rejected the debaſed Saviour; while 
ut unclean publicans, harlots, and Heathens, received him. 


tt Notwithſtanding all their pomp, the flaming vengeance 
of of God came upon them. Terrible and hopeleſs were 
de- the torments and miſeries into which they were plunged ; 
ur nor could the covenant made with Abraham theirance- 

diu. ſtor yield them any relief; nor could their deſperate 
(a) Jer. xviii. 1.— 10. (6) Luke xv. 11. 26.—32. Matth xxi- 

26. (% Luke xvi. 19.—-3 2 TIO ONE; 
| e _ withes 
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wiſhes obtain further evidence of Jeſus Mefſiahſhip, for 


themſelves, and their various ſects; or for their bre- 
thren of the ten tribes. / | 994.45 

3. They are likened to an inFanmT tying in blood ; vile, 
unpitied, unaſſiſted of men, but quickened, furniſhed, a- 


= 


warned, and eſpouſed of God (a). Not for their righ- 


teouſneſs' ſake, but for his name's fake, he raiſed them 
up from an idolatrous, polluted, and deſpicable origin. 
Marvellouſſy he preſerved and multiplied them into a 
nation in Egypt. Though they were contemned and 


hated of all around, he honoured them with his peculiar 


favours and laws; entered into folemn covenant with 
them ; ſupported their arms of power and influence, and 
taught them to walk in his law; gave them a pleaſant 


land ing with milk and honey; formed them into 


the then only church; and into one of the moſt honour- 
able kingdoms that ever exiſted. t. 


4. They are likened to a DELICATE wonAx (CU. 
How proud of their diftinguiſhed privileges! How un- 
prepared for, and unable to endure adverſity, when they 
were expoſed to it by the Chaldeans! ' © 

5. They are repreſented as a MOTHER AND FAMILY 
IX BONDAGE (c; to mark out their ſubjection to the 
ceremonial law; their lying under the power of ſin, Sa- 
tan, and the broken law; and their expoſure to ſad 
diſtreſs and ſlavery for their rejecting of Chriſt. 
6. They are likened to an hARTLOT (4). Contrary 
to equity, to decency, and to ſolemn covenant with God, 
they forſook his law, worſhipped idols, and polluted 


themfelves with every abominable courſe. Treacherouſſy 


they diſtruſted and rejected the Lord, imitated the ido- 
latry, and relied on the affiftance of the Egyptians, 


Aſſyriaus, and Chaldeans. For a while, theſe of Judah 


and Benjamin condemned the enormities of Sodom and 
of the ten tribes; but, though warned by their deſtruc- 
tion, they at laſt ſurpaſſed them in wickedneſs, and fo 
juſtified their conduct. They had a are, forehead, 


ruſhing impudently on fin; and of their own motion, 
and at their own expence, ſeeking after ſinful connection 
with the Heathen, and.communion with them in their 


(a) Ezek. xvi. 1.—I15. (6 Jer. vi. 2. (c) Gal. iv, 25. 
. 


(4) Eck. xvi. and xxiii· Jer. iii. 


- 
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falſe worſhip. Long God hired them with a goodly 


land, and favours innumerable, to be for him and not 
for another; but, provoked with their treachereus crimes, 
he puniſhed them by the hand of thofe nations which 


they had ſo fondly relied on, and imitated: he caſt them 


out of their church relation to him, and refuſed to ſhew 
them merey. But rejoice, you ſeed of Jacob, you ſhall _ 
be as though you had not been caſt off. In the wilder- 
neſs of adverſity God ſhall Tpeak unto your heart; and 
make you return to Jour former huſband, with whom it 
was better with you than now. © Though the viſion 
tarry, wait for it; for at the end it will ſpeak, and will 
not tarry.”” | 525 

J. They are repreſented as a woman caſt into the 
midſt of an ephah, with a talent of lead above «her, and 
carried by winged women to the land of Shinar (a); 


to denote, that after filling up the meaſure of their ini- 


quity, God ſhould cauſe them to feel the fearful weight 
thereof, and by his blaſt of wrath, and inſtruments there- 
of, ſhould carry them out of Canaan, and for mary 
ages fix them in a Kate of diſperſion, unſettledneſs, and 


_ fearful miſery. 


8. They are likened to a per/or with Grtvy nam, 
ewithout knowing it (b). What tokens of weakneſs and 
guilt ! what 1 5 of approaching ruin were among the 
ten tribes before their captiviry' What multitudes of 
prevailing abominations! What furious contentions ? 
What murdering of kings and nobles! What multi- 
tudes of leſſer judgments unſucceſsful, none of which 
were laid to heart! . „ 

9. They are likened to a perſon HALF STRIPPED of 
her clothing (c). When the Chaldeans invaded their 
country, and led them captive, how was their land ſtrip- 
ped of her inhabitants! and they ſtripped of their wealth, 


their honour, their ſafety 1 How expoſed to ſhame and 


diſgrace ! And what abominable filthineſs was revealed 


10. They are compared to the men of 8opom and 
GomorRan (4). How abandoned to unnatural luft ! 
How ſhameleſs in finning ! How ready their people to 

(a) Zech. v. 5. — 11. (6) Hol. vii. 9. (e) Jer. vii. 32. to 


. commit 
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commit, and their rulers to protect the vileſt crimes ! 
In the Aſſyrian haraſſment, and Chaldean captivity, how 
juſtly expoſed, as public monuments of divine wrath ! 
II. They are likened to a SPECKLED BIRD, againſt 
which all the fowls around affembled Ca). How diſtin- 
puiſhed from others, by their ordinances, laws, and cu- 
7 And how hated, and ſought for to deſtruction, 
by the nations around! And, alas! how ſpotted with 
their own corruptions ! But the word rather fipnifies 2 
TALONED RAPACIOUS FOWL, and reprefents them as 
ready to perſecute God's ſaints; ready to abuſe his 
mercies, by flying in his face, breaking his laws, and 
tearing his honours ; on which account, he gathered the 
nations againſt them, to deſtroy them. a 
12. They are repreſented as Lions, 28 RORING 
Lioxs (3). In their ancient glory, and in the time of 
the Maccabees they did; and, in their return from their 
preſent diſperſion, they ſhall boldly encounter and ſur- 
mount every difficulty, ſubdue every oppoſer, ftrike ter- 
ror and diſmay into all around. But in the days of je- 
remiah, how outrageouſly they roared againſt God, his 
prophets, his ordinances, his word, and providences ! 
Their ſtate is likened to a Lion ESS. After Joſiah's death, 
ſhe furniſned the throne with Jehoahaz, Jchoiakim, Je- 
Keiachin, and Zedekiah ; who, for their outrageous op- 
preſſion of their people, their roaring againft God and 
his ſervants, and the like, are called ent; and by the 
kings of Egypt, and Babylon; were ſucceſſively taken, 
removed from their ſtation, and Aſqualified for injuring 
their ſubjects. 38 
13. They are likened to wir p aSsEs and DROMEDA- 
RIES (c). Refuſing ſubjection to the yoke of God" 
law, they vainly wandered after their own fancies, ſnuff- 
ad up the burtful and unſubſtantial idolatries and delu- 
ſions of the Heathen ; luſtfully traverſed all their ways, 
unſettledly following now, one idol and wicked courſe ; 
zanen, another. | | 5 
114. They are likened to a THRESHING ox, with horn 
iran, and hof of braſs (4). In the time of the Mac- 
cabees they did; in the beginning of the millennium, 
(4 Jer. Al. 9. (J) Mic. v. B. Jer. xii. 8. Exek. xix. (o) Jer 
1. a3. 24. (4) Mic. iv. 13. c 15 


Jer. J. 6. * d) II. Iix. 5 6. 
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they ſhall, by the aſſiſtance of Heaven, puſh off, reſiſt, 
and tread down their oppoſers. | 3 
15. They are likened to wir p BuuLs iz a net (a). 
How filled with perplexity and rage, when God brought 
them into the entangling bands of the Aſſyrians and 
Chaldeans ! With what brutiſh ſtupidity, they poured” 
forth their roaring complaints! How effectually every 
attempt to reſcue themſelves, entangled them more and 
mare !—Ah! how like my ſoul under trouble! 
16. They are likened to an HEIFER (b). God taught 
them, by giving them his laws. He paſſed aver their 
fair neck, by encouraging them with proſperity, or by 
alarming them with adverſity. He made Ephraim 1 
ride, by ſtrengthening the ten tribes apgaioft Judah in 
the days of Jeroboam the ſecond, and of Pekah the ſon 
of Remaliah ; or made them 7o be rode upon, by giving. 
the Aſſyrians power to captivate and oppreſs them. 
Judah's ploughing, and Jacob's breaking his clods, may 
import the Few: ſlavery im Chaldea. Their-plouphing 
wickedneſs, reaping iniquity, and eating the fruit of liesy 
imply their proceeding from evil to worſe, and receivin 
at laſt the due 2 of their crimes z when like back- 


Hiding beifers, they had long perſiſled in obſtinate apo - 


ſtacy from God. 


. They are repreſented as abuſed, loft, and ſcatter- 
ed 


cep (c). Ah how abuſed, oppreſſed, and miſled, 


by their wicked rulers and falſe prophets! How, in 
their captivity, driven from their paſture in the promiſed 
land! ſcattered one from another! expoſed to injuries 
unnumbered !. deſtitute of order, and without ſolemn 
aſſemblin 
2 þ e and nation, cared for, nouriſhed, and 
protected of God! But, eſpecially fince the death of 
Chriſt, what a flock of ſlaugbter a 


to worſhip ! Onee, what a beautiful flock, > 


| miſery! Wo 
18. They are likened to virers; 6ERPENTS; 8P1- 


DERS (4). How full of deathful malice and corruption 
How deſperately ſet upon, and crafty in doing miſchief! 
Their idolatrous nee e and laboured ſchemes of ſelf- - 
preſervation, were a weaving of Jþiders webs ; might en- 
tangle others, but were inſufficient for every good pur - 


) If. k. 20. (5% Hoſ. x. 10, 11. (4) Ek. xz2jv- 16; 


Z 2 poſe. 
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poſe. Nay, as cockatrice eggs, breaking forth into vipers, 
.infallibly procured their ruin. 
19. Particular tribes of Iſrael are likened to particu- 
Jar aniMaris (a). Judah to a Liox, becauſe of their 
diſtinguiſhed royalty, power, and furious deſtruction of 
of their enemies. Joſeph's ſeed to a YounG BULLOER, 
becauſe of their glory, their ſtrength; and their royalty 
among the ten tribes. Ah, how changed, when, like 
filly doves without heart, without hope, wiſdom, or care, 
to avoid the deſtruction and ravage of the Aﬀyrian bands! 
Iſſachar to an &ss, for their ftrength, patience, and la- 
bour in huſbandry. Dan to a Lions wHELP ard SERPENT, 
for their daring courage in war, and their craft in de- 
kroying their enemies. How like a /ioz's whelp, when 
leaping to the horders of Baſhan, to take Laiſh ! How, 
in Samſon, did they, like a /erpert, bite the horſe heels, 
2nd make the Philiſtines on their temple, and otherwiſe, 
to fall backward? Benjamin to a ravening wor r, for 
their warlike courage, and their readineſs to take the 
prey from their enemies, Naphthali te a rind Jet looſe, 
becauſe ef their kind and lovely behaviour, their bra- 
very in war, and their expedition in buſineſs. Gad to 
2 :10N, becauſe of their daring boldneſs, and their ſafe 
dwelling befide enemies. — Ah, how fin changed the con- 
dition of thoſe Jews ! made them under treuble roar lile 
bears ; meurn fore like doves ; hiſs as ſerpents ; wail as 
dragons ; and enlarge their baldneſs as eagles! 
20. They are likened to the Ams of a man's 
head (5). [How weak and infignificant ! The having 
or cutting them off, imports the killing or carrying them 
captive ; or the unhinging of their church and fate by 
the Chaldeans. The 7hird part burnt in the midſi of the 
city, pourtrayed by Ezekiel on a tyle, repreſent about a 
third part killed by famine and peſtilence within Jeru- 
falem, during its fiege by the Chaldeans. The 7hird 
part ſmitten about with a knife, reprefent them who 
were flain by the Chaldeans. The third part ſcattered 
in the wind, reprefent them who were taken captive ;-a 
ſew of which being left in the land, and by their going 
down to Egypt, and thus bringing upon themſelves the 
fuſpicion of having murdered Gedaliah, Nebuchadacz- 


(Gen lix. Deut. xxxiii. 17. 21 22. ) Ezck. v. .—4 
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zar's deputy, provoked the Chaldeans againſt their bre - 
thren, and became a ſource of fiery plagues and trials to 
them. | | 
21. They are likened to rLoURIgHiNG- Bous; 
DIGN=ALOES 3 GREEN OLIVES 3 CEDAR-TREES (2). Being 
rats by God, their nation was long powerful, de- 
ightful, uſeful, and glortous; but, for their fin, how 
| gin up at laſt to his withering and fiery judgments. 
(ou flouriſhing kingdom, be not high- minded, but ſear.- 
You wild-olive Gentiles, who are graffed into God's 
church in their ſtead, take heed left he, who ſpared not 
theſe natural branches; but cut them off; ſhould alſo not 
ſpare you; „ F ; 
22. They are hkened to BARREN FIG-TREES (6b). 
Amidſt their fair, flouriſhing, and wide · ſpread leaves of 
profeſſion, how deſtitute of good works, even when Je- 
fus was among them! For 2 years after his death, 
his interceſſion procured the ſparing of them, till by his 
goſpel, and leſſer ſtrokes, he had digged and dunged about” 
them. But continuing barren, they were, by the axe of 
the Roman troops, cut down, and gurct/y withered away 
under his curſe. In more ancient times, were not thoſe 
carried captive with Ichoiachin as good figs, acceptable 
and uſeful? and theſe who contiuued behind, had one, 


my 


_ unprofitable aud hateful !“ | | 
23: They are likened to à vikEYARD and-vixE (c). 
God gave them the fertile land flowing with milk and 
honey. The ſtony and ſtubborn Canaanites he digged 
out from before them. 'Fhe-xvall and hedge of his pro- 
tection and law he aſſigned to them. The wine preſs of- 
his tabernacle, temple, and ordinances, he built among 
them. With the rain of his oracles, the dew of his fa- 
vours, he watered them. Originally they, were a right 
ſeed; a choice vine; the ſeed of Abraham, Ifaac, and: 
Jacob, God's friends; who commanded their houſcholds 
to walk in the way. of the Lord; but bow ſadly they _ 
degenerated into the plant of a range vine ; became like 
the Heathens around! When much fruit might have 
been expected from them, they became an empty vine; 
(a) Numb. xxiv. 6. Rom. xi. 16 17. Jer. xi. 16. (b) Luke 
xiii. 6.9. Matth. xxi. 19, Jer. xxiv. (c) II. v. 1.6. Ek. 
2 3 without 
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forth wild grapes of idolatry, murder, and every other 
wickedneſs ; faur graper, that ſet the tecth on edge; 
 biiter clufters; grapes of gall; wine, the poiſon of dragons, 


glorious conſtitution o 


Meſſiahs; or the oppreſſive meaſures of the Romans and 
_ ethers towardz. them. — Lord, thcſe who deſpiſr thee, 
| hall be utterly ruined and eontemned. 

ile eagles (c). Being ſeparated from God, the · life of 
quickening truths; and being deſtitute of his enliven- 


corruption! How deteſtable to God and his people: 


A. J. 10. 14. (c) Lxke xvii. 34. 
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without good fruit, and fo only fit for, and expoſed to 
the fiery vengeance of God bringing forth fruit to them- 
ſelves, feeking their own carnal ends, not the glory of 
God, in whatever they did. They became a vine of Sa- 
dom; eminent for pride, luxury, uncleannefs, bringing 


and cruel venom of afþs ; finfut courfes, infinitely dif- 
agreeable ts God, hurtful to others, and in the iſſue 
ruinous to themfelves. — Ye Proteſtant churches, con - 
der theſe things, and be afraid. | 

24. They are likened to pew, and reprefented as a 
BLESSING amidit the nations (a). In the apoſtolic age, 


the goſpel went out from them; was fpread among the 


Gentiles by them. Then, and in the laſt days, what 


' bleſſed means were, or ſtrall they be, of refreſhing the na- 
tions, and converting many to Chriſt! 4 


25. They are likened to sricxs or sTAvESs (5). The 
joining of tavo. flicks, denotes the uniting of the poſteri- 
ty of Judah and Benjamin, after their Ghaldean or pre- 
ſent captivity, with the other ten tribes. The af of 
beauty is the bleifed goſpel granted: to them; or the 

p their church and ſtate. The /af 
of band, denotes their mutual affection and harmony. 


Phe breaking of theſe tao ſtuvet, imports God's depri- 


ving them of the goſpel, and of their eceleſlaſtic and na- 


tional ſtate, and giving them up to furious contentions 
and diſorder. The znftruments off a fooliſh ſhepherd, dt - 


note the ruinons devices of their leaders and pretended 


26. They ate repreſented as a ca casR gathered to by 


their foul, and church; having apoſtatized from lis 


ing grace: how overſpread with lothſome and noifome 


(+) Mie. v. 7. Walk: os. (6) Eack. au vii. 16.—19. Zech. 
Her 


45 Hof. viii. 8. e) Jer. ix. * (F Jer. Kills 1.— 1 
h | ther 


Chap. XIII. ScrryTore- METAPHORS, 271 
How furrounded, ſought out, murdered and ruined by 


the eag/e-bannered Roman armies ! 


27. They are likened to DRY BONES in à valley, . 


vived by means of prophecy (a). During their Chaldean 
captivity, they lived in a low plain country ; they were. 


reduced to a moſt abject and debaſed condition. - The 


appearance, the hope, and the deſire of their reſtora- 
tion, were almoſt extinct But by Cyrus” proclamation, 
and the influenee of Heaven, their graves of diftreſs were 


opened; the impediments in their way were removed; 
their ſpirits were animated to return to their country, 
and refettle their nation. At prefent their condition is 


ſtill more wretched, and apparently hopeleſs; but by 


the auind of the Holy Ghoit, and the favourable breath 


of ſmiling providences, ſhall God recover them from it. 
Lord, haſten thy work, that we may fee it. 

28. They are repreſented as REPROBATE SILVER (6). 
In Jeremiah's time, and at prefent, amidſt all their fair 
pretences, how uſeleſs and unworthy! Ræjected hy God 


and abherred by men Not purged from their droſs of 
corruption in the furnace of trouble; but becoming 


worſe and worſe } | 
29. They are likened to BoTTLES filled with wine (c). 
By the Chaldean troops God filled them with calamity, 


perplexity, and aſtoniſhment. And ah ! what broker 


bottles ; whoſe breaches God alone could heal and repair 
30. Fhey are repreſented. as a vesSEL, wherein is 10 


pleaſure (d). How wretched, baſe, and ſhameful, their 
_ captive ftare + How were they defiled with the dung of 
reproach, contemned, abhorred, and counted as the 


offseouring of all things! 


31. They are likened to an EARTHEN VESSEL marred . 
in the hand'of the potter (e). How mean their orgin ! 


How curiouſly God framed them into a church and 
nation, on the wheel of his provideucei How awfully 
he at laſt broke them to pieces in his wrath ! 

32. They are repreſented as a LINEN GIRDLE MAR+ 
RED, Hing in a hole by the river Euphrates (/). By 
fpecial covenant-care, and worſhip, God had cauſed 
them ta cleave to him, as his peculiar people; but for 


(a) Ezek. xxxvii. . — 14. (b; Jer. vi. 20. (6; Jer. Xiil. 12. 


* ——ü— — —— — 


3 


_ ſumed droſfy: multitudes 
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their fin, he gave them up, to be carried to Chaldea, or- 
the banks of the Euphrates, where their glory was mar- 
red, and their public worſhip moſtly * and even- 
impoſſible to be performed. 


33»: 3 their principal city ; ; and Samaria, 
the metropolis of the ten tribes, are repreſented as mou x- 
raixs or HILLS (2); becauſe they were built on hills; 
and were conſpicuous i in glory and wealth. 

24. Jeruſalem 1s — as a city pourtrayed on a 


tile (50; to ſignify its contemptible and weak condition 


before the Chaldeans took it. Phe iron pan ſurrounding. 
this portrait, fignified God's determinate purpoſe to 
puniſh the inhabitants; and the Chaldeans fixed rage 
againſt, and their ſafe and determined hege of the + «44 
Ezckiel's * lying three hundered-and, ninety days be- 

fore this portrait on kis-left fide, and forty on his ri 

to bear the iniquity of Iſrael and Judah,“ "honified t - 

in the Chaldean deſtruction of - Jeruſalem, God. would - 
have an eye to the jews contmuance for three hundred 


and ninety years, in approving the ſin of the ten tribe; 


and their having grievouſly rebelled themſelves, durin 


forty years of Manafſeh's reign, or from the thirteenth. 


year of Joſiah, to the eleventh of Zedekiab. 

She is compared to a FOUNTAIN (c). Ah how 
heriatiabitants caſt forth and diffuſed wickedneſs, through 
every, part of their conduct] and fpread · evil courſes in - 


to tbe cities and country around! 


36. She is compared to a FURNACE (4). | How the 


flamin g wrath of the. Lord raged againſt her inhabitants 


In her, how he tried and, 1 his People, and con- 
wicked men! 
37. She is compared to a BOILING- POT or CAL»: + 
Dbaox (e). In her dwelt the principal wicked men of 
Judah; and were tormented by the fiery wrath of God, 
and fury of the enraged Caldt ans. Ah what a cum 
of wicked perfons and prevalent - crimes was in her! 
The face-towards the north, implies, the Caldeans co- 
ming againſt her from the north. She was not the cal- 


(a) Zech. viii. 3. Amos vi. 1. (6) Ezek. iv. 1.8. (e) Jer. 
vi. 7. (4) IC xxxt. 9. Eze k. XXii. 20. 22. fe) Jer i. 13. 


Ezck. Aziv. 3.—14. add xi. 3. 
: aron- 


(ie. 1 Ge (4) If. xi v. * (e) Lam. iv. 20. Of) II. vii. 4. 
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dron to theſe carried into captivity, or ſlain without the 
walls. 
38. She is called a cuy or FaebBLING and BURDEN« 
SOME STONE to her enemies (a). What terror and 
overthrow did the Maccabees ſpread among her beſi- 
ers and enemies! How happy», firm, and fixed, ſhall 
be the Jews millenial ſtate! With what oppreſſing trou ; 
ble, madneſs, aſtoniſhment, and ruin, ſhall God Imite 
their oppoſers, who attempt to exclude * . their 
ancient land! | 7; 


309. The Jewisn PRINCES are likened to Liens ; and 
their judges to RAVENING woLvEs (5) ; becauſe of their: 
fraud, their tyranny, and cruel oppreſſion and murders, 
eſpecially « of the poor and godly. Their “ eating the 
fleſh of God's people; flaying off their ſkin ; breaking 
their bones in pieces,“ 1 their taking every me- 
thod to oppreſs and deprive them of their ſubſtances 
Their not gnawing the bones in the morning, imports their 
voracious delight in eruelty; and fpeedy execution of 
it without delay. 

40. The Jewiſh governors are likened to a HEARTH 
OF FIRE among wood; and a TORCH OF FIRE in 4 


Jheaf (c). In the time of the Maccabees, and in the 


beginning of the millennium, what terror, havock, and 
ruin, they ſpread among their oppoſers! _ mT 
41. Uzziah and Hezekiah are repreſented as: Fur1ovs 
SERPENTS (4). With what fury and diſpatch did their 
troops attack, terrify,” and deſtroy the Philiſtines! 

42. Zedekiah is called the BREATH of the Jews 
naſtrils (e). Him they expected to be a diſtinguiſhed 
means of their preſervation and comfort, whether in 
Judea or Babylon. But ah how difappointed, when he 


fell a fugitive into the hands of the Chaldeaus !—On 
every earthly thing, write, my Souls t een, 


vanity, aud vexation of /pirit. - 


43. Pekah king of Iſrael, with bla ally Rezin Kin 


of Syria are called the Tarrs of ſmoaking fire brands V. 


to 3 their n, the of their impo- 


26a; Zeeh. xii. 2. 4. Wet Mic. N 3- .- Zeph. iii. 3. 
tent, 


n * — 
—— 4 — HE. —5 ST 
> 0h its 5 3 hh oy PR 


and an haughty ſpirit before a fall. 


(8). Ezek, xgiz. 6. | 
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tent fury and purpoſes againſt Judah; and near ap- 


proach of their ruin. A 

41. Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, and other rulers and 
helpers of the Jews ; arc the four laborious, though 
mean-like CARPENFERS, that frayed away the noxxs (a), 
the Samaritans, Ammonites, Arabians, Syrians, and o- 
thers, who haraſſed the Jews after their retarn from 
Babylon. EE 


| SECONDLY, Metaphors reſpecting the Epyplians. 5 


17. The EGvrriaxs are compared to a FLY (3); 
alluding to the ſwarms of flies in their country; and 
for their number, their ſwift march, and their trouble» 
fome annoyance. PE | | 

2. They are likened to a Fair HEITER (c. In the 
days of Pharaoh-necho, how glorious and fouriibing 
was their kingdom, conſiſt ing of twenty thouſand cities! 
how great their profperity and wealth! but how quick- 
ly deſtruction came Pride goeth before deſtruction, 

3. They are likened to -risnts (4). Among the 
ſtreams of the river Nile they reſided; great was their 
number, their ſtupidity, and their readineſs to oppreſs 
their inferiors. Their //;ching to their king's ſealt's, 
imports their faithful cleaving to his intereſt in Peace 
and war; or perbaps, their obſtinate rebellion again 
Pharaoh» hophra. e | | 

4. They are likened to 8z&PENTs (e); to denate the 
abject ſtate to which the Chaldeans, and their own ci- 
vil war in the reign of Pharoah-hophrah, reduced them; 
and their mournful howling over their condition. 

5. They are likened te a Fongsr V. How furpri- 
zing the number of their cities; and of the inhabi- 
tants ! How flouriſhing a long time their proſperity! 


How expoſed to, and at laſt conſumed, by the fire of 


God's wrath t ea 
6. They and their kings are likened te BROKEN 
REEDs (g). How inſufficient and untruſty helpers! 
(4) Zech. i. 20. 21. (6) II. vii. 18. (e) Jer. Avi. 20. 
(4) Ezek. x3ix 3.—5. (e, Jer. Avi. 22, J Jer. xlvi. a4. 


Inſlead 
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Inſtead of aſſiſting the Jews againſt the Aſſyrians or 
Chaldeans, accordiug to promiſe and expectation; they 
rather ran into their hand, by promoting their ruin. 

7. Their country is called an en FURNACE; and 
MOUSE OP BONDAGE (a). What terrible torment, "cruel 
flavery, and murder, the Hebrews here ſaſtained ! 

8. Their king is repreſented as an EaGLE with great 
wings and many feathers (b), becauſe of his extenfire 
power and dominion over many tribes. Zedekiah king 


of Judah entering into a league with him againſt the 


Chaldeans, **'is the vine turning Wore him, to be 
watered by him.” 
9. He is repreſented as 2 DRAGON 3 2 LEVIATHAN; 
2 CROCODILE (c). Among, dud about the ſtreams of 
Nile, haunted by theſe creatures, he ruled. And how 
diſt inguiſned was his terriblenefs, cruelty, and power 
to Jef end himſelf, and hurt others! | 
10. Pharaoh-necho is repreſented as a xo, r paſſing 
at the time appointed (d). Notwithſtanding of his 
haughty boaſting, noiſy preparation, and furious march 
— the Chaldeans at Carchemiſh, by the Euphrates, 
he and his mighty hoſt were Ua routed, and put 
to a moſt ſhameful flight. 


Dy 1 41RDLY, Metaphors reſpecting the Apprians. 


1. The Assvrans are compared to EAGLES (e). 
With what rapidity,” malice, and fury, did they come 
up, to ruin the ten tribes? and to haraſs and waſte the — 
kiagdom of Judah! 

2. They are likened to-Lioxs (/). With what woile, 
terror, irteſiſtible force, and bloody cruelty, they, un- 


der Pul, Tiglath-Pilefer, Shalmanezer, Sennacherib, 


and Efarhaddon, waſted, conquered, And murdered, 
the nations around them 

3. They are compared to BEES (2); allading to che 
multitude of B̊eet in their country; and becauſe of heir 
8 their noiſe, their 9 rage, and torment - 


(a Ws xiv 4. Exod, xx. 2. (b) Ezck. xvii. 3. {c) Pſal hitvi. 
24. If. XRvii. 1. Eck. xxxii. 2. (4) Jer. Xlvi. 17. 00 Hof. 
viii. 1. 2 If v. 2« (2) IL. vii. 14. 
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ing cruelty ; - and their readily anſwering the Lord's in» 


vitation to puniſh the nations. | 

4. They are likened to an gasT winD (a). From 
the eaſt they invaded the nations. What deceitful and 
unſubſtantial helpers ! but what Sweeping, blaſting, 
and deſtructive enemies to men 

5. They are called the waters of the river, frong. 
and many (b). On the banks of Euphrates, and Hid- 
dekel, or Tigris, they reſided. How numerous, noiſy, 
powerful, and prevalent Their paſſing through the 
Sreadth of Immanuel s land, and reaching even to the neck, 
ſignifies their — themſelves maſters of the whole 
| kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah; Jerufalem alone except- 
ed, which was left alone in the mĩdſt of the land, as 4 

cottage in a garden of cucumbers. 

6. They are compared to a CEDAR and. CHESNUT=- 
TREE (c). For ſome 7 how great and fleuriſhing 
the glory and wealth of their empire ! how high and 
ſoaring their power and pride! what multitudes of na- 
tions and perſons lived under the wide-ſpread ſhadow of 
their authority and protection 
7. The Aſſyrians, or other nations, enemies of Iſrael, 
are likened to a SHIP or GALLEY (4). They are cu- 


rious in their form; move on the ſea of this world; are ; 
toſſed by the ſtorms of adverſity. Kings and other chief e 
rulers, are the rafts and mariners ; princes and inferior r. 


rulers are the tacklings ; their armies are the 2 and 
ears. The Aſſyrian army had their vacllin E e 
when moſt of their — were cut off 

could not ſtrengthen the maf?, by aſſiſting their Ling 
Sennacherib. They could ot ſpread the ſail, the 2 
of their troops being cut off before Jeruſalem. 

8. They are called God's rod and Axk (e). By thera 
he ſcourged and cut off many kingdoms. By them he 
cut down the barren tribes of Iſrael, and carried them 
into captivity; and ſevercly corrected the hypocritical 
ones of Judah and Benjamin. How unreaſonably they 
magnified themſelves againſt God their manager, and 
aſcribed their conqueſts to themſelves ! 


9. They are called an hired Razor Having the beard > 
(a) Hoſ. xii. 1. and xiii. 15. . (3) IC viii. 7. 8. (c) Ezek* (4) 
Axl. 2. (4) II. xxxiii. 21. 23. (e) If. x. 5. 15. vi. 


ard 
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and the feet ( a). With rich ſpoils, God hired them, 
to puniſh and deftroy the ſinful nations: and by them, 


eſpecially in Uracl and Judah, he cut off multitudes, 
ſmall and great. 


10. They are likened to vr (8). Heist by them 


uniſhed the nations, God caſt them into the deſtructive 
grew of his vengeance, till their nation was conſum- 


ed; and by a fiery plague he cut off Sennacherib's any 


before Jeruſalem. 

11. That army is Urened to 2 DREAM, and rights 
vision (c). Amidſt their expectations to do mighty 
things, God's wrath diſcovered their infignificancy, and 
reduced them in an inſtant to almoſt nothing. 


12. Perhaps Sennacherib their king, is called Levia- 
THAN ; that firong and piercing ferpent (d). For his 


diſtinguiſhed pride, power, and terrible appearances. 
But is not rather the Egyptian * or N 
there ſpoken of? - 


FounrTHLY, . 2 the Claldeans.” 


1. The Chaldean empire is likened to a pesTITOTE 
wipow (e). At laſt, how ber glory faded ! How 
mournfully was the bereaved of her kings, armies, pow- 
er, and wealth! How was the city Babyl 
raſſed, enflaved, and finally reduced to a deſart! 

2. It is compared to a Li with eagles wings. 75 
becauſe of their noiſe, their bloody cruelty, their irre- 
ſiſtible boldneſs, fury, and might; and for their rapid 


ſnccels in conquering the nations around. What terri- 
| fied multitudes readily ſubmitted, and craved their ſha- 


down protection, till the Medes and Perſians ruined it. 

3. It is perhaps compared 'to'a CHArnort, with RED 
horſes, ifſuing from betaweer, mwutdins. of; braſs (g). 
Notwithftanding difficulties unnumbered, their forces, 
according to the ſettled purpoſes of God; extendedtheir 


power; and, by bloody conquells, deſtroyed: and en- 
ſlaved the nations. 


4. It 18 called a GOLDEN HEAD, and GOLDEN cur 5 


(a) Tf. vii. 20. {by II. Xxx. 21i=33 e) U. xxia. 
(4) IC: xxvii. 1. (e) If, III. 9 gry | h 12 


vi. 1. 2. 0 ©. v\ 


A a 1 


— 


on burnt, ha- | 
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| 
ö 
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and Babylon its metropolis, a coLDex ciTyY (a). How 
aſtoniſhing was the glory, wealth, and power of it. 
How wide- ſpread their dominion ? By them, how fear- 
fully God meaſured out the wine of his wrath to the 
ſinful nations around! and cauſed them to drink it! 
5. It is called God's BaTTLE-BoOw, or AXE ; the HAM- 
MER of the whole earth (b). By theſe Chaldeans, God 
fought-againſt, conquered, , and broke in pieces, the 
moſt of the then principal nations on earth. 

6. It is called God's THRESHING 3 and the corn of 


his floor. (c). What fearful vengeance ſeized it, by the 


Medes and Perſians! Where is now their glory and 
power! is it not threſhed out? Mighty Babylon, de- 
ſtroying mountain, conſpicuous and overwhelming de- 
firoyer, tow art thou now threſhed to the duſt ! razed 
to the foundation! rendered a burnt mountain! a heap 
of- rubbiſh! and habitation of wild and venomous 
mr”: | 1 a 
7. The Chaldean troops under Nebuchadnezzar, are 
likened to WATCHERS of a field (4). Carefully they 
watched at the ſiege of Jeruſalem ; apprehended fuch as 
Red from the city; and executed judgments upon them. 
' 8. They are repreſented as FISHERS; HUNTERS; 
and row E RSS (e). How earneſtly they laboured for 
the deſtruction of men! hid ſnares, digged pits, and 
purſued for their life ! and ah! how they ſacrificed 7s 
their own net; imputing their warlike ſucceſs, not to 
God's providence; but to their own crafty plots, and 
their vigorous efforts! | | 
9. They are repreſented as six MEN armed with 
flaughter- aueapoms, and directed by one clothed in linen i. 
Armed with Jeſus righteous permiſſion, and with wea- 
pons of war, they, under his direction and rule, entered 
the Jewiſh temple, flew the princes and rulers; but 
ſpared moſt. of the godly, who . mourned: over the fins 
of their people. 1 2 5 | 


10. They are compared to 8ERPENTS (g). How no- 


ted their craft! inveterate their rage! cruel and certain 
2 172 — 12 F. *Z „ Yo 9 -# : 4 * ; 

(a) Dan. ii. 32+ Jer. Ii. 7. If. xiv. 4. (, Jer. li. 20. and 1. 23. 
(c If. xxi- 10. (%) Jer. iv. 16. (e Hab. i. 15: 16. 17. 
(7) Exck. ix. (6) Jer. viii. i 7 
„ | r their 


** 
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* 


indeed was his glory, power, and authority. 
of men ſubmitted tohim, and ſhared his protection. But, 


Chap. XIII. ScaxreTorn-METaPHorRs. 279 


their murder Ah! how hath fin changed men, into 
the likeneſs of the old ſerpent, the devil! 

11. They are likened to an gas Tr winD ; a DRY winD 
from the wilderneſs ; and a wWuRTwWũ¹« p (a) From the 
regions eaſtward of Judea they iſſued ; and with aſto-— 
viſhing rapidity, and rrrefiſtible force, they ſpread 
trouble, blaſting, and ruin, among men. 

12. They are likened to cLovps (5). How nume 
rous their body ! how exalted their power! how rapid 


their march, and tertible their aſpect ! what: dreadful 


means of divine wrath to the nations around | * 


13 Nen eigen their diſtinguiſhed dale, 
is likened to a great EAGLE with long wings, and full of 
feathers (7). How great his power: Ton extenſi ve 
his authority how diflinguiſhed his ability; to protect 
his ſubjects ! His various colours, denote the diverſified 


laws and cuſtoms of his empire. His < coming to Le- 


baron cropping off the top of a eedar, and carrying it into 


a land of traffic, and city of merchants, ſignifies his 


invading Judea bythe way of Lebanon; and carrying off 
Jchoiachin, and other n of Judah, to Babylon his 
wealthy metropolis. His “ taking of the ſeed of the 
land; planting it by great waters; and making it a vine 
of low ſtature, bending her bravebes towards him; 
fignifies his taking Zedekiah, cauſing him to ſwear fob- | 
jection, and conſtituting him __ tributary Noo gay 6s or 


| king of Judah. 


14. He is Rkenbd tod 110%) our, and LrorAüU 2 ; 


berate of his power, authority, courage, "craft, cove» 


touſneſs; and his terrible and barbarous haraſſing and: 
murdering of the nations. 
15. He is compared to a lobes ant ſhadowy TREE, 
eut down by order of the heavenly watchers N Great 
ultitudes 


after long 1 how wrathfully cut down by God 
for his wickedneſs !- ſeven 1 years deprived of his reaſon: 

and government! 
16. The — is repreſented as the Iv 
(a) Hab. i. 9. Jer. iv. tr. 13. (5) Jer. iv. 13. ce) Ez. k. 
xvii. 3. .—, ( Jer. v. 1.—9. (e) Dan. iv. 10. —- 17 
42 IBE, 


country, may denote their conqueſt of Chaldea north - 
ward of Judea; and of Leſſer Aſia; and their invaſions 


Babylon. 
VER (e). With diflinguiſhed prudence, alert activity 


230 A BRIEF VIEW OF Book II. 


eirkx, or morning ſtar, fallen from heaven (a). How 


bright the glory of Nebuchadnezzar! how powerful 
Bis influence on earth! At firſt, how ſplendid the pow- 
er and brightneſs of Belſhazzar! but «hy ! how wretch- 


ed his laſt end! how deprived of his dignity, his autho- 


rity and grandeur, and caſt out as an abominable and 


baſe perſon ? 


FirTHLY, Metaphors reſpedtng the Perſian empire. 


1. The Perſian empire is likened to a BE ak ra 
ap himſelf on one fide, having three ribs in his mouth, and 
tidden to ariſe, and devour much fleſh (b). Though leſs 
wealthy, ſtrong, and glorious at firſt, than the Chalde- 
an; yet with much craft, Jagacity, and bloody cruelty, 
was it ſettled and maintained. Multitudes of nations 


were torn, conquered, and reduced by it. Towards the 


veſt⸗ ſide, it eſpecially raiſed and exerted itſelf; con- 
.quering and ſpoiling the three wealthy kingdoms of 


Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt. 


2. It is repreſented, as a, -o. horned x A, puſhing 


| northward, ſouthward, and. weſtward, till furiouſly de- 


 firoyed by a he-goat (c). Conſiſting of the two kin 
doms of Media and Perſia, it made extenſi ve . 
towards the airths mentioned, and became an empire, 
containing an hundred twenty and ſeven provinces, till 
the furious Greeks overturned: and ruined it. 

3. It is perhaps repreſented as a CHARIOT avith black 


"horſes, iſſuing from between mountains of braſs. (4). Ac- 


cording to the purpoſe of Gad, and maugre all oppo- 


ſtrong, and warlike; under Cyrus, terrible to the na- 
tions; under Cambyſes, and fome others, troubleſome 
to the people of God. Their going out into the north 


| 

] 

4 

ſ: 

ſition, it was eſtabliſhed. — At firſt, the Perſians were 77 
w 

{i 


of Greece. In this they guieted God's Jpirit, as they 
executed his are and. made his wrath to reft on 


It 18 compared to a BREAST AND ARMS OF 811 


(a) If. xiv. 12. (6) Dan vii. 5. (e, Dan. viii. 3 4. 
(4). Zech. vi. 3. G. (£) Dan ii. 32. | 


EE 


noted 


* . 
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noted bravery, and no ſmall Ct did Cyrus found 
it ; and render 1t noted for wealth and grandeur, the 
power of the Medes and Perſians being united in it. 


5. King Cyrus is repreſented as a Ravenous BEAST 
from the eaſt (a). From the eaſt he, with a golden 
eagle for his banner, marched againit Chaldea ; and with 
amazing terror and ſucceſs, — and conquered the 
nations, to the weſt of this countr 

6. He and Nebuchadnezzar are led God's sER- 
vanTs (5). Signally he raiſed them up, and employed! 
them to execute his work among the nations z-and with! 
the ſpoil, he richly rewarded their labour. * I. "ry 6 

Sixrn y, Metaphors reſpeGing this ener chidites : 

1, The Grecian empire is repreſented as a winged and” 


Hur: headed i (e); to denote the craft, rapidity” 


and violence, with which Alexander founded it; and to 
mark out the diviſion of it, after his death, into the four 
prineipal kingdoms of - Egypt, Syria, Ala the Les, 


and Greece. 


2. It is repreſented as a Bre E- Cr, 12725 wwith- 
out touching the ground, ran, trode' deum, and Hanped 
ts pieces, a-two horned puſhing ram ſd); to mark the 
rapidity and force with which the Greeks, under Rlex- 
ander, - marched-into Aſia; attacked, conquered, and 
broke” to pieces, the proud and pufhing Medol Petſian 


kingdom. This goat's notable born belcurei bir byes, is 
Alexander the Great, as attended with his prudent and 


ſagacious generals. This being broken; four came up in 
its ſtead; he cut off by an untimely death; his empire 
was divided into four principal ſovereignties; and himſelf 
ſacceeded by four chief princes, Ptolemy. in Egypt, 
Seleucus in Syria, Antigonus is Leſſer Alia, and Caſ- 
ſander; in Macedonia and Greece. The little horn 


which ſprang from one of theſe, and waxed great and 


ſtrong towards the fouth; eaſt, and weſt, and magnified » 


himſelf againſt God and his ſaints,” is Antiochus Epi- 


phanes, adeſcendant of Seleucus, a verycontemptible per- 
ſon who craftily got into the throne of Syria; defeated 
the Egyptians on the ſouth; ſubdued the Medes, Per- 


(a) 216 xIvi. 10. (4) If xlv. 2. Jers xxvii. 6. (. Dan. vii. 6. 
04% Dan » Viik 5.— 14. 
Aa 3 fians; . 
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ſians, and Armenians on the eaſt; and reduced part of 
Leſſer Aſia, with Judea, on the weſt; and finally in 
ſulted the ſewiſh temple, aboliſhed-the daily —.— 
ſet up an image of Jupiter in the ſanctuary, commanded- 
the Jews to eat ſwines fleſh, and murdered ſuch as re- 
fuſed ; till, at laſt, he was fearfully deſtroyed by the 
immediate. hand of God. 

3. It is perhaps repreſented as a CHartor, with 
. ewhite-horſes, going after the black horſes (a) ; to denote 
Alexander's fg to the Jews 3 his rapid victories: 
and conqueſts, while he attacked and purſued: the Per- 
fans, and took from them the very countries which. 
they had wrefted from the Chaldeans. 

4. I is compared to ar and THIGHS of braf7 (C). 
WWbeut diſtinguiſſied wealth, the Greeks were excced - 
ingly eourageous, hardy, brave, and invincible, but too 
often intemperate and drunken. Soon after Alexander's 
death, it was formed into the two 7high like ſovereign- 
ties, of Syria on the north, and Egypt on the ſouth ; 
between which there were manifold. e 8, till, as 
related by Daniel, chap. xi. both were iwa lowed. vp 
by the Ramans... 


Sierra, Mietaptors refor@ii ing the Roman empires 


t = The Roman hir. is e as. a: PRAGON ; ; 


 * # > 


a — ont kat of a common N it was ſettled ; | 
and with aitopiſhing; terror, force, cruelty, craft, and 
murder, it conquered: and. enſlaved. the moſt. part of 
the then known world. 
*. «16-16 repreſented: aa a BEAST. with ** e a 
ten horns: (d). It had; ſueceſſively, ſeuan forms of go- 
vernment, of kings, conſuli, didtators,- decemuiris thi: 
Zunet, emperors, popes. Its metropolis was built on 
fever hills; and-at-laſt nemme 
Kingdoms. 

te) Zech. vi. 3. 6 (9 Dan. ii: 36 ch Dama vii: "9. 20% 
5. Rev. xvii. 3. 

. 5. It 
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In refanbies a CH ARIOT, with grizzled and bay 
Jorke, going towards the ſouth (2). They ee 
Puſhed their conqueits ſouthward, into Afia and Africa; 


_ ravaged and. conquered the promiſed land; and from the 


north did the Goths, Huns, and Vanda, march to and 

fro, in ravagiug and ruining this empire. 

4. It is repreſented as LEGS OF 1RON, with foot and 
toe of iron, mixed with miry clay (b) ; to denote their 
laſting courage, ftrength, and warlike ſucceſs; its di- 

viſion into the eaſtern and weſtern empire; and its final 

diviſion into ten ſovereignties; which being campofed- 


partly of Romans, and partly of Barbarians, never riglit - 


ly incorporated 2 1 nor could HO, their an- 
cient 2 and might. 


Eiohrurr, Metaphors reſpecting Tyre. 


1. Tyre is called the crown ne ciTy kc). How 


aſtoniſhing her wealth ! bow h6noured and powerful her 
merchants! what amazing pomp, grandeur, and orna- 


ments, were uſed by the inhabitants! 
2. Their king 1 is called a covering CHERUB (d). He 


was the glorious and royal protector of his fubje&s. He 
Ja been in Eden tbe garden of God; had lived amidſt the 
utmoſt plenty, pleafure, and fafety. He was covered 
with precious fonts, (walked up and down among flones of 
Fre. He had his on, his clothes, his Palace, moſt 
richly adorned witk precious and ſparkling jewels. A- 
midſt all t his Slory D ö how much. was he infe- 
rior to how? 4 


„ 


New HLV, Metaphors refpedting the Saracens. 


1. The Saracens veſben bite the Locpers and $COR- 


 yrovs-in the viſion of the fifth A pocalyptic trumpet (+). 


Sprung from the ſmoke of the bottomleſs pit, animated 
by the moſt abfurd deluſion, and under the ſtandard of 
Mahomet, that infernal and deſtroying agent, _ 
eſpeciallyfor an hundred. and fifty years, or Fo prophe- 
tic months, from A. D. 6x2 to 762, ſpread the moſt 
6) Tech vi. J. 6. 7. (5) Dan. ii. 33. (c) IL xxiii. 8. (4 Eaek. 

viii. 13. 24 (e] Rev. ibs 1.11. : 
ſhecking 


— 
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ſhocking ravage, torment, deſolation, and deluſion, 
through many of the moſt populous countries: on earth, 
and rendered: the lives of multitudes their burden; but 
were not permitted to undo any of God's chofen ſaints, 
or ravage Savoy and Piedmont, where many of them 
were hid. Or eren take Conftantinop! e where many; 
of them lived. 


* 


Tarrürv, Metaphors reſpecting the Turks. 


1. The Turks are likened to Four Ax is once bound, 
But under the ſixth trumpet losſed from the river Euphr a= 
tes, that for a yeary a month, a day, and an four, they 
might deſiroy the third part of men (a). Reſtrained by 
God : ; reſtrained, for about 200 years, by the warlike. 
_ expeditions of the European Chriſtians to the Holy 
Eand, their four ſultanies, or kingdoms, long ſubſiſted 
near to the Euphrates. IJ'errified by the invaſion of the: 
Tartars under Jengiz- Chan, Soliman-Shah, the foufder 
of the Othman race, with his three fons; attempted to 
paſs that river to the weſtward. He was drowned, and 
two of his ſons returned. Orxtogrul, the third, with his 
three ſons, ſometime after paſſed it, and ſettled in Ar- 
menia. In 1281, he began his conqueſts on the Chri- 
ſtians, in the taking of the city- of Kutah in Aſa. 
Thence forward, for 391 years, ill the taking of Ga- 
minick from the Poles, in 1672, they, with # multitude 
of cavalry, and terrible fire · arms, made fearful bavock 
of apoſtate Chriſtians, and others, in. . and 
Euro e. 2 1 en 5 
. Turkiſ and other Mabometan powers, are 
likened to the river EuphxATESs (5). At preſent, they 
impede the cor verfion of the eaſtern nations to Chriſt ;- 
but in a little, they ſhall be dried up; ſhall! have heir 
power brought low, aud their deluſion aboliſſed; that 
the kings and. en of: the ent 1 eg to 
the Lord. 


of 85 
x a 


* 00 Rer. 1 1 — or Rem. xvi. 1 r 


4 ? 


SECT. 
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| "© S EC, T. HI. 
Metaphors reſpeching ar mies and their efficers. 


1. RMIES are compared to EAGLES, Or rayen- 

A ous fowls (a) ; becauſe of their far, their iwift, 
and deſtructive marches ; their delighting in ravage and 
blood ; and their ſagacious diſcerning, and Me: im- 
proving of opportunities, to do miſchief. 

2. They are likened to Lions, and fimilar wild 
beafts (). How. dreadful their noiſe ! their power ! 
their terrors ! How furiouſty they feize on, and deſtroy, 
whatever comes in their way! and how terrible the yell- 


ing of their wounded! 


3. They reſemble 8warms oF BEES (e). 1 eaſily | 
excited to their enterprize ! How regularly they obey 
and follow their commanders! How. deſperately they 
ſing, torment, and trouble their oppoſers + How madly 
diſpoſed to hazard their life, to revenge a rrifling i ___ 
ry! And, ſometimes, how eaſily routed ! ' * 

4. They are likened to ſwarms of Fries; LoOcugTs; 
„ 3 CATERPILLARS (4). How numerous 
and annoying! How ſadly they waſte and haraſs the 
countries which. they invade! How wide and co" 
they ſpread torment, havoc, and ruin! | ; 

5. They are compared to FLOCKs or HERDS (e); . 


cauſe of their number, their order of marching, and their 
waſteful influence. Their officers are the /Zepherds, who 
lead, goverti, and provide for them. Lazy and enriched 


folders are the Vat bullocks. - 

6. They are likened to a ForREST ( # * for their ag 
bility and multitude. Their captains are the choice tree, 
and op- branchen. How often is the deſtructive fire of di- 


vine wrath kindled among them, to burn many of them 
out of life, and into the 5 | 


weſt hell! 
7. They are compared to FLAMEs of fre (g). How 
terrible and furious! How hard to be refifted ! How 


unmercifully they ſpread horror and ruin! How rapid- 
tb they invade a country, conſume its produd, and 
2 its inhabitants! 


0%) Deut. zxviii. 49. Luke xvii. 34. () Jer. li. 38. 9 pal. 


exvi. 2. (4) Nah. iii. 15. (e) Jet. vi. 3. . If, x. 18. 19 


(8) OY 45 4 age - 
__— 
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8. They are likened to wixD; WATERS 3 RIVERS 3 
Loans ( 4). How powerful! terrible miſchievous ! 
numerous! and hard to be refiited ! _ 

9. They are repreſented as a winG (3). How rapid 
their march! How ſweeping their influence * And how 
protecting their power and favour ! 


SEO TT 
Metaphors reſpecting families, and their members. | 


I. Family is called a nousE; a TABZRNACLE (c). 
Here we dwell together in houſes or tents. 


Like houſes, they oft need new repairs. One geuera- 


tion cometh, and another goeth away. Like tabernacle, 
they are cafily deſtroyed or W | 


2. In our tranſlation, a HUSBAND is. repreſented as a 
COVERING of the eyes (d), as he protects the perſon, cha- 
ſtity, and concerns of his wife. But might not the 
words rather be tranſlated, to ſuggeſt, that the thouſand 
pieces of falver given to Sarah by Abimelech, were to buy 
veils for her and her maidens ? Truly, O Jeſus, it is 
thine to cover my eyes, my conſcience, and my alt; 


A good WIFE 18 repreſented as 2 BUILDER of her 


. 
bouſe (e). Not only ſhe readily builds it up with chil- 
dren; but in every reſpect, promotes the welfare and 


proſperity thereof. But the fooliſh p/ucketh it down ; 
mars its peace and proſperity. Thrice happy, that my 
hands cannot Pluck. down the Lord, who is my has 
| bitation * 

4. A wife is . as a FRUITFUL VINE V). 
Though frail, and ſubject to many infirmities, ſhe brings 
forth an amiable increaſe of children, Her cleaving 70 
the fides of her huſband's houſe, implieth her keeping at 
home ; not given to idle gadding, or waſteful diverſion. ; 
nor to creep into her neighbours houſes, as a buſy- bo- 
dy.—Lord Jefus, how far am I from ſo e to my 
proper work! 

(a) If. xxviii. 2. Dan. i. 22. (b) Dan. ix. 27. (e, Prov. 
iv. 1 1. (4) Gen. xx. 16. (e) Prov. xiv. . (J) Pal, 
ii. 3 - | * 70 


— 


in a palace. 
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5. A wife is likened to a LVR G HIND, and PLEASANT 
ROE 5. A HEIFER, a LAMB (2); becauſe of her agreeable 
comelineſs ; lovelineſs ; kind affection; and delightful 
een, 0: Tow | 28 

6. She is compared to a FOUNTAIN %. What a 
pleaſant. ſource of comfort and uſefulneſs to her family, 
is a good wife! And what an agreeable mother of chil» 
dren, that, like;//reams, may be diſperſed abroad 
7. She is a 600D THING (c). An eminent bleſſin 
to her huſband, children, and ſervants; and he that hat 
a good wife, hath obtained a ſignal favour of the Lad. 
8. She is called the DESIRE or THE EYES (4); be- 
cauſe of the delight which men take in ſeeing, and jn 
connection with, their beloved wives. —Surpriſing 0 
Jeſus, are thy heart and eyes on me continually ! 

9. A good wife is repreſented as a beautiful oRNA- 
MENT (e). She brings credit and honour to her huſ- 
band and family.—O were I ſuch to Chriſt ! 

10. A bad wife is likened to the wind (F) ; becauſe 
of her unſettled humour; her noiſy, boiſterous, and 
troubleſome converſation ; and as the wind, and the 
ointment on a man's hand, will diſcover itſelf ; fo, not- 


withſtanding her huſband's care, will ſhe diſcover her in- 


firmity and ſhame. _ 15 
11. A contentious wife reſembles a.coONTINUAL DROP= 


rind (g). She will be perpetually haraſſing her huſ- 
band and family with her ſcolding and firife, Better 


dwell in a corner of the wilderneſs, than live with her 


* 


12. A bad wife is RoTTENNEsSS to her huſbands 


Zones (). Either ſhe wickedly ſeduceth him, to ſow to 


the fleſh. corruption, and ſo pine away in his iniquity : 


. or her troubleſome behaviour burdens his ſpirit, and ha- 
ſtens his natural death. Thrice happy, O Jeſus, that 


wicked as I am, I cannot be rstterme/7 to thee! 


13. CaitDat are likened to PLANTS, and OLIyE? 
PLANTS, around their father's table (7). How pleaſant, 


when they keep their due order! What a promiſing 


(4) Prov: v. 19. (5) Prov. v. 18, (c) Prov. xviii. 22. 


(%) Ezeks xxio. 16. (e) Prov. Mui. 4. () Prov. xxvii. 16. 


C) Prov. ix. 23. (5) Prov. xib 4+ 0 FA. exxvii· 3. 
2 | - appearanee 


. 


* 
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appearance of joy, honour, and ſupport, to their pa- 
rents! But ah, how often death quickly cues 5 wk the 
7 or fin withers them! 

Children are compared to a Lamy or CoAL (a). 
Being lighted into life'by means of their parents, how 
they tend to the comfort of families; and the promoting 
of warm affetion ! How, with their ſhining light, they 
are a laſting honour and renown to their parents! 
15. They reſemble sTrEams of water diſperſed in the 
FRrreets CU). How delightful and comely to ſee them 
in the 2 at their lawful employment, or even inno- 
cent diverſions!— Alas! O Fountain of living waters, 
how often they run, and twine about our heart, and 
ſteal away our Jove from thee! 

16. They are repreſented as arrows of flrong men (c). 
What a protection and defence to their parents and fa- 
milies ! But let my great armour be of God. 

17. They are repreſented as the HERITAGE and RE- 
warn of God (d). He beftows them upon parents; and 
to him ſhould they gratefully dedicate them as his pro · 
perty, and train them up in his ſervice.” 

18. they are reprefented as a caown to their fa- 
- thers (e). How honourable to be the regular means of 
producing inſtruments to glorify God, and veſſels to re- 
ceive his redeeming mercy !—Lord, may mine be ſuch! 

19. Daughters are repreſented as poliſhed Cornet» 


*$TONES N. ): What comelineſs and beauty they often 
poſſeſs] What uſeful means of order and connection be- 1 
tween families they are Am I a daughter of heaven's 8 
King, all glorious within, and my clothing of wrought P 
1128255 ! 
| T 1 11 
20. BarTHrEn are Born for adverſity (g). Chiefly en 


in trouble, they ought to ſympathize with, counſel, 
comfort, aſſiſt, and fupport, one another. * 

21. Brethren offended are like to a waLLED ciTY (5). 
becauſe of the difficulty there is to reconcile and appeaſe 
them. And their contentions are like the bars of a ron 
caſtle, not eaſily broken up, and removed. 

( .) 2 Sam. xiv. 7. '(6) Prov. v. 14. (de) Pl. exxvil. 4. 


(4: Pfal. exxvii. 3. (e) Prov. xvii. 6. «7d Tal: cxliv- = 
(4 1918 vii. 11. (5, Prov. xviii. 19. ; 
B 0 O K 


Chap. I. Bcxrerure METAPHORS, 


ON My. TG AT ct 
Metaphors refpeRing God's purge and met 


6 Acts xv. it (e —5 via. ee 


— 


Metaphorical repreſentations of thirgs., noe; 


execution -of it. 8 


"2. 4 
0 


I. M. etaphors 2 Gut 3 elek. : 
'O'D's purpoſe is repreſented as a caunſ?] 00 
O the depth of divine wiſdom that ſhines in it! 


Without deliberation, ſuch as ours, how exactly are al 
matters, means, and ends, therein connected! Surpri- 
ſing! did ION conſult for the endleſs welfare of 
thoughtleſs, wicked, worthleſs me 


2. It is called his pISASsURE, and god pleaſare "we 
And 


His ſovereign will is the cauſe and m4 of it. 


his ever - fixed delight in the thoughts of his heart !— 


Were thy delights, O Jenovany with me! and ſhall 
| mine not be with TREE. | 


reſented as a DETERMINATION ws Dy i 


„ 
CREE (c). "By his abſolute authority are form, Cir- 
cumſtances, and limits, immutably fixed i in-it, for every 
perſon, property, and event. 


4. Ir is repreſented as RXOWLEDGE, FOREKNOW- 
LEDGE (4). Therein, before creatures had any exiſt- 


ence, God had the moſt exact view of their nature and 


circumſtan oss. 
It is repreſented as MOUNTAINS oP BR AG, Sign 


Zerassen hich four: chariots ifſue forth to move in the 
earth (e). How firm, unchangeable, infa ble, gone 
us, and pure! And from it do all the ch. ots of mi- 
niſters, angels, ger 5 goforth; to 
execute its Contents. * un, 


(%) H. Avi. 10. 60 Eph. i. r. 7 Ads i i. 1. 36 
6, S. 


* 
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6. It is repreſented as a FounDATION (a). How 
wiſely laid! How ſure, fixed, and immoveable! How it 

| _ ſupports, regulates, and adorns all God's works! What 
| endleſs ſtructures of creation and providence are built 


| upon it! Hail, my happy ſoul, amidſt all thy fleeting 

1 changes, thy foundation, laid by the wiſdom and love f 

'Þ God, ſtands ſure, having this ſeal, The Lord knoaweth - 

oi them that are his. Let me, therefore, who name the nams 

| of Chriſt, depart from iniquity. © 

9. It is repreſented as a. nook (5). There every 
ercature's form and caſe, every event, is orderly and 
particularly fixed. Every perſon's eternal ſtate is parti- 
cularly aſcertained. - The purpoſe. of election is a book 
#/ life; in which the perſons, means, matter, and end, 
ef mens everlaſting life, are fixed. It is called the 

Tamb's beo; becauſe we are choſen in, and ſaved by 
Chriſt.— 0 to ſee my name written in heaven! 


8. The dizine purpoſe, reſpecting angels and men, is 
zalled a PREDESTINATION or FORE-APPOINTMNENT (e). 
Therein each is perſonally and immutably appointed te 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery, before the foundation 
of the world; and every mean conducive to theſe ends, 
is, fo wiſely and infallibly fixed, as no way interferes 
with their ow free will. 3 5 8 
9. The divine. h as relating to men who are 
appointed to everlaſting life, is termed a Fort Know- 
LEDGE, ELECTION, or CHOICK (d). In themſclves, they 
were equally mean and unworthy as others; but God, in 
his mere ſovereignty, took notice of them, favoured, ac- 
knowledged for his, and ſeparated them from others, to 


* 


be a peculiar people to himſelf. 
e peculiar people to bine. 


= 


II. Metaphors reſpe&ing God 5 provid ence. | 5 4 


I. Providence is repreicated as God's racx (e). the 
Therein he diſcovers his glory. By proſperity he W his 
. lifts up bis countenance, and ſmiles. By heavy judg - It 
ments, he frowns, and cauſeth men to periſh at the rebute 

of bir countenance. By his watchful care, his eyes run te 


op (a) 2 Tim. ii. 19. (4) Pall. exxxix. 1 6. (c) 1 Theſſ. v. 9. 
1 Rom. Valle 49. and XI. Fo (e) Jer. Ai. . P 
vv * * * 2 5 ms - - 


Ke "I * 


To look after God; br ſee his goings, is, with reverence, 


his people; treads down, and triumplis over his enemies 


and fro, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong: in the behalf of fuch as 
fear him. By the breathing of his powerful inſſuence, 
he quickens and reftores ; and by the angry t of. his. 
wftrils, are men egnſumed.  _ . ” 1 5 85: 
2. It is repreſented as God's war; PATH 3, coins; 
and FooTSTEPS (a). Herein with pleaſure he difplay- 
eth his power, and gradually fulfils his purpoſe. He. 
cometh to men, to relieve, | comfort, and puniſh them. 
He turns away from men, by deſertion; or by forbearing, 
to puniſh. : His way it in the ſeu; and his featſteps 10 
known ; when it is hard te underſtand. the nature and 
tendency of his: providences; or ſee his perfections diſ- 
played therein. His paths drop down fatneſs, when pro- 
vidences concur to our comfort; or when the clouds. 
pour down their refreſfiful and nouriſhing dew and rain. 


— 


attention, and delight, to obſerve, conſider, and remem- 
ber the wotks h/... Þ. 
3. God's providence is compared to chobps (5). 
How lofty ; marvellous; aad incompreheuſihle! How W 
pregnant with events! How ſwift and divinely directed 
the motious of it * To the wicked, how teriible the in- 
fluence, and ſometimes the appearance! To tie ſaints 
how refreſhful and fructifying! — When I fee the maſt 
black, diſmal, and louring providenees of God, gilded 
with the 72inhow of his covenant, or bis- Sun g righte-, 
ouſneſr, how reviving and reſtoring it is to my hęart! 
Tux am I alſo among the prophets ; know that all things 
ſhall work togethet᷑ for my good. Providence is compared 
toa avbzite cloud, to denote its purit , righteouſneſs, lory,. 
and comelineſs; to a #h:c+ or dark cloud, to repreſent its 
myſteriouſneſs, terribleneſs, and perplexing influence. 
4. It may be compared to eHarioTs (c). In it, 
God, with ; pleafure and pomp, as it were, traverſeth 
the world; orders affairs; defends, bears, and ſupports, 


— 


It reſembles four chariots, as it rxacheth to every cix- 
cumſtance, in every end of the earth. That with e 
horſes, may denote its awful, bloody, and deſtructise 
ſeenes; that with blacl, its terrible, confounding, and 
0% Paal. Ixzvii. 19. (6) II. Xia. 1. Pfal . acvii. 3. ſen tech. 


Va 7. | >? {7 „ 
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perplexing diſpenfations; that with «vhite, its ſmilin 
0 as ſuceeeding the moſt awful; that wit 
grixzled and bay borſes, walking to and fro in the earth, 
its mixed diſpenſations of mercy and judgment, obſer- 
vable in every place and cwcumftanee.— What if the 
ff relate to the period of perſecution after Chriſt; 
the ſecond to the michriſtian; the third to the Mil 
lennium; and the fourth to the lukewarm wana belangt 
the laſt judgment? 
5. It may be compared to to WHEELS 6 5 e 
the quick and eafy motion; and the myſterious nature, 
and frequent changes of it. How quickly it humbles 
the lofty, and exalts fuch as are low? Like the wheels 
of a machine, how exactly it regulates all things in na- 
ture! Iheſe wheels having Hur faces, may mark out 
providence, as reſpecting all the ends of the carth; and 
as exerciſed with great tenderneſs, patience, knowledge, 
and power. heir uniform likeneſs, imports the uniform 
tendency of providences. Their appearance as of a 
"wheel abithin a wheel, imports its myſterious and intricate: MW 
conduct. The height of their ringe, and their being fult- 
of eyes, may gal the tremendous nature of, and the: j 
infinite knowledge diſcovered in, providence. 1 91 . 
6. It reſembles ENT FLoaDs (IJ. How dyſteridas: * 
; ab unſearchable!- How powerful and irreſiſtible! What' * 
an inexhauſtible comfort to the godly! What a 55 5 * 
tomleſs gulph of miſery to the — 7 Pi 
7. In relocks of the righteouſneſs therein afplayed; 
it reſembles great xo e. - How firmly! how 
conſpicuouſly God diſplays and profecutcs equity and 
bolinefs, in every part of it! How juſtly he thereinlays. 
bars in the way of his enemies] and: forts 3 
paſt urage; proſpect, and ſhelter; to his chofen theep ! 
Her [aithfulnefs therein : reacheth (the clouds ; every Ou 
penſation fulfilling his word; what clear, eee and 
ofty diſeoveries are made thereof l 
"8: It reſembles a ER, elung from PE. to 
earth, doit the Lord at its top, and angelt 3 and 
T ending"#ts reunds (d). Being managedand' in Sts 
by ge it extends to all things above, and Ga 2; 
: por In e) * XVI 6. (e) PAL xIxvi. 5. 6. 
4 Gen. xx * 12. | oy 1 3 


and 


_ 


4 


— 


; * 
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and angels are employed to execute many, if not moſt, 
af its diſpenſation K- 
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644344 WILT Biete * | EVY 
I. Metaphors reſpecting the covenant of works. _ - : 
*, * + £@ - a : - 


1, FHR covenant of works made with Adam, and 
comprehended the whole duty. of man; was inforced 
with- divine authority; was not an agreement betwixt, 
equals, but enjoined by God to man as his ſubject. It 
is called a. fiery law. :; Amidſt fiery flames, it was, puh- 
liſhed from Sinai; it occaſions fiery rage in . qur heart. 
againſt, God; and worketh for us, a, fiery and everlait- 
ing ruin. It is a la weak through the fleſh, as by reaſon 
of our corruption, it cannot juſtify or ſave us. It is a 
lau of fin and death, as by it the offence abounds; and 
fin reigns unto death; temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. 
2. It is repreſented as à RiGiD'MASTER (+). How 
extenſive ande hard are its requirements of us! Without 
affording or allowing us any ſpiritual ſtrength, or nou- 
riſhment, it demands that we ſhould: perfectly fulfil its 
preeepts, holy, juſt; and good, ſpiritual; and exceedin 
EN broad; and ſatisfy its unbounded 7 800 for our, palk 
, r, offences. If we contintze not in al things commandedz 
4 if we keep it not conſtantly in every point and degree; 
N a Nek 3 7 E 
bye: it curſeth us to endleſs miſery. ;- and employeth our con- 
ble. eience to eondemn, laſh, and torment us.-—Alas! O Je- 
5 I fus, how long I fooliſhly: preferred this hard bondage to 
thy eaſy yoke and · light burlen n 
ad 3.“ Ig is repreſented as 2 nveBanD (e). We were ſos 
ae kmnly married to it in Adam. Heartily we approve: 
: the match, going about to eſtabliſh aur on righteoufo 
r neſs.; and, notwithſtanding its rigour, and the danger 
A- ettending our connettion with it, how deſperately; we. 
leave toit, liy c under it, and pretend ajtempts'to fa 


52 
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Mit; till Jeſus, by applying to our conſcience his law- 
magnifying rightedufne ſs, renders it dead tu ut, deftitute- 
of all power to condemn or hurt us; and vs dead to it, 
freed from relation to it, love of at, ar delightful at- 


tempts to ſerve it !—Better, O my foil, dwell with a 


brawling woman in a ſtrait houſe, than with this huſband 
in a wide palace of outward proſperity.” Flee therefore 


to Jeſus ; tarry not, left thou be ecnſumed. Avoid this 


broken law; paſs not by him; never glean in His eld; 
come not near the door of his houſe. dad 

E. Ft is repreſe nteck as a "PRE GN AN TWO MAN getdgring 
children to bondage (. As many as are of the works 
of the hw, are under the carſe of ſſa very to Satan, the 


world, ard their ſinful corrüptions. Ab their coarſe 


proviſion; the huſks of ſinful and fenfual pleaſures ! 


* 
5 


their. wretched apparel; the filthy rags of felf-righteouſ- 
nee, and curſe of Almighty God? their hard ſervitude: 


weary and heavy faden, ſerving divers Juſts, and labour- 


Ing in the fire for very vanityf Ah! their forry wages f 
To them is reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever) 


every condition! How ready to go ſtraight from duries 
een, OY goo! wed 1:7 


ireſpaſſes and ſin | 
5 dwelling un to command, work iny waragainity wound, 


% 
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condemp, and flay: us. O tremendous myſtery”, The: 

holy law: condemning us to a death in fin? tor a lying: 

under the power of ſinful corruption, as the chief hrauch 

of our puniſſment! O horrid monſter fin which taketh 

cesccaſion from the holy, juſt, and good commandment, to 

work in me all manner of ſinful coneupiſcence + O mad 

legaliſt, to ſeek liberty and ſalvacion by the naher of” 

bondage l to ſeek purification hy the ſtrength of fen ! Won? 

| der no more, my foul, that the preacher of our goock 

works, as the ground of acceptance with God, renders 

people licentious in their life | The curſe of the Al- 

mighty is upon it; ho can it then bear good fruit 5 

How can the ffrengtb of fen reform the world? How 
can . ſoqres of bell on Heaven for us? 


1 I. Metaphors repeding the. covenant oo grace.” 1 3 


* 


1. The covenant of grace is compared: to a A- 
0% (42). As a token that he is u ell pleaſed im Chriſt, 
and that floods of vengeance ſhall no more return to de- 
ſtroy his people, God hath eſtablifhed and exhibited it; 
How ſweetly it comprehends all, and more than all, the 
beauties of creation !- reffects the glory, the — — 3 
the refreſhing- virtue, the royal majeſty, and bloody ſuf⸗ 
fering, of my Sun, my Shield, my inearnate God! and 
ids all the clouds. of providenee with his rede min 
e! Here I beholdi him ALL fu (aut: even of m 
gloomy croſs! Here l ſee Ie novan's ce N 
wrath turned away from me, and pointed againſt the 
Deed of the power of the ar, and my other enemies. 
leſſed covenant, how high! but how-condeſcending: to 
men of low degree How: near! how wide · ſtretched thine 
120 arms to receive us men, earthly, 75 auſual, and deviliſp : 
\ the Him that cometh unto thee, ſhall in no wiſe be caſt. out. 
-gif- Short · lived, indeed; ate our ſenſible eie of thy:bright- 
aſion neſs yet how pleafant Pre ſages thẽſe, of an abundance 
con · ¶ of rain! of times of refreſbing from the preſence of the 
ah in WM Lord! Arife, my famiſhed; my ſeorched, my avithered 
1 out foul, eat and drink; there is a found of abundance of 
ound) ph * Fan _— 2 
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loving-kindnefs of God. Bleſſed agreement, by Jeſus” 
facrifice waſt thou eſtabliſhed, and for ever doit thou en- 
eircle his and his Father's head; they. are ever mindful 
af thee; and regulate all their work = thee. O dar- 
liug of my ſoul, ſhall not then ay ne and eyes be for 
ever fixed an thee ! 

2. It reſembles e CHARIOT ＋ the — of 
— (a). Herein Jeſus manifelts his infiuite royal»! 
ty, power, and wealth; hereby he conveys his choſen 
to his heavenly. country ; and conquers, and captivates / 
every oppoſer. How precious, durable, firm, and f 
grant its whole frame! Its pillars of luer; are its ſolid, 
fubſtantial, ſhining, precious, and unchangeable pro- 
miſes. Its bottom of Fold, is the infinitely: pure precj-; 
ous, and everlaſting perfections of God,. and perſon of 
Chriſt.. Its covering of” purple, 1 is his bleeding ri ighteouſ- 
neſs, the condition of it. Its id pavement of love, its 
ſource, heart, and Sahne is the- anboondet love,- 

race, and mercy of a God in Chriſt.In thee O bleſ- 
ed chariot, how : ſweetly ; how ſafely ; how! quickly yn 
ride to glory ! How! I overleap every mountain of dif- 
ficulty in my way! How, all along the paſſage, my 
heart melts with love to him; that 40% loved me, and- 
gave himſelf for me: Ar > mas. 09k ſhouts: che Re- 
deemer! 5 : 

23. It. nbi a bbs guarded in the-ni WH by threes 
feore valiant. men of Iſt ari (5). Inſtated ＋ this, O je- 
ſus, we ſweetly reſt with thee, and mutualy embrace 
one another, and are by thee rendered fruitful in good 
works. + Here all we the choſen: children · of · God are 
begotten, nouriſhed, and warmed. To guard us during. 
the night. of trouble and time, we are attended by _ 
ke aan mighty ot, 4 apd faithful mini- 
ters. 5 11 

4＋ It > teperſinted; 26 4 re aud dne“ 
ING-HOU8E :(c), O rhriee · glorious ſtrutture of - 
and mercy,. whoſe foundation is Jeſus? perſon, and IJx- 
novyan's-love ! whoſe covering is the righteouſneſs of * 
an-incarnate God! whoſe ſtore is all the fulneſi of God | 
Here, embannered with: everlaſting, with all- attracting, 

(a) Song iii. 9. 10. Song ili. 6. 7. 8. c). Pſal. 
Janis 7 1. 2 0g i. 4. 65 2 2 Eo 71 „ 3 
2 | ll 


* 
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all conquering /ove, you ranſomed drink of the pic 


auine of the juice of his pomegranates; receive out of his 
fulneſs grace for grace, till there be no more room to; 
receive it; joyfully feed on his fleſh, which is meat in- 
deed, and his — which is drink indeed. 4 
It is repreſented as a TESTAMENT (a). Here 
God diſpones all things into Chriſt's hand; and he he- 
queathes them to us foul and unworthy men. By his 
blood and death it is confirmed; and all its promiſes: 
are, in him, ea and amen, to the glory of God. Nor. 
can any diſannual or add thereto.—0 thrice-honourable. 


title to eternal life! Be it all my falvation,. and alk. 


my defire, though he make it not to grow. 

6. It is repreſented as God's oaTH: (5). Therein 2s. 
hath pledged to Chriſt, and to us in him, his exiſtence, 
life, glory, and perfection, for the full accompliſhment- 
of every promiſe thereof. O rich charter; ſure title 


to eternal bliſs! God hath ſpoken ; hath written; hath” 


ſworn in his holineſs, I will reioico. In believing ex- 


pectation, I will divide, I will commence the enjoy- 
ment of, my unbounded felicity. God hath ſworn, that 


my Chriſt is a prieft ſor ever; that he hatk no pleaſure: 
in-my death ; that he will not be wreth with me, nor: 
rebuke me-; 3 Surely bleſſing he will bleſs me, and 
multiplying wilt multiply my everlaſting ſatisfaction and 

bliſs. Is there any conveyauce, any charter like mine, 


mine enemies themſelves being judges 1 O how rich, 


comprehending all the fulneſs of God how ſura j a c 
venant of peacc, that cannot be broken how ſafe £ 
that neither thieves can ſteal, fire burn, floods drown, 
or time waſte! how rec diſpenſed in per re 
les, N n 3 n vaſt n 55 5 
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. Gop. pai hw to- an Iss TAUeroxs 
COMPANION, and couxsELLOR c). It con- 

tains the whole revelation of his mind to us. In teach- 
- fa} Beb. vii. 22. (5) Pfal. ox. r 3's 35. aur 
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eth us every uſeful truth; abides with ns in every caſe ; 


comforts us in every grief; ; direCts us in every perplexi- 


ty. Bleſſed coonſellor, let me commit myſelf wholly to { 
thee ; depend on thee ; and readily receive thy dictates. 
When I lic down, ſpeak thou to me. When I rife. up, 


and walk by the way, talk thou with me. 


2. It reſembles the x CK of a human body (a). 
Thereby the church is joined to Chriſt;! her life main 
tained; her food convcyed from him; and her ſpiritual c 
breath of prayer, praiſe, and preaching, tranſmitted. 
Adds not this greatly to her comelineſs! and is it not 
chained about with golden promiles, weer and 


bleſſings ? 


3. The ſeripture reſembles a motherts BREASTS (0. 

| It conſiſts of two ſacred teftaments, between which, as. 

the meeting centre, Jeſus lodgeth during the night of 
time. How theſe adorn his myſtical body; and convey 

the ſpiritual milk of faving i and . br 


influence to her members! 


4. It is repreſented as a mother's br x "eh By 
its influence are ſaints and graces begotten, quickened, 
and nouriſhed, in this their weak ſtate; and hereby are 
they hid and protected from danger. Till my glorious 
birth into the heavenly ſtate, may I lie and feed here! 

- 5+ It reſembles raue Twin-roEs: feeding among li- 
lies (4). How freſh, eomely, and glorious, are its two 


inſpired teſtaments! How harmoniouſſy connected! 


* they feed, or dwell, upon Chriſt and his people } 
How thick planted with lilies of precious promiſes.— 
My-ſoul, let them to be thee, as the loving hind an plea- 
ſant roe ; let their breaits ſatisfy thee at all times, and 
be thou alway raviſhed with the love of Chriſt in them. 


6. It is called $8TaTuTEs (e). By God's infinite 
wiſdom, it is framed ; by his Jovereign authority, it is 
ratified and publiſhed; and 1 is W eg N 
on our conſcience. 3 

7. It is called a Law ( 95 Every artide of it is 
ſtamped with the authority of the one lawgiver, able to 
fave alive, or deſtroy. - It ſufficiently teacheth, direQs, 
and bigds us to an holy practice. To our unſpeakable: 
(a) Song i. 10. and iv, 4. (b) Song i. 14. and i iv. 5. ſe) Song 
*. 2. (4) Teng vil 3- (c) Blah ix. 8. (/ Plal. xix 3. 

1 Advantage, 


* 


Do thou, Jeſus, open mine eyes, that I 
. drous things out of thy l W-. ; 


— 
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adrantage, we conform to it; and to our inexpreflible 
hurt, we walk contrary to it. N 4 


8. It is called zupcnenTs (a). O the wiſdom and 


knowledge of God diſplayed therein! By it he not 
judgeth our actions; requireth us to judge ourſelves; 
and by it he will judge us at the laſt day. | 


9. It is called TesTIMONnEs (5b). Solemnly and faith- 
fully it declares to us every momentous truth concerning 


God, concerning Chriſt, concerning ourſelves and our 


neighbour: and it is atteſted by the ſacred oath of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. ' > | 1 


10. It is repreſented as a TESTAMENT (c). It is the 


laſt will of our crucied Redeemer. It is immutably 
confirmed and ratified by his death; and therein he 


hath graciouſſy and diſtinctly bequeathed to us all his 
ineſtimable — his fulneſs of righteouſneſs, grace, 
and glory; and left us all the important rules of our 


11. It is compared to Licar (d).. How heavenly 


its origin! How , marvellous its nature and influence! 


How aſtoniſhing and numerous its myſteries! How 


pure] how glorious, pleaſant, and comfortable, its 


truths! How penetrating, purifying, quickening, diſ- 


covering, and directing, its virtue While I have this 


light, let me walk in it, leſt darkneſs come upon me. 
may ſee won- 


Lighted by the 
inſpiration, and ſhining by the oil - like influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it irradiates dark places of the èarth, and 
dark corners of our heart. How different the degrees 
of its brightneſs, as it is more or leſs carefully ſnu nd 
preſerved from alteration or miſinterpretation! How ea- 
ly and often removed from one place to another! How 


, I2, It is compared to a Lame ()- 


often do miniſters therewith: light up Jeſus' friends to 


their celeſtiak chambers, and return themſclves to the 


| blackneſs of darkneſs. It is a light only ſuited to the 


night of time, and ſmall in compariſon of the bright vi- 
ſion and glory to be: revealed. It is a lamp ordained, 
divinely ſet up, to publiſh the excellency, and draw men 
(4), Pal. Xx. 5. (0). Pſil. xix. 7. (e) Heb. ix. 11. (4) Pfl. 


. 50. logs (e) Pfal. exix. 10. 
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to ſeſus, God's anointed. May it by a 25 to my feet 


and a lamp to my paths! 
13. It is compared to a FIRE (a). How abſolutely 


.neceſſary i in our cold earth! How powerfully it pene- 


-trates into, illuminates, warms, melts, ſoftens, quick- 


ens, comforts, and purifieth our heart! burns up our in- 
-ward corruption, and conforms us to its own likeneſs ! 
Le miniſters of God, keep it not back from your 
ple, leſt it be in your'bowels, as a tormenting, a rot 
ning fire. Ve: ſons of men, meditate and muſe there- 
on, that its fire may ſeize you; cauſe your heart to 
burn, while Jefus openeth to you the ſcriptures. Quench 
not its influence by bloody erimes, by preſumptuous 
rebellion againſt God; nor by wallowing in ſin, and 
drinking up iniquity ; nor by earthly mindedneſs and 
ſenſuality; nor by neglect to adminifier due fuel, in the 
-excrciſe-of reading, hearing, meditation, and prayer. 
14. It is compared to raix and DEw (5). How 
| theavenly and divine its origin! How gradually and ir- 
'refiftibly it is revealed to the church, — applied to the 
heart! How numerous its articles of hiſtory, prophe - 
ey, promiſe, threatning, doctrine, and law! How'ſea- 
fonably it deſcends, in the night of time and diſtreſs, or 
morning of gracious opportunity! How pleaſant, come- 
ly, reftefhful, 2 ſoftening, and often inſenſible 
Ar application to our foul Let thy doctrine, O Jeſos, 
drop as the dew, and diſtil as the rain; ſo ſhall we re- 
vit "as the cbrn, grow" as the Tay, and raft forth our 
roots as Lebanon. 
18. lt is compared to waruns'(c). BY chiefly | its 
es, being furniſhed with the Father's love, the 
ZL "Falnefs, merit, and grace of the Son, and che unboun- 
led influence of the Holy Ghoſt, powerfully ſound, and 
run into our heart; bear down all ſinful oppoſition ; 
fpread into. all our inward powers, and outward prac- 
-tice; and among all the various nations of men. Ho 
- ſuitable: to'the caſe of every one, finner or'faint ! ! 'How 
effectually it cools our burning luſt! qu 
nal defires'! purgeth off our filth ! -beautifieth our heart 
| and fe! refreſheth, nouriſheth, eee ee 
(%) Jer-ixxili. 28. 0 2 Ng II. v. 1. Zech. 


aiv. 8. Pſal. xxiii. 2. and Al. 4. 41 1 
LM es 


encheth our car - 
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fies, quickens, and fruQfieth our ſoul. Chris ſprint- 


ling us with this water, imports his gradual, cloſe, care - 


ful, and plenteous application thereaf to our heart, and 
conſcience z to purge us from dead works, to ſerve the 
livin God. g = 2 | 1 2 e 
16. It is repreſented as sEED, or GOOD BEED (a). 
How precious, uſeful, and necefſary | With what care 
and fkill, doth Jeſus, its producer and ſower, in every: 
age and caſe, delightful, or ſtormy, caſt it futo his 
church, and the hearts of his people! that it may bud 
and grow up, it muſt be hid in our heart; dwell in us 
richly; aud be covered with meditation and prayer: 
nor, immediately after it is ſown, muſt we expeR, ſen- 
ſibly to pereeive and enjoy its good fruits. The froft 
of affliction and temptation is uſeful, to deepen its root, 
and kill the weeds of corruption, that ſpontaneouſly 


ſpring up in our ſoul in order to choke it. But chief? 
ly, the warmth of the Sun of righteouſneſs, the rain 


4 


and dew of the bleſſed Spirit, and the influences of the 


moon of inſtituted ordinances, concur to promote its 


growth. If it be early and abundantly ſown, and if the 


earlieſt buds of corruption be carefully nipt, it proſpers 
the mare: if ſuperficially received, either Satan and his 


| agents, quickly catch it away; or our promiſing ap- 


pearances quickly wither ; or the thorny cares of a pre- 


fent life, choke the word, and render it unfruitful. 


What abundant fruit did an handful hereof, ſown by 


+ 


the apoſtles, on the barren mountain of our Geatile- 


world, produce 


17. It is compared to WHEAT (3). How noted its 


value! its purity and ſolidity! its duration and power 


to endure ſtorms! How wholeſome, healing, and nou- 
riſhing its influence! Is it not an heap of auheat ſet a- 
bout with lilies ? How large its fulneſs, and diverſified 
its truths! How ſurrounded with fragrant, flouriſhings 
and medicinal promiſes ; and with ranſomed men, feed - 
iag thereon} Do not all its truths centre in Jeſus, 0 
lily of the valley? What then, is the unſubſtantial chaff 
of vain imaginations to this Wheat, faith the Lord: 
18. It is compared to roop (c). How abſolutely 
(2) Mark. iv. 1.20. (5 Jer. xXitj. 26. Song vii. 2. 


% Matth. iv. 4. | 
2 48 C6 - neceſſary 
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neceſſary to ſupport enr inward, our ſpiritual life! How. |; 
plentifully provided by God! How e how | 
nouriſhing and ſtrengthening to our heart! How na- 
turally the children of God turn to, and ſeek after it! 
and with what frequency and pleaſure they receive it! 
— Was it, my ſoul], ever found, and eaten by thee ? 
Was it the joy and rejoicing of my heart? Do I Jive, 
not by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God! Do I more carefully, more fre- 
quently, attend the repaſt of my foul, than of this mor- 
tal worm, my body? Happy I, that though the meat 
be cut off from the field, there is enough in my Fa} 
ther's inſpired granary, and to ſpare. Eat, my foul, 
that which is good, and delight thyſelf in fatneſs. 
Bread ſhall be given me, and my water ſhall be ſure. 
No drought nor heat can ſmite; mo eaſt wind can blaſt 
the field of his. promiſes. No poverty, 1dleneſs, or 
guilt, can break my title to his proviſion. Work not 
therefore thy own works, but believe, eat, drink, and 
be merry; for thine eternal To- Morrow ſhall be as this 
day, and much more abundant | | 
19. It is compared to xonty (a). How glorious 
its origin! Here, by the amazing ſkill, care, and la- 
bour of an incarnate God, the quinteſſence of ereation, 
of more than ten thouſand creations, of Godhead, is 
ons for us! How raviſhing its ſwectneſs ! pam. 756 
ully fickening my heart, and rendering even treubles 
{ſweeter than honey to my taſte How effectually it ſoft- 
ens our inward powers! ſearcheth and heals our ſpiri- 
tual ſores ! recovers from inward conſumptions! purgeth 
and nouriſheth our ſoul! Yet ah! how lothed by ma- 
ny, who have acceſs to it !—Jehn's little book was 
feet in his mouth, but bitter in his belly. With plea- 
ſure he received the knowledge of future events; but 
was grieved to think of the foreſeen adverſities of the 
church of God. Be thou, my ſoul, a buſy bee, gather- 
ing honey from every inſpired flower; ſo ſhall that 
which is {et on my table be full of fatneſs; full of ra- 
viſhing ſweetneſs. For ever, I ſhall feed on pure, on 
redeeming Godhead, as my ALL IN ALL. . 
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20. It is compared to-MILx /iac-re and uncorrupt- 


ed (a). O its purity and ſweetneſs! its nouriſhing, 


reſtoring, healing, and purifying influence! How much 
deſired and valued by the ſaints! how proper food in 
their earthly and infantile ate! what noble remedy 
under their ſpiritual conſumptions! O the abundance ! 
Here, for abundance of milk, every one may eat, may 
waſh his ſteps in butter. Butter and honey ſhall every 
one eat, that dwells in our new covenant-land, that 
they may know to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good. 
— The more plain truths of God's word are likened to 
milk, while the reſt are compared to /{rorg meat. The 
weakeft ſaints can ſpiritually underſtand, receive, and 
digeſt, the former; while only thoſe, who are grown 
in grace, and the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, 
can underſtand, feed on, and improve the latter. Lord, 
1 muſt feed, with the weakeſt, on thy plain promiſes. 
And O how plain ! plain! pleaſant, they are to my 
heart ! 8 <3 EE 7 „ 

21. It is compared to Go; FINE GOLD (). How 


pure, precious, ſolid, and durable! Hew glorious, uſe- 


ful, enriching, adorning ! How ſubſtantial and weighty, 
containing much in few words! How thorovghly tried, 


amidſt flaming perſecutions, fiery trials of enraged oppo» 


ſers; and in the fiery-like experience of the , ſaints ? 
What a ſovereign medicine to heal our running ſores of 
corruption! What a ſovereign cordial to revive, and re 


ſtore a drooping fpirit! Covet earneſtly, my ſoul, this 


beſt thing, this gold, that ſhall keep me; and ſhall, in 


all caſes and countries, paſs current, between me and 


my God. 3 N 


22. It is compared to SILVER FRIED in a ſurnacg, 


and ſeven times pos (c). How pure, precious, 
ſhining and uſeful ! O the ſeven- fold flames of trouble 
and perſecution that it hath endured! And was it not, 
O bleſſed Jeſus, refined tothe higheſt in thy fiery death? 
—Didit thou, my ſoul, ever find droſs in him, or his 


word? | | 


23. It is likened to a Ric srolk and TREASURE, 2 
HERITAGE (4). It is the fruit of Chriſt's victory over 


(a) 1 Pet. id 1. Heb. v. 12. (6) Pſal. exix- 32. (e) Plah 


2.6. (4) Pal. caix. 162. 


Ces ka, 


(, Jet. XXUL. 29, 
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fin, Satan, and the world. It contains an inexꝑreſſible 
fulneſs of grace and glory; all the fulneſr of God, fuf. 
ficient to enrich milhons of deſtitute finners. How 
highly valued, and ſafely ſecured by Chriſt, and his 
people! He hides it in his hand; and they hide it in 
their heart. Evermore, Lord, let me follow thee, to 
divide this ſpoil; to ſhare this inheritance, as an heir 
of Chriſt. 
24. It reſembles a ro (a). Being divinely a 

plied to our heart, it breaks up the fallow-pgrount, ini > 


the roots of corruption, and prepares us for receiving | 
the good ſeed of grace. The more obdurate our heart, | 
the more powerful, deep, and cloſe muſt the application | 
of the word be. How proper for its more effectual 
operation, is the winter of adverſity, and the fpring- | 


tide of youth! How neceſſary that every application be 
attended with the rainy influences of the Holy Spirit ! 


25. It is compared to a RoD and STAFF (5b). By it | 


feſus, the great Shepherd of the ſheep, hints his will, 
draws, directs, ſupports; and comforts his people. When 


F walk through the troublous valley of the ſhadow of 


death, let this rod and ftaff wie me ; fo ſhall I fear 


no evil.— It is the rod of Chriſ”s firength, and his | 
| SCEPTRE of righteouſneſs. 1 it he diſplays his power, 


equity, and finiſſi W in the conviction, 
converſion, and Can&ification of his people; and by it 


he diſplays his ſovereignty, authorizeth his ordinances, 
and teſtifieth his kindneſs to his people; and orders 


deſtruction for his enemies. 
26. It is compared to an HAMMER Cc. By it God 


beats and breaks eur hard hearts; faitens in them the 


nails of convincing influences, of regulating precepts 


_ ewing threatenings, ſanctifying and encouraging pro- 
miſes. When thy words, O Maſter of aſſemblies, are 
by thee fixed in my foul, I am prickt to the heart; all} 


my powers cry out; What ſhall I do to be faved ? Give 
me Chriſt, or ciſe-I die. 


27. It is compared to a 8woRD, and ted 45 ſavord 


of the Spirit (4). It was the Spirit, who framed and 


endited it; and, by applying it to our ſouh, he wounds 


(a: Hoſ. x. 2. (6) Pl. xxiti. 4. and xlv. 6. and cx. 2 
(4 f Pſal, lv. 3 Eph. vi. T 5 2 


Qur 


where the gueſts are embannered with 


{ſweetly he feaſts, refreſheth, ſtren 
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our conſcience, ſlays our luſt, pierceth and ſubdues our 
heart. How excellent its metal and form, for the ſpiri- 
tual warfare. By managing it aright, we, through the 
Spirit, convince or ſilence the erroneous,” defend our ſoul, 
overcome our ſpiritual enemies, ſubdue the ſlaviſh-fear 
of death, mortify our Juſts, glorify God, and promote 
ourſclves to everlaſting honour. 54” 

28. It is likened to zo and arrows (a). By means 
thereof, God powerfully, ſuddenly, and often ſomewhat 
imperceptibly, convinceth, converts, and ſubdues ſinners 
to himſc}f. — Lord, cauſe the arrows of thy truth and 
influence, ftick faſt in the heart of thine enemies, to 


make the people fall in ſubjection under thee! + + 


29. It reſembles, the Tower of David builded for 
an armoury, whereon hang a thouſand ſhields of mighty 
men (5). How ſtroag, invincible, and glorious !How 
richly furniſhed with all the armour of God! Here is 
the ſavord of ſafficient arguments againſt every tempta- 


tion and error; the /hield of God himſelf, and of faith 


in him, to avert every fiery dart, or deathful puſh ; the 
girdle of faithful promiſes and divine truths, to fortify 
and encourage our heart; the breaft-plate of imputed 
righteouſneſs, and fanctifying grace, to ſecure our ſoul ; 
the helmet of a well grounded hope of falvation, the ſhoes 
of goſpel- principles, and the artillery of manifold pray- 
ers. Choofe, O my ſoul, thine armour from hence ; 
there is none like it; Lord, give it me. | 

30. The ſcriptures reſemble a BanqueTinNG Os, 
Jaſus love (c). By 
bringing us into the ſpiritual knowledge thereof, what 
ſtores of repoſited bleſſedneſs he diſcovers to us! How 
ens, and animates, 
to the ſpiritual warfare, with his love, which is better 
than wine ! 2 = hes 
31. They are compared to Solomon's green and guard. 
ed BED (4). What ſweet reſt in, cemmunion with, 
and ſanctifying and fructifying influence, do we therein 
receive from Jeſus Chriſt, while divine perfections, 
holy won and vigifant miniſters, unnumbered, do 


9) Pſa). xlv. 45. (b) Song iv. 4. and vii. 4 | c E * 
ki. % (4 Song i. 16. and bf. 7. 3. 65 280 | 
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= 34. It is compared to a GLAss (c). Through i it, we 
| Behold our own inſufficiency and filthineſs, the glory. of 


1. HE law is repreſented as a 5CHooLMASTER fo 


our need of him, for by it is the knowledge of fin ; it 
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guard and defend us, till the cold, dark, and dangerous 
night, of trouble and time, come to an end! 
32. God's word is compared to a way or var (a), 


Planned by the wiſdom of God, owned by the King of 


Kings; it points out the way to obtain the heayenly 
country and city. It ſupports the ſaines, who with 


pleaſure and progreſs follow one another, in attending 


to, depending on, and walking therein. Here walk, 
my ſoul, fo Ran I never be aſhamed. Nor let me Nee 
greater joy, than to ſee Zion's children walking in the | 
truth, more and more receiving it into o their heart, and 


practiſing it in their life. 


„It 15: compared to a RULF, REE D, or MEASURING=- 


INE (4). It is indeed contemned by a earnal world, 


but is the exact, the uſeful, the divinely appninted | 
ſtandard of all the forms and ordinances of the church, 

and of every part of our conduct; and by which we 
ſhall be judged at la{t.—Alway, therefore, my foul, 

enquire what ſaith the Lord. 


God in Chriſt, the momentous reality of eternal things, 


and the true path of holineſs that Jeadeth to eternal hap- 


pineſs. Behold in this glafs, my ſoul, thyſelf, and be | 


humbled; behold the giory of Chriſt, that thou mayeſt 
be changed into the fame image, from glory to glory, | 
t 


as by the Spirit of the Lord. Nor be thou a forgetful 


| Hearer, that quickly forgets what manner of * 
he ſaw. | 


.6 HK. 


Metaphors reſpecting law and geſpel; which are the 


tuo principal parts of Cod's rd: The law teach. 
eth us what: duty God 1equireth of us ;. and th 
geſpel, what bleſings be freely giveth to us. 


L. NI etaphots reſpecting the law. 


bring us to Chrift (4). The moral law ſhews 


(#) 3 John, (5) Eex. zl. &c- (J 2 Cor, ii 28. (4% Gal 
N 24 | | 
demands 


| (+) a Cor. in. 6, (5) Prov. vi. 23. (e) Pla ei, 35. | 
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demands of us that righteouſneſs which we can only find 


in him; chargeth us to embrace him, as foon as he is 


revealed and offered; and prevents our quiet reſting in 


1 any thing till we find him. 


Darkly the ceremonial law 
pointed out the myſtery of Chriſt, and by hard ſervices, 
and carnal ordinances, led to his perſon; righteoufneſs, 


and grace, as the fulfilling end of its types and ſhadows. 


2. The law rs called a- KrteLING LESTER (a). No 
law of itſelf, can give us any life; but kills our vain 
hopes and imaginations. Sin taketh occaſion from it, 
to abound, and promote our ſpiritual death. "Fhe mo- 


ral law as a covenant, condemns vs to all manner ef death 


in fin and wo. Simply confidered, the ceremonial law 


eonſiſted of lifeleſs rites and fervices, which, uſed without | 
re ſpect to Clift, entatted curſes and death upon its ſub- 


jects, as they led them away from the fountain of life, 


to their own righteonſneſs ; by which they could nut 


live. Howbeit, God's puniſhing Iſrael, by giving them 
fatutes that were not godd, is not to be underitood of 
the ceremontal law, but of God? s giving them up to 
obey the ſinful edicts of Jeroboam, and his idolatruus 
fuccefiors. nes 1 7 
3. It is called a EAM and L1cnT (5). It plainly 


points out our duty, and blemiſhes in heart and life. 
And how pleaſant to be directed by it in Chriſt's way! 


4, It is called a rArRH and way (c). Being planned 
by God, and plain in itſelf; we are to exerciſe ourſelves. 
progrefs towards the city of God. 


in it, by 8 
How peaceful ! Great peace with God, and with their 


. own conſcience, have all they who love and walk in it; 


and when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, ke maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him. How plain] no- 


thing ſhall offend them, who walk therein, How plea- 


fant to walk together in unity, with divine perfons, and 


fellow ſaints! How holy, 7u/?, aud goed t None but holy 
perſons, the redeemed of the Lord, walk there; nothing 


but holy exerciſes is a walking therein. How /piritual ! 


unſeen but to the ſpiritual man, and walked in, by ſer- 
ving God in the Spirit, rejoicing in Chrift Jeſus, and' 


| having no confidence in the fleſh ! How rait] exclu- 


ding 


— 
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ding every unregenerate perſon, and every ſinful thought, 


word, or deed, How exceeding broad! requiring duties 
nanumbered, in every circumſtance of heart and life. 
How ſafe ! the way-faring man, though a fool, ſhall not 
err therein. It is a way Hliſe; walked in by the living 
in Jeruſalem ; a way wherein life is ever communicated 
and which leadeth to life as an eternal, but gracious re- 
ward. It is above, is heavenly, in its origin, nature, and 
tendency ; and by it we depart from hell which is be- 
neath. Here, Jet me ever run, when God enlargeth 
my heart. ; 

5. It is compared to a EDGE (a). Thereby God 
limits our motions, and points out, whether we may, or 
may not go. To what hurt in his work, and. what pu- 
niſhment in the iſſue, doth the breaker of it expoſe him- 
ſelf ! The old ſerpent, the devil, the ſerpent of a ſting- 

ing confcience, and the ſerpent of God's judgment, 

ſhall bite him, | 88 5 
6. It is repreſented as a Yoke; pax ps; CORDs (35). 
By divine authority, it reſtrains our ſinful liberty and 
madneſs; and keeps us to our ſtation and work. How 

alling to eur corrupt nature and luſts! and at what 
endleſs peri}, we attempt to ſhake it off, by refuſing 
obedience to it! The law as a rule, in the hand of Chriſt, 
is an eafy hole and light burden; it is lined with his re- 
deeming love, ſweetened with bis pattern, attended with 
communication of his ſtrength, and enforced with. a 
glorious and free reward, to the weakeſt attempt, if ſin- 
cere, to draw therein. Why then, my ſoul, art thou as 
an unruly bullock unaccuſt: med to this jobs? Why ſo ma- 
ny criminal attempts to ſhake off the yoke, and burlt 
the bands? why this refiſting of the Lord, and ftrug- 
gling to evade his authority? Is it not ne, who lays my 
meat, my life, my all, to me ? The law, of ceremonies, 


and as a covenant of works; is a yoke of bondage : the for- | 


mer chained down to burdenſome ſervices innumerable ; 
and the latter rigorouſly demands what we can never 


form. 


7. It is called the LAw or LIBERTY (Y). To obey | 
it as a rule, is the privilege of thofe only whom God's | 


(Y Eceleſ. z. 28. (5, Pfal. ii. 3» (c Jam i. 25. = 


eine Rp ok: os 
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Son hath made free indeed. The obedience of love to it 
as a rule, ſprings from our freedom from the law as a 
covenant, and is the very quinteſſence of our honourable 
and delightful liberty.— Lord, my true freedom from 
ſinful ſlavery lies in being thy filial ſubject. Truly I am 
thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant; thou haſt looſed my 
bands. 5 | ; 
8. It is called the Ko AL Law (a): Being eſtabliſhed 
by God, the univerſal Sovereign, it extends to all his ra- 
tional ſubjects ; nor, without high treaſon, can it be 
broken. It is not made for a righteous man, is not made 
fo curſe and condemn him. Nor have the truly righ- 
teous nation any immediate connection with it, as 4 
covenant, it being dead to them, and they to it, by Jeſus 
Chriſt's ful filling it in their ſtead, 

9. The law of the wiſe is called a rouxraix & 
life (b). The divine law, which every wiſe man at- 
tends to, as his rule, and the inſtructions which wiſe men 
give to others, are means of exciting them to apply to 
Chrift, the reſurrection and the life; means of gquicken- 
ing, reviving, and reſtoring ſpiritual life; means of 
mens eſcaping the ſecond death, and preparing forte 
eternal. oY n HOP 

10. The ceremonial law is called AR x AL erdinancess 


and a CARNAL commandment (c). It preſcribed carnal 


and fleſhly rites; and earnal or natural deſcent entitled 
to the privileges thereof, | | „ 5 
It. The ceremonial law is called a PARTITION> 
WALL (4); becauſe of the great diſtinction which it 
made between the Jews and Gentiles; nor, till Jeſus re- 
moved and aboliſhed it by his death, was any conſider- 


able number of Gentiles brought into the church of 


God. 8 in: 


12. The ceremonial law is called txmrry (e). The 


ſacrifices therein required, manifeſted God's indignation 


at ſin, and the enmity between him and. ſinful men. Its 


| burdenſome ſervices occaſioved the Jews hatred of God 


to increaſe more and more. The ditti&ion- it put bę- 


-tween Jews and Gentiles, occafioned enmity between the 


two. 


(oa) Jam. ii; 8. (U) Prov. xiii. 14. fe) Heb. ix. 10. and vii- 


II. 
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I I. Metaphors reſpecting the goſpel. | = 


1. The goſpel i is called the Spiir hat giveth li 72 (a). 

It contains ſpiritual bleſſings and promiſes. It comes 
from, is attended by, and is the great means of convey- 
ing the Spirit of God to us. It effectually penetrates 
our ſoul and ſpirit. By it the Holy Ghoſt quickens 
dead ſinners, ſhews them their way of life by Chriſt; 
heals their deadly, their ſinful wounds; works a livel 
faith in their ſoul, to look to, and live upon him. 1 
is the food that ſapports the ſpiritual life; the cordial, 
that revives and reſtores the heart under every drooping 
circumſtance. 
2. It is repreſented as the wHiTE HoRsE, upon which 

Chriſt and his people ride (5). O its purity, glory, and 
comelineſs / By it Jeſus proclaims peace to men, and 
ſubdues them 15 himſelf. On this, in the apoſtolic age, 
he went forth conquering; and in the Millennium he ſhall 
go forth, more eminently, to conquer the hearts of his 
Sole” Then, in accompliſhment of, and as animated, 
ſupported, and dignified, by goſpel-promiſes, ſhall mul- 
titudes follow him, and Penney the 1 88 of An- 
tiehriſt. 
"FIC reſehnbles Solomon*s CHARIOT of the avood of Le- 
banon (c). Being framed by Jeſus, for the ſafe, the 
eaſy, and honoured conqueſt, and conveyance of his 
people to heaven; how pure, precious, glorious, fra- 
grant, and laſting? Its pillars of filver, are its comely, 
uſeful, and enriching truths and promiſes. Its bottom 
/ gold, is its ſubſtantial and precious foundation-truths , 
or the infinitely precious perſon of Chriſt, and God in 
him. Its covering of purple, is the doctrine of juſtifea- 
tion through Jeſus? bloed; and of the croſs endured for 
his ſake. Its i2zward pavement of love, is the unmatched 
kindneſs and mercy of God, Father, Son, and Holy 
| Ghoſt, running throogh every truth and promiſe there- 
in contained. 


* Its promiſes are like LILIES (a). oO their plea- 
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ſantneſs, glory, fragrancy, and height! How fruitful. 
of everlaſting bleſſings! How full of medicinal virtue, 
for the healing of our ſoul! How condeſcendent, and 
ſuited to our low, our wretched condition !—Blefſed 
field of inſpiration, how theſe every where abound ! 
How they bend their bleſſed head towards mean, de- 
baſed, earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh me! How they reireſh 
mine eyes, and rejoice my heart! How rank they ſmell 
of Jeſus, the Lily of the valley! And truly, as lilies a- 
mong thorns, ſo are they to my ſoul, amidſt her troubles, 
and her created comforts. | 
F. It is called the ACE God that bringeth ſalva- 
tion, and GREAT SALVATION (a). It flows from, diſco- 
vers, and includes the rich, free, and undeſerved favour 
of God, and the bleſſed fruits thereof. It publiſhes, 
brings near, offers, and is the means of applying, a coſt- 
ly, extenſive, and everlaſting ſalvation to men. Truſt 
thyſelf, my ſoul, to this word of his grace, fail not of 
this grace, nor receive it in vain; let it enter and cap- 


tivate my heart; ſo ſhall I never be a root of bitter- 


neſs, hearing gall and wormwood, whereby many are 
defiled. | F, #44 #1158 et 
6. It is called the rower of God unto: ſalvation (b). 
By it, God diſplays his amazing power, in the contri- 
vance, in the purchaſe, and application of our redemption. 
Thereby he exerts the exceeding greatneſs of his power, 
in convincing, in converting, in ee ſanctifying, 
and comforting his people. By means of it our rebel- 
lion is quaſhed; our enmity ſlain; Satan diſlodged; 
corruption ſubdued; bars of iron, and gates of braſs, 
ſtrong impediments, broken and removed; nations re- 
formed; men, furious as outragious beaſts, tamed; and 
deep - rooted and earneſtly-held abominations, aboliſhed. 
Come, bleſſed day of power ; come forth, Bieſſed rod of 
Feſus' ſtrength, then ſhall the people be willing; God 
ſhall raiſe children out of worſe than ftones to Abraham. 
3 is too hard, when his power is preſent to heal 
them. | 8158 : 

7. It is called the wisDom / God in a myſtery 5 the 


| manifold wisnom of God (c). How manifold its doc- 


) Tit. ii. 11. Heb, ii. 3» (6) Rom. i. 16. (c) 1 Cor, 
* Eph. iii. 10. 70000 56 16 £9) ; 


AZ - 


— 


zrines 


giz A BRIEF VIEW OF Book II. 


trines and promiſes! How manifold the inſtances and 
rays of divine wiſdom in each! and the various times 
and ſeaſons in which, and perſons to which, it is diſplay- 
ed! It diſcovers how wiſely Jenovan acted, in chuſing 
the perſons, in whoſe redemption grace would peculiar» 
ly ſhine z in founding his choice upon his own mere 
love, that the promiſes might be ſure to all the ſeed; in 
Hying our help upon one that is mighty, that it might 
never fail.; in bringing about our ſalvation in a way, 
that produceth glory to himſelf in the higheſt, peace on 
earth, and good will towards men; in a way, by which 
Satan is ſhamed, fin condemned, ſinners ſaved; the un- 
godly juſtified, and ungodlineſs deſtroyed; iniquity for- 
given, and full vengeance taken on our inventions; in a 
way, by which our redemption is all of mercy, and all of 
juſtice; all of merit, and all of grace. O ſweet myſte- 
ry! beyond archangels comprehenſive ken! 

8. It may be called the «18588 of Chriſt's mouth (a). 
From him, its doctrines and promiſes proceed; and bear 
the ſtamp of his authority. How ſweetly they atteſt 
his peace and reconciliation ! declare and vent his love ! 
How effectually they delight our ſoul ! raviſk our heart! 
and excite our affection and love to him Let Jeſus 
kiſs me, with one, with all % kifjes of his mouth; apply 
one, apply all his promiſes to my heart, to kindle it 
wholly into a flame of love to himfelf 1 mats 
9. It is called a Law (5). It is the will of a ſove 
reign God, proclaiming his edias of peace and pardon. 
It engageth him to beſtow his bleſſings on us; and 
binds aud determines us to receive his grace, and obey 
his commands. Nor ſhall it ever be repealed, becauſe 
Jeſus hath an unchangeable prieſthood. It is the law of 
the Spirit of life in him, as by it, the Holy Ghoft, as | 


dwelling in, ſent by, and taking of the things of Chriſt, hen 
to ſhew them to us, begets, preſerves, reſtores, increaſeth, 2 
Or 


and perfects our ſpiritual life; ſecures us of, and pre- 
pares us for eternal life. It is the /aw of faith, the ſeed, 

the means, the ground and ſtandard of our faith. It 
cumes forth out of Zion and Feruſalem ; flows from 
Chrift as the temple and habitation of God; and from 
Jeruſalem did its New-Teſtament diſpenſation proceed, 
6%) Song i. 2. (6) If ii. . 2. Rev. vii. 2. and iii. 27. p 
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and fpread among the Gentiles—O may I meditate on 
this law, day and night ; may it be better to me, than 


thouſands of gold and ſilver ! 5 1 
10. It is called good riDbI S/ great joy (a). O the 
neceſſary, the uſeful, the ſuitable, the important, the 
dclightful, and raviſhing news which it brings from 
heaven to ſinful men! Tidings of righteouſneſs, pardon, 
and acceptance, to the guilty ! Tidings of purification 
to the polluted ! of health to the difcafed! of liberty 
to the enſlaved and impriſoned! of clothing to the na- 
ked! of food to the hungry and ſtarving! of light to 
them that fit in darkneſs of diſtreſs and ignorance ! of 
riches to the poor, comfort to the mourner, peace to the 
traitor, life to the dead, and falvation to the loſt! How 
often have theſe good news from the far country been 
as cold water to my thirſty and weary ſoul ! It is called 
the gaſpel, or good tidings of God; it proceeds from him, 
declares: his love and lovelineſs; promotes his honour, 
and brings men to him: It is called the g2/þel of Chrisi. 
as he is the principal preacher, the ſubſtance and end of 
of it, in whom all the articles of it are e and amen lo 
the glory of God It is called the goſpel of miniſters, as 
they preach.and publiſh it. It is the goſpel of peace, as 

it proclaims the peace of God to us, and the means 


thereof; and reconciles our heart to him, and to one 


another in love. It is the gaſpel of ſalvation, as it pro- 
claims, brings near, offers, exhibits, and is the means of 
applying, the great, the everlaſting ſalvation, to our 
foul. It is an everla/ting. goſpel, as it ſhall be diſpenſed 
till the end of time; and its fruits ſhall remain for ever. 
It is the geſpel of the kingdom of grace; and which 
brings men; who believe it, to the kingdom of glory. 


11. It is called a MYSTERY. (3). O the incompre- 
henſible truths Which it reveals! That there are three 
perſons in one Godhead, or divine eſſence: That the 
Son of God was manifeſt in the fleſh ; ſuffered the juſt 
tor the unjuſt, that he might bring ſinners to God]; died 


for our offences, and roſe again for our juſtihcation z was 


exalted as a Prince and Saviour, to give us repentance 
and remiſſion of fins; ſeut to bleſs us, make us the 


1 (4) If. Iii. 8. Luke ii. 10 4 (5 Eph. ii. 9- 1 Tim; 
1. 16. Matth. xiii. 11. „ oh 30] | . 
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Tighteouſneſs of God in him, and dwell in our hearts 
-by faith ; that being crucified with Chriſt, we might 
hive by faith on him,- and have the world crucified to 
"us, and we to the world. Is not every doctrine thereof 


an unſearchable deep, ſhown only by the Spirit of God, 


and which even a wiſe man cannot find out to perfec- 
tion! O the height, the depth, the length, and breadth 
of the love, the wiſdom, and knowledge of God, incly. 


"ded therein! It is the mmyfery of godlineſs, which founds 


and promotes conformity to, and reverence of God; ho- 


lineſs in heart and life. The myſtery of the Kingdom, 
| Known only in the kingdom of grace and glory. Pant 
thou, my ſoul, for the fellowſhip of this myſtery. of 
-Chrift ; with angels, defire to look into it. 


12. It is likened to a TRUMPET (a). With preat 


Kill it ought to be preached. How majeſtic and plea- 


ſant its joyful ſound! its agreeable declarations! How 
ſweetly ! how loud it proclaims the approaches of Kin 
Jeſus to men! and their deliverance from fin and wrat 


by him! Of what unbounded importance are its decla- 


'rations! and how diſtint! It warns us to flee from 
the wrath to come; invites us to Jeſus, the Saviour and 
great One. Quickly may it be blown over all the earth; 
that ſuch as are ready to periſh, may come and worſhip 


before the Lord of hoſts. 


13. It is compared to rivers of living. and all. 


: quickening water (b) ; becauſe of its freeneſs, fulneſs, 


- purity, perpetuity, and patency to all; and for its 
cleanſing, beautifying, protecting, refreſhing, and en- 
riching virtue. By it Jeſus begets, preſerves, reſtores, 
promotes and perfects, the ſpiritual life of his people, 


- and brings them to eternal life. This river proceed: 


from the temple, and runs by the altar of G4 ; flows from 
his love, and through the blood and ſacrifice of his Son. 


 *-Gradually it increaſeth from a bubbling drop to an unpaſ- 


able ſea. Before the flood, it was very ſmall in appeai- 
ance; but gradually it increaſed by new revelations, till, 
in the — age, it became like a river. Before Je- 
Jus reſurrection, it was inconſiderable, in reſpect of its 
appearance in the apoſtolic and millennial age. It rum 

(a) If. xxvii. 12. (6 Ezek xvii. 1.—4. Joel iii. 18. Zech. 
wat) 
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nts the dead ſea, and valley of Shittim ; ſpreads among 
dead and barren Gentile nations, and into curſed, bars : 
ren, and lifeleſs hearts. It males every thing ts live. 
wwhitherſoever it cometh ; had, and ſhall have, an amazing 
ſucceſs in quickening dead ſinners, and reviving dying 


ſaints ; but heals not mariſhy places of reprobate men. 


The fluuriſhing and fruitful trees growing on the fide' of , 
this river, are Jeſus the tree of life, and his comely and 
uſeful ſaints. The multitude of fiſhers from Engedi even. 
unto Eneglaim, and the multitude of fiſhes caught by them” 
in the dead ſea, when this river hath run into it, are mi- 
niſters preaching, and multitudes hearing and receiving. 
the goſpel, through the world, from one end to the 
other. Its running both in ſummer and winter, implies 
its being conſtantly preached and applied, whether in 
times of proſperity or trouble, with the church, or any 
particular member thereof It maketh glad, the city, the 
church of God, by its ſlreams of declarations, offers, in- 
vitations, and influence... 
14. It is a war, or wells of ſalvation (*) O the 
depth of its doctrines and promiſes ! Without faith, L 


- 


1 


'4 


can draw nothing from them. O their perpetual fulneſs: 
of influence! of bieſſedneſs and ſalvation ! How ſweets, - 
ly calculated to delight, refreſh, nouriſh, reftore, heal, 
quicken, and fructify my heart! And is not ſalvation 
their ſum, their all iz all ? fer PORTER To 
15. The goſpel is compared to a n£T .). How cu- 
rious its frame and contexture ' How baſe and deſpi 
cable in the view of carnal men! What an occaſion of 


trouble and diſturbance, in the ſea of this world ! With 


what ſkill, care, and vigour, it muſt be caft and mana- 
ged, in the preaching of it! To what fatigue and forms, 
are its conſtant, its faithful preachers expoſed ! How- 
ſeldom, they, at fr/4, pereeive their ſucceſs in preaching. 
it! It is the ſtated means of drawing ſiuners out of 
their natural and. worldly ſtate, to Jeſus Chriſt. - Fiſhes 
imall and great, finners leſs or greater, perſons poor or 

rich, are caught therein. Teach thy miniſters, O Jeſus, 

to caſt this net on the right fide of the ſhip, that a mul- 
titude may be incleſed; it is impoſſible the net en 


(4) If, Ad. z. is ( Math. xiii. 47- 43. 49 | 
- D d 2 break. 
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break. © Quickly, my ſou}, ſhall Jeuovan draw it te 
land; the myſtery of God ſhall he ſiniſhed; the goſpel 
no more diſpenſed. Then ſhall the good fiſh, ſuch men 
as were caught by the heart, be conveyed to the para- 
diſe of God. Theſe, who were only caught by a heady 
illumination, and outward profeſſion, ſhall be caſt into 
T7 Ot . EAI T35 Ty 45 2 
16. It is compared to a GRAIN of muſtard. ſced, which 
grows up into-a very large tall (a). At firſt, its diſco- 
very and diſpenſation were ſmall and deſpiſed; but it 
hath, or will, overſpread the whole earth. To what mul- 
titudes is it the means of refreſhing and comfort ! What 
numbers ſhall profeſs ſubjection to it! How increafin 
ies influence in our heart! At firſt, perhaps ſcarce di 
cernible, it quickly fills the whole. What multitudes 
of graces are refreſhed*! What good works are brought 
forth, üönder the overſhadowing influence thereof! 
17. It is compared to LE AVEX (H). However un- 
pleaſant and deſpicable it be to earnal men; yet being 
a9haid' in the world, it continueth to ſpread its influence, 
till the whole earth be filled with tke knowledge of the 
Lord. Being inlaid in mens heart, it ſpreads its virtue, 
enlightening the mind, purifying the conſcience, re- 
newing the will, ſoftening the heart, inflaming the af- 
fections, and fixing the memory, till the whole be there · 
323% 7 A UT HTS UTR 
18. It is compares to Lit, and a GLASS (c). What 
raviſhing, though impefect views of JErovan, in his 
| — and love; of Jeſus in his comelineſs, office, 
relations, righteouſneſs, power; and grace, do we here | 
obtain! What proſpe& of life and immertality ! We 
look not at the things which are ſcen, which are tem- 
peral; but at the things which are not feen, which are 
eternal; We ſee,” that henceforth is laid up for us 2 
crown of righteouſneſs 4 that we ſhall awake with Jeſus 
likene s; and ſhall be forever with, and like him; for 
we fia}}ifte him ab he is. 
19. It veſembles the tREasuRE id in the field (d). 
How ineſtimakly precious, containing all-exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, comprehending all ineſti- 
6a) Matth. xiii. 31. 33> (6) Matth. zij. 33. (e) Iſ. Iz. . 
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os mable benefits, all. the unſearchable riches of Chriſt | - 
1 When poſſeſſed, how it enricheth, felicitates, ennobles, 
n aud emboldens towards God i encourageth and enables 
1 to reſiſt wicked luſts, angels, and men! In the field of 
7 inſpiration it lieth hid, and muſt be digged up by care- 
o ful ſearch, meditation, and prayer. And for its ſake, 
.;are the oracles of Heaven worth ten thouſand worlds to 
ch my heart. {© 8 een RET 
o- 20. It reſembles caatns or GoLD, rows or lswels, 
it BORDERS OF GOLD, and 8TUDs oF SILVER (a): How 
11 well connected! how eomely, precious, firm, durable, 
at enriching, and adorning, are its doctrines and promiſes 
0 to the ſcripture aud church; and to every true member 
if thereof! How they ſtrengthen and adorn the neck of 
les . my faith! render my cheeks, my countenance, my blufti- 
bt. ing graces, beautiful and comely / and make my con- 


verſation-garments, ſhew ſplendid and glorious! _ 
221. It is compared to sHots (4). It ſupports our 
foul, our grace, our walk; influenceth our affections 3 
marks our liberty, and our royal greatneſs. The more” 
fixed we be in the faith thereof, the more pleaſantly, 
fafely, and ſwiftly, we proceed in our ſpiritual journey; 
and tread Satan, the old ſerpent, and his agents, under 
our feet. „ „„ ENT 4 1 
22. Its leading truths reſemble a rounDaTION: (c) 
Being fixed on the teſtimony of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, it is impoſſible that they can ſink or fall. 
How gloriouſly they ſupport and: embelliſh the whole: 
remaining oracles of God! And on them build my ſoul s 
build, you ſaints, your whole hopes of eternal felicity.. 


dong i. 10. 11. (6) Song vil 1. (e) 2 Tim. 1 
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7. HE diſpenſation of God's grace, — 
| under the New Teſtament, is called the kixd. 
ron OF GOD; the Kir GDOm,06, HEAVEN (a). O the 

majeſtic ſovereignty, Rate, and royalty of God therein 

anifolted 1 O its beautiful order, ſtrength, and dura- 

tion! and the honourable privileges therein conferred / V 
What multitudes are thereby connected, and united un- 

der Jeſus their head! God is the deviſer, the eſtabliſner, 
che manager, and his glory the end of it. It is heaven · 
ly in its origin; it reſembles heaven in holineſs, come- 

lineſs, and * ; ; and prepares men for entrance into 
the heavenly inberitance of the ſaints in light. The New 
Teſtament diſpenſation is more God-like and heavenly 
"than the Old; holineſs is the univerſal laay of the houſe x 

1 and its Ee are more ſpiritual and ſanctify ing. 
2. The goſpel diſpenſation in the apoſtolie age is re- 
preſented ag. a MARRIAGE-DINNER ; and that 4 oh in 


the glorious Millenniom, is called the MARRIAGE SUPPER 
of the Lamb (5). The former is indeed towards the end | 
of time, but nearer its middle than the other, which 3 
Mall but take place before the laft judgment. God hath 5 
filled bis oxen and fatlings; hath ſlain his own Son, to 
be our proviſion ; hath OS all poſſible bleſſings ; 
_ and invites every ſort of ſinners to eſpouſe his Son, and 
accept of his fulncſs, From trifling and carnal motives, 
= Jews, when firſt invited, refuſed to receive this mer- 
and favour; For this they were excluded from the 
urch; and the ordinances thereof; themſelves maſſac- 
red by the murdering Romans, and by one another; 
and their city burnt with fire: But thrice happy! God 
extended his invitations to the deſtitute, the wicked, 
aud infamous Gentiles, in whatſoever city or nation 
they are found] O now our rich proviſion I our amazing 
(a) Mark 1. 14. and Matth. xx. 1. (b) Matth. xxii. 1.—14 
Luke ziv. 15,—24: Rev, xix. 9 Match vii, 11. 12. 
Jo} 
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joy Ind happineſs our honourable fellowſhip with God, 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; with angels, ancient 
patriarchs, and eminent ſaints, while the Jewiſh-chiÞ> 
dren of the kingdom are caſt out! How fitly our enter: 
tainment prepareth us for our work in the end of the 
world ! qualifieth us to lie down in our duſty beds of the 
grave ! and to enter into our eternal :relt l How great 
Jznovan's earneſtneſs to have his houſe filled with de- 
ſtitute ſinners ! Upon his invitations what multitudes 


have entered, and yet there is room. By ſetting before 


us the fiafulneſs and mifery of our natural ſtate, Jeſus? 
excellency, ability, and readineſs-to fave, and uſing eve» 


ry method to perſuade our confcience, he requires his 
miniſterial ſervants o compel us to came in, that his 


houſe may be filled. But dreadful ſhall he our endleſs 
miſery, if we live in his church, without 1 on ow 
Son, as our righteouſneſs and ſanttification 1 

3. It is repreſented as the letting out of a — * 
buſbandmen ( tw In: the ceremonial form thereof, God 
gave it to the Jews, and ſent his prophets to dema 
that they fnould give him the glory due to his na 
thefe being injurioufly maltreated, he ſent his Son, whom, 
it might have been expected, they v ould reverence and 


regard; but they murdered him, that they might live 


as they liſted. For theſe things God miſerably deitroy:- 
ed the Jewiſh nation, and gave the goſpel to the Gen- 


tiles, that they might bricg: forth fruits vf 9 n 


anſwerable wk 5 
4. It is compared to the hiring of dikes at differ 
ent hours, to work in a-vineyard, and giving all. equal 
wages (5). In the morning of the patriarchal, in the 
noon · tiqe of the ceremonial, at the Ainth hour of the 
apoſtolic age, in the eleventh hour of the fut ure Millen- 
nium, or thoufand years reign of the ſaints, multitudes 
are divinely invited, and brought to Chriſt, and to his 
work in the church. Nor ſhall che eternal bleſſedne ſa of 
the former exceed that of the latter. Murmur not, ye 
Jews, auh bore the barden of ceremonial rites," and the heat 
of laborious ſervice ; murmur not, ye primitive Chriſti» 
ans, who-bore the burden of troubleſome: work, and the 
* of ſcorching perſecution ; may not e hei do with 
(©). Mah. a 33543» ( Muth. XI. 116. * 


wi 
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lis own as he pleaſeth? Is not the Whole reward of ſo- 
vereign 3 Let not your eye be evil, becauſe his is 
good. In the early morning of life, are not ſome ; in 
its middle or noon are not others; in its evening of old 
age, are not others, though more rarely, called anddrawn 
to Chriſt? May not a — God impart to all an 
equal ſhare of his endleſs bliſs ; his gracious reward? 
- 5, It is comparcd to a great man's. giving pounds or 
talents to his ſer vante, as he departs to a far country, 
that they may occnpy till he return, call them to an ace 
count, and render them rewarts, according. to their re. 
fpedtive improvement (a). Aſcending up on high, ta. 
receive for himſelf a kingdom, It ſus committed to men, 
the precious and uſeful pounds and taleyts of divine ſerip - 
tures,” of goſpel-ordinances, of manifold cpportunities 
of grace and happinets, of holy offices, gifts, and gra» 
ces; to fome in à greater, to others in a leſſer degree. 
Theſe he requires them te improve, alway aboxnding 
in the word of the Lord. At the end, he will come, 
and reckon with them. Such as- having real grace, have 
improven their talents, ſhall- be highly and proportions 
ally rewarded with everlaſting honour and joy. Such- 
as, having no real grace, throogh hard thoughts of Je- 
ſus, have not improved their gifts, offices, and oppor» 
— ſfalt be ſelf. eondemned, and caft into endleſs; 
mier y. „ 2 i ene S584 #5 | 
6. In the end of the world, it is like to ths calling of 
wiſe and fooliſh virgins to meet the Bridegroom (b). 
Though, church-members be like virgins in outward 
purity; in blameleſſneſs of life, and: ſoundneſs of princi - 
ple, and in apparent modeſty, and ſelf-denial; yet alas 
how many of them are not aui unte ſalvation! What 
multitudes foolifhly name the name of Chriſt, without 5 
feceiving him into their heart . At the end of time, how 
dreadſul ſhall: be the floth and ſecurity, of both ſaints' 
and hypocrites! Ere they are aware, Chriſt ſhall ſums 
mon them to judgment. Happy then, thoſe, who have 
sil of true grace, attending their lamps of profeſſion 
their glory ſhall be brightneſs; their lamps trimmed; 
their. grace perfected; and themſelves ſhall enter into 


(6) Math 
immediate 


* 
by, Sd os. 8 


(a) Matth. xv. 14.30. Luke xix- 1127. 
Ay. 1.—1 EA 8 ; 


FS", ut 
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immediate and everlaſtiug fellowſhip with Chriſt! but 
oh unhappy theſe, who have lamps, but no ſaving grace l. 
None can then be given them; no creature ſhall, be able 
or willing to help them. They ſhall be irreverſibly ex- 
cluded from the fcllowſhip. of Chriſt; and ſhut up in 
everlaſting torments, where there ſhall be weepingy | 
wailing, and gnaſbing of, teeth: us lune nes! 
7. The gotpel-ftate, of the New-T Alament church i is 
repreſented as a RE8T (2). How fully is our free and 
complete juſtification through the blood of Jeſus therein 


diſplayed! and how powerfully applied how, happily 


we are therein liberated from that ſervile frame of ſpirit, 
which was ſo. common to the Jews, 10 their worſhip,* 
The yoke of troublefome ceremonies is no more impo—- 
ſed; nor is our conſcience burdened or perplexed, con- 


cerning the punctual obſervance thereof. But the ſpi - 


ritual and eaſy inſtitutions of the goſpel attended with. 
gracious freedom, ſtrength, aud alliance, are come in 
their room. Bleſſed reſt af heaven! bleſſed form of wor- 
ſhip, never to be changed in time, and wherein Je Ho- 
van manifeſts Men in an, and | in. $38, Joe: . 
en K 3s Oe EE ef 


1 I. Metrpbirt e gebe 


1. Cage £LORkDINANCES reſemble a tay 
PREASTS (5). They are of two Kinds; ordinary and 
ſealing : and theſe laſt are nom two; baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper. How dclightfully they adorn the 
ehurch; 94 neuriſſi her true children, to everlaſting 
life, with the ſincere milk of God's word! How delight- 
fully, daring the ne of e en lech bet cen, 
and 1 is found in them! i 

2. They reſemble: TWIN-ROES; add Did the: * ; 


ber (c). Ho harmonious! how well connefacd! how 


comely, pleaſant, and pure l how oppoſite and ruining 


to the old ſerpent, and his agents! and how ofi en at- 


tacked and wrathfully injured by them! How delightful 
ly maintained { and as it were ted 1 the promiſes, 
and e of the RIS golpe?: os. thine it ie, 


© Heb. iv. 3. "ry Song. vill. 1. 10, (e) . iv. 8. 9 


ces; to fome in a greater, to others in a lefler degree. 


6. In the end of the world; it h Ehe to the colling of 


eceiving him into their heart l: At the end of time, how 


and hypocrites! Ere they are aware, Chriſt ſhall ſum- 
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lis own as he pleaſeth? Is not the whole reward of ſo- 
vereign 22 Let not your eye be evil, becauſe his is 
good. In the early morning of life, are not ſome; in 
its middle or noon are not others; in its evening of old 


age, are not others, e more rarely, called anddrawn 


to Chriſt? May not a forercign God impart to all an 
equal ſhare of his endleſs bliſs; his gracious reward? 


5. It is compared to a great man's. giving pounds or 


talents to his ſer vante, as he departs to a far country, 
that they may occnpy till he return, call them ts an ace 
count, and render them rewaris, according. to their ves 
fpedtive inprovement (a). Aſcending up on high, ta. 
receive for himſelf a kingdom, It ſus committed to men, 
the precious and uſeful pounds and taleyts of divine ſerip · 
tures," of goſpel-ordinances, of manifold cpportunities 
of grace and happineſs, of holy offices, gifts, and gra- 


Theſe he requires them te improve, alway abounding 
in the awork of the Lord. At the end, he will come, 


and reckon with them. Such as- having real grace, have 


improven their talents, ſhall-be highly and proportions 
ally rewarded with everlaſting honour and joy. Such- 


as, having no real grace, throagh hard thoughts of Je- 


ſus, have not improved their gifts, offices, and oppor- 
tunities, ſifall be ſelf- condemned, and caft into endleſs 
miſery. | ö . FO TIRE I 3 Ht bo 
wiſe and fooliſh virgins to meet the Bridegroom(b). 
Though, church- members be like virgins in outward: 
purity, in blameleſſneſs of life, and- ſoundneſs of princi · 
ple, and in apparent modeſty, and ſelf-denial; yet alas 
how many of them are not vi/e unto ſalvation! What 
multitudes foolifhly name the name of Chriſt, without 


0 
] 
f 
a 


dreadful} ſhall: be the floth and ſecurity, af both ſaints' 


mon them to judgment. Happy then, thoſe, who have 
eil of true grace, attending their lamps of profeſſion! 
their glory ſhall be brightneſs ;- their lamps trimmed ;; 


their. grace perfected; and themſelves ſhall enter into * 


(o) Matth.. XXV. 14.—30., Luke xix- 1-27. (5) Matthi 
A. 1.—1 3. | - - a 15 
immediate 


* 


— 


1» 


"AS, * * i N _ O25 ä 


and doctrines of the oe golpel : 
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immediate and everlaſtiug fellowſhip with Chriſt! but 
oh unhappy theſe, who have lamps, but no ſaving grace l. 
None can then be given them; no creature ſhall. Be able 
or willing to help them. I hey ſhall be irreverſibly ex- 
cluded from the fellowſnip of "Chriſt; and {hut up in 
ererlaſting torments, where there ſhall be weepingy. 
wailing, and gnaſbing of, teeth: Lia. ie d; 
_- The goſpel-ſtate of the New T elament — 18; 
repreſented as a REST (a). How fully is our free and: 
complete juſtification through the blood of Jeſus therein 
diſplayed ! and how powerfully applied! how, happy 
we are therein liberated from that ſervile frame of ſpirit, 
which was ſo common to the Jews, in their worlhip,t 
The yoke of troublefome ceremonies is no more! impo- 
ſed ; nor is our conſcience burdened or perplexed, con- 
cerning the punctual obſervance thereof. But the ſpi- 
ritual and eaſy inſtitutions of the goſpel, attended with, 
cions freedom, ſtrength, and aſſiſtanee, are come in 
thigh room. Bleſſed reſt af heaven! bleſſed form of wor- 
ſhip, never to be changed i in time, and wherein . 
VAH' manifeſts his reſt in (dilly and! in $33. de ie 


wanne e IS 


II. e e ect gene 


I. yes £L ORDINANCES reſemble a A; 
BREASTS-(5b). They are of two kinds 3-:ordinary) and 
ſealing : and theſe laft are now.two 3 baptiſm. and the 
Lord's ſupy er- How dclightfully they adorn; the 
church; and neumſh her true children, to everlaſting 
life, with the / | ycere milk of God's word! How delight- 
fully, during the AN of Fe Nun mate; bithy ow 
and 1 is found in them! 

2. They reſemble: TWIN-ROES; dias 5 the: 1 i 
ber (c). How harmonious + how: well- connefacd! how 
comely, pleaſant, and pure l how. oppoſite and ruining 


to the old ſerpent, and his agents! and how ofi en at- 


tacked and wrathfully injured by them! How delightful- 


ly maintained and as it were ted _— the. promiſes, 
ad thine it is, 


| 0 ? Heb. © iv. 3 60 Song. vil. 1. 10. (e) . 9 
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O Lily e ile galley, and thy n. We 2 b with 5 


pleaſure to feed therein. 


3. They reſemble cHARNTOTSͤHF; ne and HORS" 


Sts (a). In a ſwift, majeſt ic, and glorious manner, 
Jeſus therein approacheth to our heart; and triumphant- 


ly rides through, and appears in thine world. And by 
them he eaſily and honourably tranſports his choſen 


people through Wan een thar n mute 
try. * F , 


[fo They redeinble;. MANDRAKES, - or DUDAIM (3). , 
How ſavoury, medicinal, cooling, and refreſhing to our 
ſoul! How comely and delightful to our ſpiritual eye! 
How effectually they enkindle our love to Jeſus and his 


people! and render us fruitful in good works! Vet 


alas! how many, by means thereof, lull themſelves into 
ſuch ſpiritual ſleep, as een but the. flames of bell 


can awaken tbem! 


5. They reſemble. $PIKENARD Fe 3 low and 
contemptible they ſeem to carnal men yet to ſaints 


how precious, fragrant, and uſeful! How they warm 
our heart, comſort our ſoul, ſtrengthen our appetite, 
and cheer our ſpirit! And truly, O King of kings, it is, 
thy ſitting with me at thy table, in intimate fellowſhip, 
that makes this abe ſend ſorth 1 its {mel}, and refreſh 
my foul ! 

5. They reſemble warzxs; and wirs ſalva- 
tion (4). How eaſy, unhampered, and free is my ac- 
ceſs to them! How effectually, by them, Jeſus purifies 
my conſcience, and nouriſheth my heart.] refreſheth all 
my inward powers! cools my luſt! and ſatiates my de- 
fire! When I am enabled to enter into their ſpirit, 
would I, for ten thouſand worlds, forſake their cold: . 
"g waters, which come from another place? : 

7. They are compared to MounNTAINS and HILLS le): 
How hard to aſcend them aright ! In them, how wide. 
is our proſpect of cternal things! How they exalt us 
above the grovelling world! and bring us to the. con- 
fines of heaven! What noble ſnadows and wells of ſpi- 
Pen refreſhment 1 we find in chem! a a 1 


4 IC apy 20. 659 Song vii. 13. | © Song i. 8 
6 I lv. 1. ond. x4 3 e. Song iv. 6. Jcel ili. 18. 
. foreſt 
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foreſt, Chriſt the tree of life, and his unnumbered: trees 
of righteouſneſs growing up under his ſhadow ! What 
bleſſed river of IE HOVYAU and his love, of . Jeſus and his 
blood, and of the divine Spirit and his influences, that 
mates glad the city of our God . What pleaſant and 
wholeſome air of divine-breathings ! What rich paſture 
for Jeſus? choſen flock is here to be found! What need, 
carefully to deſcend from. them to worldly concerns, left 
' we fall, tumble, and be broken, ſnared, and taken ! 
They are mountains of myrrh, and hills of frankincenſe. 
What fragrant, medicinal, quickening, and refreſhful 
truths, and breathings of heaven, we there enjoy! But 
take heed, my ſoul, even there the ſerpents lurk. How 
often you corruptions, you fiends, have I ſeen you! have 
I felt your deadly influenee, at the very top! in the 
higheſt ordinance, and in the beſt frame! But when felt 
Itheſe mountain drop with new wine, ever freſh, redeem- 
ing love; and theſe hills flow with milk, of heart-wartn- 
ing and reſtoring grace; and theſe channels fow with 
the water of life, and the fountain come out of the houſe 
| e the Lord, and water the valley of Shittim ;—water my 
| debaſed, earthly, barren heart? 195 
S8. They may be called the paTHs of Ghri/Ps flock (a). 
| In them the faints, as they have acceſs, walk with plea- 
S ſure and progreſs towards the heavenly country. 
9. They are likened to 84EPHERDS TENTS (5). In 
their outward appearance, they are but coarſe and de- 


A ſpicable. They are eaſily removed from place to place; 
1 they are only calculated for the wilderneſs of this world; 
and to them, ye miniſters of Chriſt, ought conſtantly 


to attend. {- * re £8 
10. They are repreſented as the couxrs; the Hovse ; 
the TEMPLE 3 TABERNACLE'3 and ALTAR of God (c). 


. There his glory is ſeen, his preſence enjoyed, and his 
le benefits conferred, through Chriſt, as crucified for us 3 
us and in them we offer onrſelves ſpiritual ſacrifices to him. 
n- 11. They are called srxzeTS and BROAD wars (4) 
i- At the infinite expence of Heaven, they are prepared 
us for men. How carefully to be kept pure and entire! 

How beautiful and ſtraight ! How uſeful to lead us to 
12 


(a) Song i. 3. (5) Ibid. (e) Pal. laxziv. 10, and xliii. 
mme 


3.4. (d. Song iu. 2. 


324 A BRIEF VIEW: OF Rook III. 


the palace of the mighty King ! And what multicudes 
have free acceſs to walk and trade therein! 

12. They are repreſented as Towers (a). How high 
and heavenly ! How. ſtroug and uſeful for aſſiſting the 
ſaints to defend themſelves again fin, Satan, and the 
world! How richly furniſhed with all ſpiritual armour ! 

13. They are likened to cHAMBRERES (). Here Chriſt 
and his people dwell together. Here they reſt, and are 
refreſned; here he ſecures aud defends them. Here he 
comes to, n is familiar with them; manifeſts himſelf, 
and makes known the ſecrets of his covenant. Here 
they ſecretly pour out their hearts; worſhip. the Lord 
of hoſts; eat meat which the world b not of; 1 
labour not in vain in the Lord · 9 0 

14. They are called a 2 anqyETanotnotes, or HOUSE 
oF wine (c). What rich ſtores of everlaſting love, 
and divine conſolations, are contained in them ! And 
how often therein, are the __ refreſhed and raviſhed 
with the fulneſs of God! | 

15. They reſemble RAPTERS of fr (4). bon an, | 
comely, and ſelf conſiſtent! How heaven · pointed, per- 
manent, flouriſhing and refreſhfull How uſefully and 
delightfully they ſupport and connect the church, and 
eſtabliſn her true members, in their moſi War faith, 
and their goſpel· converſation! - - 
16. They may be contain 4 to GALLERIES: (0. Are 
they not the pleaſant, the magnificent, lightſome, and 
lofty means, in which King Jeſus walks, and corverteth 
with his people? is held in theſe anne nee? 4 and 
feaſts them on his, infinite fulneſs? + | 

17. But the word rendered galleries and patios 47 
nifies alſo war ERIMGd-TOUqοuSs , to which ofpel- 
ordinances may be compared, becauſe therein Jeſus wa- 
ters and refrefneth his followers, his flock, with his wa- 
ter of life, draun from the deeps of his ren oe. 
— 80, Lord, evermaze refreſh my ſoul. | 
18. They are repreſented as wakzz7-PLACH 1 the 
| WATER; as PLACES OP coxcousss; as GATES; and 


DOORS G). In them Jeſus ſtands and invites multi- 


(a) Song viii. 10. cs) Sohg L. . T7 Song ü. 4. (4 Song 
i. 17. (e Song vile 3. 0 II. ly, 1. ©) Prov. 24 and viii. 


1. 2 3 4+ : WCC VE}. 
1 tudes 
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tudes of ſiuful men to receive his benefits. In them he 
diſtributes his prepared goodneſs to the poor, ſells with - 
out money and withont price. In them we are to wait. 
for him; and, by them, we enter into fellowſhip with 
him, and go into the heavenly manſions. . Bhs. 

19. They are compared to wixpows and LaT= 
Tices (a). By them the church is beautified, enlight- 
enced, and refreſhed. In them we enjoy tke light of 
life, which cometh from above; obtain the proſpect of 
ſpiritual and eternal things; and. are refreſhed by the 
. north and ſouth breezes of the Holy Ghoſt. ig 
| 20. They are compared to xers (5). By a proper 
1 uſe of Chriſt's doctrine, diſcipline, and government, the 
church, nay, heaven itſelf, is miniſterially opened to, or 


4 


0 ſhut againſt, the ſons of men. as 
, 21. They reſemble a GRREN and well- ADEG 
d BED (c). Being ſurrounded hy divine perfections, and 
4 holy angels; attended by faithful miniſters, what ſafe 
5 and ſweet reſt and fellowſſiip with Chriſt may we enjoy 
t, in them! O how our hearts are warmed with his love! 
How we recruit our ſtrength! and renew our youth even 
as the eagles! How ſweetly we enjoy the ſleep of God's 
beloved! do ceaſe from our ſins, our ſelf-ri hteouſneſs, 
and worldly labour! and are rendered fruitful to God 
in the works of holineſs ! | | | 
22. They are compared to a TABLE (4). To diſplax 
his mumficeace, Jeſus framed them; and furniſheth them 
with all the bleſſings of his new covenant. With de- 
light and pleaſure, he continues ever preſent in them, 
fo meet with, fpeak te, and feaſt his people with his 
fleſh and blood. Truly, that which is Fe on'it is full of 
fatneſs. For in this mount, on this table, doth the 
Lord of hoſts make for all people, ſaints and ſinners, 
Jews and Gentiles, a /ea/? of fat things, full of marrow, 
of wines. on the tees nwell refined; Jenovan, in all 
his fulnefs and love; Jeſus, in his perſon, offices, righ- 
teouſneſs, and grace; and the bleſſed Spirit in all 
his characters, operations, and influences. Lord, may 
this table never become our trap; let never divine or- 
dinances tend to the hardening of our heart. 
0) Seng ii. 9. 7% Matth. xvi. 13. (c) Song i. 16. 
(4) Song i. 12. | 


E e 23. They 


- 
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23. They reſemble xows of JEWBLS on the cheek (a). 
How myſterious their order, and di vine their connec- 
tion! How they adorn the church's outward form ! and 
make the ſaint's face to ſhine ! 

24. They reſemble cyains OY GOLD about the nec 10 a 
How precious, durable, and firmly, connected! He 
cloſely they adhere to, and illucidate the ny es 5 
warm, ſupport, and protect our fait!!! 

r . reſemble BoRDERS oF GOLD, with 8TUDs of 
SILVER How precious all! but ſome more im- 
portant the to \ others! How comely and durable | How 
enriching to the ſaints, and ornamental to the church ! 
How attended by, and productive of, _well-tried, ho- 
nourable, and precious gifts and graces! - | 

26. They are 8 nted as à DIGGING and DUNG- 
in about ſinful men (4). Being attended with con- 
vincing providences and influences, they import and 
manifeſt the moſt aſteniſhing patience, pains, and care, 
of the Moſt High towards men ; and render us inexcu- 
fable, if, notwit ſtanding, we continue in our e 


betrehn ef. i 
25. Goſpel truths and 6rdinances are repreſented 28 2 , 
TRUST committed to men (e). How ſolemnly! How 


divinely, and with proper gifts attending, are they com- 
mitted and entruſted to miniſters and private Chriſtians, | 
that they may be preſerved pure and entire, from gene- 
ration to generation! And at the peril of our honour 
and life, do we betray or loſe any of them. 


) Song i. 1e. (5) Ibid. Zong i „ % Lute 
ee eee 


CHAP, 


5 0 


IN. 


Metaphors reſetting God s fn and the ſaving 
benefits flewing from it, which are manifeſted _= 


conveyed through the new vant, the 89/pel, and 
15 ordinances 7 it, to men | 


4 


f 
; I. Metaphors reſpecting God's 5 favour. ths 
! 


oO D's free favour and grace is e to a 

KING 5 Where ſin reigned unto death, it 
. "reigns through righteonſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus 
"Chil. With — amazing glory and ſovereignty, it 
d acts; and doth whatſoever it pleaſeth! Every divine 
perſon, perfettion, purpoſe, and providence, concurs to 


> promote 1ts honour. Every creature is employed to ad- 
of! vance its deſigus. It conquers every foe; ſubdues to it - 

ſelf every. choſen ſinner of mankind; rules with abſolute 
7 dominion in every ſaint; and receives rome bim a tri- 
4 bute of endleſs praiſe. 


2. It is likened to an overflowing SEA OF RIVER (8). 
O its height, depth, length, and breadth ! It paſſeth 
knowledge. It reacheth from eternity to eternity; from 
bell to heaven! It bears down all oppoſition ; waſheth 
away every ſtain; covers every mountain of guilt and 
miſery; ſpreads into every perſon, power, and con- 
cern, of. an elect world, and maketh gladthe whole cityof 
our God. —Bleſſed river! boundleſs ocean ! be thou the 
ſole ſource of my happineſs. Let all my well-ſprings of 
promiſes and ordinances be in thee ; and eauſe eve- 
ry thing whitherſoever thou 8 he even my dead ; 
der, to live. f p 


AP, | 3 \ | ; | | | n | 4 * 
| IT. Metaphors reſpecting the - change if our 22 8 


1. The change of our ſtate is repreſented as a c4LIT - 
Ix e (c). By. Jeſus? goſpel-invitation, we are therein 
** (s) 1333 21. 6) Eph. i. 18. . cc) Heb. 11. x 
{4 | F powerfally, 


* 
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powerfully called, and drawn from Satan to God ; from 
darkneſs and ignorance to God's marvellous light; from 
fin to purity and holineſs ; from. miſery to happineſs ; 
from earth to heaven; in fine, from the fellowthip of 
the law, and our luſts, to the fellowſhip of God's Son. 
—Ariſe, my ſoul, the Maſter is come, and calleth for thee. 
2. The change of our ſtate is repreſented as Chriſt's 
SEEXING and FINDING. 15 out (a). With amazing love, 
care, and ſkill, he purſueth us by his word and provi- 
dence. By his ſervants, he ſends forth his word, that, 
m various forms and expreſſions ſuiting every cafe, it 
may run ſpeedily ; and, through the Spirit, hit our par- 
ticular condition, touch our conſcience, and draw our 
heart. Having thus apprehended us, he brings us to 
his preſence, ivitates us in his favour, and reftores to us 
the felicity and uſefulneſs of which fin bad deprived us. 
Lord, when I know not were to find myſelf, do thou 
_fFeek and find me. | 
23. It is called a marrtace, or EsrovsArs (5). In 
- conſequence of our Redeemer's preparing himſelf for 
us, by undertaking our cauſe, aſſuming our nature, clo- 
thing himſelf with wedding robes of finiſhed righteouſ- 
neſs, fulfilled in our ſtead; in conſequence of his pre- 
aring a place for us, by blood and interceſſion; and of | 
Ys wooing us by the word af his gofpel, he, in the 
predeſt inated moment of power, and his time of love, 
— * our natural union and affectionto the broken law; re 
to Satan and our corrupt inclinations ; and by his Spi- 
rit enters and dwells in our heart; and enableth us to 
aceept of him, as our only, our everlaſting huſband. As 
\ Yuch, he hath fellowſhip with us in bearing out guilt; 
and in our infarmities and afflictions; in our grace and 
exereiſe; and we with him in his righteouſneſs, ftrength 
| honour, and work. Mutually he and we dwell with, 
eſteem, love, defire, delight in, rejoice over, and mani» 
feſt our mind one to another;—Q blefſed marriage! the 
Joy of Jeſus, and of my foul. | BR 
4. It is repreſented as an 1MPLANTING: Or INGRAFT= 
18G (c). It it by the amazigg patience and labour of 
God, we are cut off from the ſtock of the fallen Adem; 


oo. > WY We” Rr SS 
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are Cloſely united to, rooted and grounded in Chrilt ; 7 
(% Marth. XV iii. ft. 12 13+ (6) Song iii. 11. (6 Rom vi. 4 (9) 
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made partakers of his death and reſurrection; and fo 
revive, and bring forth fruit unto God.—Here being 
planted, O my ſoul, thou ſhalt caſt forth thy roots as 
Lebanow?tf = 7 > F- „ 
5. It is repreſented as a conquesr (a). Finding 
us the ſubjects of the law, and of Satan, the world, 
and our luſts, filled with rage and enmity againſt him 
and his people, Jeſus Chriſt, with infinite power, wiſ- 
dom, and patience, attacks our ſoul with the ſword of 
his Spirit, —his word; faſtens in us the arrows of con- 


vincing and heart-drawing influences ; ſlays our enmi- 


ty, by his powerful promiſes and bleeding love; conſtrains 
us to yield our ſouls, take his eafy yoke upon us, and 
conſent to be his willing, affectionate, and obedient ſub- 
jets.—So, Lord Jeſus, conquer multitudes 3 conquer 
mee. N | 
6. It is repreſented as a LI SFR ATIox (5). Finding 
us in a moſt wretched, ſhame ful, and ſlaviſn captivity, 
to Satan and our finful corruption, and in the unclean, 
unwholeſome, unhappy, cold, dark, diſgraceful, and 


_ confining prifon of our natural ſtate; Jefus powerfully 


overthraweth the dominion of our enſtavers in us; loo- 
ſeth the chains of our guilt, by the application of his 
al-pardoning blood; breaks the fetters of our luſt, ig- 
norance, and enmity, by the power of his grace; and 
beſtows on us the molt glorious freedom, hanour, and 
reſt. —Out of priſon, I come to reign © © 
7. It is repreſented as a DEATH (c). Herein we 
partake of the influence of Feſus?-death. Our old mare 
receives his mortal wound, of which he afterward dieth 
daily. In it our hopes of happineſs by our own works, 


our relation and love to the law as a covenant, our uni- 


verſal ſtudy to ſerve it; our ſuperlative regard to ſinful 
and earthly things, painfully expire.—So may I die, 
that I may live unto Gd. x 
8. It is repreſented as a BURIAL (d). In it, we par- 
take of the virtue of Jeſus' death and burial; and are 
conformed to him. We.commence God's hidden ones, 
whoſe glory doth not appear; and are rendered con- 


(a) Pfal. xlv. 3. 4. 5. (H. Zech. ix. FI. T2. (c) Gal. ii. 19. 2 


(4) Col. ii. 12. 
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temptible and diſagreeable to carnal and worldly men. 
Sweetly we reſt from fin; and ſelf: nghteouſneſs; from the 
overwhelming” terrors of the law; of death and hell; 
and from every ſting of trouble and adverfity.—S0 let 
me be buried with Chriſt; ſo: come, my ſoul, and: ee 
mie place where the Lori lay. | | 
9. It is ealled a xE8vURRECTION: (a); Being by na- 
ture in the moſt earthly, withered, dry, lifeleſs, and 
lothſome condition, Jeſus, by his Spirit of life, quick- 
encth us; cauſeth us to paſs from death to life; brings 


us from our graves of eondemnation and luft ; clothes 


us with the white rebes of his righteouſneſs and grace; 
and qualifieth us to work and walk with God, angels, 
and good men.—So let a poor fleeper in. the duit, a- 
wake and ſing. | 1 
10. It is called a ATT (3). Unaſſiſted by any 

ereature, Jeſus, by his almighty power and word, 
forms the ever-abiding ſtructure of grace, the zew crea» 
ture, out of nothing. His work be commeneeth in 
the forming of ſpiritual light and knowledge, Daily 

he adds new ornaments thereto, till, againſt the Sab- 
bath of eternal reſt, it be fully perfected. So, Lord, 
create in mę a clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit withe 
$7 mne. x * 1 . 
11. Tt is called a RxxEwixe of the Holy Ghoſt (c). 
Therein God forms a neu creature, directly oppoſite to 
our indwelling corruptions, of ignorance, unbelief, en- 
mity, and the like; makes all things new. He fur- 
niſheth our mind with zew light, thoughts, and deſigns, 
He imparts to our eonſeienee, purity, penctration, 
foftneſs, tenderneſs, activity. He beſtoweth on our 
will, neu inclinations and defires. He fets. our affe e- 
tions on neu, Spiritual, and heavenly objects. He fixeth 
in our memory zew treafures of divine truths and gra- 
eious experience. In fine, he giveth us a new heart; 
and makes his new, Spirig to dwell within ua. By his 
grace he diſpoſeth us to reliſſ and chooſe cab compas 
gion, s: and- to lead a HeW,, holy, humble, ſelf· denied 
converfation, of charity ang. love, out of a. pure conſci- 
ence, and from faith unfeigned. 
(6) Ezck x5ivi 1334. ( Bph. iii. 10. (c) Tit. iii 
5 2 Cor. v. 174 1 4 0 
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12. It is repreſented as a ss cox, a HEAVENLY 
BIRTH (4). Of the incorruptible ſeed of his word and 
grace, Jeſus, our ſpiritual Father, begets us again to 
a lively hope. Curiouſly and wonderfully, we are con- 
formed to his 1 Without our preparation or af- 
fiſtance, there is formed a marvellous contexture of 
grace, a new mau. We are made partakers of a divine 


and heavenly nature. By his painful forrew and ſuf- 


fering, by miniſters painful labours, and with our 


own painful experience, we are born and brought into 


the neau, the heavenly world, of a zeww-covenant ſtate, 
and become related to God, angels, and ſaints. | 

13. It is called a cigcumersion, not of the fleſh, but 
of the heart (b). Therein God, by his ward and Spi- 
rit, ſharply pricks and wounds our heart and conſcience; 
expoſeth to us our ſpiritual nakedneſs and guilt; cuts 
off the reigning power of indwelling corruption; pre- 
vents our after pollution; manifeſts and confirms our 


Intereſt in his covenant ; and gives us a conſtant and a- 


biding mark of our relation to him. And. without it, 
we are expoſed to endleſs deſtruct ion. $4 Gf, 
14. It is called ATIs (c). Therein we are 
graciouſly received into covenant with God, and enti- 
tled to the privileges of his people. Therein, waſhed 
in Jeſus blood, and purified by the influence of his 
Spirit, we ſolemnly receive God, Father, Son, anck 
Holy Ghoſt, as our Parent, Saviour, Sanctifer, and 
all in all; and cheerfully dedicate ourſelves to his ſer- 
vice. My ſoul, hath Jeſus baptized me with the holy 
Spirit, and with his fiery and ſin - purifying influence ? 
15. It is called a TurninG or CONVERSION * 
Therein we are divinely turned from the paths of hell to 
the ways of heaven; from darkneſs to light; from guilt 
to righteouſneſs ; from fin to holineſs; from ſlavery to 
freedom; from poverty to wealth; from rebellion and 
_ enmity, to favour, acceptance, and intimate friendſhip 
with God; from diitance to nearnefs ; from ſinful fick- 
neſs and weaknels, to ſpiritual foundneſs, aud: ſtrength. 
So turn me, Lord, and I ſhall be turned. | 
16, It is called a TRAN8LATION into the kingdom of 
(a) John iii. 3.5 (b) Col. ii. 11. Deut. IX. 6. (e) Matth. 
. 1. (a] Jer. XAxi. 18, | | BS” 
9 15 | God's 
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God's dear Fon (a). By his grace Jeſus Jays hold upon 


us; bears us in the arms of his power and love; carries 
us into a new. covenant ftate; in which we are only 
ſubject to him, and not to the broken law, raging de- 
vil, or reigning luſts. | 725 8 : 
17. The work of grace in mens heart is called the 
KINGDOM oF GoD (5). In the day of his power, Jeſus 
invades and enters our heart; by his word and Spirit, 
he overthrows the ſtrong holds of mherent corruption 
overturns the reigning power-of' Satan and our Juſts ; 
conquers every faculty of our fou}; fixeth his palace and 
throne, and writes his law in our inward parts; erects 
the judicature of a purged, enlightened, and tender 
conſcience: he entitleth us to all his fulnefs and trea- 
ſure; enters us into league with his omnipotent perfec- 
tions, mighty angels, and uſeful creatures on earth. 
Storing our inward powers with his divine armonr, he 
diſpoſeth and enableth us to wage war with fin, Satan, 
and the world. Thrice bleſſed kingdom, conſiſting not 
in meat and drink; but in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft — Thrice happy and honoured ts 
my ſoul, if this kingdom, that cannot be removed, be 
within mef —© TIS LES e 8 
18. The change of family herein is called à por - 
N (c). Finding us children of the devil, and heirs 
of wrath, God, in infinite merey and kindneſs, puts us 
among his children of angels and ſaints; and giveth us 
| an undoubted and everlaſting title to all the privileges 
= - of fonſhip. His name he puts upon us; his Spirit in 
i us; and his image on us. His angels he appoints to 
guard, and his miniſters to inſpect and inſtruct us. Our 
Prayers he hears, our requeſts he grants, and allows us 
familiar boldneſs and intimacy with him. He teacheth, 
directs, feeds, clothes, arms, protects, comforts, and cor- 
rects us. Irreverſibly he bequeaths to us the everlaſting, 
the pleaſant land, and goody heritage of the hoſts of nas 
tions, the whole fulneſs of God. O aftoniſhing ! when 
guilt; pollution, and enmity, might have juſtly provo- 
Fee his endleſs deteſlation, he ſaid to my ſoul, Thou Ha, 
' fpoten and done evil things as thou couldſt ;- wilt thou not 


(. Col. i. 13+ (5) Luke xvii. 26. (e) Gal. iv. 5: 6. 
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from this time cry unto me, My Fatber, thou art the 
guide of my youth ? When, as an infernal fiend, I rephed, 
What have J to do avith thee? Art thau come to torment 
ne before the time! powerfully he rejoined, Thou 8nRALT 
call me my Father, aud SHALT vor turn away from me. 
Iwill be to him @ Father, and he 6#ALL be te me 4 
for. How could my enmity, my inward rock, with- 
ſtand ſuch melting love! Straight all my powers cried 
out, My Father; my Guide; my God ; my ALL. 

19. Our new-covenant ſtate is called a xEsT (2). 
Here, in Jeſus? blood, as the means of protecting our 
| foul, and appeaſing our conſcience; in his power, as an 
antidote againſt every fear and danger; in his love and 
lovelineſs, as the all-ſatisfying object of our deſire; in 
his faithful promiſe, as our infallible ſecurity for glory, 
honour, immortality, eternal hfe; we reſt ſafe from eve- 
ry wrathful event and enemy, There is no condemna- 
tion to us. No evil can befal us. God and his creas 
tures are in a covenant of peace with us. In this hap- 
py Rate too we reſt from {laviſh ſervice to the broken 

w; and from our ſinful fulfilment of the luſts of the 
ficſh and ef the mind. | x dn 


III. Metaphors reſpecting the pardon of fine . 


1. Pardon of fin, which is oſten put for the whole öf 
our juſtification, is xepreſented as God's Being merciſub 
to our unrighteouſnsſ; (b). It is entirely of his free, rich, 
- and ſovereign grace and mercy, that he doth not avenge, 
but forgive our unrighteouſneſs of heart or life. O 
grace, grace unto it! ; & 1 

2. It is repreſented as a coveaine. of fir (c). By 
the imputation of Jeſus” righteouſneſs for our robe, our 
. guilt is ſo hid and covered, as no more to expoſe us to 
God's revengin wrath; nor can it juſtly annoy our 
conſcience with legal horror, ; 

3. It is called a REMISSION or ForGivExEss (4). 
Thereip God moſt fully acquits us of the charge of our 
crimes ; fecures us againſt the avenging and wrathful 


.) Matth. xi, 28. (6) Heb. viii. 12. (e) Pfal- xxxiic 1. 


puniſhment 
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puniſhment thereof; and removes every legal bar, that 
obſtructs our hope, our happineſs, or comfort. | 

4. It is repreſented as Ged's vor REMEMBERING 94r 
in (a). Having pardoned it, God no more continues 
to charge or puniſh it upon us; but allows us as emi- 
nent friendſhip, familiarity, and fulneſs of bleſſings, as 
if we never had ſinned. How often, my ſou], hath he 
taken me into his boſom, as if I had been an innocent 
_—..-. WEL iti =. 

5. It is repreſented as his BLOTTING our of fin (5). 
Upon the imputation of Jeſus' blood to our perſon and 
conſcience, our finful debts, and the demands of ſatis- 
faction for them, are ſo dropt from the book of God's 
Judicial remembrance, that neither he, nor the broken 
law, nor. our conſcience, have the leaſt remaining ground 
to charge them upon us, in order to require ſatisfation 
A 5 
6. It is repreſented as his caſting cur [ins behind his 
back, or into the deeps of the fea; and bis putting and re- 
mowng it far from us (c). For when it is pardoned, 
he zeither will, nor can charge it upon us; nor ſuffer 
anyS+=athful puniſhment to come near us. Our fins are | 
burie*s the deeps of Jznovan's love and Jeſus? blood; 
nor ought fears of divine eurſes or condemnation in the 
leaſt to diſmay us. Jeſus hath taken away the Hand. 

_avriting of law-charges of 'guilt, as well as of ceremo- 

. nial ordinauces, that was againft us, and hath nailed it 
to his croſs, from whence it can never be looſed. t 

F. Tt is repreſented as a puRGiNG away of fir, 1 
through the ſprinkling e or waſhing us in clean wa- n 
ter (d). By the ſaving application of Jeſus? infinitely J 

pure and purifying blood, the legal guilt of our ſin is 
completely removed from our conſcience; and a ſuffi- 
cient foundation is laid for purging away its moral filth, 
een of nenne,, 8 

8. It is repreſented as God's making our ſcarlet and 
crimſon- coloured, our hideous crimes, white as ſnow and 


wort (e). By the imputation of Jeſus? blood and righ- 


() If. xliii. 25. (b) Pil. Ii. 1. 9. (e) IC. xxxviii. 17. 4 
Mic. vii. 19. Pal. ciii. 12. (d) Eck, xxxvi- 25. (e) I. * 


i. 18. 
122 2 teouſneſs, 


teouſneſs, all their terrible appearances do, as it were, 
evaniſh ; and purity, peace, righteouſneſs, and reſt, ſuc- 
cd jn ther mavpihe oa i en 
9. It is compared to the diſpelling of a cloud, or thick 
cloud (a). Hereby, God alone removes the guilt of our 
numerous, our innumerable, and frightful crimes ;. re- 
moves the ground of our gloomy apprehenſions of his 


threateaed vengeance, which, by nature, hangs over 


our head; gives us acceſs to ſee himſelf in mercy, and 
comfort; and to obtain delightful views, and well- 
ground<s hopes, of the heavenly glory,  ©* 

10. It is repreſented as the giving ut a white ſtone, 
with a new name written on it (b) ; in allufion to an 
ancient cuſtom of the-Greeks, their voting ſentences of 
abſolution, by caſting into a veſſel white tones, where- 
on was ſometimes written the name of the perſon abſol- 
ved. God giveth us our ſentence of pardon, in the 
pure, peaeeable, glorious, and everlaſting promiſe of the 
goſpel, directly pointed and applied, to our heart. Hath 
God done ſo to me ? 'Then let me never be merciful to 
any iniquity ; let me never cover my tranſgreſſions as 
Adam; let me never forgive my wicked elf ; let me 
remember my evil ways, and be aſhamed and confound- 
ed for all that I have dene; let my fin be ever before me. 


a IV . Metaphors reſpeGing ſanGifcation. 1 


1. Sanctification 18 repreſented as a LIFE (c). It is 
the immediate effect of Chriſt's living in us by his Spi- 
rit; it is a myſterious, pleaſant, ws. profitable mercy, 
maintained by the conſtant, the quickening influence of 
Heaven, the daily application of Jeſus? fleſh and blood. 

2, It is repreſented as God's wash ws in water, 
and PURIFYING ws in fire (d). By the continued ap- 
plication of Jeſus? word, his blood and ſpirit ; and by 
manifold troubles, temptations, and perſecutions, he 
2 {kilfully, and powerfylly purgeth out our fin» 

ul corruption, till we become like gold tried in the 
fire; whiter than ſnow ; without ſpot, or wrinkle, or 

(a) If. xliv. 22. (5) Rev. ii. 2. (c) Gal. ii. 20. 
(s) Iſ. iv. 4. 3 | : | of 

: any 
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any ſuch thing. Having theſe exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, O my ſoul, cleanſe thyſelf from all 
Glthineſs of the flcſh and ſpirit. 2 1 
3. It is repreſented as God's sUnBDuING our inigui- 
ties (a). By the application of the blood of the Lamb, 
by the Almighty Spirit, and the all-conquering word 
of his grace, applied to, and working in our heart, he 
radually weakens, and puts out our inward nations of 
fufts, enableth our graces to tread upon them, and oc- 
cupy their room in our heart, our ſpeech, and behavi- 
Our. f | & 99, a 


V. Metaphors reſpeting fellowſhip with God. 


1. Comfortable fellowſhip and intimacy with God in | 
Chriſt, is repreſented as a being in his nous, bis cHams f 
BER, er rRESENCE (4). Being divinely drawn and ad- R 

mitted, we therein, with ſecrecy and ſafety, enjoy emi- | 


nent familiarity with him; are refreſhed and nouriſhed . 
with his delicate proviſion; are enabled and encouraged 5 
to utter all our complaints into his boſom; and have 5 


| the ſecrets of his covenant and promiſe, and ſometimes 

| of his purpoſe and providence, unfalded to our foul. je 
« O ſend forth thy light, and thy truth; let them lead | 
me; let them bring me to thine holy hill; then will I 
go to God's altar, to God mine exceeding joy.” 

2. It is repreſented as a SEEING of God, a WALKING 
in his light, and having his countenance lifted upon us (ci. 
N O the clear, the near, and intimate diſcoveries we there 
1 enjoy of his perfections, promiſes, relations, words, and 
works! With what pleaſure we therein behold his ex- 

cellency and brightneſs! underftand his illucidating 
truths, and eres make progreſs in our heavenly jour- 
ney, cauſing the light of our holy converſation ſhine 
before others, that they may take knowledge of us, 
that we have been with Jeſus! : 
| 3. It reſembles a EEA and well cyarpeD BED (4). 
| O the profound reft we there enjoy, in the perſon, the 
| righteouſneſs, and love of Chriſt ! How ſweetly we ceaſe 


£ (a) Mic, vii. 19. (5) Song. i. 4. and ii. 4. (e) If. ii. 
Ofal. iv. 6. (d, Song i. 16. and ii, 5. 8. N 7 
os | . rom 
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from our ſiuful, legal, and carnal labour, and delight 
ourſelves in the embraces, the familiar diſeoveries of 
Godhead ! How complete is our ſafety from evil! How 
familiarly we converſe with the Moſt High! How melt: 
ing and fructifying are his influences to our heart! 
4. It is called the xiss S of Chri/Ps. mouth (a). By ; 
his various promiſes, how ſweetly are his everlaſting 
kindneſs, mercy, and grace, manifeſted to our ſoul { 
How powerfully: this teſtifieth and aſſures us, that tho? 
he was Angry, his anger is turned away, and he com - 
forteth us! With what delightful influent 4 auimates | 
and enhanceth our love to him! Publ; 
5. It is compared to LiFE (3). 1 5 agile; alerth | 
and active, it renders our ſoul in the work of God i 
How pleaſanti+how myſterious and uſeful iLife, O 
wy Jeſus, lieth in thy favour; natural life is but a death, a 
is hell, without thy N and love, I hren if I: ind 
I fatt in the Lord. 2 © 
15 6. 1E is likenen ho nn (Go. How: 3 | 
d ty we therein drink out of, God's wells of ſalvation! 
drink of the wine of his loving kindneſs, receiving it by 
faith into our heart! How effectually are we thereby 
encouraged and ſtrengthened. How ſweetly our hearts 
forget their former miſery, ow aur r 2 N in ha 
praiſe ! 's „ „nean NAA oof vt 1 
7. It is a cor or 3 32¹ cor RUNNING o- 
ver (d). How delightful; how refreſhing; how ra- 
viſhing our believing views of our redemption! How. 
tranſporting to poſſeſa, 255 know myſelf a poſſęſſor/ of 
that e which, from eternity, employed the 
thoughts of God to deviſe it; and which comprehenda 


ine enjoyment, the e b ee eee An eſa 
ing Da LT SUNG? ee e teal 
225 8. It. nee an nan e -Plentiful 


therein, the Holy Ghoſt o eln ele, Adel. 


influence, and renders; us freſn, eomely, alert, and acd 
tive, in our ſpiritual-warfare and work. O to have am 


05 unct ion from the h wy that I may 1 and da 
0 all things! 1611 71 als 1 114 


297 compared * a matic 1. "Thereit tha 
(42) Song i. 2. (65) Pfal. XXX. 5. (c) Song v. 1. (4) Paal. 
Pi. bd. and wii, 5. (e) 7 A. Ex. i. I. 

— 


— 


$33 A BRIEF/VIEW OF Book 1I. 


bleſſed Spirit of all grace impreſſeth his image on cur 
heart; ſets us aſide from the world to his ſervice; and 
confirms to us our hopes of everlafting ſalvation. Jeſus 
ſets me as a ſea] upon his heart, and as a ſeal upon his 
arm. O happy they, who, after they have believed, 
are thus ſealed with the holy Spirit of promiſe ! | 
10. It is repreſented as a $1TTING ander Chriſt's ſha- 
doau, and FEASTING on his fruit —a $SUPPING together 
wwith his Father and him (a). Being protected and re- 
frefhed by - Jeſus? power, e and love, we 
thereby; in fweet familiarity with divine perſons, with | 
pleafure and joy, believe and acquieſce in the glory to 
God; and abundantly embrace the peace on earth, good. 
auill to men, and rich fulneſs of grace and glory, which 
he, by his mediation, purchaſed and pr>cured for us. 
11. Earneſt defire after this fellowſhip with Chriſh 
and the inward comfort flowing from it, are repreſented 
as a LOVE-SICKNEss (5). In the firſt, what a painful 
preſſure of mind; a trouble, a ſinking of heart; a burn- 
ing deſire after Chriſt; a deteſtation of all wordly | 
things, that offer a ſhadowy comfort, is occaſioned by 7 
his abſence! In the laſt, what a raviſhment, a tranſport, | | 
an inward burning of love to a Redeemer, is produced 

by his preſenee When I deeply taſte a Saviour's love, 

when I lie baſking in his warming rays, how am I ra- I 
viſhed with joy! how fick ! how overcharged with bliſs ! 


= ku cm  . 3 


how all: inflamed with love divine — How I deteſt the 1. 
fweets bf earth Get hence, you miniſters of darkneſs, 1 
you enjoyments of ſenſe, you polluted pleaſures of fin; ¶ by, 
my ſou} abhors your dainty meats.— Get henee, thou wh 
body of fin and death, thou hated clog of error, guilt, BW dif 
and corruption. Get hence, thou mortal life, thou cir- ¶ tua 
cle of repeated woes, vapities, and vexations of ſpirit, 2 
where, ſince ſin and folly” entered, happineſs was its x 
never ſeen.— Ve flowery varieties of earth, ye ſpark · ¶ gaci 
and 


ling glories of the fly, now let me ſhut mine eyes 
en you, and open them on brighter !—O' far bright - par 
er ſcenes !——On God! my Gov! my joy: my hum 
LIFE! my LovER! and my ATI 1— How dehghtfullyF as ( 
my thoughts, with reafon, rave on my loving, dying, 


o * 7Y 


td A | a - 2 Y 4 Hf 
Song d. 3. 4. Rev. iii. 20. (U) Song v. 8. and 


» 


ii. 5- . 27 


living 
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living Lord! Beyond creation's utmoſt line, how: faſt ! 


how far, my wiſhes fly! O how my heart languiſheth- 
) for the habitation, the embrace, the boſom, of the Moſt 
; High.! How ſhe longs to behold my almighty Lover, 
„ in all his pomp of majeſty, and bloom of beauty! How 
| ſhe pants for the Fair ORIGINAL of all that is lovely! 
A for beauty yet unknown ! for intellectual pleaſure yet 
7 untaſted '—By what almighty; what enrapturing ate 
2 traction he now draws my heart How Jeſus lovely 
Ee form meets every thought! fills every view! Beſide him, 


h I behold nothing; beyond him, I deſire nothing. O 
ſweet burning thirſt, to be quenched by nothing but the 
unfathomed ocean oh a fully enjoyed God of love! Is 
this my ſickneſs ? what then that endleſs health above l 
To this, ſwift be my paſſage, ſhort my roads * me 
but ſhut. "y eyes, and ice ** God. | 


CHAP. vn. 


T% — 


Metaphors ann fawing groee, as e 2 
and N - us. | 


J. ala, Dy grace, as a general 2 


HE inward principle, or implanted habit. 
grace, is called the Sriarr (2). It is for 
by, . and reſembleth the Spirit of God. It xeſides in the 
whole ſoul, in all the. ſpiritual powers of man; ; and ĩt 


tual things. 
2. It is called a man (5), for its glorious dignity, 
its marvellous contexture, its eminent prudence; and {a- 
gacity. It ſpreads through our whole man, ſoul, bodys 
and ſpirit. It hath what anſwers to the diſtinguiſhed 
parts and powers of a human body, and faculties of the 
human ſoul. Hope, that mounting grace, is its bead 
E cn. or crimion 3 ſpiritual * and) 20s 


(%) Gal. v. 27. (6) Eoh. iv. 24. and iii. 56. Bong iv. 1. po 
$- and vii. 2.—x. 8 Pet. Hi. 4. 


atop to mind, e delight, and labour in WPiri- | 


TE = " works 
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works are the hairs growing thereon. Faith and ſpiri- 


tual knowledge are its eyes, by which we fee the Son, 
and his inviſible realities; ſee onrſelves in our vileneſs, 
and the world in its vanity, and bring forth tears of 

godly ſorrow, and melting of heart: and its ears, by 
which we hear Jeſus? voice, and diſcern it from the 
voice of a ſtranger: and its 772/e, to ſmell the ſavour of 


his good ointments, and ſagaciouſly to preſcent the 


approach of ſpiritual foes; and to diſcover the inward 
frame of our heart. Hamillity and ſelf denial are its 
bluſhing and beautiful cheeks. Faith, by which we 
taſte that the Lord is gracious, handle the A. of life, 
receive Jeſus as the gift of God, are joined to him, and 
feed upon him, as the bread of life, and nouriſhment 
of our ſoul, is its 907th, hand, and neck. Affectionate 
deſires towards God, are its lip, and breath. Be- 
| lieving embracements, àrdent affection and deſires, are 
its vam and brea/?s, Love and compaſſion are its Se, 
vonvels, and heart; ſpiritual ſtrength, reſignation, and 
patience, are its back. Holy principles, and a goſpel- 
converſation, are its thighs, legs, and feet. See Book 


I. ch. VII. No 5. It is called a yew man. It was not 


originally in our heart ; all things pertaining to it are 
zew, directly oppoſite to the old man of indwelling eor- 
Tuption; a new heart, a new ſpirit, new light, life, 

liberty, new love, affection, memory, and converſation. 


It is called the inner- man of the heart; for though it 


produce an outward holy profeſſion and practice, it 
_ chiefly and formally confilts in the frame, temper, and 
diipofition of our heart, our underſtanding, conſcience, 
vill, and affections. It Is called an hidden man; it is 
hidden from Satan, that he cannot deſtroy it.; from the 
world,” that they cannot underſtand it ; from other 
ſaints; that they cannot certainly difcern it. When 
we walk in fpiritual darkneſs, and are deprived of the 
ſhining of Gad's countenance, we ourfelyes can ſcarce- 
fc obferve it. And how ſafely i is it t laid up, ſesled and 
cured i in Chriſt ! 115 

It. is vepreſented as an ARMED” WARRTOUR ta) 
Doadleſs of danger, ſecure againlt death, it continuaily 
feeks the ruin of, - and by earneft deſire after company 

G yk vi. 0.—18. l n 0 
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by warm oppoſition of inward Juſt, by. reſiſtance, of 


temptation, and ſtudy of diſconformity to carnal men, 
it Sights againſt fin, Satan, and the world. Tt is armed 
with the gzrdle of divine truth, which being applied to 
the heart,-renders it ſtrong and active; with the girdle of 
inabard truth and ſincerity of ſoul, which girds up. the 
loins of the mind, and makes it candid and fober ; with 


the breaſt plate of imputed righteouſneſs, which repels 


the horrid accuſations of Satan, ſecures from condem= 


nation and death; and of faith and love; which render 


our ſoul couragious and ſafe. Armed with the hoes 
of goſpel-truth, a firm eſtabliſhment in the principles 
of which, qualifies to rum alertly, regularly, and fear- 
leſsly, in the field of ſpiritual warfare: with the ſhining, 
ſolid, and impenetrable /:e/d of /aith, eſpecially of the 
divine perſections, as embraced and improven by ſaith, 
to defend the, whole man, and to repel and return on 
Satan himſelf, his fiery, fearful, ſwift, flying, and dan- 
gerous darts of ſeduction ; with the helmet of ſalvation, 
and hope thereof, to ward off deadly, ſtupify ing, and 
eonfounding blows of temptation er trouble. Armed- 
with the mail-coat, and armour of univerſal holineſs and” 
righteouſneſs; on the right hand, and on the le/t, to dam 
the heart of every oppoſer : with the artillery of a// 
prayer and dependence on God, and with the favord of 
the Spirit, Which is the word of God, by which our con- 
{erence is convinced; our corruptions wounded ; temp- 
tations, errors, and herefies; ſolidly refuted aud ruined. 
4. It is repreſented as a DIR ENA TVE, and image 
of God (a): By-him it is conferred on, and produced 
in us; and by it we are permanently conformed to him 
in every imitable perfection, in knowledge, wiſdom, 
power, holinefs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth; are in- 
clined to live on him as our portion, with him as our 
friend, and to him as our laſt end. O when ſhall I 
be perfect as my Father, which is in heaven; is perfect! 


When ſhall I be like him, by ſeeing him as he is-1 


5. It is called an HART (4). It-is the refidence of 
Chriſt and his Spirit, as the life of our ſoul. In ats 
ſeveral graces of knowledge, faith, love, repentance, it 
anſwers to, and fills the ſeveral powers of our ſou}. 

(9). 3 Pet. i. 4+ (6) Pal. Ii. 20. 1 
Ef 6. It 


— — 
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6. It is called an MEART oF FLESH; flerbly table of the 
heart (a). How ſoftened by the love! how readily im- 
Preſſed with the word and providence of God ! how 
. readily it bends under his influence; and refigns to his 
ſovereign will! 
J. It is called Lrrr (3); By the breathing of 15 
word and Spirit, God alone Forms it. How pleaſant, 
precious, and honourable is it! and how comely and active 
m ſerving God, and in promoting: our own happineſs, 
it renders our fou] ! 
8. It is called Liehr (e). To us, how myſterious 
and incomprehenfible is its nature! From the Sun of | 
Tiphteouſneſs it wholly proceeds. And how pure, pe- 
netrating | how act ive, refreſfiſul, enlightening and 
directing to our foul! What a bleſſed prelude and ear- 
neſt of everlaſting felicity * 
9. It is NCORRUPTIBLE SEED conveyed into our heart 
by the word of God (4). Being, with divine labour 
and wiſdom, planted and ſown in our heart, watered with 
he rain and dew of the holy Spirit, and warmed with 
the love, the rays, of the Sun of righteouſneſs, it never 
Tots, or conſumes z never gives place to ſinful Juſt ; but 
*Fouriſheth as corn and trees; and, though in em 
dx grees, brings forth fruit into everlaſting life. 
10. It is a ROOT (e), into which the word of God 
is ſpiritually ingrafted ; and which, being of an abiding 
and fixed nature, produceth many Chriſtian tempers, 
and gracious exerciſes, and grows up very gradually.” 
11. It refembes a SAN of muftard- ſeed (, . From 
'the ſmalleſt beginnings, it grows up, till it be.exceed- 
ſtröng⸗ viſible, and uſeful, for the ſeaſoning: and 
.improvment of providence, and for the protection of 
our ſoul. How fweetly this leſs than handful of ſeed, 
| © eafſt*int6 the tops of mountains, into our rocky barren 
| heart, ſhakes with fruit! O how the POTTERS graces 


d - n 
ml, 7 


* flouriſh ! how the good works abound ! * 

12. It reſembles an HEAT or wREAT /e about with 2 

22 El. O the excellenoy 3 ; the abundance ; the va ef 
@ Ezck. vi. * 858 Cor. its 3 | (65 1 John v. 10 
00 ph. v. 8. (4) x Pet. i. 23. 1 John. iii 9 (e) Matth. 


vii. 17. 18. and xi. 33. and xni. 21. Mark. iv. 28. % Matth 
8 31. 32. (E) Song vii. 2. 4 ; 3: i HK 
- Net) 
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(a) Song 1. ta. 
(4) Song vii. 13. 
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riety of particular graces ! the purity, permanency, and 
folidity thereof ! No wind of temptation, nor fan of 
perſecution, can drive it away. What delightful nou- 
riſhment to Chriſt and his people! How orderly ſur- 


ScrIPFURE-METAPHORS. 


rounded with /y-l/ike promiſes, and evangehcal' good 


works! | 
11. It is compared to $SPIKENARD (a). How low 

and centemptible, in the view of carnal men! but how 
precious and fragrant to Chrilt and his ſaints * How ef- 
fectually it warms, nouriſheth, preferves from corruption, 
ſtren ns and refreſheth our heart! When ſeſus, our 
King, is ſenſibly preſent, how ſweetly it ſends forth the 
fmell thereof, in heavenly deſire, and holy exerciſe ! 

12. It may be compared to MANDRAKEsS'(b). Ine 
very form, how delightful, fragrant, and comely 1! How 
powerfully it cools our indwelling luſt; our fiery pertur- 
bations of ſoul ? heals our ſpiritual maladies! attracts 
our affections to Jeſus * and renders us fruitful in good 
works “ | 2 teen, eee 
13. It reſembles all pleaſant fruits, and chief ſpices of 
eamphire, calamus, ſaffron, &c. (c). What a flourift» 
ing, fragrant, and delightful garden of God, it renders 
our wilderneſs foul! How diverfified: its various forms 
of faith, of hope, of love, repentance, humility, pati- 


ence, refignation,. and the like! How rare, precious, 
and pleafant! How effectually it cheers our heart! pre- 
ſerves from fpiritual corruption and rottenneſs ! Ho 
ever: green, incorruptible, and growing! How whole 


ſome and medieinal to our faul! And do not ſome par- 
ticular graces, of faith, hope, love, like calamus, 


camphire, and myrrh, aſcend on high, mount toward 
Jeſus and heavenly things; while repentance, ſelf denial, 
- patience, reſignation, like ſpikenard and ſaffron, coueh 
- beneath ieh! ung tt Ru Sc 1 


14. It reſembles all manner of PLEASANT FRUITS, 


neau and old, laid up at our gates for Chriſt (d). O the 
abundance and variety of particular graces! How con- 
ſtantly they rec eive new ſupply from ſeſusꝰ felneſs! and 


add to their former growth! And for his pleaſure and 


bonour, their whole exerciſe in divine ordinances, and 


659 Song vii. 13. (c) Song ive 12. 13. 


manifeſtation 
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| manifeſtation to the nw is deſigned and calculated. 


15. It is compared to Goop GO (a), on which 
the gad ſeed of God's word being ſown, brings forth a- 
bundance of fruits of holineſs, to the honour of God, 
and the advantage of our ſoul. 

16. It is compared to all the powDErs of the aca, 
or apothecary (b). — diverſified and various the par- 
ticular graces of it! How rich and coſtly! purchaſed by 
Feſus' blood; compounded by his {kil] ; and received 


out of his fulneſs; how effectually they perfume our 


nature and work ! and render it amiable to God aud 
his people ! 

I7. It 1s compared to SALT (e). It is of a Sutobls 
and purifying nature. It pricks, pains, and puts away 
our corruption. It preferves us from becoming rotten, 
unſavoury, and noiſome in our difpotition and practice. 
It heals our ſoul ; and teſtifies our friendſhip and recon- 


eiliation with God. Be you, my heart, my ſpeech, m 


work, always ſeaſoned with it. 

8. It is compared to LEAven (d). However weak, 
and inconſiderable at firſt, it gradually, powerfully, and 
- often infenfibly, conquers and transforms our whole 
heart and life, into its likeneſs and image ! : 


109. It is compared to a CHAIN OF GOLD about the 
neck (e); conſiſting of the precious, folid, laſting, and 
diverſified links of knowledge, hope, humility, meekneſs, 


love, repentance, zeal, thankfulneſs, contentment, ſin- 


cerity, Or. beautifully connected. It flows from, and 
depends on our ſpiritual zeck of the premiſe, and, word: 
of God; and ſurrounds, acai and 1 ie” 


neck of our faith. 


20. It reſembles xows oF JEWELS on the eek ; BoR- 


DERS or GOLD with STUDS OF SILvER (J). How di- 


ſtinguiſned the value, the purity, the adorning. and en- 
riching virtue of theſe various graces! In what comely 
order, and beautifying influence, they appear in an holy, 


humble life! How agreeable, when theſc golden bor- 


ders are attended with oo” gift and holy hate of- 


n 1 


(aa) Matth. xili. 8. 23. Luke viii. 15. (8) Song iii. 6. 
Ae) Mark ix. 30 (d) Matth. aii 23. 0 Song i 1. 10. 11. 


Ibid. 
v. 21. It 
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21. It is called a oo TREASURE (a). It is very pre- 
cious, uſeful, and enriching; and by means of it, we are 
enabled to give much glory to God, and do much 27 


to men. 


22. It, with its artendifays benefits, are like 'G6oLD 
TRIED in the fre (b). How precious, pure, ſubſtan- 
tial, ſatisfying, and durable! No fiery oraeles of hea- 
ven, no furnaces of fiery troubles, can deſtroy them ; but 
diſcover their diſtinguiſhed value. May ] ever lay up 


this gold as the duſt ; and as the ftones of the brook. 


| 23. It 1s compared to a ROBE (c). Skilfully it is fra- 
med by the power and wiſdom of God. Effectually it 
warms, adorns, and protects our heart. My ſgul, be 
thou clothed herewith. Let it adorn my inward pow- 
ers, and ſhine forth in my converſation. h 


8 W NN—‚- 


Metaphors reſpeftin g particular grocer, knowledge, 
faith, hope, love, repentance, zeal, humility. 


I. Metaphors reſpecting knowledge. ; 


„ SPiritual knowledge is a FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 1 (4). 
It ſhews us the nature of life, ſpiritual and eternal, 

* the means of attaining it. It refines and ſanctiſies our: 
natural life; is the means of ſpiritual; and the means, 
beginning, and earneſt of eternal. It, teacheth and en- 
gageth our heart to receive Jeſus, the reſurrection and 
the life, into our heart; and it is eternal life to know the 
only true Ged, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he bath ſent. 
2. Saving knowledge. and true faith reſemble EYES 
and EAR8 (e). Thereby our ſouls are adorned and beau- 
tified, Thereby we diſcern the truth; behold the per- 
ſon, and apprehend the work of Chrid; and his Father, 
We efpy our path of. duty, avoid dangers, and obtain 
exactneſs in our, work. We attend to, and hear the 
voice of the Son, the word, the providence of God; 
hear, that our ſoul: may live \ ; hearken and hear, for 
the time to come; are led out, to realize, and * 
for, an eternal ſtate. | 
(a) Matth. xiii. TY rand *. 3 (569 So 111. 19. 9 Fph. 


Iv. 24 (ad) Prov. xvi. 22. (e2 Song vii. 4. If. lv. 3. 
SH | 3 They 
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3. They reſemble poves Eyts (a), becauſe of their 
purity, their clearneſs, their lovelineſs, meekneſs, ſingle- 
neſs; their chafte affection to Chriſt, and quick diſcern- 
ing of wholeſome provifion to our ſoul. | 

4. They may be compared to the FisH4-PooLs 7 
Heſhbon, by the gate of Bathrabbim (b), becauſe of their. 
beauty, their perſpicuity, their unmoveableneſs, their 
abundant ſupply from Jeſus, the Fountain of living wa- 
ters: and for their tendency to diſcover ourſelves to us; 
that we may thereby be induced to hearty repentance, 
holy modeſty, cordial humility, and eminent ſelf. denial. 

5. Spiritual knowledge, prudence, and faith, re- 
ſemble the nos (c). By them we reliſh the fragrancy 
of ſpiritual things; diſcern - the noiſome nature of ſin, 
the dangerous approach of our ſpiritual enemies, and 
the unſavourineſs of created evjoyments. By theſe is 
our religious appearance ie, > beautified. By 
the exerciſe thereof, do our apple-like ſmelling breath 
of holy deſires and endeavours, mark the inward ſound- 
neſs of our heart. IT "= 


II. Farther metaphors reſpecting faith. 


5. Faith is our ſpiritual mourn (4). Thereby we 
tafte and ſee that God is good: we receive Tefu 


s as 0 
the food of our foul: we expreſs our mind to God in 
prayer and praiſe ; and to our neighbours, in holy and | 

_ edifying converſe ; for whatſoever is not of faith, 1 

is ſin. 125 | 1 
6. It is our ſpiritual TEETH (e); by which we chew t 
the bread of life in holy meditations, heavenly defires, 2 
and affured perſuaſions of his being the all-ſuited, the all- 8 
comprehending, and unſpeakable gift of God to us. ci 
7. It is our ſpiritual necx (/); which joins us to v 
Jeſus our glorious Head; is the means of our corre - g 
ſpondence with, and receiving nouriſhment from him; a1 

ſupports our towering grace of hope; and renders us 
Rately and glorious. E 
8. It is our ſpiritual uANDSaud Au us (g); by which an 

(a) Song i. 15. and iv. 1. (69 Song vii. 4. (c) Song vii. 4. 8. 

(#) Pal. Ixxx1. 10. (e) Song vi. 6. (J) Song i. 10. and vii. 4. = 
| "04 1. 


Ce) Song v. 85. | | 
2 | we 
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we receive and embrace the all-glorious Redeemer ;_ 


hold him fait by his promifes, work out our ſalvation 
with fear and trembling ; war againſt, and conquer 
our ſpiritual foes ; and how pleafantly it drops with the 
feveet-ſmelling myrrh of Jeſus? influence, when he gra- 
ciouſly opens and draws out our heart! 

9. It reſembles a newly-2a/hed, even-ſhorn, and fuit- 
ful FLock (a). How ſelf- conſiſtent, are its various 
acts! all waſhed in a Saviour's blood and Spirit! all 
fed in the paſture of his word; and bringing forth a- 
bundant fruits of holineſs to the Ronour of God! 

10. It is like the Tower / David, builded for an ar- 
moury (b). How inexpreſſibly high, firm, and im- 


pregnable! and ufeful to defend our ſouls ;- or annoy 


their foes ! How richly ſtored with all the armour of 
God! Like a fower of ivory, how ſelf- conſiſtent, pre- 
cious, comely, and ſtrong! And like the tower of Leba- 
non looking toward Damaſcus ; it, with our ſpiritual 
knowledge and prudence, chiefly watches againſt, and 
oppoſes our unbelief, our pride, our , and other 
Syrian-like principal enemies of our ſoul. 

11. It is compared to a $HIELD (c). Depending on, 
and improving God in Chriſt as our Shield, and our ex- 
ceeding great reward, it turns every way, and eminently 
contributes to protect our inner- man, from all the fiery 
darts of the devil. | S- 
12. It is compared to'coLD TRIED in the fire (d). 


How pure, precious, durable, and uſeful! How tries 


in the fire of God's probatory word! and in the fire of 
temptation and trouble ! It is much more precious than 
geld. It is the purchaſe of Jefus' blood; the diſtin- 
guiſhed gift of Jexovan's hand. It adorns our foul, 
conforms us to the image of God. It ferniſheth us 
with ſpiritual life, liberty, health, - nouriſhment, and 
glory, from the fulneſs of Chriſt. Nor can thieves, or 
any creature, deprive us of it. 

13. Faith and love reſemble uus towering BREASTS (e). 
How near and comely their connection! What mutual 
and affectionate embracers of Jeſus, the beloved! All 


. @) Song iv. 2. . Song. Iv. 4. (c) Eph, vi. 16. | (4) x Pet. 


1. 7. (c) Song vill. 10. 


the 


3489 A BRIEF VIEW OF Book III. 


the night of trouble and time, he lies: in their midſt, 
— What an abundant ſource of edification to others 

around! How ſure a- token of our ripeneſs for the 

celeſtial marriage with Chriſh is their eminent growth 

in our ſoul. 

14. They reſemble TWIN ROES ſeeding among li- 
lies (a). What harmony, lovelineſs, and vivacity are 
in them / What oppoſition to Satan and his ſerpentine 
ſeed ! What fad haraſſment and trouble, they, eſpecially 
in a day of carnal ſecurity, receive from thoſe ! But 
how glorious and ſurpriſing, though difficult, are their 
conqueſts! How delightfully they dwell in the heart of 
Ay like ſaints, and are nouriſhed among the lilies of 
Sal el- truth! : 

15. They reſemble WINGS (3). In the e 
Backs by the breathing of the Holy Ghoſt, we fly 
above this world, and its earthly concerns; above the 
clouds of ignorance, guilt, and affliction; and aſcend 
to J eſus, our exalted Saviour, and the things above. N 
16. They are compared to a BREAST-PLATE (c). | 
Conſtantly For effectually they protect our heart from 
Satan's temptations, or the hurt-thereof-; and en the 


hurt or r horror 1 roybls, 1 


III. Met er „ede hope. | 


2. Hope reſembles a (4). Supported by faith 
as a neck, it mightily tends to preſerve us from finking 
amidſt waves of adverſity. It is an eſpecial ſeat of our 
ſpiritual vivacity, courage, and beauty. And, when 
lively, it Producctir an unnumbered multitude of 8 
works. k i 
25: $i The -reſemiſes_ Cannes le FE How heavenly. its 

height, foundation, and object! How wide its proſpect 
of the promiſed land! and of the ſea, the ocean of 
endleſs duration How noted its fragrancy and Fruits 

{ulneſs. 23 | | 
4 reſembles N ( 50 Cbriſ crucified is our 
hope, the author, foundation, and object of it. Through 
his bloody death, we obtain a gcod hope, are begotten 

Song i. 3. {4)If, x. 30. (e) 1 Theſſ. yrs. (d) Song 


vin s. e) Ibid. (J) Ibid. 5 
25 through 
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through his reſurrection to a lively hope; and to be 
with him for ever, is the fum, the all, for which we 
hope. ; | 
: It is an Avchox ſure and fledfaſt, entering into 
gat within the vail (a). Through well-grounded 
hopes of heaven our fouls are ſæcured, that no weight 
can fink our ſpirit ; tio ftorm of temptation can drive us 
away; no floods of tribulation can hurt or diſmay us. 
Fix, my ſoul, thy anchor, thy hope, to a ſtrong faith 
within thee-z caft it forth of thyſelf. Fix it in Jeſus, 
the immoveable rock, and the unſeen ſcenes of a diſtant, 
y a celeftial world. | "8 
7 6. It is compared to an RETMTr (3). What fignal 
protection and ſafety it affords to our ſoul ! How ter- 
rible it renders us to our ſpiritual enemies! How bold 


: and undaunted in fighting with, reſiſting, aud attack - 
„ 

IV. Metaphors reſpecting laue; four of which are joined 

). | with thoſe of faith. 83 IE 15 

5 5. Love is compared to DEATH and the AVE (c). 

F Tt conquers our heart, and every oppofer: renders us 

dead to our luſts, our righteouſneſs, our wiſdom, our 

will, our carnal. profit or honor. It diſpoſeth us to 

die for the honour and teſtimony of Jeſus, and for the 

h ſpiritual intereſts of his people. Like the grave, it ſe- 


Parateth us from the world, and inſatiably hungers and 
thirſts after the fulneſs of Chriſt. . | 
6. It is compared to coAL3 OF FIRE, that have a meſ# 
| wehement flame: and zeal for Chriſt is likened to a cox- 
fuming fire which eats us up (d). Our love being fixed on 
a known, though unſeen Redeemer, how it melts our 
heart! inflames our defire after him! purifies our ſoul 
from the droſs of corruption! inſatiably preſſeth after 
further fellowſhip and conform ty with him! Nor can 
floods of ungodly men, of perſ.cution, affliction, temp- 
tation, deſertion, corruption, or la- terrors, quench 
or deſtroy it. True zeal burns up, not theſe around us, 
(a) Heb. vi. 719. 2 (5) 1 Theſſ. v. 83. (c) Song viii. 89 
() Seng viii. G. Pſal. Ixiz. 9. ard exix. 139. 


G g : with 
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with carnal] contention, and angry reviang 5 but our 
own heart, with grief and concern that Jeſus is diſho- 
noured; and with earneſt deſire and endeavour to have 
him exalted. | : 

7. Love and harmony among brethren in nature, 
office, or profeſſion, is like oIixTU ENT and DEW (a). 
How it refreſheth, exhilarates, beautifies, and ſpiri - 
tually fructiſies themſelves and others around / 


V. Miapbori reſpecting repentance. 


1. Repentance is repreſented as a BROXENNESS and 
RENDING of heart (5). How, therein, the hammer of 
God's word and providence breaks our heart to pieces ! 
How our whole ſoul is preſſed and pained with views of 
her own ſinfulneſs! How ready to be melted with Jeſus? 
love, and formed as he pleaſeth! 

2. It is repreſented as an ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE (c). 
While looking on a crucified Chriſt, we mourn, and in 
his name requeſt forgiveneſs, how highly God regards 
our exerciſe ! how readily he grants our petitions ! 


| vi » Metaphors reſpe@ing hamility. 


— Humility is repreſented as an ornamenT and 
nog (4). Eminently ought it to appear in our whole 
converſation, which is thereby rendered valuable, come- 
ly, and. glorious, in the view of God, angels, and men, 


s = © 2 un 
V the exerciſe of grace. 


L. UR exerciſe of implanted grace, -— exiled a Dx»: 
ING (e). Thereby our love to, and our aQi- 


vity in the ſervice of fin, Satan, and the world, do, by fo | 
virtue of Jeſus? death applied to our heart, and through. unt 
the painful exerciſe of repentance, gradually weaken, lou 
abate, and ceaſe. Ma 1 die to fin daily. May I, for 


through the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the. body. 
(a) PC. cxxxiii. 1. 2. 3. (6) Pal. li. 17. Joel ii. 13. (c) Pſal. 

B. 17. (4) 1 Pet. iii. 42 and v. I (e) Rom. vi. 6, 7. and 

— 4 | 7-4 Ii 
2. 
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2. It is repreſented as a Living (a). Proceeding 
from God the fountain of life, how pleaſant, honour- 
able, active, and uſeful it is; for advancing his glory 

and our own and others eternal advantage! Chriſt, in 
his perſon and fulneſs, is the food whick we receive by 
faith. God is our dwelling. He, his angels and ſaints, 
are our companions. Holy defire, prayer, and praiſe, 
are our ſpiritual breath. Obedience to Jeſus' law, is 
our motion and work. | 
3. It is repreſented as a CALLING ; an OCCUPATION 
VOCATION 3 or BUSINESS (5). To proceed therein, we 
mult know the myſteries of the goſpel, concerning Je- 
ſus, in his perſon, his offices, relations, benefits, andfor- 
dinances ; and concerning ourſelves, in our ſtate, our 
qualities, and duties. We muſt have a ſtock of impu- 
ted righteouſneſs, implanted grace, and exceeding great 
and precious promiſes. We mult underftand the nature 
and worth of ſpiritual and heavenly things. We muſt 
daily attend to the exerciſe of holineſs, as our great, our 
important work. We muſt carefully abide at home, 
keeping our heart, watching over, and ordering our 
converſation. Frequently, by ſelf-examination, we mu 
diſtinctly ſtate our bufineſs, our accounts; and clear 
4 them by application of Jeſus? blood. Our ſtock being 
his, his glory is to be intended in every thing we do. 
Always ought we to thrive in grace, and know that we 
wh | » | 
do ſo. No labour or pains are to be ſpared, that we 
_ may perfect holineſs in the fear of God. How ſignally 
do quick returns of prayer, and eminent communications 
ef grace, increaſe our ſtock, and animate our diligence ! 
And how rich ſhall this bleſſed occupation render us, in 
our Jaſt end! Godlineſs with contentment is great gain, 


Mm -—- *® 


having the promiſes of this life, and of that which is to 
i- come. Apply to it, my ſoul, in every branch thereof; 
by fo number thy days that thou mayeſt apply thy heart 
gh. IM} unto wiſdom, and learn God's truth; plough up the fal- 


low ground of thy heart, accepting his rod and word 
for thy conviction and contrition. Deny thyſelf; a- 
wake, ſhake off thy drouſineſs and floth ; beware of 
prodigal waſting of .Jerovan's bounty; whatfoeyer 
things are — whatſoever things are lovely, aud of 
(s) Gal. H. 26. (5) John vi. 26. Phil. ii. 13. 
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gaod report, Bay, freely and deliberately receive, out of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt; and, together with God, work 
out thy ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
4. It is repreſented as a wal. K or Journey (a). With 
hope and earneſt deſire to obtain the better country, we 
therein chooſe Jeſus and his law for our way, and with 
pleaſure proceed from one degree of grace, or act of ho- 
* lineſs, to another, till at length we appear before Godt 
in the heavenly Zion. It is a walking in Chrift, a prac- 
tical png and increafing improvement of his perſon, 
righteouſneſs, and fulneſs: it is a walking after the Set 
xIT; directed and influenced by the Holy Ghoſt ; it is 
a walking with God; beholding, loving, truſting in, 
receiving all from, and refting ſatisfied in him. It is a 
walking humbly and mournfully with him, in the faith 
of his preſence with us, as our God, our Father, our 
Friend, and our Guide ; daily loathing, and mourning 
ever our corruptions and offences done to him. It is a 
nvalking before him; with reverence of, and as in hig 
immediate preſence, and in hope of direction and reward 
from him. It is a walking in his name, as his ſervants, 
influenced by his power and promiſe, directed by hs 
Jaw, and intended to his honour. It is an «pright walk, 


aa 


| 

. 

our purpoſe and practice uniformly concurring to advance 5 
the glory of God. It is a walking circumſpectly, redeem: : 
ng the time ; attending to every circumſtance of our f 
practice, that we may regulate it, by the divine law; i 
that we may value time as a precious jewel, and under K 
a a deep ſenſe of former ſinfulneſs and floth, exert ow . 
whole care and might to improve our preſent opportu BY 1 
nit ies, to the glory of God. It is a ws/king with the 8 
aviſe ; making thoſe who are taught of God our patterns = 
and companions in every good word and work. FF 
5. It is called a RACE ſet before ws (b). In the word * 
of God, is the way, the troubles attending, the method BY f 
of courſe, the pattern, and prize, ſet before us, The fo 


race plot, is this preſent world; the prize, the heaveng i ,, 
lory ; the path, Jeſus and his law. Being ſupported ay 

„ and looking te him, as our forerunner and pattern, i 

ve muſt labour and ſuffer for bim; and with agilizn 


(a, Col. ii. 6. Rem. viii. 14. (b) Heb, X11. I. 2. 
| | ' readineſs, 
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readineſs, cheerfulngfs, vigour, and patience, preſs for- 
ward, from one degree of grace tn another, till we be- 
come perfect, as our Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

6. It is called a Go up through the wilderneſs 
leaning on the beloved (a). Finding no reſt, eaſe, or 
ſatisfaction, in this deſart world, or in the barren be- 
wildering ſtate of fin, or condition of eftrangement 
from God, we muſt turn away our defire, our delight, 
and expectation therefrom; and in a ſtate of union to, 
exerciſe of intimacy with, and dependence on Jeſus? 
, zerſon, righteouſneſs, and ſtrength, walk-in him, and 
1s bie word, as our way; and with aſſiduous labour, vigour, 


Ny and prudence, ſurmount every towering impediment of 
* ignorance, unbelief, of temptation, perſecution, deſer- 
th tion, of terror and guilt ; following on to know the 
ur Lord, till we are ſet down on his right hand. | 

ng 7. It is repreſented as a LUSTING and WARFARE 2—- 
2 WY gain/ the fech (5). In it our new man of inward grace, 
his fe a ſtrong and active ſpirit, wills, chooſeth, and fol- 
ard lows after, the things which tend to the deſtruction of 
its, fin, Therein.is our whole man, ſoul, body, and ſpirit, 
hs with ſkill, courage, patience, and preſeverance, to op- 
alks poſe, fight agzinſt, and by all poſſible means, ſeek the 
ck deſt rut ihn of indwelling luſt ; to fight againſt Satan, 
em: reſiſting and labouring to overcome his temptations ; to 
= fight againſt the world, trampling on its alluring entice- 
W; 8 


ments, deſpiſing its frowns, oppoſing its wicked errors, 


nder and abominable practices; and againſt multitudes of 

our afflictions, patiently enduring them. It it a goed fight. 
rY It is for the god cauſe of God and truth; under a good 
| 1 


captain, Jeſus Chriſt; it is to be performed in a good 
method, according to the law of God, with the good 
armour of God, and in the good and well- grounded 


word BY hope of a good victory and ſpoil, an ineſtimable crown 
thod | Plory, life, and righteouſneſs, It is a fight of faiths 

5 fouggzt to maintain the doctrine of faith once delivered to 
venir | 


the ſaints ; and by the grace of faith, is ſtanding, and 
victory therein ſignally obtained. | es 
8. It is repreſented as a KEEPER and EXALTER of 4 
nation (c). "What a bleſſed means of preſerving it from 


(z) Song viii. 5. (3) Gal. v. 17. Eph. vi. 10619, 
21mm. iv. 8, (c) Prov. xiii. 6. and xiv. 34. | 


1 fig 


ineſe⸗ 
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fin and danger, are v//Jom and knowledge, —real religion 
and righteouſneſs! How gloriouſly they exalt the cha- 
raters of perſons! increaſe and eftabliſh their proſperi- 
ty and happineſs! : | 
9. It is compared to the GROWTH of perſons, herbs, 
and trees (a). Notwithſtanding our frequent ſickneſs, 
and fad blaſts of temptation, and froſt-like prevalency 
of indwelling luſts, the daily application of Jeſus, as 
our bread of life, and of the watering and warming in- 
fluences of his Spirit and love, make holineſs in heart 
and life pleaſantly and inſenſibly to revive and inereaſe, 
till we be tipe for everlaſting glory, havin attained | 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. - 
10. True godlineſs is called the FEAR of the Lord (5). 
With a reverential fcar of, and love to him, are all its 
exerciſes and bleflings attended. And truly this is the 
beginning of wiſdom; a beginning to choole the better 
part, never to be taken away. | 
11. It is called wispom (c). Hereby we cheoſe 
the beft friend, companion, huſband, and portion ; diſ- 
cern the things that differ; follow after righteouſneſs, 
peace, charity; and run in the way of God's command- 
ments. And by improving Jeſus Chriſt, as our righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength, take a proper method to per- 
form goſpel holineſs, and obtain the divine acceptance 
thereof. j | „ 
12. The path of the juſt is repreſented as shIxIxe 
LIGHT, ſhinins more aud more unto the perfect day (d). 
From ſmall beginnings, their knowledge, their holi- 
neſs and comfort gradually, my ſteriouſly, and pleaſant» 
ly increaſe, till they be ſwallowed up in the noon-tide 
brightneſs of eternal glory. Nor can any cloud over- 
take them, which ſhall not be quickly removed. Sure- 
ly then their path is pleaſant, plain, clearly laid down 
in God's word, and without theſe ſnares and ſtumbling 
blocks which lie in the way of the wicked. Surely 
this is a way above, wherein heavenly things are chiefly | 
attended. A way of {i/e, marking life al, and ne 
preparing for life eternal. | 


(a) Eph. iv. 15. Hof. xiv. 5. 1. () Pal. cxi. 10. (c) Prov. vi. 
Je a» (4) Prov. iv. 18. | = GC 
. 5 „ 13. Holy 
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13. Holy exerciſes reſemble Lites (a). Numbers 
of them ſpring from one root or principle of faith. How 
pure! comely ! high! and heaven- bending ! the better 
they are, the more humility and ſelf denial are mixed 
with them. RS . 

14. Holy exerciſes, real religion, and true wiſdom, 
are a TREE OF LIFE (5). They ſhew a heart quicken- 
ed by the Spirit of God; and do bring forth the good 
fruits of ſpiritual Iivelinefs here, and of life eternal, 
heat. | | | 

15. Holy exerciſes are called the EN rrvuITs of 
the valley; and the gu bs or Frvirts of the faints, theſe 
trees of righteouſneſs (c). In conſequence of our im- 
plantation into Chriſt, and union with him, they gra- 
dually, one after another, appear in our life, and 2re 
but imperfect, while we continue on earth. - 
16. Holinefs of life is ealled a 80winG in righteouſe 
neſs; a so] in tears, and to the Spirit (d). In 
practiſing it, we, in the ſolid hope of eternal glory, 
carefully work righteouſneſs; - amidſt grief and ſorrow, 
we follow the dictates and operation of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and act as influenced by, and to the advantage of our 
new nature. And O what mercy, joy, and immortal 
happineſs, we ſhall reap in the final, the eternal hare 
. EZ, TEES 
17. The fear of the Lord is a rounTain of life (e). 


How ee its inJuence / What endleſs glory ! In 


what immortal life will it break forth at laſt! From 
thee, O fountain of living waters, is my life, my fruit 
foun = | | 

18. Wiſdom, or real religion, is repreſented as an 
ORNAMENT 3 and righteouſneſs as BRIGHTNESS (/). 
How precious in itſelf * how dearly purchaſed with 
Jeſus* blood! How notably it adorns our nature and 
life ! maketh our face and converſatian to ſhine ! and 
will iſſue in the brightneſs of everlaſting glory !— 

19. Experimental knowledge of real religion is like 
HONEY and the HONEY COMB (g). How ſweet and ra- 


(a) Song vii. 2. (6) Prov. iii. r8. and iv. 13. (e) Song 
vi. 11. (4) Prov. xi. 18. (e) Prov. xiv. 26. / Iſ. Ixii. 1 · 
) Prov. iii. 13-—36, | 


vidhing ! 
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viſhing! Nor can any one know the excellency there- 
of, without taſting it; ſtrangers do not intermeddle 
with the ſaints joy. | 
20. True religion is compared to $1LvER, and an 
HID TREASURE (a). How comely, precious, and en- 
riching! How unknown to moſt of mankind! With 
what diligence 1t is to be fought for! With what 
joy the finding of it fills our ſoul, and in what happi- 
neſs it ends. | Don 
21. Prayer is repreſented as MEDITATION; SUPPLI- 
CATION j INTERCESSION ; CRYING (5) ; to denote the 
ſolid judgment, deep humility, familiarity, and ears 
neſtneſs, therein to be exerciſed. | 
22. It is repreſented as a pouring out of the heart; lift- 
ing up of the foul to God; breathing and panting fer 
him (c) ; to denote the inward fervency proper therein, 
2z3. It, with ſome other religious worſhip, is called 
a ſtanding, a kneeling, a bowing, a falling down before 
the Lord (4); in alluſion to the geftures therein uſed; 
and to denote the reverence proper to attend it. 

24. Praiſing of God is repreſented by 8novTiING'; 
and by 89UNDING or PLAYING en muſical inſtru- 
ments (e); in alluſion to the ſervice of the Jewiſh tem- 
ple; and to mark the folemn ſweetneſs and joy of 
heart included in this exerciſe, bn 92 

25. Humiliation for fin is repreſented as a putting on 
SACKCLOTH ; as an ABHORRING of oxe's SELF ; a lying, 
or ROLLING ene's ſelf in the DUST ; a putting our MOUTH 

in the pusT /. To denote the ſhame, the ſenſe of 
unworthineſs, the fear and bluſhing before God, inclu- 
ded therein. "” N 

26. Beneficence to others is called a wark RINA 

them; a SCATTERING 3 a CASTING BREAD pon the 
avaters (g); to mark, how it refreſheth and nouriſheth 
the poor object; how liberally, and without proſpect 


of requital, it is to be exerciſed. 
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(a) Prov. ii 4 (5 PC]. 4. 2. 1 Tim. ti. 1. #c) Pal, 
Ixii. 8. and xxv. 1. Lam. iii. 56. (4) Pſa} xcv. 6. and 
-EXIXiV. .. (e) If. x1. 6. Pal. el. (F) Joel. i. 13. Job 
Allii. 6. Lam. Iii. 29. (2) Prov. xi. 2 4+ AS» Eccleſ. xi. 1. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Metaphors reſpeRting fin, the oppoſite of grace, in ite 
nature, its ſlate, courſe, kinds, temptations. 


I. Metaphors reſpecting fn in general, or as inherent. 


1. H E indwelling fin of our nature is compared 
to a KING and MASTER (a). With great 

force and authority, it ruleth in, and over the wicked. 
Their heart 1s its palace and throne ; devils, wicked 
men, and worldly things, are its armies and guard; 
every method of oppoſition to God is its law. By an 
amazing, powerful, and conſtant urgency, it mightily 
compels its unregenerate fubjects to do whatſoever it liſt- 
eth, however vile or fſaviſh ; nor can any created pow» 
er ſubdue and conquer it. | | 
2. It is compared to a waRRIOUR (5). Armed with 


the curſe of the broken law, delivering us up to fpiritual 


death, it, with the utmoſt ſubtlety, averſation, oppoſi- 
tion, enmity, and violent rage, fights againſt God; his 
Son, his Spirit, his word, and grace; and, with reſtleſs 
violence and crafty ftratagems, alway exerts its influ- 
577 th ſubdue our whole man into an entire ſlavery to 
itſelf. | i f 
3. It is compared to a Man (c). It ſpreads through 
every part of our ſoul and body; fills our heart with all 
unrighteouſneſe, unbelief, pride, debate, deceit, malignity, 
high, vain, and vile imaginations and affections. In 
our mind, it is ignorance, vanity, pride, error, and craf- 
tineſs; in our conſcience, it is ſearedneſs, partiality, or 
rage; in our will, weakneſs, averſion, and enmity to 
every thing good; in our affections, it is earthlineſa, fil 


thinefs, diſorder. It flls our mouth with curſing and 


bitterveſs ; renders our ears open to error and filthineſs ; 
our eyes apt to behold vanity, /ifted up, and full of adut- 
&ry; our bands apt to perpetrate evil; and our feet 
fevift to ſhed bloads It is an ald man. It is in us from 
our conception; and is alway pre- exiſtent to our grace. 


| (a) Rom, v. 21. ( Rom. vii. 2.3. (c)- Eph. iv. SZs. 
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And however crafty, peeviſh, and proud it be; yet in 
the ſaints, it is in a weakened and languiſhing condition. 

4. Indwelling lufls may be called our moTHER's 
CHILDREN (a). By our mother we are conceived and 


born in them. They have no origin or allowance from 
God our heavenly Father. Alas! how they grow up 


with vs from our birth ! What a curſed intimacy is be- 


tween them, and our foul! Alas! how they render us 


the keepers of the vineyards ! how they entangle or force 


us into the moſt baſe and ſervile courfes, to the neglect 


of our own heart, practice, e Nce, or intereſt ! 


5. It is repreſented as a WIN ESS Or WRITTEN TE- 
STIMONY (5). How deeply it is engraven on our heart! 


How irrefragably its reign there, and our habitual vo- 


luntary commiſnon of actual tranſgreſſions, teſtify be- 
fore God, and our awal:ened DT that we are 
unregenerate enemies to our Maker! children of Satan! 
incapable to recover ourſelves! unripe for heaven ! rich 
deſervants, and infeoffed heirs of endleſs mifery ! - and 
teſtify, that God 1s righteous in correcting and puniſh» 
ing us ! | ; | | | 5 Fa 
6. It is repreſented as an uncommon DECE1vER (4). 
It deceiveth and renders deceitful all mankind; renders 
our heart deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked; renders it more deceiving to us, than Satan 


himſelf. It promiſeth us pleaſure and profit in offend». 
ang God; and maketh us imagine that we enjoy them, 


while we are conſumed by it; and that we procure 
wealth, while we loſe our ſoul, and every thing good ot 
uſeful, and pierce ourſelves through with many forrows. 
How often it perſuades us that we obtain liberty, while 
weenſlave ourſelves into the cruelleſt bondage! that we 


are men of wiſdom, while we wax blind and ignorant! 


that we make religion our great buſiheſs, while we wal- 
low in fin, heartily loathing, and deteſting every thing 
good * that inward wickedneſs is of ſmall account ! that 
fin may be repented of, and turned from, at pleaſure ! 
How often it hurrieth us, from one extreme to another! 
How ſtrangely it adorns the vileſt abominations with 
ſpecious names, fair pretences, and honourable appear 
(4) Song i. 6. (% Jer. xiv, 7. and xvit 1. (e) Heb» iii. 13. 
Jer. vii. 3. 15 R b 


ances; 
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ances; and makes them paſs for duties and virtues ! 
How often it employs. us in attempting to deceive God, 
and compaſſing him about with lies, in our profeſſion, 
our prayer, our praiſe, and other religious exerciſe! How: 
effectually it renders us deceivers of ourſelves ; the wick - 
ed to their everlaſting ruin; and the ſaints, notwith- 
ſtanding their ſaving illumination, ſolemn reſolution, 
and drawing love, to a woful perverting of their way, 
diſnonouring their God, and wounding their ſoul! 

7. It is compared to a THEN (a). How it robbed 
all mankind in Adam of their honour and happineſs } 
How craftily it ſteals away our time, our opportuities, 
our concern for eternal happineſs! How inſenſibly, or 
violently, it robs us of our peace, honour, riches, and 
ret! Alas! how it carries us out of God's way 1 
wounds our ſoul! binds us hand and foot! and renders 
us incapable to purſue after it, raiſe an outcry againſt it, 
or cry to Gad, for juſt vengeance on it! It is the com- 
mon impoveriſher and murderer of mankind, and the 
terror of every ſaint, who, being poſſeſſed of ſpiritual 
treaſure, defires in all things to live honeſtly. How au- 
merous, the falſe names of virtue, which it aſſumes! and; 
in the night of ignorance, of deluſion, temptation, de- 
ſertion, how effectually it attempts, and ſucceeds in, its 
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unhallowed and ſhameful work 


8. It is compared to a WhoxE (5). Ah! how cun- 
ningly it enticeth and leads us from God, to comply 
with our luſts! how it conceiveth and brings forth ac- 
tual crimes! and ſo conceiveth and brings. forth our en- 
hanced ruin. Curſed be ſhe, in her baſket, and in her. 
ſore, and in the fruit of her womb. Bleſſed be he, who 
taketh her little ones, her firſt motions, and daſheth them 
to pieces. May iniquity, in every form, ſtop her mouth; 
hide herſelf as aſhamed : may her partiſans ſtop their 
mouth; and with grief and bluſhing confeſs themſelves 
guilty before God. | e 

9. Sin is compared to an EviL-DOER, ailed ta, and 
crucified on 4 croſt (c). In the ſaints, not only God, 
but the man himſelf, condemn it; and take-vengeance - 
upon it for its murderous, its. thieviſh 'erimes-:- and, 


0 Luke u 30. Gh James i. 33. 10, (0. . wi . 6. 4 
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through the death of Jeſus applicd to their heart, it is, 
in a ſhameful, lingering, and painful manner, condemned 
and mertified : nor ſhall it ever fave itſelf, and come 
down from this croſs : It ſhall die, and not live, for the 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it.—Shameleſs robber, 
wicked murderer of my God, why have my heart-ſtrings 
ſo long lapped thee round! why have I ſe long at- 
tempted to hide, and protect thy guilty head! 


10. It is called a Ber oF DEATH (4). O the varie- 
ty of luſte which are therein marvellouſſy compacted; 


and mutually ſubordinated to the ſupport and tendency 
of one another! Alas, what curſed members of atheiſm, 


pride, envy, malice, unbelief, ignorance, legality, covet- 


ouſneſs, laſciviouſneſs, intemperance; are comprehended 
in it! Ah! what a noiſome and infeQious ſyſtem of 
death is it, in itſelf ! How it renders us ſpiritually dead ! 
and expoſcth us to temporal and eternal death! Hretch- 
ed man, that I am, who ſhall deliver me from it! 
11. Indwelling luſts are Foxes that ſpoil the vines of 
| Jeſus? church and people (5). How ſecretly they lodge 


how are they connected with earthly things! how noted 


their craft and deceit ! the crookedneſs of their paths! 
their deſperate ſtubbornneſs under trouble and convic- 
tion! their friendſhip with the old ſerpent, and his 
feed ! Alas! how filthy, noiſome, and abominable! how 
readily they pretend to be graces, virtues, or innocent 
things ! how inſatiably voracious ! how unweariedly ſet 
upon miſchief! how hurtful to ſaints, chiefly weak ones, 
and their tender graces; by attempting to unſettle, or 
root them out; or by depriving them of their ſap ! Alas! 
how they peel God's choice vine! firip his trees of 


righteouſneſs! tread them down! gnaw off their bloſ- 


Toms of holineſs! and mar them with earthly cares! 
what inexpreſſible care, and perſevering labour, it takes 
to hunt out and deſtroy them — Lord Jeſus, take for 
me, theſe foxes, even the little foxes 5 hunt them out, 
with thy good Spirit: ſtarve them in their dwellings ; 
let me make no proviſion fer the fleſh, to fulfil the Juſts 
thereof. Catch them in the trap of thy promiſes; hide 
thy word in my heart, that I may not ſin againſt thee. 


( Rom. vii. 24, | (6) Song ii. 15. 
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Deluge, my foul, their horrid den, with a plentiful ap- 
plication of thy blood and grace: inflame my heart 
with thy love: on theſe foxes caſt burning coals, and 
indignation ſtrong : perjocute and deftroy them from un- 
der theſe heavens ; thy curſe unto them. | 
12. Sin is called wirtcacaarrt (a). In what fearfot 
league with Satan, it enters and fixeth our ſoul, and en- 
ticeth us to worſhip him! With what infernal influence 
and envy, it Yeceiyeth, waſtes, and ruins our whole man! 
When convinced of our wickedneſs, and dagger, how 
unable and unwilling it rendereth us to eſcape ! What 
diabolical oppoſition and objections it raiſeth againſt the 
faith and honour of God's truth ! And how effeQtually 
it excites and teacheth heretics to ſubvert our ſouls, and 
ſedude us from the truth as in Jeſus! | | 
13. It is called xeseLLION (5). How oppoſite is it 

to the law and authority of God, our rizhtful Sovereign, 
and our ſolemn vows to be his ! What fearful diſorder it 
makes in the world! What a daring attempt to dethrone 
the Almighty l to put down his laws and dominion ! to 
deprive him and his choſen friends of their life! and ta 
ſet up its own, and the throne, laws, and government, 
of Satan !—Alas ! vile rebellion, as the ſin of witchcraft # 
But, O Jeſus, who receivedit gifts for men, even for the 
rebellious, that God the Lord might. dwell among them, 
why ſhould my ſoul continue to rebel againſt thee, my 
Saviour! to commit high treaſon againſt my God 
Why expoſe herſelf to endleſs wo? Shall neither mers 
cies melt, nor terrors awe ? Why ſhould I revolt from 
e thy yoke? O forgive me, for I know not what L 

0. ; 
14. It is called a waxDE&ING and 8TRAYING from 

God (c). Thereby we loſe our firſt eſtate; go out of 
our proper way; do, we know not what, or why ; go, 
we know not whither ; turn our back on the Moſt High; 
loſe his favour, preſence, and bleſſing. Alas! to what 
mexpreſſible danger we are expoſed ! How ready to 
hearken to falfe guides! How hard, nay impoſſihle for 
nz, to return to Col, of our own accord !—Lord, bring 


Ca) Gal. iii. 1. b) 1 Sam. W. 23s e) Pal li 3. 
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me 35251 from Baſhan hill, and from the deeps of the 


ſa! 

= 15. It is called wyoxrDon (a): Thereby we ia. 
our covenant- marriage with God; admit Satan, the 
world, and our luſts, into his room; by whom we con- 
cel ve, and bring forth the infernal progeny of ſinful de- 
fires, and wicked courſes. How baſe and ſhameful in 
it nature Ah, how it takes away, hardens, and ſtupi- 
fieth our heart, making us refuſe to be aſhamed, when 
we commit abomination ! What wretched pleaſure we 
take therein, while our ſtrength is thereby inſenſibly 
waſted! and we expoſed to poverty, ieee and nchen 
death! 

16. Indwelling fin is called Lusrs (5). What a Va» 
riety of ſinful inclinations and diſpoſitions, are therein 
comprchended ! How reſtleſsly aud unwesriedly it 
chooſeth ! how violently, unreaſonably, and ſecretly, i 
Puſheth us into the moſt ſinful and ſhameful acts! In the 
ſaints, how it luſteth and warreth agaluſt the grace of 
God! In others, how often it renders them like fed 3 
horſes, dogs, or fevine, with the impetuous violence of 4s 


«8H 8 
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fleſhly luſt! When. it ſpeaketh fair, believe it not; Io 
there are feven abominations in it. | - 
17. It is called a Law or £1N 7 e members (0 2 


Ah, its power and authority over us! How it obligeth 5 
and forceth us to 1702 conformity to its dictates; and 2 
to fulfil its luſts, employing the powers of our ſoul, to 3 
commit ſinful acts — O were I but fully dead to this 
law, that I, might live unto God! When I would do WF II 
good, how Tadly i is evil preſent with me! | 

18. Sin is called iniQuIry or UN RIGHTEOUS 
Ass (4). It is the very reverſe of the righteous nature, 
and holy and juſt law f God. It is an univerſal rob- 
bety and fraud; by it we rob God of his due honour, 
love, ee and regard; ourſelves of our holineſs | 
and felicity, and of every proper means to regaia it; 
our neighbour, of all true love, eſteem, and regard; 
and the very creation of ite proper caſe, ule, and 
-Bonour. + 


„ne HEL 43S) Cl alt 44 Fi 
+ (4) Jer. ti. r. (5) James iy. 1. (e) Rom. vii. 23. 
) Rom. vi. 19. ö ; 
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19. Sin is called wiexEDNESGS and ENMITY (a). Ah J. 
the inveterate, unreaſonable, and fixed malice, agaiuſt 
N God, and the welfare of creation, which is contained 

in it. Nor can it be transformed into any other ſhape. 


Lord. though enmity cannot be changed, yet ſlay it, 

10 and change my heart! Alas! is hatred my return for, 
of thy redeeming love !—Why, my ſoul, art thou proud! 
pi why art thou at eaſe! Enmity againſt God is all thou 
* canſt directly call thine own! Long, long my fin, thou 
en haſt dwelt too near my heart! Hence, to eternal diſ— 
ve tance, . : Fe. 1 ay | 8 
ly 20. It is called uncLeanNess; an ABOMINABLE, 
cls THING 3 an ABOMINATION 3 an HORRIBLE THING (6). 
4 It is the very reverſe of the beauty, comelineſs, and 
7 purity of God; it is the murderer of Jeſus Chriſt z it 
. deilcs every thing it toucheth ; renders the plowing and 
1 p:ayer of the eee : it ſpreads through 
door „hole man; renders our perſon, heart, and prac- 
the tice, ugly and noiſome to God, that, in our natural 
2 0 


9! WW fiate, he cannot Iook towards us without the utmoſt ab- 


hold us with pleafure.—Direful monſter, may I never 
look upon thee, without deteſtation and horror! Far 


fake ! e e virtue of that blood which 
cleanſeth from all ſin! that can waſh the Ethiopian into 


into purity ! > 

21. It is repreſented as a FoLLY and MaDNnEss (). 
How itupid and unteachable ! How uareaſonable, cruel 
and miſchievous to ourſelves and others, it renders us! 
By it we reject God the chief good ;. rage againſt the 
Almighty; preſumptouſly ruſh on his neck, and upon 
the boſſes of his buckler. How eff:Qually it tranſ- 
forms us into proud and prating foals! Ah, how de- 
ſtitute of delight in wiſdom | it is tao high for, and ha- 
ted by us. How we deſpiſe a God, a Fatler's inftruc- 
tion! How Chriſt crucified, the power of Ged, and 


#/bneſr to us! neither we can by nature know them; for 
{x () Zech. v. 8. Rom. vill. 7. (b) Zech. xii 1. Jer. xliv. 
i. 23.01. (% Paal. Xix. 13. and Ixx i. 19. 20. 21 


1 5 they 


may I flee from thy preſence, and lothe myſelf for thy 


ſed norrence; nor can his angels or ſaints delight in, or be- 


eomelineſs! the lothſome, the worſe than wwallowing ſoau, : 


- 


the wiſdom of God, and every ſpiritual thing, are fool_ 
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they are ſpiritually difcerned! So faſt is Miy bound up 


im cur keart, that even rods of manifold correct ion 
drive it not far away. Our heart is at our left band 
fet upon earthly and ſinful objects; its proper reſolu- 
tions are faint, and ill put in practice. Its eyes, its 
„thoughts, and defires, are in the ends of the earth, 
fet upon vanity, or things we have no concern with, 
Though deceitful above all things, how fondly we ruf 
it! Alas, how we hate reprosf ! how we rage and are 
£0nfident, in preceeding from evil to worle ! 11 right 
An our eyes is our evil way! What a /þort to many, 10 
i miſchief! What anger againſt God, againft a gra- 
Cious Saviour, and bleſſed Spirit, againſt eur neighbour, 
Teſteth in our bofom! is, with pleafure and delight, 
lodged and entertained in our heart! What outrageous 
awrath and paſſion, heavier than the ſand, is often rouzed 
in our breaſt? An the multitude of our words, how ma- 
nifeſt our folly | In our mouth, how unſeemly are pa- 
rables and excellent ſpeech 1 How unconcernedly uttered / 
and how inconſiſtent with our practice! In our mouth, 
what 2 rod of proud boaſting, and arrogant calumny ! 
How ' readily our /ips enter into contention, meddling 
with ſtrife, with vain jangling, and idle diſputes not 
Pertaining to us! Alas! how often our mouth ſeeds 
pon, takes pleaſure in, and in the moſt plentiful man- 
ner pours forth and proclaims feoli/hneſs, vain, empty 
trifles ! How wickedly it «uttereth flander ; caſteth abroad 
arrows and death in bitter words; and ſaith, Am I not 
in [port ? Alas! how often the inffrudion given by our 
lips and our life 7s but abſurd folly How often is our 
mouth the means of deſtruction to ourſelves and others, 
How often we anfaer a matter to God, or to men! 
1 before we hear, confider, or underſtand it! By our 
prating, how often ave fall into ſnares ! What a pervert-i 
ing of our way is our whole practice! What a mad run- 
ping to the cor rectian of frocks* How. then, can 50. 
| nour be feenly for, or God take pleafure in us! How 
3 often we die for want of wiſdom and have ſhame given 
| us for our promotion How often our proſperity hardens, 
and tends to de/irgy us! How rarely do hundreds of 
 frripes make any proper impreſſion vpon us! Nor, 
| thou; h brazed in a mortar of adverfity, Goth our fooliſh 


2 
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neſs depar. from us! Alas, what an feavineſt! | what 
A grief! w at 2 calamity ! 2 what augſle/ s ! what baui 
ers, it often makes us to our natural parents! our 
churches, or families! ayd ehicfly to our . and his 
faithful paſtois ſct over us! 

22. It is repreſented as sLor or stuccishx xs (a). 
It malten us delight in ſtanding all.the day idle. It 
renders us averſe to act for Our me for the glory of 
Gad, or the good of our neighbour. Lord, how fug- 

giſh! how inactive, to poſſeſs the promiſed land; is my 
foul! What thorny hedges of difficulty, and bears and 
lieus of unavoidable danger, do I often imagine in the 
molt clear, plain, and ſafe paths of duty! How often 
hide I my hand in my boſom. and refuſe ta put it to my 
mouth, with the all- nourithing bread of life! How often 
my empty defires kill and ſtarve me! I defire, and 
have not, beeauſe my hands refuſe to labour. Next to 
nothing have I to 7%, which I took in hunting; ſhall _ 
not then my Notifful Foul ſalfer hunger? ſhall not my 
Jthfulnefs caſi me iuio à deep ſlecg? Shall not the build- 
ing of my grece, profeſſion, or practice, decay and 
drop through ? Shall not the vineyard of my heart and 


_ converſation be overgrown, with thorns of iniquities, 
and nettles cover the face theres; and the ffane wall of 


vigilance be broken down ? Shall not my floth lay me un- 
der the baſeſt ſlavery and tribute ; and drouſineſs cover 
me with rags? Go to the ant, thow ſluggith. ſoul, 
conſider her ways, and be aviſe ; ; gather thy meat in the 
ſummer, and prepare thy food in the harveſt, that thou 
ſtarve not in the eternal tate. Plough up thy | fallow- 
ground, that thou be not for ever wretched. , Be thou 
no more as 4 ſmoke to the eyes of the God who made, 
who ſent thee into life. Say no more, A /ttl: fleep, 
a li:tle flumber ; a little folding of the hands io ſleep 5 for 
fo [hall thy eternal poverty come upon thee as one that tra- 


velleth, and thy want as an armed man, HEE 2nd 
irreſiſtibly. 


23. Indwelling fin is repreſented as a HART aud 870» 
nV heart (5). In renders our ſoul barren, uſenſible, 
rough, and impenetrable, as a rock or acamant Auug 


() Prov. vi. 6,—11 (6) Leck. xzxyi. 26. 
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| $ng grace, and take it. 


While under the reigning power of it, tft rain of di- 
vine ordinances, and feed of inſpiration, are loft upon, 
and harden us. Miniſters, who are fent to hew us, 
with the hammer of God's word, and troubles, make 
no proper impreſſion upon us, till Jefus break our heart 
with his power, and nielt it in the fire of his Spirit and 
love. — Lord, am I ſuch hell- hardened fteel, that mercy 
will not melt me! No; overcome by bleeding love, I 
diſſolve, I melt beneath the crofs. | 
224. It is called FLESH (a). It is of a bafe, vile, 
werthlefs, and putrifying nature. It is conveyd to us 
with our body ; and is much influenced, modified, 
and exerted thereby. It renders us carnal and fleſkly 
make us 20 mind, love, think of, and chrefly eare for, 


" the things of the fiſh; te dwell in the fleſh, under its 


abſolute power and authority; to walk after it, aecord- 
ing to its dictates and inclinations; and to war aten 
it, from finful ends and mot ives, and im a earnal, mali- 
eious, and paſſionate manner. i 
25 Sin is called a STRONG HOLD (b). How advan- 
tagtous is its fituation, and deep its foundation in our 
Heart! How dreadful its impenetrableneſs + unclean- 
neſs? extent] ſteepneſs! and height! How numerous 
the deep pits of its entangling mares! How abundant 
us proviſion for a finful life; and its fulnefs of infernaF 
armour! How many and fecret its means of communi» 
mation with Satan and the world! He is the governor; 
our predominant Juſt is the citadel; our actual tranſ- 
greſſion the out u orks. Lord Jeſus, demoliſh it; raze, 
maze it, to the foundation; heap up mounts of redeem- 


— 


26, It, with the Jaw-curſe attending it, is Satan's 


ARMOUR (c) Thereby he fights againſt the divine Sa- 


wviour, when he is coming to-reſtue and deliver us. Lg» 
morance and ftupidity are his helmet; unbelief and lega- 
Jity his ſhield; pride; unconcern, obſtinacy, and deſpair, 
Sis breaſtplate; enmity. and error his fword.— Eord, 
Apeil him of this armour, wherein he truſte th. 

27. It is called LÞavenz and ol EAVEN (4); How 
four and difagreeable in its nature to God, good angels, 
.. Rom. viii. 1. (% 2 Cor. x. 4: J (e) Luke zi. 21. 3B | 
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and men! How its influences fpread into, and infe& 
all our powers, and work ! The former it renders full of, 
and ready inſtruments of iniquity unto iniquity. The 
latter, our ploughing and prayer not excepted, it ren- 
ders abomination to the Lord. Nor, like old leaven, is 
fin good for any thing, but to deßle. 

28. It is compared to voisox (a). It mflames our 
heart with enmity, malice, and rage, againſt God and 
men. Quickly it infects and corrupts our whole man. 


It begets an infatiable thirft after ſinful and carnal plea- 


fore and profit. Like the poiſon of aſps, how effectual- 


y it lulls us afleep © And, however pleaſant and taking 


it be at firſt, it becomes painful and mortal at laſt. Bee 
ug of itfelf contrary to their new nature, it is painful 
to the faints. Being agreeable to the nature of the 


wicked, thefe yenomous beaſts, it hreeds them no pain, 


but in its conſequences z nor can it be expelled, but by 


the convincing, illuminating, and ſanctifying oil, or in- 


fluence of the Holy Ghoſt. 

29. It is compared to lothfome vourr (5). How. 
uncome ly, diſagrecable, and deteſtable! How convie- 
tion makes us throw it up by vexation, coofeſſion, or 
true repentance ! How ſhamefub and wi-ked, by return 
ing to fins formerly paining, reſolved againft, or re- 
pented of, to ſwallow down that which was once thrown 
np! | | | | 
phat It 1s compared to a 8TING (c). From the old 
ferpent, the de vil, it proceeds; and renders afflictions, 
death, and every thing in the fyſtem of nature, hurtfut 
and deadly to us. ow mfettious its poiſon, ſpread- 
ing into, and corrupting all our powers, and poiſoning 
every act and enjoyment in our natural ſtate : At firſt, 
its wounds feet pleafant; but, in the end, how pain» 


ful and tormenting! Nor, without faith in the flain Re- 


deemer, exalted on the pole of the goſpel, can they be 
healed, or the corruption rooted out. Thrice bleſſed 
HE, who fucked the venom of my wounds into himſelf, 


bearing mine iniquities, that I might obtain health 
and cure; might have death, trouble, and every thing 


* Pal cal. 3. C Jer. xlviii. 16. ( 3 Cor. xv. 56. 
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elſe unſt inged to my ſoul; and might, ſafely tread. on 
dragons and ſerpents of the pu h, i. 

31. It is compared to,a;wounD (a). It; i3 the effect 
of the bite, the ſting of the old ſerpent. And ah, how 
inveterate! how enyenomed! how deep, ſpreading, 
and extenſive! How filthy, noiſome, and intectious! 
How painful, ſhameful, aud deadly, a wound ! Alas, 

'how.zt weakens our ſoul! mars and withers our beauty! 
how it hinders our proper exerciſe, and pollutes ail 
that we do !— Lord, heal my lothfome diſeaſe, my 
painful wounds, that Rink, and are corrupt: my folly 

makes it ſoo ; 

32. It is a PLAGUE and. LITHSOME DISEASE, (3). 

It is the corrupt humour of our ſoul; aud a hcavy 
judgment on mankind. How mylkeripus iu its nature 
and ſource! - How quickly it overipreads our. whole na- 
ture and life! How ſhameful, nauſeous, and of itſclf 
deſperate, the diſeaſe! How abominable it rende rs us. 
to God and oy men! and mars our fellowſhip with 
them! Alas! by its influence, bow is our ſou! pined 
away, and weakened! ! Our heart ſwells with pride and 
ſelf cenceit. Our voice, our converſe, our pray er, our 
praiſe is diſagreeable,. Our breath Rinks. with idle 
and corrupt communication. Our bowels burn with 
deſire after fatal pleaſures, and , carnal, cnjoyments. 
Our inner man is dead while we I've; and daily caſts 
s forth the putrid ſtuff of abominable act ions! 

33. It is compared to sicxx sss (c). Sprung from 
the eating of forbidden fruit, how it affects aur heart; 
and thence ſpreads i into our-whole man, and every con- 
-eern ! How it extends to our whole race, and fickens 

the lower part of the creation for our ſake! How. 52. 
2 it weakens our ſoul! haſtens our eternal death ! 
reſtrains and unfits us for aut work! How dangerous, 
if it be long continued in! When felt, how grievous to 
be borne! But ah! what multitudes lying under it, are 
in a perpetual rave, or moonſtruck madneſs, till eyer: 
laſting burnings bring them to their ſenſes —My ſoul, 
when I ſee my ſickneſs, and my wound, let me call Je- 


(a) Pal. xxxvili. 5. 8. 9. (5) 1 Kings vili. 08 Pſal. xxxviii, 
2. (c) Matth. viii. 12 · * 
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ſas the phyſician of value; let him, by conviQtion, by 
effectual calling, by juſtification and ſanRifeation, make 
me whole! Quickly may he bring me to that happy 
place, where the inhabitant ſhall not ſay, I am fick. 1 
34. It is repreſented as a DEATH (a), Hereby our 
happy relations to God and his creatures are broken and 
diſſolved-· Hereby we are rendered incapable to deſire, 
think, or act, to any good purpoſe. Hereby we loſe 
our beauty and Feſhneſs. Our whole man is turned into 
a repoſe and repaſt of infernal vermin, of fiends and cor- 
ruptions. We forget God, and our everlaſting concerns 3 
are altogether lothſome and abominable ; and brin 
forth fruit to eternal death. —Alas! how this deat 


* 
- 
, 


worketh in me! Not often, but alway I am in it; not 


a ſtep betwixt my ſoul and it! Who ſhall deliver me 
from ſo great a death! Who but thee, O Jeſue, whe 
quickeneſt the dead, and ealleſt things that are not, as 
though they were / - | 55 

35. It is compared to a FIRE (5). How fearfully it 
inflames our heart with luſt, with enmity, and rage a- 


gainſt God! How furiouſly and effect ually it conſumeth 
our foul! How impoſſible for any creature to withſtand 


or quench it! How terrible to ſuch as are graciouſly a- 


wakened! But what millions are devoured by it in their 
fleep! How often on earth it burns up thorns and briers 
of wicked men! and conſumes foreſts, whole nations 


and armies, with flaming deſtruction? How it burns the 


reprobate world into endleſs fire! Lord Jeſus, quench 
it in me, in thouſands, with thy blood. 

36. It is compared to a coup and Trick cLoUD (c). 
Ah, how innumerable, as the particles of a cloud, are its 
luſts and acts! How it interpoſeth between us and our 
God, and our heavenly glory! What terrible ſhadows of 
deſtruction it caſts over us! How fearfully it threatens 
us with thunderbolts, and ſweeping deluges of divine 
wrath / Ye ſaints, how it damps your ſpirits! forebodes 
florms of chaſtiſcment ! While under the cloud, how 
often your hearts quake with the voice of thunder ! 
What darknefs and ſhadow of death are over your. ſon] ! 
By thy forgiving grace, by thy ſhining rays, by the 


(*) Eph. ii. 1. (6) IC ix. 18. ) If alive 2 - 


—_ 
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ious wind of thine influence, do thou, Jeſus, Apel 

the cloud, and give day to my inward powers. 

37. It is compared to a MOUNTAIN or HILL. ous 
How fixed it. is in our heart 1 How dreadfil its height | 
How fearful and incanceivable its weight! If it fall on 
us, by conviction or puniſhment, how it cruſheth aud 
ſinks our ſoul toward the loweſt hell!“ How fearfully it 
interpoſeth between God aud us! What noxious ſpirits, 
and curſes do, as it were, reſide therein ! f Almigbty Sa- 
viour, who waſt once willingly cruſked under its weight, 
in mercy come leaping over it to my ſoul ; melt it down, 
with thy love; touch and walte it away bs thy grace, +. 
remove, overturn it; caſt it into the deeps of 15 orget- 
fulneſs, the deeps of thy precious blood. O to ſee = 
blecding love prevail, till the higheſt mountains of my 

uilt and corruption be covered! O for a firm faith, 

effectually to bid this wountain remove, and be caſt i ins. 
to the deeps of the fea! _ | 

38. It is compared to a vixE (3). Nas how. it 
Gouriſbeth and ſpreads its branches: what cluſters of as: 
bomination and miſery it produceth I how ſour, hurts, 
ful to all, diſagreeable to every ſcnfible foul, are its 
u its actual tranſgreſſions! In the iſſue, how, 
feartully they ſet the teeth on edge! fill us with anxiety. 
and pain! How often wickedneſs grows up 2 kree, 
is had in reputation! and pride . But the blem 
Hall go up as du uſt the fruit is unto ſhame and death 3 
the tree, with its fruits, haſtens us to eternal ruin. 
Ah! how its roots are faſtened in me, as With a band 
of iron and brafs ! Lord, Jeſus, lay the axe of thy word 
and rod thereto ! Bleſſed earthguake, bleſſed Rorm of 
death, make haſte, diſlolve my frame, tear up! my ſin 
by the root, let . ee be le, 6 aud cut v4 ah 
a tree-. 5 og 7 0 
51736 It is compared. an EVIL TREASURE witch: Its 
great reſidence is the bidden cabinet of our heart. How, | 


carefully we keep and conceal it as a ſweet morſel un- | 
der our tongne! Ah! how we daily live upon it |, 
How er are en 18 aud reckon Wenn. en 

0 4 


14 


* * 
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decke by it !' How inexllaaſtiple its fuseſe! with what 


mad haſte do many laboriouſly inereaſe it, adding fin 
to bn, till the Theafute of their iniquity be full land 
treaſuring up for themſelves, wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
40. It. is repreſented as a DEBT (4). It includes our 
neglect of that obedience we oe to God's aw; it in- 
7 us in the obligation of infinite fatisfaction to his 
juſtice. "Phe fonger we continue therein; the debt che 
'midfe, Increaſeth. © And ah! how fearfully it oceaſions 
our hatred of God, vur cretflitor? our averſion to ſelf- 
examination! our abhorrence, and ſometimes terror, 
of death and judgment, our times of account! How it 
expoſctli.us to the arreſt of conſcience, the priſon ef 
hell, and the endleſs fury of an angry God! O awful, 


unbounded debt, which God alone can pay! nor he, 


but at tlie expence of his wealth, his blood, his ſife ! 
O his Java in forgiving me, his enemy, my ten thou- 
ſand taſents! Let not me continue in ſin, becauſe grace 
doth a bound. | ; ba 33 A STEGIESS cf 34 +74 

41. Sin is called a xeeoacn (U). How clearly it 
manifeſts our baſe birth, that we are of our father the 
devil! and our baſe heart, that it is [Hſe worth, and 


{et upon miſchief ! | Tt exhibits us as treacherous, lars, 


haters, of, God, murderers of ourſclves, 'filled with all 
unrighteouſneſr, abominable, and unclean. It expoſeth 
us to the contempt of God, angels, and men. May I 


never account it mine honour!” , _ „ 
cok REMTOR and 


=» = 


e uſts, to puniſh vs for our former wickedneſs * 


114 Ireen 1 9 id >; 6) I” $53 7 /- 42 
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Nas Das HUUYGAHIAJI Bt; Bs 22 25 1 W a 
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dreadful its impreſſion ! How heavily it hangs upon 


finners! unfits them for running their ſpiritual race, or 
working out their ſalvation! What multitudes it ſinks 
to the deeps of divine judgments, and of the loweft 
hell! How it cruſheth the hearts of perſons convinced ! 
bruifeth and breaks their bones, and makes them wea- 
ry of their life! What an oppreſſive load to the ſaints! 
None but thee, O Jeſus, could ſuſtain its weight; nor 
thou, without ſweating, groaning, and dying, under 
ite guilt; nor can any other remove it from my ſoul! 

44. It is compared to a BonD; BAND; CHAIN; 
yors (2). Ah! what crimes it ſuppoſeth or includes ! 
what ſlavery it imports! what puniſhment it forebodes! 
How effectually it confines our ſoul, and reſtrains her 
from acting or moving in the way of holineſs! How it 
binds men to Satan's door-poſts! fix eth them in his pri- 
fon ; eauſeth them to draw in his plough; and dig up 
miſchief! Ah! how many reckon theſe chains of dark- 

neſs, ignorance, and miſery, their honour; a chain | 

and ornament of grace to their neck! f 

It is compared to GaRMENTS (5). How fully } 

the habits and acts of fin encompaſs our whole nature - 

<C 

{ 


and life! How often they plainly mark what, and whoſe 
we are! How they contribute to warm our inward luſt! 
How fearfully they are lined with the divine curſe! 
How ſadly they protect our heart from God's arrows 
of conviction; and prevent our penitential ſhame ! 
Though our beſt deeds be but filthy rags, how 
often we take pleaſure in, and glory of them 
Lord Jeſus, remove theſe filthy garments, and give me 
change of raiments _ p 5 
46. It is compared to a sror in ee or the 
like (c). It is altogether vile and unſightly. It mars 
all the beauty of our heart, and ſpoils the robes of our 
converſation, It defiles our beſt duties: nor can it be 
waſhed out, but by Jeſus' blood and Spirit. —By his 
mercy and truth applied to my ſoul, and his caufing 
me to imitate him therein, may my ſpots be waſhed 
out: and by fearing him, may I depart from evil. 
47. It is compared to the caso and 8CarLET 


colour 


ir m. 00 cal. 11. ., ( Deut ail. , 
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colour of wool or garments (2). What horrid murder 
of our God, our eee, ourſelves, our neighbour, it 
includes! How faſt it cleaves to our nature and prac - 
tice! How vifible and terrible to behold! and what a 
ſhocking mark of God's warfare with us; and preſage 
of his ſhedding the blood of our ſoul! Lord, what profit 
is in my blood, that I ſhould go down to the pit! By 
the application of thine, make my deep-dyed crimes 
avhite as ſnow ; fully forgive and purge them away. 
48. It is repreſented as FILTHY NAKEDNEss (5). 
How ſhameful and odious is it to God, angels, and 
faints! What ſhocking impudence, to be unaſhamed 


of it or to be careleſs of having Jeſus' righteouſneſs. 


ſpread over us, to cover it! 


II. Metaphors reſpecting a ſinful ate or condition. 


1. A ſtate of fin is called the G41 or BITTER 


'xESS (c). While one continues in it, no property is 


in him beſides fin, that infinitely bitter thing. Nothing 
he enjoys that 48 not poiſoned and embittered to him. 
It expoſeth him to the bitterneſs of divine vengeance, 


of eternal death. Lord, to how many is even bitterneſt 


ſweet! 3 

2. A ſinful ſtate, or a condition of eſtrangement from 
God, and of prevalent corruption, reſembles a wil DE- 
NE38 (4). In it, how ſad the wandering from God! 
how many the byepaths! how eminent the dangers ! 
how numerous the wild beaſts, of evil angels and ſinful 
inclinatioas ! what want of proper r l and com- 
panions! how violent the ſtorms of trouble — May I 
go up from it, leaning on my Beloved! by him alone, 
as my guide, my way, can I eſcape out of it. 


3. It reſembles a neee and err (e). What ſinking 


ſears and diſcouragements ! what increaſing entangle- 


ment and perplexity ! what nearneſs to hell / what de- 


filement aud deſpair, abound therein! How little wa- 
ter of conſolation to refreſh our fainting heart? Out of 


the deeps have I cried uato thee, O Lord. 


6% IC. i. 18. (6) If. 1. 18. (e) As viii. 23. (4) Sog 


F311. 5» (e) Plal. xl. 3. and cxxx. 1. Zech. ix. 11. 8 
| Ii „„ 4. If 
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4 4. It reſembles a pz180N (2). How ſhameful to be 


in it! how evidential of guilt + how unhappy 3 un- 


healthful ; and reſtrictive of liberty How deftitute of 
- ſpiritual warmth, reſt, water, or wine of conſolation } |} 


In what momentary hazard are we, of being brought 


forth to further ſhame and trouble O bring my foul 
but of priſon, that I may glorify thy name. 


F. it reſembles parKness (5). How horrid and 
diſagreeable ! What idleneſs, perplexity, confuſion, 


diſorder, fear, and danger, attend it O Lord Jeſus, 


turn my darkneſs into light. 


6. It reſembles a winter (e). What clouds of 


guilt interpoſe between God and our ſoul / How great 
our diſtance from Chriſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs! 
What miſts of darkneſs and ignorance confound our 
mind! To what ſtorms of temptation, trouble, or 
wrath, are we expoſed - How hard and frozen our 


hearts, that neither word nor providence of God can 


impreſs them! How barren of every good word and 
work ! How deſtitute of inward warmth of love to Je- 
fus* perſon, covenant, cauſe, ordinances, or people?! 
How unclean, ſlippery, difficult, and dangerous our 


paths! How are both heart and way deluged with floods 


of corruption, to the marring of our ſpiritual fellou- 
ſhip with God, and with one another! How unflou- 
riſhing and unſightly is our whole appearance O my 


Foul, is this winter paſt, and the rain over and gone ! 


J. It reſembles DEATH and the Grave (4) Alas, how 
it ſeparateth us from our true friends? How unſightly 
it renders us to God and his ſervants! How, therein, 
we are ſhut up to our luſts ] how buried in Rupidity, 


forgetfulneſs, and falthinefs! hid, amidſt earthly and 


finful cares and pleaſures! nor can any beſides” thee, 


O Reſurrection and Life, quicken and bid us go forth. 


UI. Metaphors reſpecting a flated courſe and practire of 
- ; K A Fs > 171, f . : 45, 

1. A wilful courſe of fin, is repreſented as a TRADE 
and OCCUPATION (e). ith what deliberation, activity, 


(a) If. xi. 1. ( Eph. v. 8. (e) Song ii. 11. (4) Erh. 


i. 3+» 5 (e) 1 John iii. 8. 9. | 
IS conſtancy, 


=. 
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conſtancy and delight, do unregenerate men commit 
iniquity, 1n every thought, word, and deed ! As of the 


devil, they attend conſtantly to this very thing; com- 


mit fin, weave ſpiders webs, waſte their time, thoughts, 
and ſubſtance, iu that which may enſnare others, but 
cannot profit, nor cover themſelves ; hatch cockatrice= 
eggs, do miſchief to themſelves, and all around. Ah / 
why not rather chooſe, and labour for, the better part, 
that ſhall never be taken from them / : 
2. It is a wARPARE after the flesh (a). With what 
craft, rage, and vigour, we therein oppoſe God, his 
truths, his ordinances, and people, and ſeek to injure 
them Ho long, my foul, haſt thou ſerved day and 
night, winter and ſummer, in this horrid campaign ! - 
3. It is a wal RING in and after the fech (b). With 
what deliberation, pleaſure, and progreſs in evil, do 
we therein follow our indwelling Juſts as our guide / 
and take Satan's will, and the pattern of an evil world, 
for our way / move gradually towards deſtructioa, al- 
ways acting under the inffuence-of ſinful and carnal 
principles, motives, and ends / Lord, againſt me ſtop 
the way. ; e ä 
4. It is compared to the RUNNING OF A RACE (c). 
With vain hopes of reward, do wicked men ſet out- 


therein; and with what amazing activity, they, at 


their eternal hazard, contend with one another, ia do- 
ing evil! And ah how. quickly, if mercy prevent not, 
ſhall they attain the goal of endleſs roin! | 


5. It is compared to DRUNKENNEss (d). With what 


pleaſure, greed,” ſtrong defire, do evil men. drink up ini- 
quity, drink up ſcorn:ng, follow after, and commit fin ! 
indulge themſelves in blaſphemous ſcoſſs, till their con- 
ſcienee be thereby ſtupified, their heart diſtracted and 
enraged - O may I, for ever, drink of the avell of Beth. 
khem, of the Fountain of living waters, and ftreams from 
Lebanon. „„ 1 wo 

6. It is compared to a wALLowixG in the mire (e). 


How altogether abſurd and ſhameful 1 How therein our 


beſt works do more and more detile us Lord, when 


(4) Cor. x. 3. (5) Rom. viii. 4. (e) II. Ilir. 7. (4) Jo» 
zv. 16. (e) + Pet. ii. 22. „ * 


„ z-- wilt 
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compaſſing God about with lies aud deceit (f). It falſeh 
ſuppoſcth the divinity of idols; It deceicfully giveth 
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wilt thou pluck me out, and every me home, that I may | 


wallow no more! 
7. It is repreſented as a G. in fin, a FILLING 


up the MEASURE of iniquity (a). Therein wicked men 


Rovriſh and increaſe in wickedneſs, grow worſe and 
worſe, more bold and active in it, till they attain that 
height and meaſure, at which God: bath determined to 
cut them off. 

8. It is called a cxooxen wax (30. How unſightly: 
ſelf- in conſiſtent! grievous! and inconſtant a courſe of 


wickedneſs! And how contrary to the even rule of the 


divine law! How often, Lord, are my ways ſo crooked, 
that none but thee can know them! 

9. It is called a FIRE (c). How terribly it increaſeth 
our enmity and rage againſt God! How ine xpreſſibly 


dangerous, burning us up, and burrying us to the ven- 
reance of eternal fire EY fave from this Taberabl; 


this inſernal burning. 
. 1@. It is compared to DARKNESS (44) Nothing in it 
is inſtructive, comfortable, or edifying. It perplexeth, 
blinde, and occaſions 1 be to all around, 


IV. Jt Hake ors abel bartlcifar- courſes or ad ef 


In. 


| LES SER SINS are compared to MOTES in the 
eye, and to GATS, while greater are likened to Beams 
and CAMELs (e). The very leaſt are hurt ful and blind- 


ing, and will be painful to the ſaints; but others ate 


more obrious and eee 
15 3 or FALSE WORSHIP, is repreſented 28 2 
them the konour due unto God. Doth not my drawing 


near to God with my month, and honouring kim with 


my lips, while my heart is far from him, falſcly foppok 


a bim a blind idol, and dceentully Hatter hind ? 


( Wank. XXiii. 32. (b) Pal. exxv. 3 © Jude 25 


. | 425 Pro v. iv. 13. (e) Matih⸗ vii. 3. and xxiii. . Hel 


1.2. 
2, | 


1 2 s 


Chap. VIII. 


2. It is called a ſowing of — (a); ; to mark its 
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vanity, unprofitableneſs, and hurtful inflnence. Alas L 
how many thereby reap the whirlwind of divine judg- 
ments ! 

3. It is * a Jowing out of ks jy Ns that can 
hold na water (b) ; to denote, that the hardeſt labour 
therein, will bring no true advantage or comfort. 

4. It 18 called a feeding on aſhes (e). How vain, 
baſe, and hurtful! And what a: manifeſt token of in- 
ward corruption and plagues 

5. It is repreſented as wort DIM (4). Thereby the 
Hebrews and others did, or do break their marriage · 
covenant with God, as his church; and admit idols into- 


his room, as the darling of. their t and W 8 of 


their religious honour. 


6. It is repreſented as a ſetting up jdols in the 43 (2); N 
to fignify, that inward love to, and eſteem of idols, are 


- «the; ſpring of the worſhip given them; 


J. Idols are repreſented as vanity, they can do no 
ond : as CARCASEs, becauſe without life, and cet :ſt- 
able to God: as STYMBLIXG- BLOCKS, as they occaſion 
mens falling into ſin and danger: as upright like tbe 
palm. tree, without any motion, they remained fixed in 
their ere. poſture: as dux cops, becauſe altogether” 
contemptible and abominable: as rox MEN TS, becauſe 


they bring. their worlkippers-t to miſery D. 


1. Arosracy from God is called nacksr iIbxG 650. . 
How abſyrd and contrary to light and reaſon! Ho- 
gradual, and often infenſible ! In the iſſue, how danger 
ous * If any man draw back, God's ſoul will have no 
pleaſure in him. 5 

2. It is called a leaving of firſt love (% It ili 
an abatement of. former eſteem, regard to, and dere: 
after God, and his Chrilt. | 


3: It is called a dealing  #reacherouf (i). It is a — 


acted contrary to ſolemn vows, and under fair Ee 


of . 


(a) Hof. viii, 7 (% Jer. i, 2 (e) If, liv. 20. i Exck.. 


koi. and zxiii. (e) Ezck. xiv. 4. Jer. x. IS. 5. Eck. 
xiv 4. II. zlv. 16. (8) Jet. iii. 22. 
U. 11. | 


8 Rev. ii. 4- ( Nl. 
L i Fs 4 It- . 
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4. It is called a revolting from God (a); By it we eaſt 
eff his authority and laws; withdraw from him our ſub · 
jection, and revenues of e ; and beſtow them up- 
on ourſelves, upon r and the 3 


Carnat srcuriTY is eompared'to a BED; & SLEEP: ;: 
2/SLUMBER:; and DROWSINE8s (b}, How careleſs, lane. | 
|. thoughtlefs, ignorant, and inſenſible it re e 

ul! How- averſe to beſtir ourſelves in queſt of any ſpi- 

ritual good! or to be awakened'! How we lean on the 
Pillows of our attainments and'ſe}f-righteouſneſs! How: 
we loſe our time, and expoſe our ſpiritual' nakednefs! 
How fondly we amuſe ourfelves with empty-dreams and: 
imaginations, of: the excellency and happineſs of Hur 
ſtate! and how readily we quarrel with God's provi. 
gence and miniſters, who. attempt to rouze us up! 

1. Heres, and their att ending ana aye: 
called DEPTHS or SATAN (c). By his agency, their- 
zuthors cunuingly frame them; and pretend that a great 
deal of knowledge, wildom, and ann er 

| is contained in them. 

| 2. Falſe doctrines are r to: à CANKER: or 
|  GANGRENE (4). How. inſenfibly ard gradually they 
ö 


— and devour the- churches of Chriſt, and ſoubs ef 
n! How. effe ctually they wear out the vitals of reh- 
| gion and even the form of godlineſs How difficult of 
cure! But is there any thing too hard fur the Lord? 
3. They are called vain BaBBEING-(e). How noiſy 
and fooliſh! how unſubſtantial and unprofitable !- Feed 
not thyſelf, my ſoul, with theſc, but with . words, 


which are pete aud . fer 


1. Secret: ſin; efpecially-wnorebom, is compared to | 
* STOLEN WATERS, and bread caten in ſecret (,). What 7 


3 and delight men take in it! how they. exert. ] 
emſelves to obtain it] and what endeavours: e uſe t 
to hide it! : | 


"24: Whoredom 1s 7 ane to coALs oF. FIRE). and a 


— 


(a) 3 6. (5) Song iii. 1. and v. 2. (e) Rees 3 i 24. 
( 2. Tim. ii, 17. (e) 2 Tim. 46 345 A Prov. ix. 17. 
5 1 8 01 


Bo * iq Tov! 


7.2 
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nor OVEN (2). From the inward. burning of abſurd" 
and outrageous luſt it proceeds. How great is the dan- 
ger of the moſt diſtant approaches to it! Can a man 
take ſuch fire into his bsſom? can he go upon theſe 
burning coals, and not be hurt, not be halbened towards 
heil, hre? e — 

3. It is repreſented as a AR Ariting through one's 
liver (b). How quickly, how unexpectedly it ruins the: 
powers of. the foul l and the inward cenflitution. of the- 


body, of thoſe who are given to-it ! 4 
4. Unclean luſt is compared to the RAGE oF a 8T&b- 

LION: (2). How brutiſh, ſhameleſs, furious, and oom 

manding its force !. | „ | | 


1. Orexxsstox of the poor an a panting after” - 
the duſt on their head (4}, Thereby the oppreſſors in- 
cline to rob them of every thing, and.cruſh.them to the 


duſt ef death. | 


2. It is repreſented: as a. /e/ling them for a pair of. | 
ſhoes (e),; to mark how lightly the eppreſſor eſteems. * 


them.; and for how little he is difpoſed to ruin them. 


3: It is called a crus bing and treading upon them ; 
to ſignify the grievous, afflictive, and debafing tendency; 


--.of ts RE 


4. It is calledia flaying of them a-chogping their 


| bones 3, a frighting and tearing them. in the manner of” | 
lions, wolves, or bears (g); to denote. the inhuman. 


crue}ty- contained. in it, and the utter ruin effected by. 
it. | 
F. It is repreſented” as a building of houſes and cities: 
by bleed (h) ; becauſe oppreſſors rear theſe ftruQures:- 
with the wealth extorted from others, to the endanger-- 
ing of their e 225 | | 

6. It is called an eating of God's people as bread (i); 


to mark the pleaſure and greed with which wicked men 


perſecute the perſons, ruin the character, and conſume- 


the ſubltance. of. the -godly.. 


(c) Jer. v. 8. 
Amos v. 1. 


(h Prov. vi. 21. 28. (6) Prov. vii. 23. 
(d, Amos ii. J. (e) Amos vii. 6 ( 


| (3) Amos viii. 44 Mic. iii. 2. 3. (5) Hab. 13- 82+ (ij Pfad. 
AA. 4. * FS oy 3 | | 34 


1 tc ak 1; Pavla c 
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- PreEvaitixG 1X8, with their attending judgments, 
are called GREY HAIRS (a). They manifeſt their ſub- 
jects to have enjoyed their beſt days, and to be old in 
fin, and withered, weak, and feeble, in their ſpiritual: 
condition, and that their death aud ruin haſten apace, if 
mercy prevent not-. And ah, how often have men cheſe 
N ee without e In6 ir! 


| Favs HoPBs and joys are Vikened to a RUSH; at 
"FLAG; 4 SPIDER'S WEB ; a houſe built on the ſand (5);: 
to mark how unſubſtantial they. are; and how inca- 
pable to endure the ſtorms of ovale; nen os 
death.. 


Vain SPEECHES and imaginations are likened ts the 
rar wind (e) to fignity how -unfubſtantial, noiſy, 
| blaſting, and hurtful they are. 


SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS reſembles a SPIDER'S WEB; and; 
FILTBY RAGS (4). How worthleſs, vile, unconnected, 
and ſhameful is it delere _ and orig th convinced. 

conſcience ? 

F 

Dengia Tin of Ae is . to HEMLOCK 

rowing up in the furrows of the field (e) 3 to denote 
go bitter, grievous, rer burtral, and wide - 
ee it was. | e 


V. NA taper VE temptations to fon. 


| Temptations: to fin are repreſented. as TRAPS; 
an PITS (//). Unawares they ſeize us; firmly 
they retain us; and tend to promote our reſent and 
future ruin O Jeſus,. open mine eyes to Giſcer ern them 
guide my feet in the way of peace. Break the ſnares, 
that I may eſcape. 
2. They are repreſented as STUMBLING-BLOCKS (8): 
Alas! bow Satan and his agents 147 Remi in our way * 


(a) Hoſ. vii. 9. (5) Job viii. 1114. Fe) job. xv. 2. 
-(4) If. hx. 4. and xĩ v. 6. (e) Hoſ. x. 8 (J. Joſh. xxiĩĩi 
13. Pie. Ixii. 14. (£) Ezek. ii. 20. | 


45 
bc 
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To our own and others hurt, how heedleſsly we ruſh 
vpon them! and ſinfully ſtumble and fall in our con- 
verſation! | 2 | ; 
3. They are repreſented as Devices and wites (a) 
With what craft do Satan and his agents deviſe and lay 
them before us! How well they are ſuited to our na- 
ture, tempers, and circymſitances! How cunningly are 
fins therein repreſented to us as virtues ; as ſmall fins, 
that can be eafily repented ef, and may be readily for- 
iven! How crafttly we are diſſuaded from duty, as 
if unſeaſonable, unimportant, unplain, or dangerous 
Attend, my ſoul, be not ignorant of theſe devices. 
4. They are repreſented as a BUFFETING ROD; and 
THORN in the fleth (5). Ah! how they haraſs, opprefs 
and grieve ſome ; chiefly ſaints /-and render them weary 
of their life! My ſoul, what time thou art pricked. or 
buffeted, have recourſe to Jeſus, that his grace may be 
ſufficient for me. - | 
5. They are repreſented as a siFiTNG (c). Alas! 
how Satan, by them, troubleth, toſſeth, and trieth the 
ſaints! But, bleſſed Redeemer, thou haſt prayed for 
them, that their faith fail not. None ſhall ſhake them. 
out of thy hand; nor fhall the fmalleſt ftone of their 
number fall to the earth. e 
6. They are repreſented as a waxsTT ING and wax- 
FARE (d). How cloſely, how furiouſly, how cratftily, 
do Satan and his agents therein ply the ſaints !' endea- 
vour to trip up their heels! overturn and ruin their 


- foul ? but God ſhall make them ſtand. 


ue 


7. They are repreſented as Fiexy DaRTs (e). From 
what diſtance they may be caſt ! to heavenly ſouls, how 
terrible. their appearance! how ſuddenly, and from what 
unexpected airths they ſtrike ! how fearfully they kindle 


the corruption of our heart !—May I continually bathe 


myſelf in the fountain of a Saviour's blocd, and in the 
river of his Spirit, that I may readily quench all the 
fiery darts of the devil. e 

(a) 2 Cor. ii. 11. (6) 2 cor. Xi. 7. 77 Luxeccn. ; 
(4, Eph. vi. Lt. (e) Eph. vi. 1G. _ Bis 


e ee ee e oe ANG 
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CH A p. 1 
Metaphort reſteting proſperity, rivitual or temporal 


ROSPERITY is ms to LIFE (4). 


If my gold or filver abound, be thou, my ſoul, lifted 


np in the ways of the Lord ; do thou good to others; 


and run in the way of his commandments, when he en- 
largeth my heart. 

2. It reſembles the having the head anointed avith 
oil (b)- In the enjoyment thereof, men do, or wandt 
to appear comely, lovely, and cheerful. 

3. It is repreſented as a Atting under our own vines 


and fig-trees, and a beating weapons of war into inſtru- 


ments of huſbandry (c) ; to mark the pitaſure, the pro- 
— rty, the refrelhment, the peace, ſatisfaction, and 

fety therein comprehended —Sit, my ſoul, under Je- 
ſus' ſhadow, with great delight; let his fruit be ſweet 

to my taſte. Thus, though the fig tree ſhould not 
bloſſom, and no meat be in the vine, and the labour of 
the elive fail; yet will I rejoice in the Lord,. and be 
Joyful in the God ef my ſalvation. With deteſtarion 


Mall T caſt away the weapons of my rebellion againſt 


him; and improve the remembrance of my wickedneſs 
to render me active in goſpel holineſs, : 

4. It is repreſented as a LiFTiNG ve (4). It pre- 
vents contempt and oppreſſion; renders us more viſible 


to mankind; exalts us to honour, authority, pleaſure, 


and more abundant uſefulneſs —May I be raiſed up to- 
28 with Chriſt: fo, when men are caſt down, I 


all day, there is ting *p, and he hall fave the humble 


Peron. 

Wy It is repreſented as HEALTH "at FATNESS Yay 

Thereby pain, trouble, and poverty, are removed, and 
| ral ſtrength, and extenſive influence, abundant 
ulneſs, honour, and e e in their room. 


* Fl 


00 Pſal. xxx 5. 00 Pſal. ark. 3. (e) Mic iv. 3. 4 
* Job xaii. 25 e) Jer. zaziii. 6. Prove xii. 4. ah 


What uſefulneſs and aptneſs for work attend it! 


x 


he thou, O Saviour, the health of 25 countenance, 
and my God. 
6. It is repreſented as a TREE OF LIFE (a): What 
eaſure, courage, comfort, and vivacity. it affords ! 
— Bleſſed Jeſus, how often have my deferred hopes of 
fellowſhip with thee made my heart fick but when 
thou comeſt, thou art a tree of li ife 3 3 Wan _ bret 


I ſhall live alſo. 


7. It is compared to a fouriching FIELD ar fas 
DEN (5). How pleaſant and refreſhful to behold ! and 
how promiſing of what is better !—Lord, render my 
ſoul as a watered garden, whoſe ſprings fail not! | 

8. It is compared to LIGHT; to the sun; the 
MOON 3 tO a LAMP: a CANDLE (c). By means thereof 
are men noticed, and re ardfully diſtinguiſhed; aud 
have an opportunity of active uſefulneſs. 1 plea-· 
ſant and delightful it is! Yet how faſt all out ward pro- 


ſperity haſtens to its final period! and the brighter it 


ſhine, its duration is ordinarily the ſhorter. May the 
Lord be my everlaſting light, and my God my glory. 


It is compared to a SPRING-TIDE ; a MORNING, 
or bar (4). Therein our enjoyments bud; and promiſe 


much increaſe; every thing in our lot ſeems freſh and 
imiling, and calleth us to activity and labour. There- 
in we are warmed with pleafure and fulneſs; ſing for 
joy, and walk abroad with airs of gaiety and cheerful- 


neſs. But how . does the winter and night of 


death ſucceed ! 

10. It is compared to MOISTURE: ond DEW (e). How 
refreſhing, pleaſant, and uſcfal1 and therein ought we, 
like a dew from the Lord of Sony to OR and do good 


to others. . 


Chap. IX. Scairrung-Marargoks. 383 5 | 


Fl 


14. It 8 3 to war zk; 3 A FOUNTAIN 3 a i= 


ver (J). Ho pleaſant to beheld, or enjoy it! What 
extenſive uſefulneſs, apparent ſecurity, and continyin 

duration, it ſeemeth to promiſe ! But how often it 
proves brooks "_ Toma 5 is e de out 66.4 ite 


N 7] F 


(a) prov. xl. 12 · (6; IC. viii. 11. (e If, Irs: 20- ral 
viii. 28. (4) If. xxxv. I. 2. and xxi. 2. 6 Pſal, xxzii. 4. 


Job xxix. 19. OI . 
3 | 12. Is 
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12 Mt is compared to a TABLE; a FEAST ; a CUP OF 


WINE ; or MILK (a). It is divinely ſet before us, and 


meaſured out to us ; ; it is pleaſantly and greedily em- 


braced by us; and cheerful and merry it rendereth us. 


— ut art net thou, endleſs nuptial- feaſt of the Lamb, 


thou new wine in the Father's kingdom, thou milk, 


not of the Gentiles, but of Jeſus, ten thouſand times 


i 


8. 9. (g) ai xii. 5. Prov. Auiv. 121 


ſweeter than haney to my tafte ! 


13. It is called a cxown (5). What glory, reſpect, 


and authority attend it! But alas, how tottering! how 
eaſily it falls from our head, becauſe we have finned ! 

14. The rich man's wealth is his sTRoNG ciTY (c). 
He truſts and depends on it for ſafety ; and is by it 
protected from various inſults and dangers. 

15. Riches are likened to:eacLEs(d). How auich- 
ly they often fly away from men, never to be regained ! 
and mount towards heaven, to accuſe their owners to 
God, for abuſing them! 

16. They are called the manmon of unrighteouf. 


75 (e). What a numerous collection and muſtitude! 


ow often the object of much uarighteouſneſs in pro- 
curing and keeping them! — What others ſinfully gain 
or uſe, let me lawfully get, and lay out in works of 
piety and charity, that I may be rewarded in the hea- 
venly, the ever/afting habitation. 

17. Saints count all but Loss and bund to win 
Chriſt (J). In compariſon of him, they reckon every 


| other thing e ee ae and vile. 


CHAP. . 
Metaphors reſpeAing adverſe We 


0 R E troubles are likened to a troop of RoRSE- 


Men; and repreſented as the TEARs of God 


| ſet in array againſt one (g). O the irreſiſtible force 


the-impoſlibility of fleeing from them! and the fear, 
perplexity, aſtoniſhment, and often hopeleſs ſtupidity, 
of men under them. 


(a) PL xxiii. 5. If Txvi. 11. 6) Lam. v. 16. (c) Prov. 
Xx. 15. {d) Prov. xxiii. 3. (e) Luke xvi. 9. (F) Philip. Hl 


| 2» 2. Affliction 


= % 
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. Affliction is called the BLAST and BREATH of 


God, sMok r out of his naſtril (a). How eaſily he in- 


flicts it upon us! and thereby, how are we toſſed, fan - 
ned, unſettled, and perplexed! Amidſt my troubles 
Lord, breathe on me, and cauſe me to receive the 
Holy Ghoſt. e E Rt 
3. It is compared to Lions; BEARS; and $SER- 
PENTS {b). What terror and ravage it ſpreads. in the 
world In deſolating judgments, how | unmercifully 
are men torn and ſtung in their perſons and enjoy- 
ments! ME | | 
4- It is likened to an aLmanD TREE (c); to mark + 
its ſpeedy approach, and its laſting duration. How 
quickly violence riſeth up into a rod of wickedneſs ! 
How quickly pride buds, and brings forth puniſh- 
ment | | SS PI ß | 
5. Tt is compared to a thorn hedge; a ſurrounding 
aball of heaun ſtone; a wall of gall and travail (d). It 
fops our courſe and enterprize; ſhuts us up from liber- 
ty and eſcape. How often our attempts to remedy it, 
do but prick us, and embitter our condition more and 
more! 5 NY | | 
6. It is repreſented as a feeding on gravel, and ſour - 
rapes z and having the teeth ſet on edge (e). How dé 
Pal and unpleaſant! How bitter it renders life, and 
the enjoyments thereof! Lord, ſweeten all my troubleg 


— 


with thy love ſhed abroad in my heart. 
7. Sore trouble is repreſented as a freading daun? 
a cutting down; a drying up; a covering with azhes 6 % 
to denote the violent debaſement and oppreſſion, the 
ainful agony, the deprivation of comfort, and of the 
yep of it, therein contained. 54711 
8. It is called a licking of the duſt like ſerpent ; 4 
moving in the holes of the earth ; a ſitting in the duſt (s )z 
to mark the dreadful debaſement, the ſhame, and the 
difficulty of obtaining neceſſary proviſion, contained in 
it. And how often do ſinners then wail as dragonty 
end hiſs and murmur as ſerpents { e 


, 


— 


(a) Job. iv. 9. (5) Amos v. 15. Ecel. x. 8. (e) Jer. 
i. 1 I» | (d: Lam: iii. 5g. 7. (e) Lam. iii. 16. Ezck. xviiio 
S» YT xxile 3. 12 Micah vü. 17. AE 2 Ke 2 SED 
- 4 A a Kk 9. It. ; 


* 
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9. It is called a breating in the place of dragons, and 
with breach upon breach (a). How often it is inflicted 
by inſtruments cruel] and unmerciful, who ſcarce allow 
the leaſt hope of outgate! How often is one painful 
and debaſing judgment added to another! How effectu- 
ally they break our ſpirits, deprive us of joy, vigour, 
and courage! break our bodily conftitution * break off 


our purpoſes! break to pieces our worldly enjoyments! - 


break aſunder families, churches, and nations. — O je- 
ſus, heal our preſent breaches, which are wide like the 
ſea. | 
10. Adverſity is compared to a voice, or ſeunding of 


trumpets (b). Often God warns men of it; and by it 


he folemnly calls us to conſider our ways, and with 
whom we have to do; to repent of our ſin, and flee. to 
Jeſus, from the wrath which is to come. O may I di- 
ſtinctly know what is ſpoken and ſounded } | 

11. Fearful affliction is repreſented as a ſcattering of 
Erimſione upon one's habitation (c); alluding to the o- 
verthrow of Sodom; aud to mark how wrathful, diſ- 
agreeable, and hopeleſs, it renders our condition. 

12. God's judgments upon Antichriſt are repreſent- 
ed as the pouring out of ſeven vials (d); to mark how 
wiſcly, gradually, and completely his vengeance ſhall 
overtake that abominable ſtate. Vet how ſparingly, in 
compariſon of the full floods of his wrath in hell! 

13. Affliction is called a TRIAL (e). By it God 
calleth us to the bar of our conſcience, to examine and 
eonſider our ways; and he manifeſts to ourſelves, or 
the world around, what tempers and diſpoſitions we are 
of. — ; - 
14. It is compared to the ſcorching near of the ſun, 
or XOON-TIDE /. In it how vehemently do an angry 
God, prevailing corruptions, wicked angels and men, 
diſquiet our ſouls, our bodies, and deprive us of our 
reſt, refreſhment, comfort, and glory! How is our du- 
ty thereby bindered, or rendered hard to perform. 
Under ſuch trouble, let me flee under Chriſt's ſhadow, 
and live as one planted in, and watered by him. 

(a) Pſal. xliv. 29. - Job xvi. 14. (b) Micah vi. 9. Rev. 
viii. 5 —13. (/ Job. xviii. 5 · (d) Rev. xvi. (e) Ezek. 
Aki. 13. J) Rev. xvi. 8. Song i. 7. 
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1 5. It is compared to an EVENING or NIGHT (a). 
It ſucceeds a morning of proſperity, opportunity, or 
life. In it, Chriſt, the Sun f righteouſneſs, and other 
ſun-like comforts, are withdrawn; and only moons of 
inſtituted ordinances, ſtars of miniſters, and ſuch like 
leſſer comforts, are left behind. How often doth our 
ſun go down at noon ! eur comforts forſake uss when 
we leaſt expected it! In trouble, how heartleſs; cold; 
painful; and dangerous to live! What deluſive meteors 
of vain fancies, and flattering temptations, blaze abroad! 
What wild beaſts of hurtful inclinations range around, 


; ſeeking whom they may devour! How ſlowly time 
* ſeems to move ! How drowſy and ſtupid our fouls of- 
L ten become! And how often is the darkneſs and dan- 
ö ger greateſt, before the day - ſpring of deliverance ap- 
: + 


| 16. It is compared to DARKNEss (5). It is a judg- 
7 ment divinely inflicted, and occaſioned by the hiding of 
- God's face; by his removal of the ſun and lamp of pro- 
= ſperity; by his depriving us of his word and ordinan- 
ees; and by his cutting off the great men of a church 


- or ſtate. How unpleaſant and unactive it renders our 
w life! What wandering and ſtumbling it occaſions ! 
ll How different its degrees, though it can ſtill become 
in worſe | How grievous, eſpecially to thoſe who have 
| taſted the pleaſures of an oppoſite lightſome proſperity ! 
od How often it is ſuch a mixture of mercy and judgment, 
nd that it is hard to ſay which prevails in it ! Yet, let me 
Or reverence it; it is the doing of the Lord, let it be won- 
are drous and acceptable in mine eyes; It is his pavilion 


and ſecret place; let me therein behave as in his imme- 
un, W diate preſence ; let me fee/ after bim; though clouds and 
ry WM darkneſs be round about him, judgment, mercy, and 
en, truth, go before his face. | | 
our 17. Afflictions are compared to cLoups (c). How 
du- great their variety, how numerous their ingredients! 

how often they ſuddenly come upon us! how fignally 
they obſtruct our light and comfort; and render us dull, 
heavy, cold, and careleſs Yet doth not God ride theres 


(a) If, xxi. 12. Zech. xiv. 7. (b) Lam. iii. 2. (c) Pal. 
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en? Is not he preſent in them? and is it not his alone 
to remove them? +4 

18. They are compared to RAIN; DEW; and DROPS. 
of the night (4). How numerous their ingredients! 
how grievous ; and for the preſent, ſeemingly. hurtful 
to the diſtreſſed! Yet afterward, how often profitable 
to render us fruitful in the works of righteouſneſs ! 

Blefſed Saviour, what eountleſs drops of divine wrath 


fell on thine head, thine heart! O thy amazement and 
heavineſs under the weight thereof! but how delightful 


and numerous the fruits of glory to God, and felicity to. 


men, thereby produced! | 
19. They are likened to wixTER (Y). God appoints 
and limits them. The withdrawment of his ſmiling 
countenance, the removal of his warming and illumina- 
ting word and ordinances, or ef outward proſperity, oc- 
caſion them. How painful to endure! how often they 
Eill ſuch as are not rooted and grounded in Chrift ! how 
they nip the weeds of corruption in the ſaints; and cut 
off the vermine of carnal profeſſors from among them |! 
How effectually they render difficult our way to the 
heavenly kingdom ; and, proportional to their ſeverity, 
ſweeten the ſpring-tide-of glory, when it cometh ! A. 
dored Jeſus, how tremendous was thy winter of ſuffer- 
ing! thy ſoul was troubled, amazed, and very heavy, 
forrowful even unto death. O ſhocking winter that be- 
ſtormed, that pained, that froze to death, him who is 
the Almighty God ! But rejoice, my ſou], the winter 
is paſt, the rain is over and gone; Jefus hath ſuffered, 
and entered into his glory. The winter of my unrege- 
neracy is paſt ; quickly ſhall all my winters of raging 
corruption and trouble be finiſhed, and one eternal ſpring 

enſue. ä 8 
20. They are compared to ſtorms of wind; nai. ; 
and aAIx (c). By the abounding of iniquity ; by the 
warit of humiliation under former trials; by the death 
of godly men; by inſpired hints applied to the conſci- 
ence, and the like, they are often foreboded. Out of 
God's treaſures of indignation, they are brought forth ; 
and by his power and wiidom, they are governed; devils 
2 (a) Song v. 2. Matth. vii. 25. (5) Song th 11. (Cc) if 
XXviii. 11. Matth. vil. 2.5 . 


tion? with temptations of Satan, and prevalency o 
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and wicked men being no more than his inſtruments. 
How ſwiftly they purſue ! how ſuddenly ; how terribly 
and irreſiſtibly they fertze upon mortals! what deſola- 
tions they make inthe earth * how wretched, perplexed, 
and painful, is the caſe of thoſe under them, who are 
without Chrift - how the ſtorm ſweeps away their lying 
refuges of vain imaginations, ſ{elf-11ghteouſneſs, and ſin- 
ful methods of deliverance ! how this whirlwind binds 


them up in its wings, and hurls them into eternal ruin! 


21. They are compared to warxkR-s ours; BROOKS ; 
OVERFLOWING STREAMS; and swELLINx GS OF JORDAN (a). 
How various the inſtruments and ingredients thereof! 
how they run in our way to the celeſtial bliſs! 1a what 
high degree; and how ſuddenly, ſucceſſively, violently, 
and irreſiſtibly, they often attack us! How loud, how 


terrible their meſſage from God to our conſcience: how 


muddy and diſagrecable to our taſte | What havock they 
make in families, nations, and enjoyments! How effec- 
tually they carry off into eternal wo, theſe who are not 
anchored, rooted, and grounded in Chriſt! 

22. They are compared to DEPTHS and DEEP 
M1RES(b). How often they gradually increaſe and 
overwhelm us! how faſt they retain, and refuſe to let 
us go! In them, how wretched, cold, perplexed, and 
diſpirited our ſoul! how incapable are we to recover 
ourſelves from them! How often, my ſoul, are the deeps 
like to ſwallow me up ! how often am I deprived of the 
ſmiles of Jeſus? love! perplexed with ingratitude te 


him! afraid of his juſt wrath ! oppreſſed with his judg- 


ments! haraſſed in conſcience with fears of utter 7 52 


ward corruption! But rejoice, ſeſus was nights and 
days in the deep, that he might pave my deeps with 
his everlaſting love. His way is in the ſea, and his 
path in the mighty waters; and from all my great deeps 
ſhall he draw me out. Though now deep call unto deep 


all his waves and billows go over me; yet his loving- 
kindneſs will the Lord command in the day-time. 'The 


name of all my deeps is, The Lord is there. 


(a) Pſal. xlii. 7. and CI. 7. Jer. = 5. (b) Pal. Nix. 
I. 3. and xl. a+ | | 8 5 
K k 3 23. Trouble 
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23. Trouble is compared to a wit. DERNEss (a). How 
difficult to live in it! hew expoſed to enemies, ſnares, 
and temptations! how hard to diſcern our ſtate and 
condition; or find a way of eſcape! how many are our 
wants! how rough our way !- While I am here, may 
Js nova feed me with his hidden manna ; lead, humble, 
and prove me; and do me good in my latter end. 
224. It is called a var rk; a BOTTOM; a VALLEY 
of the ſhadow of death (b). Tberein, hew debaſed is 
our condition! how ready are we to be trodden upon! 
What preludes of death ! What terrors often ſurround 
us therein Vet in this low valley hath not my ſoul or- 
dinarily moſt moiſture ? and is fhe not moſt fruit. 
ful? Let me then never fear trouble or death, while E 
have a Chrift with me. 

25. It is compared to P:Ts ; NETS3 sNAR ESB] STUM- 
BLING-BLOCKS (c). How witkedly do Satan and his 
agents often prepare them for us; and drawus into them! 
How unprepared and fuddenly, do we often fall into 
them! How often are we ſo entangled, that endeavours 
to extricate ourſelves do but inveigle us more and more! 
How often we rage as wild bulls in a net! How often, 
we are overthrown, hurt, and bruiſed by them ! en 
fadly they ſtop our way, and render us unfightly ! 

26. Is 18 compared to a PRISON; STOCKS 3 or CHAIN (%. 
It reſtrains our liberty; marks our guilt; promotes our 
ſhame, fear, pain, diſquiet, and often connection with 
bad companions. It is thine, O ſupreme Judge, to 
caſt us into, and deliver us from it. Our attempts to 
eſcape at our own hands, do but add to our miſery.— 
My ſou}, quietly bear thy ſhame; accept the puniſhment 
of thine 1 iniquity 3 - be Hill, amidſt thy trouble, 2257 God 
himſelf bring thee out. 

227. It is compared to a BED (e). Our ſpirit it con- 

fines ; our activity it reſtrains. Under it, how fick, 
uneaſy, unſightly, lean, deſtitute of courage or comfort 
are we! 

28. It is compared to a VIRE 3 A FURNACE ; "FLAMES ; 
an oven (J). How often it breaks forth ſuddenly ! 


(z) Hoſ. ii. 14+ () Zech. i. 8. Pſal. xxiii. 4. (e) Pfal. 
wii. 15. and x. 9. (4) Pſal. cxlii. 6. (e) Rev. ii. 22. 
(J) Zech. ziü. 3. 
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how quickly it ſpreads! how terrible its alarms! how 
hard to ſtop, and painful to endure it! As good ſub- 
ſtance, the ſaints are only melted and purified ; as ſtub- 
ble, the wicked are deſtroyed, and haſtened to eternal 
fire. It makes mens faces lite flames; fills them with 
reddening terror and rage. It makes them hacer than 
a coal; deprives them of their joy, their glory, and ho- 
nour. It renders them /zke bottles in the ſmoke, quite 
unſightly, and almoit ufeleſs.— When I paſs through 
the fire, be thou, Jeſus, with me; fo ſhall I not be 
burnt, nor the flame kindle upon me. 

29. It is compared to aRRows; to a 8worDz and 


other weapons of war (a). Afflictiens are launched 


from the bow of God's providence, and "managed and 
directed by his hand. How numerous and well- aimed! 
How often do they ſecretly and unexpectedly ſtrike, 


wound, pierce, and pain our body or fou} How often, 


O Lord, have thine arrows ſtuck faſt in me, and thine 
afflicting hand preſſed me ſore ! how often have the poi- 
Fon thereof, the torment and fear ariſing therefrom, ex- 
haufted the joy, courage, and eaſe of my ſpirit! 

30. It is compared to a RoD or SCOURGE (5). What 
a painful and grievous conſequence of fin ! It is ſent to 


cauſe us conſider our evil ways, and turn to the Lord': 


Kindly we ought to receive it, and carefully to improve 
it. How often it proves beneficial to promote our eon- 
viction, and converſion to God! Such as being often 
eorrected, harden their neck, ſhall be ſuddenly deſtroys 
ed, and that without remedy,._.iCorra me, O Lord, 
but in meaſure ; and let. thy rod ier all my 5 my 


fooliſhneſs, from my heart. 


31. It is compared to a WOUND 3 DISEASE 3 LEAN= 


'NE88 (c). How ſharply it ry us?- how Godly i it con- 
fines, and abridgeth our liberty ! ſpoils us of our glory 
and fulneſs; and renders us weak and unſightly! Alas! 


by negle& to receive and digeſt my ſpiritual proviſion ; 


by finful anxiety ; by immoderate care about earthly 


things; by taking ſatisfaction in carual and ſinful plea- 
la diſcaſes of bin and laren Wee a 


fa) Job. vi. 4. (59 Job. ix. 34. 0 If. i. 6. and 
ALI v. 16. ? | 
. lean, 
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Chriſt 


— . —— 
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lean, a deformed ſccſeton am 11 My leannefs, my leans 
neſs ! wo unto me. 

32. It is repreſented as a thing cxookxeD (a). In the 
rhe or outward caſe-of our perſon ; in the caſe of 
our family, our friends or enjoyments, how uneven, dif- 
ſimilar, diſagreeable, and uncomely, it renders our lot! 
O the unnumbered crooks of mine ! By thy favour, 
blefled Jeſus, thou lifteſt me up; and by thy rebukes 
thou caſteſt me down: but eternity fhal] . even all. 
Let not then my ſoul endanger herſelf, eſſaying to 


make firaight, what be hath made crooked. 


33. Ir is called a cxoss{b). Like the . eroſſ- 
es, to which malefactors were fixed, it ſtretcheth, pains, 


and expoſeth us as ſhameful malefactors in God's ſight. 


It eroſſeth our hopes, deſires, deſigns, and attempts: we 


look for good ; but evil comes: we ſeek light; and be- 


hold it 1s beter e 1 OE trouble be the cro/s of 


4. It is compared to a BurDEN and wzichr (e). 
It Sorireleth and finks our ſpirits ; it lowers our circum- 
flances. It renders us uneaſy in life, and unfit for ex- 
tenſive action. If burdens be impoſed, if plowers plow 


upon my back, it is the grief, the load which the Lord 


hath appointed me: Jet me therefore patiently bear it;; 
be dumb becauſe he doth it. Jeſus bare my griefs, and 


carried my ſorrows: he hath borne and carried; and 


even to old age he will bear, and he will carry, and he 


will deliver me. Be thou, my ſoul, a follower of them, 


who through faith and patience inherft the promiſes. 
35+ It is called a yoxe (4). How cloſely it cleaveth 
to us, and joins us together ! firmly we are fixed there- 


in; fadly is our ſpirit often galled thereby. Neverthe- 
145 it obligeth us to follow the courſe appointed for us, 
in the providence of God. It is a yoke of tranſgreſſion 


wreathed about our neck, by our iniquities; for though 


hand join in hand, the finner ſhall not go unpuniſhed. 


36. It 1s called a HOOK 3 and BRIDLE (e). By ap- 
plying it to men, and painfully tormenting them there- 


with, God, at his pleaſure, reſtrains them from their in- 


tended purpoſes ;z drags them througa the world, and 


(a) Eccl. vii. 13- ) Matth xvi. 24. (6) I. XXX. 27. 
(4) II. x. 27 (e) If. XXVii. 29. 5 = 
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the diverſified circumſtances thereof; and at laſt draws 


them into the eternal ſtate. 
37. It is compared to a Fan ; and 81evs (2). There- 
by God tries and diſcovers what we are; toſſeth us up 


and down; ſeparates ſinners from the ſaints in the 
church; for what is ihe chaff to the wheat ? Hereby he 
fans and fifis our hopes; for what is the chaff of vain 


imaginations to the comfortable oracles of Chrift ! 
Hereby he ſcatters families and nations before him, 
hghter than the ſmall duſt of the balance. It is a fene 
of vanity, as God therein ſhews mens emptineſs ; ſets 
them one againit another; and ſpreads deſtruction a- 
mong the nations.— Lord, fift thy choſen as thou wilt, 
38. It is compared to GALL ; and wormwoon: (3). 
How bitter and difagreeable to nature! But, being 
mixed with mercy, how profitable it is to the ſaints ! 
It kills our inward vermine of corrupt inclinations; it 
brings down our pride; purgeth off our filth ; cures 
our ſpiritual barrenneſs and deadneſs; and enlargeth 
our appetite and deſire after Chriſt. —O the height, the 
depth, of the wiſdom and knowledge of God, who by 
gall and awormauood uſhers in ſweet Jeſus, and his glory, 
to my heart 1 ; ', 
39. It is compared to a cvy, full of liquor (). God 
exactly meaſureth it out to men; and every one muſt take 


his ſhare. How often it maketh us ſtagger as drunken 


men, not knowing what to do; nor whither to go? 
How often it renders us ſtupid and enraged Hom 
often it cauſeth us vomit up our ſhame, confeſſing our 
wickedneſs, parting with that which we had ſinfully 
gained; or porring forth our blaſphemous rage againſt 
the divine Manager of all plagues + How often it is a 
eup of fury, proceeding from the revenging wrath of 
God! making men drunk with their own had; ſtupified 


with their miſeries! How often it is a cup of trembling 
and aſtonichment, making us quake and faint at the 


thought of receiving, or of continuing to drink ut /— 
Adored Redeemer, what a cup was thine ! a cup of 
trembling, filled with wine of aſtuniſbment ! a cup full 

(a) Jer. zv. 7. I. 22%- 28. (b) Jer. iv. 15. (e) Jer. 
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of the fury of the Lord, full of thine own blood! a cup 
deep as hell, and broader than the ſea * O how my heart 
is wonder. truck? How melted to hear thee cry of it, 
The cup that my Father giveth me, ſhall I not drink it! 2 


to ſee thee wring out the bitter dregs thereof, and drink 


them out for whom! for ME. 

40. The afflictions of Chriſt and his people are ates 
their BAPTISM (a). Through theſe they are dedicated 
to God; put off their connections with fin, and the 
mortality that attends it. How, Jeſus, waſt thou ſtrait- 


ened, till thy baptiſm was accompliſhed * How thy 


bowels heaved within thee, to finda vent in love, in fighs 
in groans, in blood, in death, for men / for mt !—— 


Heave all my powers; burſt thou mortal frame with 


love; with longing for my Chriſt. 

41. The overthrow of nations or churches is repre- 
ſented as a rolling together the heavens ; a turning the 
fun ints blackneſs; and the moon into blood, and cauſing 
the flars to fall (b); to mark the ſhocking and fear- 

| manger in which their frame is diſſolved and broken 
to pieces; their luminaries periſh ; their idolatrous ob- 
jects of. worſhip are diſgraced ; their magiſtrates and 
miniſters ejected, and barbarouſly murdered ; their or- 


dinances, laws, and ſtatutes, are abolifiied. — Theſe, . 


my Lord, ſhall periſh ; but thou ſhalt endure: they 


ſhall be changed ! but thou : art the ſame, and thy Pos | 


have no end. 
42. The overthrow of nations and churches is com- 


pared to an EARTHQUAKE (c). How terrible and de- 


ftrugive! How it makes mens hearts to fail and quake 


for fear! How dreadfully it rends aſunder the whole 


frame of government ! How furiouſly and ſuddenly are 
magiſtrates, miniſters, and great men, theſe, exalted 
and overtopping mountains, private perſons, theſe 
Plain fields and uſeful rivers, 285 out of their re- 
ſpective ſtations and enjoyments ! 

43. The overthrow of a nation or church is likened 


to an HARVEST and VINTAGE (4). Men being ripe in, 


and having filled up the whole meaſure of iniquity, 
which divine patience intended to bear with, God cuts 
(a) Matth. xx. 22. 23. (Þ) Match. xxiv. 29. Rev. vi. 12. 13. 


| If. xiii. 10. (c) Rev. xi. 13. (d, Joel iii. 13. Rev. xiv- 15. 20. 
* : them 
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them off from their ſtanding. The wicked he caſts in 
bundles, or multitudes, into hell-fire ; the ſaints he either 
preſerves in life, or by death carries them home to 
himſelf. ' Ah ! what pricking thorns, and blaſting whirl- 
wind, do many then reap, as the puniſhment of their 
crimes! _ | 
44. Civil puniſhment is called a wee. brought o- 

ver the wicked (2); Alluding perhaps to feme an- 
cient method of torture; and in order to repreſent its 
eaſy execution, and bruiſing influence. | 

45. Church-cenſure is called a rop (5). It is in- 


tended to correct men for their ſin, and to reclaim 


them from it to Chriſt; and it is to be applied with 
tender affection, meekneſs, equity, and prudence. _ 
46. Lets and impediments in the way of performing 
an enterprize, are called mountains ; gates of iron and 
braſs; the ſea; the river Euphrates ; and flreams of 
Egypt (c). Becauſe they ſignally ſtop and hinder the 
execution of defigns. But lie what will in che way 
of performing the promiſe, thy power, O Jeſus, ſhall 
remove it, in the time thereof: mountains ſhall leap 


aſide; ſeas and rivers ſhall dry up, at the rebuke of thy 


countenance. 


e n AB 1444 2 


Metaphors reſpecting human life. 114 


1. H UMAN life is compared to a rosr (4), 
Night and day, it ſwiftly paſſeth forward; nor 
can any thing ſtop its progreſs one moment. Ye ſons 
of men, improve every moment thereof. Riſe early in 
the morning of it, to follow-hard after God. Reſt on 
no preſent enjoyment. If you come not up to Jeſus, 
in due time, your eternal life muſt go for it, | 
2. It is compared to the FLIGHT of an eagle baffing 
to her prey (e). With the utmoſt ſwiftneſs it paſſet 
away, ſcarce leaving the marks where it hath been. 


(a) Prov. xx. 26. ; (5) 1 Cor. iv. 21. (c) If. xl. 4. and 
xlv. 2. and zi. 15. Rey. zvi. 22. (i) Job. ix. a5. (e) Job. 
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What years I have lived, are not lived, but loft, 


What but veſtiges of folly and guilt are te be ſeen be- | 


hind me! "IST 1-6 

3. Ir is compared to a FLOWER, Or GRASS (a). In 
our infancy and youth, how fair and beautiful!” At 
Jerovan's pleaſure, how quickly are we cut down by 
untimely death! or withered by old age ! But ſhall not 
my lif-, hereafter, revive as the corn, and grow as the 


4 


4. It is compared to a war and JouRNEY (5). How 


much trodden ! how conftantly purſued ! how quickly 
ended! My foul, while thou art in this way, agree 
with God. Let my whole way point towards eternal 

_ bliſs. | EO. 72 


5. It is compared to a FEAST (c). In it God giveth 
ſome a cup of conſolation and proſperity; to others he 


giveth bread of affliction, a cup of adverſity and wo, 


Vhichſoever my Father giveth me, let me cheerfully 
drink it. If I am in Chriſt, my life is a continual 


Feaſt. | | 


6. It is compared to a valuable MERCHANDISE fe be 
redeemed (d). Eternal and unbounded felicity or mi- 
ſery depends on every moment of it. By the enjoys 


ment of God, every moment may be rendered more 


valuable than the whole earth. Senſible of its impor- 
tance, deeply concerned that we have laviſhed ſo muck 
of it on Satan, the world, and eur luſts, we are to be 


- doubly careful in improving the reft.—My ſoul, how 


hath time lien heavy,on thine hand! How often "haſt 


thou been ſtraitened how to diſpoſe of it! How often 


by - unneceſſary ſleep, by idle converſe, by vain. and 
wicked devices, haſt thou murdered its moſt ſacred 
moments! are its few years too long to love Chrift ! 


too long, to prepare for eternity ! too long, to ſecure 


the ſalvation of an immortal foul! Heareſt thou, my 
ſoul, what murdered moments. witneſs againſt thee ? 
Muſt my life go, for theirs! O dear- bought ſleep, if 
it coſt me a reſtleſs eternity in hell! O coſtly hour for 
drinking a bottle, if rapid with an eternal drinking of 
of unmixed wrath © O ill purchaſed hours for a ball, 
* (a) Job.'xiv. 2. James i. (5) Match. v. 25. (c) 1 Cor. v. 8. 
d- Eph. v. 16. | : ONT 
8 8 horſes 
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horſe race, or ſtage de E they coſt me everlaſting 
fellowſhip in fire with the devikand his angels! O dear 
bought opportunity of an idle rifit, or unedifying chat, 
if it cot me endleſs weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth! Will the momentary enjoyment of a ſenſual plea- 
ſure, common to me with the beaſts, countervail the 
damage of unceaſing torment ? Should I, by giving 
my heart, my care, my time; to the world, gain the 
whole of 1 it, what will it advantage me, if I lofe my ſoul? 

7. It is compared to swirr sHIfs (2). How 
quickly it paſſeth away, and carrieth us into the ocean 
of eternity! And how many in jt imagine every thin 
moving but themſelves ! How' often e, —1 
brought to the Brink of ruin! 

8. It is compared to a $#vEHERD's TENT (5). E- 
ternity apart, how mean it appears! how ealily our 
lot therein is e 15 en ey is life itſelf diſſol- 
ved and finiſned! if) 

9. It is compared to a werk or par 6e). Therein 
we are to be laboriouſſy occupied, ſecuring our preſent _ 
and future felicity. Its duration is fixed; and, at the 
end thereof, we ſhall enter on the reſtfol ſabbath of e- 
verlaſting happineſs, or fear? il night of unceafing mi- 
ſery. My ſoul, de L paſs = days in the _ of 
God? or in his fear? 

10. It is compared to EITE AD Ax, une 2 WATCH 

! the night (d). Quickly, and often amidſt darkness 
, perplexity, and trouble, it paſſeth way and cannot 
y be recalled. _. 
5 11. It is compared to a aba and HANDBREADTH (e). 
4 How fort its meaſure! how preciſely fixed by God is 
d its duration! and ought not its weit a uncertainty” 
to be ever before us! 

12. Tt is compared to a rab thatir 1d J. How 
little uſeful impreſſion it maketh upon our minds! To 
how little purpoſe hath the paſt been ſpent! How little 
_— ſenſe we have of 2 we do i in it! = 


$ 3 4 & 


FO = ix. 26. . (3) If xxxviif; t2. ( W ls 
(4, PIA. xc. 4. * Pfal. xxxix- 777 © (f} Pal. xc. % 


(4) Pial. X, $6 | 
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and empty! . How-ſadly paſt, before we are rightly ſen- 
fible of enjoying it! To how little purpoſe are we ei- 
ther pained or pleaſed in it! What multitudes therein 
never think a ſerious thought, nor beftir themſelves to 
one good work! | 

14. It is compared to a PREAM (a). How filled up 
with idleneſs and vanity ! How many 1n it are employed 


in they know not what, nor for what end! How are their 
minds ſtuffed with empty imaginations, that they are, 


or ſhall be happy! that they are Chriſtians indeed, and 
are employed in good works! yet how all turns out 
wanity and vexation of ſpirit ! l 
15. It is compared to the wind (5). How unſub- 
ſtantial! how ſwiftly, inſenfibly, and irreſiſtibly, it 
Paſſeth away, and returns no more! LA 
16. It is compared to a, weaver's 8$HUTTLE (c). 
With what rapidity do its moments run along ! and at 
laſt, as a web, we are cut out of the world, by death ! 
17. It is compared to a cLovD (4). Notwithftand- 
ng its promiſing appearances, how quickly is it ſpent ! 
and to how ſmall account! How much driven away by 
_ the blaſt of divine wrath ! It never returns; and with 
. . What terror, may many lock thereat! | | 
1358. It is compared to a varour (e). It, as it 
were, riſeth out of the earth. How extremely weak, 
frail, and fleeting! How toſſed to and fro with the 


leaſt breath of divine providence ! How quickly it ex- 


Pireth almoſt as ſoon as it exiſts ! 1 
19. It is compared to a sHADο⁹] //. O its emp- 
tineſs and uncertainty ! how quickly it goeth away, 
and never returns! I hear of a time to be born, and a 
time to die; but of none to live. Why, Lord, ſhould 
I then boaſt of it ? 3 | 1 
20. It is called vori (g). It bears no propor- 
tion to the eternity of God; nor to the future eternity 
of men. — Be thou, O time, as nothing in mine eye; 
but let eternity be all in all. Look not, my ſoul, at 
the things which are ſeen, which are temporal; but at 
the things which are not ſeen, which are eternal. 
049 Job. xx. 8. (b) Job. vii. 1. (c) Job. vii. 6. (4) Job 
Vii 9 (e) James iv. 14. (J) Eccleb viii. 23. (C) Pal. 
5 
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A 


Metaphors reſpeFting opportunities of obtaining 57 d 
ing good, which are the beſt part of human life. 
I. PPORTUNITY, or the ſeaſon of God's 


doing much for a perſon or people, and gi- 
ving them eminent acceſs to receive his benefits, is call - 
ed an your (a). Its period and duration are preciſely 
fixed by God. O how ſhort, when compared with e- 
ternity / And, at our infinite hazard, do we loſe a mo- 
ment thereof, in vanity or wickedneſs. | 


2. It is called a pay (5). How fixed and ſhort! 


Only during the continuance thereof, the ſun of prof- 
perity, or of ſacred inſpiration, ſhines upon us. Its 


morning is, when the mercy ſignally commenceth : Its 
noon is, when at its greateft brightneſs ; Its evening is, 
whea it 18 at its rujbing oint; Ah, how is the day of 
goſpel· opportunity detelted by multitudes, who hate 
its light becauſe their deeds are evil! How often 1s it 
beſtormed with trouble and perſecution! and becloud- 
ed with the rite of error and deluſion! When it draws 
to a period, how the warming influence of the Sun of 
righteouſneſs, and his word, abates! what ſhadows of 
error, ignorance, and empty forms of religion increaſe - 
what faithful,” laborious, and ſhining miniſters, are cut 


off, and ſucceeded by naughty ones! What dewy drops 


of divine judgment, ſpiritual and temporal, begin te: 
fall!“ What ſpiritual drowſineſs + what cooling and a- 
batement of love to God, and to one another! what 
wearineſs of religious exerciſe and ſpiritual watchful» 


neſs takes place]! What contentious and bloody appea-- 


rances do ſhowy profeſſors, theſe empty clouds, make 
in the church! What mountains of. guilt, offences, 
and ſeparation, interpoſe between us and our all- glorious 


Sun! How gradually the light of knowledge and 


truth decreaſeth ! how the windows of divine orthnan- _ 
ces are ſhut, and difgegarded as uſeleſs! How eminent 
faints, theſe birds of paradiſe, drop their notes, and 


(a) John. v. 25. 6b Heb: iii. 7. YG 
ox 1 re tird 
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retire to their heavenly reſt! and prophane owls, and 
other doleful creatures, men wicked, and erroneous, 
boldly appear! To theſe tokens, what fearful night of 
wo ſucceds * When Jeſus, our bleffed Sun, withdraws 
bimſcH, how bujks the moon like world in our heart! 
ſtarry miniſters, with their artificial light of gifts and 
modes, are all in all. How fall theſe flars, and be- 
come earthly, ſenfual, deviliſh ! What deceitful pre- 

- * tenders, as blazing meteors, fly” What dark igno- 
rance; what bemiſting deluſion ; what works of wick- 
ednefs abound? what idle floth; what ſtill ſtupidity x 
what wandering and ſtumbling prevail! How. unuſed 
and inf uz] is the glaſs of God's word! How bolted 
are mens hearts te Jeſus the Lord !--O my ſoul, while it 
is called to day, bear his voice; harden not thine heart. 
Now is the accepted time; now eis the day of fajvation. 
Alas! the day is far ſpent, the night cometh, wherein 
no man can work. In Zion, a night is come; behold, 


3. It is called a morxinG and DAY-BREAX (2). How 
peta, and for a time growing, the Hiue of provi- 
jential ſmiles or ſeripture light! How refreſhful the fal- 
ng dew of God's favour, word, and Spirit! How 
| kindly blow the cooling breezes, the north wiad of con- 
= viction, and ſouthern gales of heavenly comfort! How i 
| Holdly t abroad the children of God, and early ſeek : 
after him while, as aſhamed, the wicked. hide them- t 
felves in obſcurity, or put on maſks of diſhmulatien 1. 0 
4. It is compared to a $PRING-TIDE (5). Then Jeſus v 
the Sun of righteouſneſs approacheth to us, in the offer fl 
and influence of his grace. Saints, thoſe fragrant and; 1 
beautiful trees of righteouſneſs, grow and flouriſh, 
The favoury and medicinal fuers of grace and heli- 
nefs' ſpring up in their heart and life. How, ſweetly 
the © Holy Ghoft, the celeſtial turtle, beſpeaks our 
Keart in the ordigances of the goſpel! How ſweetly the 
fedeemed birds of paradiſe ſing forth the excellencies 
of redeeming love! Bleſſed period, when the winter- 
diſpenſation of Jewiſh ceremonies was finiſbed ; when 
thouſands at once were gathered do their riſen Lord; 


K. 


. | (v) Ic XII. 12. 7 Song il 11. 12. 13. = \ thy Ws 
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had their heart melted with his love; their darkneſs 
and ſhadows baniſhed ; and were made to Blaſim as the 
roſe, and bring forth fruit unto God! Bleſſed period, 
when the winter cold and ſtorms, the floods, barren- 
neſs, and darkneſs'of Heathen and Popiſi abomina- 
tions; of general ſecurity and unconcern ; , or of legal 
fears of divine wrath, or awful feeling of his rod, are 
removed and finiſhed! ae . 

F. It is compared to a 8UMmMER (4): How comely, - 
fragrant, flouriſhing, and effective, profeſfors and ordi⸗ 

nances, then appear! How fait the redeemed, and their 
graces, ripen for the harveſt of death, and the wicked, 
with their fins, for endleſs ruin! This, this, my ſoul, 


is the principal ſeaſon of time. In it work out thy 
| Galvation with fear and trembling- Work the work of 


God, by believiag on his Son; or, at the end, be ex- 
poſed to everlaſting” ſham? and contempt . 
6. It is compared to a HAR VEST (5). How plainly” 
calculated to relieve ftatving ſinners with ſpiritual provi- 
fion ! How actively ought every man to beſtir himſelf 


in faith and holineſs 7” How carefully is every. moment 


ef it to be ſeized and improven'! Chriſt's faithful la- 
bourers being few, how often, eſpecially when an ap- 
prehended form renders them more earneſt to gather 
fingers to Jeſus,- before it break; is their work heavy 
and laborious! In different periods, how: different are 
the appearance and duration of this opportunity! How: 
often, in this harveſt, is the increafe much ſmaller than 
was at firſt expected I— If I waſte it in vanity and 


awaits me! el 9077 att Af” "oh FJOOOE Al ; 


* 
9 mo : 
- 
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7: It lis called a'ytar'; and the year of God's retteems 


ed ( Every eiroumſtance thereof is regulary fixed 


in the purpoſe of God; and various are his appearances 
therein. Now he caufeth his choſen to walk through 
winter, trouble, darkneſs, and perplexity; anon the 
ſpring-tide from on high viſits them. Now they baſſt 
under the ſummer-rays of the Sun of righteoufneſs; a- 
non they are cut down, and gathered to the heavenly 
garner. O the wonders of love, grace, and mercy, - 


(s) Prov. vi. and x. 3. (5) Match. iz. 37- (e) I. Ixiii. 4. 
1 | L. Iz. N therein 
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therein. wrought for God's redeemed, in purchaſing, 
exhibiting, and applying redemption: to them Lift up 
thine head, my ſoul, theſe honoured: periods of time 
are but the beginning of months. The everlaſting day 
and year of my redemption draweth nig. 
N. B. Moſt of the emblems in this chapter might 
be particularly applied to the apoſtolic, the reformas» 
tion, and the millenial period of the church in general; f 
or to the particular ſeaſon of ſpiritual. deliverance, to 
a perſon or land. 53 


CH AP: Xx 


Metaphors reſpecting death. 


[4 N. \EATH is called che ud: or TERRORS la). 


— _ Relentlifsly and irreſiſtibly, and as at plea- 


fure, it euts.off mankind; ſmall: and great, poor and 


rich. What a terror to mighty potentates! to bold 
miſcreants! and not ſeldom to tender ſaints ! The gates: 
of. death are near approaches to it. The firſt born of 
death is à ftinged or painful exit, exhibiting or import- 

In g a double portion of its force or terror. If death: 
ſeize me unprepared; there remaineth. nothing but a: 
fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery. indignation. 
What though, through ignorance, ſtupidity, and ſelf- 

conccit, IL frould' have no bands in it, I launch forth 
into eternal fre! I fall into the hands of an angry God! 
J leap blindfold into the horrors of damnation But, 


am L in Chriſt? Return then, O death, that L may 


look upon thee ; Where is now thy terror and thy ſting? 
To me, how deeply dipt! how richly deckt in blood 
divine? Sweet: angel of my Father's love, ſent to con- 


vey me to his arms! Taſting a Saviour's love, L could 
launch ſucceſſive ſouls into eternity faſt as the mo- 


ments fly” ß of hornet: 
2. It is compared to-2 woLF (5). How it preys up» 

en mankind ; cuts them off; and _conſigns. their bodies 

ta che grave, to be the prey ef vermin e: 


(0% Job-aviti 14, (i Pal. ali. 14 a 
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3. It is called a waarARE (a). With what arrows 
of pain and fear, it attacks mankind? With what per- 
plexity, v what ſtruggling of. nature, thy uſe to oppoſe 
it! Nor is there any diſcharge i in this warfare ; no e- 
fcaping of death. It is appointed for men once to 
die, and after that the judgment e war, my 
foul; it is with a conquered foe. 


\ 


4- It is called a DzyanTURE (6). By it we leave our 


worldly friends, and ſtat ions; and enter inte the un- 
feen ſtate of endleſs miſery or happineſs. We leave our 
younger and equals on earth; and are gathered to our 
fathers; you ranſomed, to Abrabam, Iſaac, and jacob; 
nay, to God the Fudge of all, and to Jeſus the Mediator 

the new covenant ; and you wicked, to your father 
the devil, aud bi, angels. Chiefly in old age, the pro- 
greſs 7 this exit is as follows: the hands and arms, 
theſe lcepers of the hauſe, become weak, and tremble 
the once Areng legs bow themſelves, and bend onder 
the weight of the body, the teeth, which grizd and 
bruiſe our food, rot, fall out, and loſe their power of 
chewing; the eyes, which as it were, lool out at wine 
donor, 1 dim, and darkened; the jaws cloſe ; the 


voice and breath become fo low, as to be ſearce diſ- 
e foundneſs of deep ceaſes, every thing diturbs 


it ; the ears become dull ;; nor doth any ability or reliſſ 
for muſic remain: the ſlighteſt labour becomes difficult 


and terrible; every thing, though light as a graſhopper 
# a burden; at laſt the nerves ſhrink ; the veins, the 


arteries, the brain, and even the heart, that fountain 


of life, forbears to circulate the blood, that vita; Jace. | 
Thus man goeth to his doug. homes. the grave 3 n 
| where 1 is he! 


$a It is compared to grun SHT ford (0. Bye it our | 


bodies are reduced to the earth; and, after a proper in- 


terval, ſhall: they be raiſed up in the reſurrettion; then, 


you ſaints ſhall flouriſh as an herb, _ the earth ſhall | 


caſt out her dead. 


6. It is, repreſented-as. the nin Fi a Aut ar 

tem (d). Therein the earthly tabernaele of our bo- 

dies are, and often gradually, demoliſhed ; and what 
(a); Keel+ viii. 98. ) Phil. 1. 2» Ecel. * . 

0 1 Cor. xv. 36. 2 2 Cor. v1. T% 
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pain and fear often attend the downfal! Ah! how many 
have chis houſe falling about their ears, while they 
know not whither to go! have no houfe eternal in the 
heavens ! 

7. It is compared to a Ante ). Gradually, feeds 
ly, violently, irrefiftibly, and often to their great terror, 
it carries men into the ocean of ETERNITY. Ah! how 
many have their ſandy foundation, their ill. founded 
hopes of everlaiting happineſs, overturned by it, and are 
carried into the depths of hell! Bleſſed Jefus, thou 

art my ſure hope; no floods of death, no gates of hell, 
can prevail againſt thee ee, haſt ſwallowed up death: 
in victory. 

8. It is compared to REST (5). It finiſheth mens 
onterpfizes : makes them ecaſe from their worldly em- 
ploy; and how ſweet and refreſhing to the labouring 
faint Haſten, my ſoul, to this reſt, that the Lord- 
may deal bountifully with thee. Thrice eaſy death! 
thrice eaſy grave, if I lie in his arms! There ſhall E 
reſt from my fins, my burdens, my labours;; there ſhall: 
every wieked one eeaſe from troubiitg, and toſſed I. 
as a ſhip at anchor, lie at reſt. 

9. It is compared to 8LEEP c). Thereby the bo- 
dies of the ſaints reſt in hope, while their fouls are 
occupied in the high praiſes of our God; the bodies of 
the wicked reſt from labour in the prifon of the grave, 
while their ſouls are tormented in hell. Lo! how theſe- 
die in the midft of their work! thoſe not till it be end- 
ed! Theſe, ſore againſt their- will! thoſe, cheerfully! 
Theſe multitudes, on the brink of Tophet; thoſe, in 
| Jeſus? arms, fas from danger. None ſhall for ever con- 
tinue under the power of natural death, but in the re- 
ſurrection be awakened; . ſome to everlaſting life, and 
ſome to everlaſtiog fame and contempt. T“ 5 

10. It is compared to Dax Ess (4). Tt hides men- 
from the view of the world. And alas! what terror, 
perplexity, and confuſion often attend it! How many 
n conveys to infernal and utter darkneſs, where there- 
15 e —— ne graſping ef t erg” 8 

(a) Pfal. xc. . 6 EAR, 17. Q I Theft. i iv. 145 
(8) Job x. 21 5 
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. It is compared to SILENCE (a). It finiſherh our 
converſe with men; hufbeth all our noiſe and buſtle on - 
earth; makes our remembrance to ceaſe in this world, 
My ſoul, be now ſilent before the Lord; be ſtill and 


know that he is thy God: fo ſhall I. with: joy deſcend 


i the houſe of ſilence.— When death hath loſt his 
how kind! how ſoft his cold embrace 4 Row 
gal would I ruſh into his arms! | 
12. The death of the wicked is 3 as a 
DRIVING. OF HURLING AWAY (6). How violently, in- 
voluntarily, and with infinite danger, are they forced 
from their preſent enjoyments, and furiouſly caſt into 


everlaſting damnation { and alas! driven away in their 


avickedneſs, reigning in them, and 1 upon chem, 
to ſuffer be my of eternal fire! 


1 H A P. NIV. ; 
Metaphors ae, E the rfurrelion. 


"HE refurreQion i is compared to 2 MORNING, 
and Day-BREAK (c). It ſucceeds "the cold 


dark night of time and death. How much defired and 


expected by watchful ſaints! What darkneſs of 'carnal 


| ſecurity will immediately precede it! With what ſtriking 


tokens will it be/ uſhered in! What full diſcovery it 
will make of our thoughts, words, and deeds ! How 
undeſired and terrible to wicked angels and men! How 
gladly would they bide themfelves, and flock to their 


dens; but cannot! How brightly ſhall Jeſus, our eter- 


nal Sus. ariſe in the clouds! How alertly ſhall man- 
kind leap from their ſepulchral beds! How ſweetly 


fing the- ſaints, theſe birds redeemed! How glorious 


the aſpect of the carth ! How wide our proſpett, from 
eternity to eternity! Watch for it, my ſoul, more 
than they that watch for the morning. 

2: It is compared to an AWAKEKING out of fleep (4). 


Then ſhall the loud frump e, God rouſe the nations 


from the ſleep of death; cauſe them ariſe and come to 


(a) If. xv. 1. 600 Prov. xiv. 33+ (c Pial. Xix. 14. Song 
Us 17. (4) Daa. Xil, 3. f | 
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judgment. 'Then ſhall every dream of error and vain 
imagination appear, in its emptineſs and vileneſs, 
Then ſhall mankind be ftruck with univerſal concern. 
Then ſhall ſome awake with joy and gladneſs; others 
with trembling and horror. —How precious, O Jeſus, 
are the thoughts thereof to my ſoul ! for what time ſo- 
ever I awake, I ſhall be with thee : I ſhall behold thy 
face in righteouſneſs, and be ſatizhed with thy likeneſs. 
How often I now awake with nought, but fin, but 


earth, in all my thoughts! But then my faults, my 


luſts, ſhall wake no more. I ſhall waken full of glory, 
full of God. Hark, my ſonl, the trumpet founds, 
Ariſe, my love, my fair one, and come away. 925 


3. It is compared to the REVYIZIING and FLOURISH= 


in of vegetables in the ſpring (2). O the then bleſf- 
ed influence of the Sun of rightcouſneſs ! His viſage ſhall 


be no more marred ; nor bis virtue intercepted. Not 


one bewintered careleſs heart ſhall be found in creation; 


thouſands long dead, fhall now revive, ſpring up, and 
appear in their proper form. How Jeſus, and his 


flowery nations, deck the earth! How our bones ſhall 


flouriſh as an herb! No more ſhall his temple, our body, 
lie withered, and in ruins ; but riſe in the ſuperexceed- 
ing bloom of beauty, /ike unto his glorious bady. 

4. It is compared to the qQuickexinG of very dry 


bones (b). By the breath of the Almighty, ſhall the 
dry duſt, the. rotten carcaſes, and withered honcs of 


all generations, be, with divine care, collected, each 
E to its proper body, quickened, reanimated, 
r 


ought out of their graves, and ſiſted at the judgment- 


feat of Chriſt. May I now have part in the firſt reſur- 
rection, that over me the ſecond death may have no 
power. May I, like Jeſus, be declared a fon of God 
with power, in my refurrection from the dead. | 


(a) If. . 1. (6) Exck. mri. 114. 
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1. H E ſeaſon of the laſt judgment is called a 
7 par (a). It is a divinely fixed period. 
What amazing diſcoveries. of God's perfections pur- 
oſes, and word; and of the diſpoſitions, ſtates, and 
— of angels and men, - ſhall be then made! What 
important and extenſive work ſhall be thereon perform- 
ed! The dead ſhall be raiſed, the living changed, the 
world judged; the wicked ſhall depart into everlaſting 
puniſhment, and the righteous into life eternal; zhe 
earth, and the words therein, ſhall be burnt up !—O 
great day, honoured with the appearance of the t 
God ! O great centre of eternity! great joy of ſaints 1 
great terror of reprobates! O dark, gloomy, and ter- 
rible day to the wicked! What lively bright horror 
- ſhall ſtare through their eye-lids * What ſcreams to the 
hills and mountains ſhall proceed from their now pray- 
erleſs lips! for the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who ſhall be able to ſtand. LY RS nods 
2. It is compared to a'REAPING TIME 5 a HARYEST» 
DAY (5). What great and important buſineſs ſhall be 
done. thereon ! Hew univerſally ſhall all nations be ga- 
thered, and ſettled on a new bottom! How completely 
ſhall the wicked. be ſeparated from the righteous and 
by multitudes caſt into hell- fire, to reap the fruit of 
their wickedneſs! With what enrapturing pleaſure 
and gladneſs ſhall the | redeemed ' reap' the fruit of 
Jexovan”s premiſes, and receive the all-gracious re- 
ward of every good work! How triumphantly ſhall 
they enter into God's barn of everlaſting glory and 
reſt! It is thine, O Jeſus, and thine, O faint, to go 
forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, and to return re- 
Joicing, bring your ſheaves with you. Go, my ſoul, 
into the houſe of mourning, rather than the houſe of 
mirth, - They that fow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. 


a. a 5 ” . ON . 8 FE - : 2 * 2 7 2 6 
. 0) 2 Pet. ili. 10. () Matth. züi. 335. 
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It is compared to a Day or -ASSIZE or AC- 
couxT (a). Pompouſly then ſnall Jefus, our appoint- 
- ed Judge, fit down on his awful bench, call, and in 

proper order fiſt before him all nations, and exhihit the 
moſt exact repreſentation of their caſe. The ſaints 
being acquitted, ſhall be his aſſeſſors in judging others; 
the wicked ſhall be arraigned, and their guilt. fully 
evinced. Then every thought, word, and deed: of the 


Children of men, muſt. be accounted for; and upon 


clear manifeſtation; of their ſtate and conduct, ſhall juſt 


ſentence and immediate execution proceed. Great 


Judge, I kiſs my lips, that I can give a right anſwer 3 
It was exacted, and thou anſwereſt it : all my faults were 
N ·ů· 1 | 7 
4. lt is compared to a MARRIAGE-DAY (5). After 
ſpiritual betrothing in the council of peace, and in 
effectual calling; alter extenſive preparation, and abun- 
dant longing for the event, ſhall Jeſus, with all his ran- 
ſomed, in the higheſt raptures of joy and love, in all 
the pomp of glorious apparel, before angels and men, 
be ſolemnly declared eſpouſed one to another; and in 
_ conſequence. thereof, for ever obtain the moſt ſplendid 
feaſt, an all the fulneſs of God, on the new wine of ever · 
laſting. love, and the mutual enjoyment of one another. 
Write. on; thy heart, my foul, :B/efed are they which 
are called; to. the marriage ſupper of the Lamb. 0 


when ſhall the union of mingled elements be diſ-: 


ſolsed. that my relation to Jeſus may be all in all! 
, It is compared to a Day of coxoNATION and 
TRIUMPH {c/}. , The enemies of Chriſt and his people 
being now fully ſubdued, he ſhall publicly appear, wear- 


ing his many crowns; of glory and honour; and oblige his 


enemies to confeſs his univerſal and rightful authority. 


Thes. ſhrall it be done to the man whom God, whom 


my ſoul, delighteth to honour. Then ſhall you, redeem- 
ed, be divinely proclaimed &ings and pricfts unte God, 
and with joy and ſhouting, crowned; with endleſs glory, 
life, and righteouſneſs, Run, my ſoul, to receive this 


incorryptible crown... Ip Hghting the good fight of faiths 


. 


(4) Math: awer 30:46: Nep. As. 125116 10 Rev nix 7. 
Plat. atv. 13. Fa. (% 2 Tim. iv. 8. ; | | | 


be 
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be thou faithful unto the death, and he ſhall give thee 4 
crown of tife. O how my heart ſprings forth to meet 
his burning chariot-wheels, and longs to ſee creation 
all in flame! 5 61 | 


e 
Metaphors reſpecting this world. 2 


1. * HE world-is compared to a OMAN (a). Ito 


aſtoniſhment and grief, denote the fearful 
wickedneſs committed, or judgments executed in it: 
Its groaning and travailing in pain, and expectation of 
the plorious liberty of the ſens, of God, mark how 
— the irrational creatures are abuſed by ſin- 
ners, and how they ſuffer for our ſake. Their 


clapptns hands, ſhouting,” ſinging, or rejoicing, denote 


the glorious works of God done on. earth, and the 


abundant reaſon which ſaints have to expreſs their joy 
and pladneſs. | ; | 


2. It is compared to a SEA (5). What noiſe, diſ- 


what whirlpools! what ſnares abound! what multi- 


tudes of unreaſonable men live and devour one another i 
O the ſtorms that blow on it, 'and daily waſh out its 
inhabitants upon the ſhore of ETERMMT TI What mire 


aud dirt it daily caſteth forth! What ebbing and flow - 


ing of our circumſtances are obſervable iu it? It is but a 


dead fea. Its human inhabitants are dead in tr. affes 
» 0. 


and ſins ; nor can all ita enjoyments be one mo 
a living, a heavenly ſoul . 
3. L is compared to a Wi pERUxss (c) 
htary, deſtitute of the comfortable preſe 


, 


. How fo- 


places and conditions, reſembling Lebanon, Amana, 
Shenir, and Hermon, are but lions dens, and mountains 
ef leopard; the lodging of Satan, and bis deltruftive 


| (0) Rom. viii. 19-22, Pfal. evi. It. 12. () Match. . 


47. (e) Song vii. Yo 4 


| e of God! 
How barren? affording nothing to nouriſh or refreſh _ 
our ſoul! How dangerous! the moſt pleaſant inviting 


3 
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ſqares and agents. How often thunderſtruek, and be- 
formed by the judgments of God . How deyoid of a 
right way to happineſs! and filled with falſe aud dan - 

_ gerous paths! How overſpread with briers and thorns, 
of wicked men, and of finful entanglements * How 
bemiſted with fogs of ignorance, perplexity, deluſion, 

and crimes! How —_— troubled, and fearful 
their caſe, who dwell therein! and have it for their 
portion! Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath cauſed ri- 
vers of goſpel-ordinances and influences, to breat 
aut in the wilderneſs, and fireams in tile deſart; bath 
therein planted. his ranſomed trees of righteouſneſs ; 
hath opened a high ay, a way of - holineſs,, Jeſus and 
his law, for the redeemed to walk in; hath cauſed an 
handful of corn, a little of his words fown on fops of 
mountaimr, upon molt unpromiſing places and perſons, 
to bring forth abundance of good ſruit; hath built a 
city, whoſe citizens abound; and who will make the 
wilderneſs to bloſſpm as the. roſe; to poſſeſs the ex- 
cellency of Carmel and Sharon; the whole earth be- 
ing filled with the erent, 15 the I, as the 
waters cover the ſea. 

4. It is compared to a FELD (a). How Auen 
and large its boundaries! What perſons and things, 
moſt diverſiſied in form and cixcumftance, grow up in 
it! How, intermixed are ſaints and ſinners ! ISH 

. awns and infpects it; — = uſeful providences and 
5 ordinances he beſtows upon the people ef it; and at 
laſt reaps it by death and judgment. How expoſed to 
inroads of Satan! Ve ſaints, it is pom _ 5 battle, I 
Where you war with the dragan, and wilh princi - 
| Kings powers. Any part ef — a 
ort ion of foxes, a; habitation. of dragons, 1of] wild 
or folitary beaſts, or 4 plaee af breeding of: thorns and 
CNS of denotes, that it is bereaved _ mu human in- 
habitants, and turned into a deſart. ET HOT Pw 
5. It is compared to an ann (50. Mae we vide no 
continuing city, no fixed property. One generation 
K. 10 another goeth way. Expect nothing in 
ä but mere neceſſaries; having fu and rai- 
. an, * me be therewith content. el t | * 
: th. xiii, 38.— (0) Ecc] 1 4. 
W Ma 3 43. ( L En 4 P. ; 
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Tis called an 11zRtrANCE (a Je We reibe 


| — I it, not as purchaſers thereof by any work of 


Durs, {butt as heirs of. God, and joint heirs with Chriſt; 
as the ſons and daughters of ' Jeſus, who purehaſed it 
with his blood. And oh all- comprehending, pleaſant, 
incorruptible, and undefiled inheritunce of the" ſaints in 


fight, in which we inherit all things * are filled with alt 


the fulneſs of God! enjoy Godhead, in the face and 
perſon of Jeſus Chrift, to the utmoſt ſtretches of our 
wiſh! But will God in every deed make me, an un- 
matched heir of wrath, meet to be a partaker of the glory 
of his inheritance in the ſaints! Was it purehaſed with 
the blood; is it diſponed in the teſtament, and ratified 
to me by the death of the Son of God:? Hath he, by 
his intereeſſion, ſued out my right to it 1 Hath he, by 
his Spirit, infeoffed me therein 

2. The heavenly ſtate is called a BST TER counrax( 5). 


0 its vaſt extent / O its rich product! its manifold ac 


commodations! its unnumbered inhabitants! Nor finz 
nor Satan, nor trouble, nor any bad thing of this 
world, is there found; but every thin 155 good is for ever 
enjoyed in its higheſt perfection! There God ſhall be 
bur ſole monarch ; Jeſus our ſole miuiſter of rule and 
direction divine perſons, holy angels, and 5 men 
made perfect, our ſole companions;, jeſus? palace and 
throne, our only reſidence; JEHovan's everlaſting ful- 


neſs, and love, our ſole fountain and ſea; the divine 


Spirit, with his immortal joys,” our only rivers and 
ſtreams; Jeſus our ever-preſent” all-acceffible, and all. 
e tree of life ; unblaſted, ten thouſand fold glory, 
our only crop; God and the Lamb our only light, our 


_ unclouded, our unſetting un; the unvailed face of an 


incarnate God, our only oracle and ordinance God in 


bim, our ory 1 our ur treaſure; ful con- 


@) Ads xxvi. 18. | 1h) Reb vi. 16. A 81 
s | NM m 2 | formity 
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formity to God, our conftant attainment, our'common 
aſpect; baſking in the rays of his love, and raptureus 
acclamations of praiſe, our only employ ; divine righ- 
teouſneſs, brighteſt glory, denoting purity, victory, 
peace, and prieſthood, our white, our only raiment ; 
_ endleſs honour, life, and righteouſneſs, our untotter- 
ing crown, O happy land, where is no ſickneſs, ſor- 
row, pain, death, or curſe ! but holineſs reigns, feli- 
city overflows, and God is all in all! Am I to be for 
ever there . Are theſe eyes, now ſo intent on vanity 
and vileneſs, for ever to ſee God as he is! my Go 
and ine exceeding jay! Are theſe feet now ſo frwift to 
Jbed blood, for ever to follow the Lamb whitherſocver 
he goeth ! Is this mouth, now fo full of cur/ing, and bit. 
terneſs, for ever to be filled with the high praiſes 
of him that loved me, and gave himſelf for me / Is, this 
heart, zaw /o filled with all unrighicouſnæſi, to be for 
ever extended, and filled with all the fulneſs of God ! 
Am I, now altogether as an unclean thing to lie for 
ever in the immediate embraces. of Godhead, and be 
perfect as my Father which is in heaven is perfect! 
3. The heavenly ſtate of glory is compared to a 


* KINGDOM 2, PALACE, and THRONE. (3). Here IE- 
| [2 nova, Jeſus, and his ranſomed ones, in their proper 
| E order, for ever reign - angels are the honorary retinue! 
| they and ſaints the celeſtial: hoſts! Perfect holineſs in 
1 every will, is the law; unceaſing hoſannas, the mirth, 


Here God, the univerſal monarch, is immediately en- 
joyed; the victories of his love for ever celebrated, and 
his unſearchable riches laid out to common uſe. Here, 

for ever reign inexpreffible glory, honour, harmony, 
1 order, peace, and liberty; and all things and perſons 
FA are filled with God, as their ALL iN ALL. The face 
| of God's throns is the viſible heaven, which, as a curtain, 
3 vails from mortals the unſeen glory thereof. 
® 4. It is called a city which hath foundations ; and 
| the new IEAUs LEM (5). Ho divinely built! How 
| aſtoniſhing its order, compact neſs, comelineſs, ſafety, 
government, and ptivileges! How numerous, and join= 


* 2 Fr 


(a) James ii. 5. Pſal. xlv. 13. 14. II. IIvi I. () Heb. 


8 Ai. 10. Rev. i : ; 3 
. | : ed 


Chap. XVII. Ser1ÞTURE-METAPHORS. 413 


ed in love, the inhabitants! What „e perfect 
poſſeſſiou of peace and happineſs are there! God and 


his ſalvation are the precious, durable, and defenſive- 


all thereof. His perfections, purpoſes, and the perſon- 


and office of his Son, as exhibited by the apoſtles, are 


the twelve jewelly foundations thereof. Chritt, the pearl 
of great price, as preached to all the ends of the earth, 
is the fauelue gates thereof. Its four/quare form denotes 
the ſelf conſiſtency, comelineſs, and duration thereof. 
God's perfections and purpoſes are the ſupporting gold 
en pavement thereof; and the ſaints holineſs is the pave- 
ment which they, by undervaluing, tread under their 
feet. God and the Lamb are the /un, /ight, and temple 
thereof. The /za of glaſs, mingled with fire before the 
throne, is Jeſus bleeding love, his hrart · inflaming and 
ſupporting rightebuſneſe. The ſeven lamps before the 
throne, and the river. of life, clear as cryſial, proceeding 
out of it, are the Holy Ghoſt, in his diverfified, illumi- 
vating, and refreſnful influence. The tree of liſè, on ei- 

ther fide of the river, is the every- where preſent Jeſus, 
as the ſource of our happineſs and vigour. Nothing 

Shall enter into it that defileth; but there divine perſons . 

ſit enthroned; and thither the tribes of God, the ſaved _ 

nations, go up to celebrate their endleſs feſtival : thitber 
theſe kings carry all their glory; their grace attends, 


and their good works do follow them. — 0 when ſhall IL 


enter in, by the gates, inta the city f 

5. It is called paRADISsE, and compared to the garden 
of Eden (2). Being divinely planted, it affords all things 
good for food, and pleaſant to the eye. Here is Jeſus, 
the Rouſe of Sharon, and Lily of the valley, the Plant 
of renown, the unfſorbidden tree of knowledge, and un- 
guarded tree of /ife. Here runs the bleſſed river of life, 
that for ever refreſheth and ravifſieth angels and men. 
Here flourith all the promiſes, and all the ranſomed 
plants of the Lord. Here no ſerpents lurk; there is 
no freedom of will to evil. And we are without f. 
and blemiſh, faultleſs before the preſence of God, with 
excceding joy.—T is is my reft, here will I tay, for I 
have defired it. 


*, 
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6. It i is repreſented as 2 HOUSE eternal, not made nvith 

habe and a Garner (a) Being divinely erected, 

framed, furniſhed, and prepared, it endureth for ever, 

and comprehends the moſt abundant ſafety, ſecrecy, glo- 

ry, and happineſs, Thither wilt thou, O Jeſus, tranſ- 

port all thy good wheat, thy ranſomed friends, and 

reſerve them uncorrupted, raviſhed, and comely. 

7. It is called a TREASURE (). How inconceivably 
rich and valuable! in time how unknown! But how 
eomprehenfive ! how ſupporting ! emboldening! and 
heart- -atrrating, to him. who hath it! My foul; cover 
earneſtly this beſt thing; dig for it more than. os hid 
treaſures: and where my treaſure is, ſecured by the pro- 
miſe, by the care of Jerovan, there let my heart be. 
8. It is repreſented as SAE and REST (c): O the 
profound and unceafing quiet thereof! Peace, harmony, 
and love, reign in every breaſt. Here the covenant of 
peace, and its reſtful bleſſings, are enjoyed in the high» 
eſt perfection. Toilſome labour is no more; but our 
endleſs employ of contemplation, love, wonder, and 
Praiſe, is unmixed pleaſure. Here want is neither felt 

nor feared; no enemy is to contend with, or danger to- 
come near us. But the work of Jeſus? \ latncoulecls 16 
peace, and. the effect of it. guietneſi and aſſurance for 
ever. | His people ſhall dwell ia a peaceable habitation, 
and in quiet.refting-placers Haſten, my ſoul, to this reſt, 
that remaineth for the people of God; 4 the Lore | 
ſhall deal bountifully with thee. | 

9. The heavenly. felicity is called woke and an 
EXCEEDING WEIGHT of glery (d). O its brighineſs and 
dazzling excellency! What glory is within! what glory 
on ! and what glory all-around us! What views of God 
in his brightneſs! of. Jeſus in the glory that the Father 
hath given him! How ſhall we be wrapt up, and tranſ-- 
formed into glory, when our vile body is —— lite to 
| tis glorious body ;. when the Lord is our everlaſtingligbt, 
and our God our glory.!—Stops my ſoul ; floods of 
glory cheek: my thought; bright rays of Moliwefs, of: 
wiſdom,, of: pt beat ſweet confuſion on 


(a) 2 Cor. u. 8. (4) Matth. vi. 20. 0 IC. Ivii. 2. 
Heb, iv. „ () 2 Cor. iv. 17, 
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my view! —Q how © contrary this to, and far exceeding 


our deſerts! how far it exceeds our preſent hopes and 
conceptrons Nor, without tranſcending addition to our 
ſtrength, could we ſubſiſt under its raviſhing pleafure 
and brightneſs !—My God, is it his which _ afflic- 
tions work for me? ſend me chen, 26 man, and as heavy 


ones, as thou wilt. 
10. It is called the joy of the Lord (a). There God 


is the matter of our joy; and our gladneſs approacheth 


as near as poſſible to his; and eſpecrally to that of Chriſt 
as Mediator. With * tranſporting pleaſure, ſhall 


we think of the hell which we Tow eſeaped ! of the 


troubles. and temptations which we have overcome! of 
the holinefs and everlaſting felicity which we have ob- 
tained ! With what pleaſure ſhall we behold: our bleſſed 
companions, and hear the unceaſing hallelujabs! With 


what joy ſhall we recount the deeds, and behold. the 


glory of our Day's-Man, that miracLs of wonders? 
that courzxp of all things! that BrauTY, Honours 
and TRIUMPH! nay, ECLIPSER of the glory of ercation? 
that Marrow of our love! LIFE of our jays! FOUNTAIN 
of our comfort! and c AE of our hearts! that a- 
VISHMENT; of angels and men! that peLicaT of Jura- 


vai! and BRIGHTNESS F the Father's glory / that 
_ everlaſting EXCELLENCY and joy of all a e, . Q- 


eould my ſoul leap out, and drop her duller clay! ſcarce 
ſhould a harp above aim at a ſweeter or a higher ſong. 


— —— Hoſanna to the: Son of David; Hoefanna in _ 


by 


be Matth. . 2a Sn 
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c 1 AP. XVIII. 


— 2 


ee beine, hell, 


TE L Lbs called: A LARI nd BURNS * bar | 


brinſtone (a). Here men, like the ancient Sov 
Godkites, are conſtituted monuments of divine vengeauce. 
Here every power of their ſoul, every member and ſenſe 
of their body, is tormented in the flames! Here, ye 


children of difobechence, ſhall your luſts for ever rage 


in deſire, and find nothing to ſatisfy them! no not a 
dry morſel; no not a drop of water to cool the tip uf 
your tongue. When the arrows of the Almighty ſtick 
faſt in you; when the laſhes of conicrence torment you; 
when devils inſult, and conſcience: upbraids you, for 
throwing away your heavenly birthright, your God, 
and your glory ; ; for incurring the vengeance of eternal 
fire, for an empty lip of polluted joy; with what anguiſh 
ſhall you bewail the infinite, the irrecoverable loſs! with 
what horror ſhall you behold the frowns! with what 
envy, hatred, and malice, ſhall you ET ae Ir: _ 
hand of an angry God! 10 Er. 0 
2. It is compared to Melee (3). a W near 7 
ruſalem, where the Jews burnt their children to Molech, 
and the angel-flew 185,000 Aſſyrians in one night. 
How near to the heavenly Jeruſalenr is the ſtate of the 
damned! with what infuriated rage, . madneſs, and an- 
guiſh, they behold the happineſs hich they once de- 
ſpiſed How terrible their torment ! how horrid their 
outcries * Alas! who ſhall live when the Lord doth 
this HEE | | 
3. It is compared to a BURNING FIERY FURNACE, 
that cannot be quenched (c). How terrible its appear- 
ances ! How exquiite and univerſal its torments ! how 


painful and penetrating! And O ſhocking thought, 


= 


| (a) Rev. xx. 10. (b) If. xxx. 33. Matth. v. 22. Gr. 


(©) Matth. ili. 42. 


FOR 


S 


ment and miſery. 
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ron ever! Ye ſinners in Zion be afraid ; let fearful- 
neſs ſurpriſe the hypocrites. Who among you /ball 


dauell with devouring fire ! who ſhall dwell with euerlaſ. 
ing burnings 4 While there is hope, flee, flee from the FEST. 


wrath to come. Now is the accepted time; now is the 
day of ſalvation. God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, 
ſends him to bleſs you, in turning you from your ini- 
quities. But if he is rejected, how ſhall-every offer of 
him, like oil, enrage the flames upon you, and, like ſer- 


pents, for ever inwardly ſting you! 


4. It is compared to a x10 (a). Here tranſgreſſ- 
ors are for ever ſhut up to the fury of Almighty God; 
are expoſed to the moſt ſhocking diſgrace and contempt z; 

fink under guilt and condemnation; have no reſt, day 
nor night, but are tormented with the devil and his an - 
gels. You minions of gaietys conſider the iſſue of your 
madneſs ; For Even, if mercy prevent not, God's un- 
mixed wrath ſhall be your drink, your food; the howl- 


| ings of the damned your mulic ; enraged fiends your : 
1 | 9 | 2 4 35 | ; 
F. It is called a norToMLESs PIT (5). How incon- 


nſeparable companions. 


ceiveably dreadful, and durable, is the miſery thereof ! 
Amidft what inexpreſſible conſternation and deſpair, do 
its inhabitants for ever fink into deeper ſcenes of tor- 
6. It is repreſented- as uTTER DARKNESS ; and 
BLACKNESS OF DARKNESs (c). In it there is no glim- 


mering of patience, mercy, or hope; but endleſs wicked- 
neſs, dent dane anguiſh, torment, and terror. —Kiſs _ 


now, my ſoul, the Son of God, leſt he be angry, and I 


periſh from the way. 


7. It is compared to a 8Torm (4). O the violence, 


irreſiſtibleneſs, and unſupportableneſs of divine wrath, 


raining upon them ſnares, fire, brimſtone, and an bor- 


rible tempeſt! Ah! how their fouls tremble at the _ 
_ thunder-claps of vengeance ! and are toſſed by the fury 


of Almighty God 
8. Infernal torments are compared to saLT (e). Ah! 
how painful, penetrating, and permament ! How power- 


© 1 Pet. iii. 19. (8) Rev: ix. 11. (e) Matth. viii. 12. 


(4) Pal. xi. 6, (ec) Mark ix. 4. 
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fully are the damned ſupported in exiſtence under 
them! How exquiſite their ſenſation of them ! But 
ſtop, my ſou), theſe doleful ideas: — Hew great his 
LOVE, who bore my hell for me! Being het abroad 
in my heart, let it wh, a killing. ſalt to every luſt; a con · 
ſuming fire to every corruption. God forbid, that ſin 
which digged, which kindled, my Saviour's hell of wo 
wo me, ſhould be my . en jeſt! 
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